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CIA Disowns Townley in Leteller T rlal

By TOM FIEDLER

. Herald Washington Sureav
-WASHINGTON — Two senior
CIA officers flatly denied conten-
tions Friday that Michael V. Town-
ley, an- American-born Chilean in-
telligence agent, was a CIA “‘mole”

when-he planned the Orlando Lete- -

lier assassination.

. The officials verified earlier

statements that Townley had. gone |

to the CIA in Miami in .1970 and
again in 1973 and volunteered to

work for the agency in Santiago,

Chile. But they denied that the CIA
took him up on his offer.

- /Townley has confessed- to build-
»ing:the bomb that killed Letelier, a
Chilean diplomat, in downtwon
~Washington on Sept. 21, 1976.

“WE WEREN'T interested in Mr.

Townley,"” said Marvin Smith, CIA

deputy director of operations. “He
had become quite a figuré in Chile
.. . in newspaper reports.”

Smith also denied that the CIA
was aware ‘that Townley had in-
stead gone to work for the Chilean
intelligence agency, DINA. '

‘“‘Had he been identified by us as
a member of that service [DINA),”
Smith said, “I'm sure [his file|

would have. been marked in such a
way that I would have noticedit.”

The testimony of Smith and the .
second CIA official, Robert Gambi-’
no, gppeare'd to undermine defense’

contentions - that Townley .was a
CIA . double agent,
DINA as a “‘mole” to report on jts
activities. : :

ley, acting under CIA orders, plan-

ned and carried out Letelier's assas- -
. sination and then framed DINA and -
members of the mmtant Cuban Na- .

tionalist Movement.

TOWNEEY HAS testified that he : -

planned ~Letelier’'s = assassination

“‘under orders from DINA‘and car- -
‘ried it out with help from the Cu-
-bans.” He has denied that he ever:

worked for or with the CIA.
The two CIA officials' were the

‘last witnesses called by defense at-

torneys representing. three Cuban
exiles charged as Townley’s accom-
plices in Letelier’'s death.

The. defense. rested its case after.

calling 11 ‘witnesses over the past
three days.. Much of the witnesses’

testimony was designed to bolster.
the defense theory that the Cubans-

buried ‘with . .

That argummt ‘holds that Town- - -

Michael V. Townley
. .. built the bomb

were victims of an elaborate CIA
frame-up.

Smith and Gambino were the
only CIA witnesses called by the
defense. But their testimony ap-
peared to backfire because of their
flat denials that Townley worked
for the CIA.

‘agent. -

Defense attorneys Paul-Goldber-.
- ¢check. He 'said-that. meant other

.ger and Lawrerice Dubin initially-
had planned to call formet CIA Di-.

rector Richard Helms. But Goldber- .
ger said Helms — who now serves -
:-&s a consultant to Iran — could not_

‘be located

“HAD WE HAD this to do all_
over again, we would have laid off’

the CIA: thing,” Goldberger said

later. “But when this case began,
we thought the government had so
‘much going for it that we had to

° take. some sort ot roundhouse
.punch.” . =

The "roundhouse punch” was the
theory of Tuwnleys bemg a CIA-

A}

convincing denials about Townley’s
contacts with the agency, thus giv-
ing the defense the opportunity to
imply that he worked with the CIA.
Instead, the CIA officials testified
in detail about Townley’s contacts.
They said CIA records showed
that Townley, then an auto me-
chanic in North Miami Beach, called
the CIA in 1970 and offered to
work as an informant in Santiago,
where he was moving.
" Smith said the CIA gave Townley
a “preliminary clearance” after an

mtervxew and routine security

CIA officers could contact Townley
for information.’

BUT SMITH added that before

" Townley could actually work for

the CIA, he would have had to
undersgo a ‘more exhaustwe secunty

‘check.

“However, ‘agents in Santxago
never were able to contact Townley:
after-he moved there. In December

1971, Smlth said, the “preliminary

clearance” was revoked and efforis

‘to contact him ended.

. Townley contacted the CIA again
in 1973 after fleeing to Miami from
Chile, where he was wanted for ac-

- tivities against the Marxist govern-
. - The defense attorneys hoped that. .
"~the CIA would be unable to make

ment of President Salvadore Al-
lende. b

As before, Smith said the records
indicated that Townley initiated the
contact, calling the CIA and offer-
ing to brief the agency on political
developments-in. Chile- At.the time
the CIA was involved in moves to
undermine Allende’s government.

Smith said the Miami agents
were ordered to *listen to him, but
do not interview him.” When asked
why, Smith answered: *'We weren't
interested in Mr. Townley — there
‘was quite a bit of notoriety around
himjn Chile.” | .





