] udge Assigned
To Letelier Trial
Gets New Threat

A second threat has been made
against the life of U.S. District Court
Judge Barrington D. Parker, the
judge assigned to preside over the
trial starting Tuesday of three Cuban
exiles charged in connection withi the
1976 bombing death of former Chilean
ambassador Orlando Letelier.

In the latest development, Parker

received an unsigned, typed letter at
his home on Dec. 18 containing
threats that the letter writer said he
had overheard bemg made by one of
the defendants in the case, according
to a government legal brief. The de-
fendants arc Ignacio Novo Sampol,
Guillermc Novoe Sampol and Alvin
Ross Diaz, three leaders of the Cuban
Nationalist Movement.

Lawyers lor the defendants previ-
ously asked Parker whether he felt he
could preside fairly after it was dis-
closed that threats had been made
Aug. 17 against him and a prosecutor
in the case, Assistant U.S. Attorney
Eugene M. Propper.

After the first threat was made,
Parker said he felt he could handle
the case fairly. He denied a defénse
motion on Dec. 20 in his chambers to
step down from the case because of
the two threats. Parker yesterday or-
dered the jury sequestered in the
Letelier case.

Security has been increased at
courthouse entrances in the wake of
the threats and the shooting two
weeks ago of Assistant U.S. Attorney
Barry L. Leibowitz in the courthouse
parking lot. No arrests have heen
made in the shooting.



