OB SMALLS.

How this M. C. Dolivered the Pilot
Into the Hauds of the Union
Xen,

{From the Washlogton Chronicle.]

Hon. Robert Smalls, of South Caroling,
who bravely defendad his raco against the
mean attack of Sunset Cox, a fow days
since, in the House, is one of the best rep-
resentatives of the colored race in officlal
position, and has quite an intercsting hlsto.
ry.. While hie can not boast of haviog had
agrandfather in Congress, ns docs Sunset,
yet his record during the war is an honor-
eble one, and not tinged with copperhend.
fsm, as was that of Tammany’s clown, the
ienllcmnn trom Ohio, who carpet-bagged te

New York, .

* Mr. Smalls was born at Beaufort, South

Carolina, April 5,1839. He now lves on

the very place where ho was born, Helived

in Beaufort, leading the monotonous life of
his race, until the year 1851, when he weat
to Charleston and worked at thae rigger’s
trade, and also led a seafaring life in salling
along and about the coast of his native

State and Florida, It was here that he ac-

quired that knowledge of the bari aud har-

Lors of the sea coast which he aftorward

used to such signal adyautage (o the Union

cnuse, For two years he was a stevedore fn

Charleston, and in'July, 1861, went on board

the steamer Planter, then a Confederate

tranaporty p{lﬂmi between that city and Fort

Sumter, and other points in' Charleston

harbor. This cralt was also the special dis-

patch hoat of Goneral Ripley, Aftee being
on his vessel about two months he was

; made wheelsman, (At that time it was not

. in accordance with coastwise nautical

etiquetto 1o cali a colored man s _pilot.

In this situation he’ continued, untit the
13th of May, 1862. Tho capthin, chief engi-
neer ahd mate of the Planter, all white men,

_had gone ashiore “le’ into the city, the previ-

ous night, where they slept, leaving on board
n crow of eight men, all colored, amon,

whom was Smalls. A consultation was held,
and it was resolved by these cight inen
Smalls at their head, to seize the boat an

carry {¢ out to the (!nhed States fleot, outs
side the harbor.. The design was hazardous
m the extreme. The little boat would have
10 pass beneath the guna of tho batteries in
the harbor, Failure and detection would
havo been certain death. Fear{ul way tho
venture, but it was made.

The daring resolution had been formed,
and, under command of Robert Smalls, the
wheelsman, stean: was put on, and with her
valuable cargo of Funs and ammunition, in.
tended for Fort Ripley, a now fortification
juat constrocted iun tho nharbor, about 2
o'clock in the morning, the Planter silently
moved off from her dock, ateamed up to
North Atlantie wharl, whers the wife aund
two children of Robert Smalls, and the wife
and _ohildren of another of the crow were
awaiting to embark, Nolscloasly. the ves.
sel approached the wharf, aud {nsilenco and
haste received tho waitlug women aud
children on board, and then atarted down
the river out to xen. The regular signal was
given as Fort Johnson was passed, and was
answered, and so at Sumler.  As soon then
as the hoat waa cut of range of the guns of
these Prlm guardiansof the oity tho white
flag of truce was raised, snd out for the
oeenn she steamed.

In the misty morning a frigate was dos-
oried off the'bar. The Plantor.approached
her. In the mist the white was not
seen, aud to the terror aud surprise of the

Planter’s crow, the atruge ship hovo round

and 1 her brondalde andtopeucd her
ports. Tho command had aleendy been

given, "uadyl" autl the captain was, about
to speak thc “fire,” when one of the oftigers
on the quarter-deck discernod wo.tluﬂ of
truco. ‘he vessels woro now within hailing
distance, and the oaptaln of the Union ship |
asked what boat that way, and what she
wanted, The reply was_given®und the
Planter’s errund explained, . The Captain
ordered her to come alongeide, but s order
was uot heard by Smalls and his men, whe
proceeded to go around the stern of the
lllf‘l. when they were brought. to a staud.
still by tho enpiain’s thundering tones as he
cnlled oul: “Stop, or I'll blowyou ontof the
water.! The Planter thon came alongaide,
the movement of her was explained, aud an
oftficor named Watson and four men wore
put on board.

- The strange ship proved to be the railing

frigate Quward, and the ofticer, Captain

Nichols, .Smalls was transferred to the gun-

Loat Auﬂullll, the ﬂufn)nip oft the bar, uader

command of Captaln’ Parrot, whence ho

- afterward proceeded to Port Royal to Com:

modore Dupont, theu {u commiand of the

“Southarn sqoadron, where the Planter was
received, and ‘Robert Smalls  was enierod

“wpon the vavy list as a pilot, ’




