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Defense Lays LeteIier Slaying to CIA 
By Kenneth Bredemeier 
WashlnAton Post Btaff Writer 

Defense lawyers for three Cuban 
e."Ciles on trial in connection with the 
1976 assassination here of former Chi· 
lean ambassador Orlando Letelier ac· 
cused the Central Intelligence Agency 
yesterday of masterminding the kill­
ing. But a prosecutor contended that 
the Chilean secret police had ordered' 
the slaying. 

"This is not a pipe dream:' defense 
lawyer Paul Goldberger told a U.S. 
District Court jury of seven women 
and five men in bis opening state­
ment. "As hard as it is to believe. the 

CIA was responsible for a murder in 
the nation's capital." 

Goldberger asserted that the de­
fense will prove that the govern­
ment's key witness. Michael Vernon 
Townlel·. an American-born Chilean 
secret police agent who has confessed 
to planting a bomb that ble\v up Lete­
lier's car. was a double agent working 
for the CIA as well as the Chilean se­
cret police. once known as DINA. 

Earlier. Assistant U.S. Attorney Eu­
gene M. Propper, who has investi· 
gated the sla:"illg since the day it oc­
curred. accused DINA of directing the 
assassination. He said the slaying was 

the ultimate retribution for the stri­
dent criticism Lptelier was leveling at 
the time against tile military dictator­
ship of Gen. Augusto Pinol'het. 

Goldberger offered the jury a {'on­
trasting view. 

"This was a monstrous crime ('om­
mitted by monstrous people." Golcl­
berger said. "but we wiJI 'prove that 
neither DINA. nor the Cuban 1\'ation­
aUst l\lovement 1101' the Chilean go,-· 
ernment had any l"esponsibiJity for 
it." The three staunchly anti-Cast 1'0 

Cuban exiles on trial-Guillermo 
Novo Sampol; his brother. Ignal'in 
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Defense Says 
CIABehind 
Letelier Death 

LETELIER, From At 
Xo\'o Sampot. and Alvin Ross Diem­
are all leaders of the Cuban group. 
, 1 n claiming CIA involvement in the 

Sept. 21, 1976, Embassy Row ~assina .. 
t ion of Letelier. Goldberger"Clted pre­
\'10usly disclosed CIA contacts with 
'"fownley in the early 1970s and the 
1aet that one arm of the agency once 
~(Ju~ht approval to use T~wnley c'in 
an operational capacity." But Goldber­
~er cited no new evidence of CIA con­
neetions with Townley. 

I.Jroppcr said the government will 
prcn·e that the Cuban Nationalist 
l\1ovcment9 a militant anti-Castro 
:.!fOUp based in Xew Jersey, had a con­
tinuing relationship \vUh Chilean gov­
('rnm~nt officials and DINA since 
early 1975. 

I II one example of that relationship, 
Propper said, Guillermo No~o sup­
pbed explosives and detonatIng de­
d('cs to Townley, who had been or­
dt·r('d bv DIXA to go to Mexico to kill 
l'llJleanwexiles opposing the Pinochet 
tt.':.!lme. In exchange, Townley ~ad 
prumised that any leftover suppl1es 
\~'''!ld be given to the Cuban group_ 
"laJt the exiles' meetings on Chile h~d 
('Ilded by the time Townley got to 
1\1 l'xico, Propper said. 

I n the end, the prosecutor charged, 
1he Cuban exiles only agreed to help 
Townley kill L~telier as long a~ Toyvn­
lev participated in the assassInation. 
Tt'lC Cubans required his participation 
;1:-; a DINA agent, Propper said, be­
e a use the Cuban group's leaders were 
.... 1 ill angry at the Chilean gov~rn· 
nH (lt's earlier f;J(pulsion to the UnIted 
:--.Iales of a Cuban exile, Rolando 
t , lero. Otero wa& later convicted of. a 
hom bing at l\1iami International Air-
port. I 

IJetelier served in the Chilean gov .. 
{·rnment of Marxist President Salva .. 
dor Allende who was overthrown in 
a 1973 coupe by the junta led by 
Vinochet. Letelier, first jailed by the 
Pinochet regime and then stripped of 
l1i~ citizenship, rpartieula1y criti;ized 
() 1 N A and the Chileans for ther: al­
leged widespread human rights VIola .. 
tions. 

Goldberger underscored his claims 
about CIA involvement in the Letelier 
I<illing by giving the jury a brief his­
tory of recent U.S.-Chilean relations. 
He particularly noted the l.!.~. an.d­
e I A expenditure of $13.4 mlllion In 
Chile between 1963 and 1973 to block 
the election of and then to overthro,v 
the Allende guvernment. . 

Defense lawyers also started their 
effort to discredit 'fownley in other 
ways. Goldberger said flatly, "\Ve will 
prove to you be's a hired killer. ''Y..e 
will prove 1\Iichael Vernon TownleY.ls 
a liar; his whole life has been a Ite, 
one alias after another." 

Goldberger also criticized Townley's 
}>lea bargain arrangement with the 
government. The government has 
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Prosecu.tor E_ La~en.ee BarcelIa Jr_ questions ~cbael Mo:f:fitt about bombing. 

promised to recommend that Townley 
be paroled after serving 40 months of 
a 3 1/3-to-10-year prison term. 

Another defense lawyer, Lawrence 
Dubin, urged the jury to ukeep asking 
\vhy" ChUe let Townley return to ~he 
U.S. "The questions are somethIng 
(the government will) never be able to 
answer" Dubin told the jury as Prop. 
per and Assistant U .. S. Attorney E .. 
Lawrence Barcella Jr. objected. 

As the prosecution and defense law­
yers ended their opening remarks, the 
jury heard the first testimony in the 
case, a gripping account of the bom­
bing by the lone survivor of the explo" 
sion, Michael Moffitt, an assistant. to 
Letelier at the Institute for Pohcy 
Studies, a left-wing \Vashington thint: 
tank. , 

Moffitt and his wife, Ronni K. Mof­
fitt, were riding to work with L~telier 
when the bomb, set off by a radIo-con­
trol device, ripped through the floor 
board of Letelier's Chevelle as he 
rounaed Sheridan €ircle near the Chi­
lean Embassy. Letelier's legs were 
blown off and Ronni Moffitt was suf­
focated by her own b100d as a result 
of injuries she received in the blast. 

"Ronni and Orlando were talking 
about some book th~y had read when 
they were young," the husky 27-year­
old Moffitt recalled. "As we got to 
Sheridan Circle, I was thinking about 
what a slow driver (Letelier) was." 

Seconds later, Moffitt said, "I beard 
a hissing sound, a flash of light up to­
,yard the front of the car. The car just 
seemed to erupt in a deafening explo .. 
sion. The noise was really deafening. 

"There \vas huge hole in the car," 
lVIoffitt said. "Orlando was turned to 
the back of the car. His eyes were half 
open, half closed. I ~lapped him a cou­
ple times and said, 'Orlando, Orlando! 
It's lVIichael. Can you hear me? 

"I managed to get my wrists under 
his arms," Moffitt said, and then real­
ized that the bottom half of LeteUer's 
body had been blown otf. 

lVloffitt then spotted his wife along 

the street curb and a woman passerby 
who was trying to help her. "The 
blood was just pouring out of her 
mouth," Moffitt said of his wife, 
whom he had married 31;2 months be· 
fore. 

Ronni Karpen IV! 0 f fit t ' s parents, 
Murray and Hilda Karpen, and two 
brothers of hers, Michael and Harry, 
watched the proceedings in Judge 
Barrington D. Parker's courtroom yes· 
terday. As Moffitt left the courtroom, 
~Irs. Karpen kissed him lightly on the 
cheek. 

Defense lawyers will cross-examine 
:M~offitt this morning. The defendants 
sat solemnly through Moffitt's testimony 
and showed no emotion. Two of the Cu­
bans, Guillermo Novo and Ross, are 
cbarged with the murders of Letelier 
and Moffitt, while Ignacio Novo is ac­
cused of lying to a grand jury investi­
gating the slaying and failing to tell 
federal officials about the crime. 


