Tvo Get Life
Sentences In
Letelier Death

The Washington Post

March 24, 1979. pp. 1, 11.

By Kenneth Bredemeier
Wwashingion Post Staff Writer

Twe anti-Castre Cuban cxiles were
ezch given two life prison terms yes-
terday for their roles in the 1976 car
bombing assassinration oi former Chi-
lean amabassador Orlando Letelier and
& colleague, requiring thent to serve u
mirimum of '30 years in jail.

A third exile received an eight-year
sentence for concealing information’
and lying aboui the case. \

Despite the Cubans’ impassioned
cloims of innocence, U.S. District
Court Judge Barrington D. Parker
told Guillermo Novo Sampol, his
brother, Iznacic, snd Alvin Koss Diaz
thau iirey helped carry out “the cold-

Jooded a2nd premeditated executiun
of {irlando Leteler .. . & form cf ter-
riorism thet his no place in this coun-
try.”

Moments after the three men were
senteizced by Parker and faken to the
courthouse cellblock, relatives and
fricpds of the Cubans ShOl_lted epi-
the¥s. @t the judge in Spenish until
deputy U.S. marsnals orderad them
out of the courtroom.

Oneisupporter of the Cubans called
Parkeg.a “black son of a bitch,” while
anothdr called him “ignorant.” Still
another yelled, in Spanish,_‘--‘Long live
a free€uba in jnsticc!” while one per-
son shouted in English “Watch oui
Ameriea! Someday you may live un-
der communisi.”

Pzrker said nothing aboui the out-
burst ;He remained sealed while the
marshials hustled the demonstrators
into the hallway adjoining the court-
,roorz.: No charges werc brought
g .any ¢f the protesters,

Paul Geldberger and Lawrence Du-
bin, the defense lawyers for Guil-
Jermo Novo and Ross, told Parker that
their clients should not receive any
stiffer sentence than that promised
Micbael Vernon Townley, the govern-
ment's key witness at their five-week
irial in January and February, Town-
Iey is a former Chilean DINA secret
police agent.

During six days of testimony, the
36-year-0ld Townley matter-of-factly
described for the jury and a hushed
eourfroom audience how, on DINA’s
ordgers, he ecame to. Washington and
built and planttl:d the bonih that killed
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Lrielier and Ronni K. Moffitt, a co-
werker of his at the Institute sor Pol-
fey. Studies.

Townley has pladed guiliy *o con-
spiting to murder a foreign official
and has been promised a 2%-to-16-year
prison term. The government also has
agreed to recommend that he be pa-
rcled after serving 40 months of the
sentence.

Bvt the judge aiready had nade up
his mind aboui the sentences and read
irom a prepered text when he im-
po:ed the prison terms.

Perker said thot in_his 10 yoars on
the federal bench here, he had not
“iresided over a trial of a crim» more
menstrous” than the Letelier case. He
dzseribed Letelier as “the victim of a
brutal international conspiracy.” He
said that the three Cubans, who once
had been granted asylum in the
‘United States, “had abused and of-
Iended the hospitality of this coun-

The judge said thai Townley’s testi-
mony “vras as repreheasible and re-
pulsive ug cne ean conceive. All thot
a«ide, {here is no justification for the
erimes, 7o justiiicztion for other than
maximem sentanees” f{or the Cubans.

Unless iheir iawyers can suecess-
fulty reverse their convictions in the
USB, Court of Appeals, Guillermo
Nuvo. 28, and Ross, 46, face the pros-
pect of spending virtually the rest of
their lives in prison. Under terms of
the sentences, they will not be eligibl:
ier parole for 30 years. Ignacie Nova
will be eligible for parole after serv-
ing one-third of his term—a total of
Lwg vears and eizhi months.

The jury convicted Guillermo Novo
and Rose of conspiracy to murder a
Toreign official, the premeditated
murder of a foreign oificial, the
vremeditated murder of Letelier and
Moifiit, and the destruction of prop-
crty by explosives -where death re-
sulis. ’

In addition to Iife terms fur those
counts, Guillermo Novo was sentenced
to concurrent five-year terms for Iy-
ing twice to & grand jury investigating
the Letelier case, terms which vere
made concurrent with the life sen-

tences. Novo was pziven _econcurrent
tive-year ternic for lying twice to the
grand iury and a three-year term for
failing to inform federal officials
about what he knew of the case.

U.S. Attorney Earl J. Silbert, mak. |
‘ing & rare courtroom appearance, de-’
fended the government’s plea-bargain--

ing agreement with the American-
born Townley, saying that “if.one is
going to uncover & tight-knit conspir-

‘

acy ... it is virtually indispensible in
every criminal ‘eonspiracy to have an
insider,”

Townley has also Implicated ihree
DINA agents in the killing of Letelier.

. who was an official in the Chilean
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Ignacio Nove, left, with attorney Os.
car Gonzales Suarez by his side, stands
before Judge Barrington D. Parker
during sentencing in Letelier case,

Parker said that in
his 10 years on the fed-
eral bench here, he
had not “presided
over a trial of a crime

more monsitrous , , ”

nized as one of the most ontspcker dited to stand trial in the U.S. Two

cuitics of the current Chilean military g¢her Cuban exiles charged in the

dictatorship or iugusto Pinochet.
The thre¢ DINA agents are await-

care ave fugitives.,
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