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PLE : By Ceorge Crile 111

3 : . _ ;
4 J T IS ALL hut certain that Cuban exile terrorisis were . plosive into 4 hollowed-out copy of “British at the Gate”
"} 1 responstble for the bombing of an Air Cubana piane when it blew up in his hands.

‘4 last month and the resulting death of the 73 aboard. An- Crespo, believing himself dying, was rushed to.the
: other exile argapization is suspected in the assassination ,  'bospital shouting “Viva Cuba Libre.” The police, un-
~two months ago ;#Wﬂean Foreign Minister Or- nerved, shackled Crespo to his bed. The Miami papers

. lando Letelier. These were mm identified him and his partner in the venture, Humberto

' epidemic of bombings, killings and kidnappings carried - . Lopez Jr.; as members of the National Cuban Liberation

out by anti-Castro exiles based in Miami over the past * Front, a newly formed anti-Castro terrorist group. But

’l"

* three years. The frequency and rutblessness of these at- ,:'{ why this group bad formed, exactly who its members i

; tacks have reached the point where the possibility must ©- 1, were, ind why such seemingly rpright young menwere |
‘be considered that we are witnessing the coming of age =~ ' attempting such acts went unexplained. !
-of the first serious’ mﬁm ' 5 S might all have seemed less puzzling if the back- |

“An effort 1 under stmmo v ground had been examihed. Far from being suddenly '

. Rauge the danger they pose might well begin wlth a sm- i possessed of terrotist notions, both men were veterans f :
gle stark case history. " of guerrilla campaigns lgainst Castro backed in another " ‘| -

£ Luis Crespo seemed a most’ unnkely candndaie fot ter-' o ‘." era by the CIA. |~ {
. ror. He was a shy, 32-year-old father of two, 2 drug store ", “Lopez had participated in ﬂﬂ Agency: unanc\.d pro- .
% salesman, just another of the 450,000 or so Cubans in Mj-! ' Al . 8ram based in Nicaragua. Crespo had been a meraber of .
¢ ami. But there he was in March of 1874 assembling a o ; one of the CIA's elite commando teains operating from
. book bomb. Just atter mldnight he was fitting the C4 ex-" L ‘?ﬁmaml dur\tn_g__t_‘h_gjsm_e__dwa, He had been trained |-
S wf’ S 'g , I."»gin the use of explosives and sabotage techniques and & !} ¢
— - — b I L ¢ wis thén sent oh raids to Cuba. Like ali of the CIA’s full- St
ST ‘_ L . fledged agenits, he had signed 4 secrecy oath, submitted I
Crile is Washington editor of Harpers magazine and to polygraph tests, served under the command of an : S Rh i i
. author of & book to be published by Doubleday on the American case officer. . ;e o Mixm! Heraid = 1914
: CIA'sCuban operations. - . N , Sl T See CUBANS, Pagc C3 ! ‘ . Luis Crespo, manacled to a hosgital bed after a bomb he was assembling exploded. o
. ’ : . | - . : "




CUBANS, From Page C1

‘ When he went to work for the CIA, he was just 21, one
f almost 2,000 Cubans recruited in Miami for Operation
Aongoose, the Kennedy administration’s secret war on
'uba, He served under Rip Robertson, the legendary
umerican case officer who had led the Brigade ashore at
he Bay of Pigs. There had been no question in those
-vars about the U.S. commitinent to the exiles’ cause.

Crespo was then 2 totally reliable instrument o of US.
mlicy. The policy changed in time but, like the breom of
e shreerer's apprentice, Cl‘(‘pr could not be induced
nslop

When President Johnson halted the CIA’s paramili-
ary operations in 1965, Crespo left the Agency and be-
jan (o mount independent raids with other Agency vet-
wans. When Customs and thé Coast Guard began to ar-
‘est the raiders, he turned to terrorism as the only wctic
wailable,

 Then came the bomb accident. From the hospital, he
vas taken to the Dade County jail. When I talked to him
here, he had just started a hunger strike to dramatize
Jis cause. He now looked the martyr, an emaciated, boy-
sh figure with a hook where bis right hand had been.

* He had long ago, Crespo explained, commitied his life

o Qe cauge of “liberating” Cuba. Any Tegrets for his
Osses w?&m; ed by pride in his sacrifice and the
sutpouring of sympathy and respect from his fellow ex-
les. “1 have been paid richly in moral payments, far
nore than I deserve, for what little I have done.”
. His only smile camne when he spoke of Rip Robertson.
{e liker the CIA men he had known. They were honest,
ledicated anti-Communists. But he did not see how he
:ould be criticized for resorting to terrorism. He was
)nly doj . what he had been trained to do. And what,
uter all, bad Robertson been if nota terronst hke him,
\gamsl Castro? :

Toreign Conneclions

[TISPEOPLE like Crespe, driven by similar mhmom
and molded by‘emm.manum

o PV O I TR SO YOy e ess—
There huve been overW since
Crespo’s bomb blew up twe 2 half years ago. Earlier

this year Holando Otero, who at the age of 16 had been

the voungest sotdier in the CIA's 2506 Rripade at the Bay
of Pigs, was arrested for bombing the Miami I'BI, the
State’s Attorney’s office, the Dide County police depart-

! mient and Miami Imunauonal Ajrport hgse auach‘

were clearly targeted a£aios _
terrorists; it is a miracle lhat no' one wu leﬂo\uly ln-

)urke'u/" 4

Even more alarming are the pohtical assassmatlons
Five exile leaders bave been murdered since the Crespo

mne xdem and several others seriously wounded. Some of

Qgg%rle Emilio Mlh.m the leading exile radio commenta- .

had criticized the terrorists for committing such acts
within the United States.

er, 1ad both legs torn off by a bomb in his car after he

i‘:

A similarily desigpned bomb killed Letelier. Signifi- -
cnntly perhaps, that q;saqsmatqon ¢ame only a matter. of iy
monuu ‘aftér' the machine-gunning of Bernardo Leigh-,
:ion, a former Chilean Christian Democratic leader, and

hb wife in Rome.
AHNOUEN BT 108 ONE PTESS FCPOTt SUSECSTS that 1talan

fascists were responsible for the Leighton incident,
sone investigators tend to believe it was the work of
n particularly ruthless Cuban exile organization
which claimed credit in a comniunique describing the
weapons used, the number and caliber of shots.

1t is known that a number of exiled activists have beep.
working ¢losely with the right-wing Chilean junta. And,
according to U.S. government sources, they may have
carried out or arranged the Leighton shootings as part
of an ongoing mutual assistance agreement with DINA,
the junta’s secret service.

The extent of the foreign assistance available is partic-
wiarly significant. Just as the Palestinjans have been
able to opecrate only with the help and financial backing
provided by Libya and other Arab countrics, so too do
thie Cuban terrorists require the support of {friendly gov-

, ernments in this hemisphere.

—

e e —— - .

They have built-in bases of support within a number
of tanbbean and Latiz Amcrican cuuntr.Lsm
- for instance, has a prosperous and infiuential exile popu-
I.tion of about 25,000, and exiles have held sensitive
posts in the Venezuelan intelligence service since the
early 1960s, when the country was under attack from
Castro trained and armed guerillas. Some of those ar-
rested in Venezuela in connection with the Air Cubana
hombing were wmeeting with high government officials
rot long agn, 'l‘hpv had even been eiven a §1.000-u-nlaje
fund ra‘c'ug dinner for their czuse in Caracas,

" OB€ of ke men indicied. Luis Povada Carilies, Lad
been both a CIA veteran and a high Venezuelan security
“official. e is reported to have been a link between the
government of Venezuelan President Perez and the Chi-
Jean junta.

A Vio]ent Tradition
I’ Y HE EASE with which upright members of the exile

communnies of the Caribbean murder their politi- -
cat enemics, or fiuance tiwse wha do, mzy siartlc pespic

in the United States bl legzacian docs pot cacry the
stigma among Cubans that it does for Americans. Rath-

er, Wis {hie time- honoreg['msl[ument of revolutionaneg
st any regime. l!)gluglsltlczcd Anjust. Had it not
boen for the CIA’s virtual monopoly on the anti-Castro
activities iic Miami in the early 196Cs, there probably
wouid have been inajor outbreaks of organized terror
earlier, As it was, there were two short-lived ‘campaigns
inspired by men who figure prominently in recent
events. -
he (irst began in 1964 with the mortar attuck on the
U.N. when Chie Guevara came to address the General As-
sembly. This was the work of the fanatically right wing
q%— n gatlonalm gclauon made up of disgruntled
Bay ngs veterans who warned the exiles not to trust
hay (Y L2 01

jnstead for an Algerian styled terror.

!

f " -

i‘ The second outbreak came in 1968 with bombings in
"Miami harbor of slups flying the flags of countries that

had relations with'Cuba. Readers of Miami's daily papers

uviews in which the terrorist would appear in a black
‘Jood and whisper his intentions to bomb Cuban installa-
* tlons and kidnap and assassinate Cuban otti( fals around
the world.
" Later, “Ernectn" dropped the nom de guerre and re-
- vealed himself as the well-kpown pediatrician, Dr. Or-
lando Bosch. Today Bosch is considered the terrorists’
L guiding force. In testiinony before the Senate Internal
{ Security subcoinmittee this year, he was accus
Ming the assassination of Secretary of Stale Kissinger. He
F ds'now in }ail in Venezucla under indictment for an al-
leged role in the Air Cubana bombing. Rumors persist
! that Bosch had received CIA trammz before the Bay of X

nnv

were introduced to “Ernesto," the mysterious leader of __~
“‘Cuban Power,” through “clandestine, exclusive” inter- —

al.plm.-.--‘.l'
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T hé New CUban Terro‘ .

rists

Yags. But there are no indications that he was ever a con- .
trolled agent. Qn the contrary, he was one of the first ex-

ilg leaders to turn against the ﬁ%g o — - ™ He was 3 highly res :
In the , Bosch bitterly denounced the CIA for. | hw Jurist, bug oy,

*dispersing, dividing and destroying the nnil-Csstro rev- end of By :ﬂcre&sing[y embittercq, e

olution.” He, for one, would pursue an independent ady, » 1€ BEgan Y5 méet wi en
path. Thanks to his Cuban Power, Miami jed the world's N\ e el pdlicy of terrorsy, 10 D7 Bosel ang 1g
major citles in bombings — 44 — in 1968. The terro Toute fety ¢ fone. absolutefy ajope .
promptly stopped late in that year when Bosch and eigh ternat fORaIinuoow and we wijj
followers were arrested and jailed. . s CUbG 2t a4 k‘ve}s'?' of
Some exiles responded favorably to-Bosch’s efforts in - ; ALY

er the yeays |

« there is gply ¢
follow jt- viole be

: nee, the ip.
the slru_ggle for the 1‘x-eedofl:rne lojz'

. * Miro's woe
the 1960s, but few of the CIA’s Cubans or the main- battle cry an?j;, :rp:'ken 3t the end of 197 serveg
stream anti-Castro leaders took his work serjousty. They Overnighy, the ingt] .}:lstmcamn 10 the niy p is a
saw the bombings as symbolic gestures without real im- were painted op wa:: of the pew exile fropt Fl‘;f ;vgn
pact, and they continued 1o logk to the U.S. go en € out of pes ® ACross Miami's Litgjg o, 10
as the last, best hope of liberating Cuba. Once the Viet- Later that v ‘Ir’ect Or fear, no gne Pain avana. Ej.

nam struggle ended, they believed, the green light

. . the ¢
would be given by Washington to resume the secret w #iven 2 martvp uban emhgags in p
But events were under way which would radicalize . former Tag :.Y: n‘t ;‘2%11! it Miamj_Hon dre::lsin :}e was
many of the mainstream exiles and, in 1873, precipitate Herald weny e o atended, 4 article ix‘“the i\‘u‘;m
' mi

when the United States SIS

. 0 far
ence, , ': e he fay

cisive deyelopment came
a treaty against hijacking ; i began vigh
.Jantly to arrest those exiles still trying 1o pald the island;

in sorme cases They v e very veterans the CYA Bad ™
traincd and sponsored on such missions only a few years [ ,

before. Sens. Clajborne Pell (D-R.1) and Jacob Javita (R- seorge Davis
Whose bouse hag been Lujs 8 subpoeng op the mMan

!

N.Y.) went to Cuba and Dr. Kissinger hegan talking as it g :
he planned to open negotiations with Castro. [ Tollowing worning § cor vy gl:??s bomb factory. Tpe
4 Nf % [H] . d

?

< . i 2NEE chang s —
“Fish” in the *Sea”™ - ) Hd:):m hgml;' vis an -accelmtmgf;;; f;o“;x: g rap o
T WAS AT this moment, when all seemed lost for the A week later toleap to safpry, * on him,
exiles, that Paiestinian gunmen were demonstrating Torriente was » 0 Good Friday, exile leader -
that terror could make a considerabie political and pub- en assassinated iy his living m(ﬁ“'d"'.j"‘
lic relations impact; soon Yasir Arafat would appear, - : while

with 2 pistol at his belt, 10 gddress the U.N. General As-~
sembly. With ;twmmmm
in ming, the bickering factions among the exile acyvists

moved to unite and to rene , Convenlangly, .

t

B S R =
ne

theoretician and indigputable leader. In the autumn of
1978 70 different eﬁl}e: orggﬁtlom gathered in San
Juan for a congross; an umbrells organization was
formed angd chortly thereafter (he torvurist eamapuige

was initiated by the boiubing of several Cuban diplo-

matic missioxs. . .
It is a part of the doctrine of “liberation” movements

that terrorists must function as “fish” in the “sea” of a_
supportive environment. The “fish,” men such as Luls .
Crespo, seem to be in abundant supply among the exiles. !
The critical factor is the hospitable sea. Without it, a ter-’ G
rorist cannot finance his activities, cannot escape his en- ‘
emies and, perhaps most important, cannot sustain him- "

’

sell emotionally. 1t is here {haj the shift in yentimept .
among the mainstream exiles' counts; it has cr g
substant ¢ within the Miami com o
which has so far ed the support nceded to sustain.
th‘ww i aavs il 3 TS e fhi"‘“%j?“:'
./ yy,s Fake the instructive ;g\a\gﬂgh of Cﬂmgg{igﬁs’pgmwﬁ
'%s"the jast constitutional président of Cubg, fo the new de-:
' velopments. From his exlle In Miaml, Prio warned that’
exlies would react violently to any move by the United

N ]

-

Qizres ta racagnica Nactra, addir g: , T . s Aiami Horasg -

"My position is aguinst indiscriminate terrorism. 1 Dr. Orlando B"’Ch"lﬂl’ed in Ven .
dan't like dynamite — it is too blind. It's not good to kill bombin . A 3 cuela ?n
innocent people. But it is good to attack the Castro peo- & chasge.

ple wherever they are. That’s okay. I'm not against this .

_'kind of political terrorism just because it is inside the

. i United States. It’s all right with me.” '

Perhaps even more significant was the position voiced

Q}; Dr. Miro Cardona, who had been Castro’s first prime
imnister and then, as president of the Revolutionary
Council, the man selected by the CIA and the Kennedy
administration to hecome president of Cuba once Castro - 0 O 3
was overthrown.- ' ;




watching “Ben Hur” on television. His killer left a note
identifying the assassination as the work o&'@the
same group which ciaimed responsibility for the Leigh-
ton machine-gunning in Rome. A subsequent letter
twreatened other old-style leaders who had “misled” the
exiles in thé past. Alarmed by thesc developments, the
FBI advised Senators Pell and Javits, who bad hecome _ , o .
identified in exile eyes with the effort to renew .S, re- _The Chilean connection is beyoud dispute; the ques-
lations with Cuba, to vary their routes to aud from work tion is just hiow far it goes. Max Leznik, the publisher of
mmdplm Just i case. Little Havapa's largest newspaper, Replica, says that

. f the exile terrorisis are *crfo:‘mmﬂs'.rcr"-;xrm
h the terrorism cre the same o x e g strong
oo " reated bitter dcbate thhm : services for DINA. “The Chiisans are using (e Cylmns

' exile community, the new campaign did gain ngopuhr 3 ‘ -
ity At 2 rally held  ralse a defense fusd for Tus | ihey use thex% %)emuﬁ the Cubans aie crusadersiYou

e tell them ¢ Chileaiis In Paris who were close
5.1 )
Little Havana walked in off the street and contribuled \ tfﬁ:in, d"e' alnd ﬂ:,“ Alzepde - clo:,e . Castro and they
more than $12,000, mostly in $1 and $2 donations. And 5 _Like other mmg “ﬂ”' Leznjk has reaorted to
when the two men went on trial, Miami's Mz 2 bodyguardl. At 'thie 2nd of pur interview he pulled out a*
‘Ferepe verote the judg" askh.;, it merey poibowi o - 45 snd said, “It's incredible, hut I need this t¢ syurvive oy
ﬂ.he e pairiots. "1, an editor, You American newsmen {eel y u don't need
The Bngud s Decision 3.t ;:) carry & gun but think what it was 'ILlL iti the Old wfu
= s 4" IUs Tike thag bere. Everywhore I g6, 1 Lihe @ man with a
_ “E:_RE HfAVE?;een hundr e‘:gj;“’? Castro m;g:l;;: A pistol and other weapous. If the pthe take them away
za “32165_,9111! So-Miami.. hyears st from me, then i die.”
h goml :ll: el omeTble:s hsfte& - or«;volu%mu = Leznik's problem is particularly thoryy because b2 is a
evertheless, only one of these organizations pr fs_ss_s_,_rinln'»gasomt and fo’!lgb& alongside Gastfo in vhe:
. of Pigs) Brigade 2506 Association, communds umversal : Slerra Maestra. Some of {he exiles, he says, cunnot distin-
re%‘;:]ecta , d 4 " A app . lm'lt ly 1500 _; guish hetween seciaiism and communism and doubt bis
; € Brigadag 350013 l‘m W‘ “5 rexjmase loyalty to the anti-Castro cause. Howevar misguided
A\ :n}lil;zgs;;:aiilt::::ct;:n?g;? :Sel;eﬂ&z:::l al\t)(;fe frrvlqr: gﬂll; they may be about Leznik, it is understandable that
- 1l a year ag some exiies are confused about the loyalti ant even
had been a fraternal organization. Bui at its 14th auni- ; the identilies of their comrades. PR,
versary geremonies ifi ADNL 1‘375 2 markgd shift wag ap- i ‘ * Such suspicions were reinforced by the nature of the
’paxent a shift which wauld $oon ‘bring about a f“f’d“") violence in 197475. Altheugh the terrorists did strike at
‘ mer::ill:: a;:aie:netat:-:i:‘:”t‘z?sgrni‘ﬁ:d:é?l l;réaer;ic(f m; v - , some Castroite targets abroad, they concentrated their
o TW ! } 3 altac_Ls,lanml and most of the targets were other ex-
l{ llud1 te Pr(;:xdunl }jmi\edy lhe{l’rfosxdtl*nl h‘”kgd thl(- Bri- . iles. The campaign was by no means universally support-
gade as the standard-bearer,of freedom in tize hemi- " ed, but gone dared to be ouispokenly critical..
| spuere ‘mu fetore wens of ithousands of cheering extles ‘)/ Some of the e;lm ho\;evcr came to see the terror
in the Orange Bowl, pledged to return its flag Lo the lreo ' campaign as suspiciously counterproductive. It not only
| soil of Cuba. '8 spresd fear and suspicion within the community but
Now the Brigade velerans were making speechm ac, \ also alienated the U.S. government and public.
cusing the United States of hnlm‘mgélhmuﬂ_ . ‘":d ' That the exiles have been deeply penetrated by agents
théy urgianded that the Kennedy Library relurn the from Havana is a view long held williia the FEI and

flag, threatmm library if refused. (Wiscly,

olher interested agencies. No criously ions the
u,u‘_fm;;@ed 7T Drigade conuumxm‘mm- er inte gencies. No one seriously quesiions the

.. 'fanaticel sincerity of most af the terrorists, but some ex- -
monies by awarding its first Freedom Award to Gen. ile leaders and U.S. officials have begun to theorize that

Pmochet of the Chilean junta.
X : agents provocatenrs were behind some of the inflamma-
h, too, was apparently establishing close links tory incidents most likely to create dissénsion within the

ith the Chileans. He had jumped parole, fleeing t.hr’ P - ~ - = .
United States Just after the Torriente killing. He was ir.- (¥ éuﬁswewm d““‘“‘te e ﬁm&ﬁmo colla
" an, Brigado veer, s fa re st e i
armed Chileans and had access tc all the money he need- 2 i and X Vonling murxbu' o oldest Md sl mutic.z__[y
sty Sl Bhsch wis Tt s Wiarra- right-wing exile terror group, ‘ge'ay.tgi Ho was
ed. (The reporter also said Bosch was reading a biogra said 10 have been one of the Natigpatisls most formida-
phy of Yasit Arafat) J ble members, with a personal” fo[‘owmg among the

f State Department files indicate that the Chileans were - younger terrorists. Suddenly, in the fall of (874, several

ing safe haven, passports and even the use ol diplo- 5o T, : ; A : :
rt'e_rc gou"'wls i sn‘;ne r()?ub;n terrorislﬁ//()fi—e 'QG'!"\EFn_— 1. - months afier ‘Torriente’s assassination, Rivero-Collade
matic_pouche : Vern- :

ment investigator says that a remote control detopating
device, used in the assassination of the exiie leader Ro~
lando Masterer in 1975, had been brought into the
Uniied States in a Chilean diplomaiic pouch.
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watching “Ben Hur” on television. His killer Jeft a note

identifying the assassination as the work

same group which claimed responsibility for the frighe

fon meshineguaning i Bame. A subsequent letter

threaiened other o!d-style leaders who had “misled” the

exiles jn thé past. Alarmed by thesc developments, the

FBI advised Senators Pell and Javils, w

identified in exile eyes with the effort to renew U.S. re-
- lations with Cuba, o vary their routes to and from work

m,;%e_c_aummm_css_e.-_
a oughthommmmuad umrmmmm

more m m ma! ﬂ lm And

RO ¢ ‘ mmammsety 1590
i m'emhtu.'mm managed to remaia aloof from Lit- -
" |tie Huvana's internecine infrigues. Until a year ago it
.| had been a fratornal omtnhauon But at its 14th auni-
975, 4 marked shift wag ap~.:
, _ % wm tnndm'f
ﬁ'y eRmpRIgR. i -\t b
'I‘welve yom ‘eariier the’ Bﬂgade had pmemed its
llag to President Kennedy. The President hailed the Bri-
. gade as the standard-bearer, of freedomn in the hemi-
_spuere and, before tens of ‘housands of cheering cxiles
in the Orange Bowl, pledged to return Mts ﬂag 10 the rree
soil of Cuba.

Now the Brigade veterans were makm 8 eeohes ac-,
cusing the United States ¢ ; ause, al se, and
théyaemanded that the Ken.gggy ijrarz relurn 0 the
flag, threatening Xt ibrary if refused. ( lwly,l
the urned.) The Brigade concluded ¥ cere-
" monies by awarding its' first Freedom A\'vard to Gen.

Emochet of the Chilean lgnta )
~ Dr.fasch, too, was apparently establishmg close links

with the Cgileans He had jumped parole, fleejng the
United States just after the Torriente killing. He was iri-
terviewed in Curacao by an exile newsman who re-
ported that Bosch was being escorted by a band of
armed Chileans and had access to all the money he néed-
ed. (The reporter also said Bosch was reading a biogra-

© phyof Yasit Arafat)

, State Department files indicate that the Chileans were
(0}

ffering safe haven, passports and even the uge of diplo-

matic pouches to some Cuban terrorists/ One govern-
ment investigator says that a remote control detonating

device, used in the assassination of the exile leader Ro-
lando Masferer in 1975, had been brought into the
United States in a Chilean diplomatic pouch.

—

. The Chilean connection is beyond dispute; the ques-
tion is just how far it goes. Max Leznik, the publisher of

Little Havana's largest newspaper, Heplica, says that
- some of the exile terrerists are pcrformmgstronn arm
- oser vleeuor DlNA ‘ 8 & !

ey wievicw b pad outhY;
Mmeed this te survive cs.

u m \fm American newsmen feel you don't need

Ky umy & gwm but think what it was like in the Old West.

‘ M‘ * ity ke tieag here. Everywhere I o, I tihe a man with a

pistol and other weapons. If the police take them away
from me, then I die.”
Leznik’s problem is particularly thorny because haisa.
and fought alongside Castfo in \he
Maestra. Some of the exiles, he says, cannot distin-
guish hetween socialism and communism and doubt his
loyalty to the anthCastro cause. However misguided
they may be about Leznik, it is undersiandable that

some exiles are confused about the loyaltics and even

i+ the identities of their comrades.

. Such suspicions were reinforced by the nature of the
violence in 1974-75. Although the terrorists did strike at
. -, SOTRe Cwnue tm-geu abroad they concentrated thenr\

cempaign % suspiciously counterproductive. It not only
spread fear and suspicion within the communny but

. also aliensted the U.S. govemmentandpubm
1/ That the exiles have been deepl etrated by agents
from Hg ha%‘l" E%wmmm ')“B}and
Tm&’% agencies. No one seriously questions the
k' ‘fanatital sincerity of most of the terrorists, but gome ex-.:
. ble leaders and U.S. officials have begun 1o theorize that

teurs were behind some of the inflamma-
l&eﬂgcr a fsion within the

ch observers cite the history of Carlos Rwero-CoIla-

' J Soln o! hl eﬂu, hewever,came to gee the terror -

+ -

. do, Brigade veteran, son of \a pre-Castro prime minister .

"' . and a leading member of the oldest and most funatica

S L‘Gﬁ‘_"’_ﬁ! exile terror group sﬁ'mf?ﬂ?ﬂh He was.
“'  sald To have been one of the N3

tigpalisis ost formida-
ble .members, with a personal*Tollowing among the .
. younger terrorists. Suddenly, in the fall of 1974, several

»"'months after Torriente’s’ assassination, Rivero-Collado
! [
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TILE WASIINGTON POST Sundey, November 7,1976  ««+

L o . . " o .~ United Press International
Radio commentator Lnulza leum had his legs blown off when a bomb exploded in this car.

defected to Cuba, publicly denouncmg the terrorists a

scists and — more significant — describing their mem
ership in detail.Their plans, he clalmed included assas
sination of U.S. officials,

‘he Offensive Begins

HE CIVIL war aspects of this supposedly anti-Cas

tro terror campaign grew in intensity after Rivero

\ Collado’s departure, culminating in December, 1975
with a sudden rash of bombings, including those agains

the I'BI and state’s attorney’s offices. Then the violence

in Mianli all butl stopped. And_a true offensive was

launched agmnst Cuban targets in Europe and th(

“Thieapparent explanation for this reversal i t.\rgets i
to he found in the sudden entry of the veterans of the
Bay of Pigs Brigade into the struggle. The decision was
reached at the Hah rewnion of the Brigade on Apr™ =
S yowr. The Buigde ! uu(‘_la clain- Lo have tieg
ail AEresueni v with the ulyg_x et roists to L;ul
wag ot_home; in u.lum the Brl"ade would 1 tdku
e ap 1(‘asuuw.ar T

This new coalition was apparently responsnble
following incidents:

. April 6 — two Cuban fishing vessels machine g

*_ one Cuban killed. April 22 — a bomb kills two Cut
bagsy officials in Lisbon. July 5 -— Cuban UN. !
bombed; July 9 -— homb explodes in luggage car
W3 before being loaded aboard Alr Cubana
July 10 — Cubun airlines office in Barhados In
Aug. 9 - two embassy ofiicials in Buenos Air
nappt,d Late August — one Cuban official killed i
1(‘0 &Lity, and an unsuccessful attempt made tg .
.mother in Yucatan.

In the midst of the canpaign mst summer, E
leaders met in the Dominican Republic with repr
“tives of Dr, Bosch and of several terrorist groups,
ing ilw ‘lny\ e, te A vow nnr,.nmenf wyg raue
Tbﬁn a united frun tto L.u ry out & coorﬂmuled cal
*of inicrnalional {error against argets wh
tTicy could ho reaclied. The new organization’s

"CONU Cojnutandos of United Revolutionary Or

‘tions), would not become known (0°thé Afmerical

unltil the group was implicated two months later
¢rash of the Air Cubana plane en route from Ba
to llavana.
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During the Labor Day weekend the Brigade t
unprecedented step, apparently designed to broad
base of the terror movement. It held its first co

and there announcerd the opening of a war ches!
tablish ap exi ‘ ﬁ%ﬁm?mwi
zation universally respected among the exiles ha
lent its prestige 10 terFor. o T
Like Lust Crespo, the Brigade's leaders do nol
understand why the United States should disappr
their latest offort, now that the violence in Mia
abated. Seventy exiles have reportedly been subp
to testify before a Grand Jury in Miami; oilier
been called before a Grand Jury in Washing
connection with the Letelier killing. ,
' The leaders of the Brigade's terrorist arm sa:
have yiolated 0o Amerjcan JawsMost are Americ
zens and they are carefu) to conspire abroad.
- One of them, a Jong time veteran of America's
wars against Cuba, spoke of his bitter resentm
being labeled a terrorist. “To us a terrorist is 2 ma
cets a bomb off and doesn't care who he kills. A 1

"are revolutionaries.”s : :

o he u(fo;-ﬁl 'Im- tha Alr I‘n‘nm‘ or
Wit that the new terrer ¢a Is aimed at the

- tionary is 8 man who uses tkc_?_atg@_s_ggm’
.+ available (o him at the moment 1o hit Fidel Casts .

P The crash, it was assumed, w ; )

'%ourlst trade, : i
“Also,, he said, “88 per cent of the people on t
plane were Cemmunists and_our war is against Co
_menists” 1t was Loped, he added, that the terror acti

. would lead 0 iucressed tension hoTween Te Unf
. States and Cuba. , -
Yacing Realities | e

ND INDEED Castro quickly abrogated the anti
jacking treaty, charging that the CIA was bel:
he terrorism. This was just what the terrc ‘ists wan
— to_put Cuba and the United States ba  at lagg
heads.: : . - “
‘There is no reason to helieve Castro’s charge that
CIA is sponsoring today’s terrorists, but there is also
..+ 'way of degying the past intimate CIA connectionq"“
«: many of thesemen. . T
* . The impression shouid not be ere that all-oe o
of the CIA's Cuban veterans have become terrorists,
that all of most of the cxiles support the terrorists. T
Is not the cuse. But there are enough militants and s
_ porlers 10 cause terribie problems for some time
. come. .. 4
Tiie Air Cubana bombing, which caused the death
" .the entire Cuban national fencing team among other:
: ... taken by the Cuban peopie as a national tragedy. -
... Inaspeech shortly after the crash, Castro warned t
" henceforth his government would retaliate for attac
‘I'he_terrorjsts, for their part, say there will be new
tacks, and soon. The prospccts are omINOLE,
The natural tendency is (o dismiss the exile terror
as fascists or part of sorne lunatic fringe. But not so k

ago they were our closest military and ideological all

|| acclajmed by President Kennedy as the champiops

Lo eedom in the hemisphere. e

e must begin by reinemberj partin start
ti8n down the desperate path they are following.
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The Chilean Sqcialist Party
has offices ins%‘r‘-%?lin,
Havana and Rome. Intelli-
gence sources contend that
money couldn’t . have heen
transmitted to Letelier without

Slain Chilean -
P tied to Hav a n a :}t::vgltfban government's ap-

Another letter in Letelier's
briefcase was written on Sept.
14. 1976, by one of his young
colleagues. It tells of a meet-
ing in Havana with Emilio

Secret papers found in Chilean exile leader Orlando Letetier's
attache case after his assassination show he had been collecting
a mysterious $1,000 a month through a ‘‘Havana connection.”

The papers also reveal that
Letelier's office had been in
close contact, perhaps inno-
cently, with a top Cuban intel-
ligence agent named Julian
Torres Rizo.

The respected Letelier, a’

former Chilean foreign minis-
ter, was blown to oblivion on
Sept. 21 as he was driving
down Washington's tranquil,

tree-shaded Embassy Row.

Accompanying him in his blue
Chevrolet were two passen
gers, Mike Moffit and his wife,
Ronni. The bomb biast also
killed Ronni, but Mike miracu-
lously survived.

He telephoned us afterward
in anguish and pleaded with us
to investigate the assassina-
tion. Our preliminary findings
indicated that Chile's dread se-
cret police, known as DINA,
probably had been behind the
bombing. Now our investiga-
tion has turned up some unex-
pected developments.

The blast that killed Leteli-

er. we have learned, revealed

that he had been leading a
strange double life. The evi-
dence was locked in a Samso-
nite attache case, which inves-
tigalors salvaged from the
wreckage.

The briefcase was returned
to the murdered man’s family.
But first, intelligence agents
copied the contents for possi-

R | - AN

ble clues that might lead to the
assassins.

They found some unexpect-
ed clues that were even more
fascinating. The briefcase con-
tained papers so sensitive that

Letelier probably carried .

them to prevent their theft by
CIA housebreakers. We have
now seen some of these hush-
hush papers.

They show that Letelier re-
ceived $1,000 a month
a “Havana connection.”” His
contact was none other than
Beatrice (Tati) Allende,
daughter of Salvador Allende,
the Chilean president who was
slain in 1973 by a military
junta. Tati now lives in Hava-
na with her husband, who is a

. Cuban official.

In a May 8, 1975, letter to
Letelier, she notified him that
he will receive $5.000 as an ad-
vance payment ‘‘para apoyer
tu trabajo’ — ‘‘to suppart your
work.” This was to be followed
by the monthly $1000 pay-
ments. The money would
come, she said, from the Chi-
lean Socialist Party in exile.
The disbursement had been
approved, she explained, by
the party’s leader, Carlos Al-
tamierano.suhe-is-reported to
?e living in exile in East Ber-
in.

Brito, a Communist Central’
Committee functionary. Ac-
cording to our intelligence
sources, Brito is affiliated with
the Cuban planning group that
directs the subversion of Puer-
1o Rico and the United States.
The letter thanks Brito for
some scholarly material ‘‘re-
ceived from the hands of Ju-
lian Rize.” The writer

_promises to send other

academic information to Brito
through “la Mision,” meaning
the Cuban mission at the
United Nations.

_ Officially, Rizo was listed
as the first secretary of the
Cuban mission. But as early as
March 1, 1976, we identified
him as a spy in diplomatic dis-
guise. “His mission at the
United Nations," we wrote, “‘i
to develop contacts with radi-
cals in this country.”

We have omitted the name
of Letelier's young colleague,
because he has received an
assassination threat. But we
questioned him for an hour.
The young man contended per-
suasively that he was totally
unaware of the intelligence
roles of Brito and Rizo.

\
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By Jack Anderson and Les Whitten

WASHINGTON — Secret papers found
in Chilean exile leader Orlando Letelier's
attache’ case after his assassination shows
he had been collecting a mysterious $1,000a
month through:a “Havana connection.”

The papers, also reveal that Letelier's
office had been in close contact, perhaps in-
nocently, with a top Cuban intelligence
agent named Julian Torres Rizo.

The respected Letelier, a former -

Chilean {oreign-mtinister, was blown to obli-

~

fit and his wife, Ronni. The bomb blast also
k:bl:g Ronni, but Mike miraculously sur-
vived. .

He telephoned us afterward in anguish
and pleaded with us to Investi?fte the as-
sassination. Our preliminaty findings in-
dicated that Chile’s dread secret police,
known as DINA, probably had been behind
the bombing. Now our investigation has
turned up some unexpected developments.

The blast that killed Letelier, we have
learned, revesled that he had been leading
& strange double life. The evidence was

. The

vion on Jept. 2L as he was dri down
Washingtoy's tranquil, tree-shaded Embas- locked in a Samsonite attache’ case, which
%y Row. mpenying him in his blue investigators salvaged from the wreckage.
hevrolet were two passengers, Mike Mof- The briefcase was returned to the
} ! Y.
“The letter
scholarly ma ks Brito for son,.
hands of Julian 120." The writer promises

(o send other

Brito

“ia Mision," meaning
Cuben m at the United Nationg, fhe
Officislly, Rizo was listed as the first

secretary of the Cuban mission
ly as Merch 1, 1878, we identifi T

Spy in diplomatic dhqn!le. “His mission at

the United Nations,” we wrote,

develop contscts with radicals In this

cwntryl ”n

We have omitted the name of Letelier's

young coll

eague, because he has peceived

an assassination threat. B tioned
him for an hour. The y:un:tl::nqc‘;:med
persuasively that he was totaly unaware of
the intelligence roles of Brito and Rizo
Letelier, at the time of his death, v}as

affiliated with the Institute

for Policy

Studies, The Institute's director, Marcu

Raskin, said he

bad no knowledge of

Letelier's secret payments. “What be did

for his Chilean conce;
his Institute wolf“‘?uv in mltd. lz.oumde

+ Raskin to)

008

Dead Chilean exile
had link te Cuba

murdered man’s family. But first, in-
telligence agents copied the contents for
ploss ble clues that might lead to the assas-
sins.

They found some unexpected clues that
were even more fascinating. The briefcase
contained papers 80 sensitive that Letelier
probably carried them to prevent their
theft by CIA housebreakers. We have now
seen some of these hush-hush papers.

They show that Letelier received $1,000
a month through a “Havana connection.”
His contact was none other than Beatrice
“Tati"’ Allende, daughter of Salvador
Allende, the Chilean president who was si-
ain in 1973 by a military junta. Tati aow
lives in Havana with her husband, who is a
Cuban official.

In a May 8, 1075, letter to Letelier, she
notified him that he will receive $3,000 as an
advance payment ‘‘para apoyer tu trabajo ™"
— “‘to support your work.”’ This was to be
followed by the monthly $1,000 payments.

money would come, she sald, from the
Chilean Socialist party in exile, The dis-
bursement had -been approved, she ex-
plained, by the party’s leader, Carlos
Altamierano, who is reported to be living in
exile in East Berlin.

The Chilean Socialist Party has offices
in East Berlin, Havana and Rome.
Intelligence sources contend that money
couldn’t have been transmitted to Letelier
without the-Cuban government’s approval.

Another letter in Letelier’'s briefcase
was written on Sept. 14, 1976, by one of his

{loung colleagues. It tells of a meeting in
avana with Emilio Brito, a Communist
Central Committee functionary. Accordi
to our ‘i'nf(elllgence sources, Brito is af-
filiated #ith the Cuban planning group that
direze8 the subversion of Puyzo Rico and
the United States. '

~ -y
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Cn March 7, 1972, a short letter
was sent to a Washington.area fire-
" arms cealer by Ambassador Or'lando
Letelier of Chile on embassy station-
ery.
hrcad:
“Please enter my order for two In-
ram M1! Systems 380 ACP cal. for
tand cv.xlua ion, Very truly yours,
9 Lete'rer. Ambassador of

‘4

o

e Mokl ...';...".. “

('}\‘;

; Iniessthan two days, the State De-
rartment’s Office of Munitions Con-
»iro! had signed the export license,
and the transfer was also signed by
Zex Davis, director of the Treasury
Jepartment's Bureau of Alcohol,

r—(«'\\m

Tobacco and Firearms. Roth docu-
ments are dated March 9, 1973.

Late that afternoon, a messenger
from the firearms company arrived
at the Chilean embassy residence,
where he received a check from an
administrative officer named Hernan
Navarro in the amount of 3376.80.
The check was signed by Letelier,

THE CHILEAN ambassador then
left for a 10-day visit in Santiago via
LAN Chile Airlines Flight 451 with
his luggage and, apparently, the
package from the Washington-area
arms dealer. The package contained
two Ingram 9mm submachine guns.
These weapons are equipped to fire a
J2-cartridge clip, eifective at [00

an, P
—”h

; :“/’/'\
uo

L
al

meters single-shot and more it
sprayed at the full-automatic setting.
With the sound suppressor, or Si- -
lencer, the Ingram is described by
U.S. authorities as & lethal counterin-
_surgency weapon that has no other
purpose than killing by stealth. With
the silencer and clip removed and the
wire shoulder stock folded inside the
gun, the weapon is no larger than a
.45-caliber pistol of the standard
American make.

The reason for the purchase of two
of these submachine guns with si.
lencers, plus 200 rounds of ammuni.
tion, by Letelier =~ six months before
his Marxist. Unidad Popular gover-
nent was overthrown by the Chilean

- See LETELIER, A-12,

UNS

Phone (202) 484.5000 CRCLATON 484 3000
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—Washiaaton Star Ponrtographer Ray Lustie
ased by Letelier, equipped with siicnicer
th stock folded as shown and sliencer re-
oit .45 automatic ia picture.

The type of ﬁnbmachme-gun purch
and with 32-reund clip in place Wi
moved itis about the same size as C
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LETELIER

Continucd From A-1

armed forces — is as much a mys-
tery today as his murder here last
Sept. 21 when a bomb exploded under
his car,

FEDERAL OFFICIALS and Wash-
ington police investigating the mur-
ders of Letelier and his assocate,
Ronni Karpen Moffitt, discovered
that he had bought the weupons. The
Washington Star began checking the
same ground last week after Leteli-
er's widow, Isabel Letclier, told a
Georgetown University audience that
her husband had bcen falsely ac-
cused by the military junta of in-
volvement in drug trafficking and

weapons sruggling, -

Dets. Stanley R. Wilson and Joh
R. Chaillet of the Metropolitan Police
homicide 'squad, assigned to the
Moffitt-Letelier case, ,were asked
about the junta accusations and Mrs,
Letelier's response. Although they
refused to discuss any aspects of
their investigations, the detectives
said there was no evidence of any
kind that Letelier had been involved
indrugtrafficking,

They did confirm, however, that
Letelier had bought two weapons be-
fore he was recalled from his ambas-
sadorship here in May 1973, but de-
clined to disclose any further details
of the purchase. But The Star located
the arms dealer, who also insisted on

anonymity, and has obtained a copy .

~of Letelier's order for the subma-
chine guns,

The dealer insisted that the sale
was legal and showed the U.S. gov-
crnment documents he obtained at
the State and Treasury departments
before making the delivery to the
ambassador. The decaler said he
Land-carried the documents to State
and Treasury for the necessary
signatures. A State Department
source said the transaction appar-

“~eptly was expedited by officials be-
catsg normally the necessary ap-
provais could not be obtained in a
two-day period. -

\‘
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THE SILENCERS, according to
Deputy Director James D. Hataway,
could not be ecxported now under
State Department policies  estab-
Jished since Letelier boyght the si-
lencers and subm\achine guns.

The Ingram submachine gun was
designed for use with a silencer and
is out of balance without it, Without
the silencer and with the stock at full
extension, the weapon is easily con-
cealed inside a suit coat. It has little
recoil and, with the silencer, is al-
most noiscless.

While it could not be ascertained
whether Lctelier took the weapons
with him to Chile on March 9, 1973,
the messenger who delivered the

package to the chancery was told 4

that the ambassador nceded the
package for his journey. Bringing the
weapons out of the United States and
into Chile would not have been smug-
gling because Letelier had all the
necessary permission from U.S. au-
thorities. There would have been no
difficulty in getting the weapons past
customs since Letelier could cither
have carried them in his luggage or
in the Chilean diplomatic pouch.

THE ARMS DEALER said he had
no idea whether Letelier wanted the
weapons for his own use, was taking
them to Chile for someone else or
whether the “test and evaluation”
motivation was genuine. Officials say
the normal procedure for any gov-
ernment acquiring weapons for test
and evaluation is through military at-

tache channels. In any case, it is not |

known what Letelier did with them.

The Chilean Embassy here, now
representing the military junta, said
it would have to ask Santiago if the
Ingrams and the silencers were cap-.
tured when the armed forces took
power. The serial numbers of the
weapons bought by Allende are 3-
300819 and 3-3001047. The silencer
numbers are $-3-2000379 and S-3-
2000460, according to the records of
the arms dealer here.

Letelier returned to Chile in May
1973 and became successively foreign
minister, minister of interior and de-
fense minister. He was taken
prisoner by the armed forces on Sept.
11, 1973, when the coup d’etat was
carried out by the armed forces
under Gen. Augusto Pinochet, and
spent much of the next year on bleak
Dawson Island near the Straits of
Magellan.

A -

About a weekkfler the coup, a Star

" reporter visited Mrs. Letelier in her

Santiago home and was asked if her
husband had had any weapons. She
said he had a pistol that was given to
him by fellow employes when he was
leaving the Inter-American Develop-
ment Bank. Mrs. Letelier, who now
lives in -Bethesda, said she turned
this souvenir pistol over to the Chi-
lean national police as soon as the
junta issued a decree requiring that
all weapons be handed in,

The Ingram submachine gun and
silencer were made by the Military
Armament Corp. of Powder Springs,
Ga. The local arms deuler said the
company since has gone out of busi-
ness.




By Jeremiah O’Leary
and Toni House

‘ashingion Star S&a" Writers

- Members ¢ Castro exile
group under scrutmy in the murder
of Chilean diplomat Orlando L —‘teller
have charged U.S. officials with har-
assment and said the jailing of one of
their members for ref’usng to testify
before a z:znd jury was a “fishing
expeodii -

Leac:rs of the Movimiento Nacion-
alista Cubano from the northern Naw
Jersey area made the charge in a
press conference after U.§. District
Judge John Lewis Smith yesterday
seritenced Jose Dionisio Suarez to
jail.

Suarez had refused to testify under
immunity before the grand ju
investigating the Sept. 21 car-bom
murders of Letelier and his associ-
ate, Rogni Karpen Moffitt.

crra 7* ATTORNEY, Oscar

- A4 x The Washmgth Star

Harassed in. Le?ellei'

toA the wmi@ss) declared after the
sentencing, ‘It would appear that

Tbunday, Aprit 21,1977

{the _prosecutor) wants_to_ it oune
Aml-Cas(rogroup againsta ano’.ger.

“They are trying to get any infor-
mation they can about what every
anti- (,ast"o organization is doing and
that’s a fishing expedition,” sald the
lawyer.

Suarez, an Elzaheth, N.J., car
sazlesman, and another MNT mem-
ber, Alvin Rcss D:az, viaera granted
immunity from seli-incrimination in
the Letel:e' probe April 14. The two

Cubans, along with eight other exiles -

now living in New Jersey and Miami, -

made their first grand jury appear-:

ance here April 6 but refused to an-
swer questions.

Yesterday, accompanied by theu‘
attorney, they came to Washington
for a second grand jury appearance.

Suarez, the only witness called by
Asst. USS. Atty. ugene Propper. re-

l

- __.A-..u

Case

~tused to answer any quesnons E‘Tore :
the. grand jury. The prosecutor im-
mediately haled Suarez before
Smith, where Propper requested that .
the witninss be held in contempt.

Smith ordered the Cuban exile to .
be jailed for the life of the grand :
jury, which does not expire until next
March, or until he testifies.

[ ATTORNEY SUAREZ and another !

MNC leader, Guillermo Novo, told |
reporters tirey objected to testfo-'nb
about other Cubans groups with
which they said they have no conncc- -
‘tion. Nove §rﬂd the MNC is not subor-

dinate to the exile terrorist orgamaza-

tion, CORU, or_its leader, 5rlanao

Bosch, who is mC *jail mJVegezluelaé[
Ngxg._g__Umon ity, N eclared ;
that the MNC is 100 percen of bosed |
ngdtocrlmmate iolence.

Novo and the other Cubans also
denied any connection with DINA, |

t.fxe Chzlfa_n secret pohce.‘ B l

-
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JACK ANDERSON
and LES WHITTEN

ASHINGTON—Congress has called for
military equipment, including planes,
radar, sensors and satellites, to bolster the
faltering battle against drug abuse.

. This unusual request has. been forwarded to the
Pentagon by the Senate Permanent Investigations
subcommittee. In a private letter to Defense Secre-
tary Harold Brown, the senators pleaded: “This coun-
try is fighting a self-proclaimed war on drugs. When
fighting a war, you us~ the best rezources available
‘alnd make every effort to win. This is not being

one.”

The letter, signed by Sens. Sam Nunam, (D-Ga.)
and Charles Percy (R-Ill.), contends that drug abuse
costs the United States a staggering $17 billion annu-
ally., More than 5,000 Americans die each year from
the improper use of drugs; thousands more are Kkilled
and injured in drug-related crimes.

The sheer magnitude o~ the drug problem has led
the subcommittee to seek drastic countermeasures.
“Within the federal govermment,” declare the sena-
tors, “the Department of Defense alone possesses the
air and land vehicles needed to pursue and overtake
the drug traffickers.”

They point out that the Customs Service ‘lacks
sufficient planes, radar, sensors and other equipment
to adequately profect our borders; the equipment it
does have largely consists of second generation or ill-
equipped models.” To curb the deadly drug traffic,

- the senators insist, will take “resources comparable
in sophistication io those used by the smugglers
themselves.” :

FOOTNOTE: A spokesman said the Pentagon has
received the proposal and is preparing a response.

@

Cuban officials have tipped off -visiting Americans
that the Cuban terrorist, Orlando Bosch, .is the man
behind the dynamite de th of Chilean exile leader
Orlando Letelier in Washington last Septen:;g/'

This conclusion is based upen Fidel C s o" ™
‘inwvestigation. of the assassination. His~agen.vep”

‘:’

that the Chilean military junta enlisted Bosch to
bankroll the plot. He was chosen, according to the
Cubans, because he was fanatical and honest enough
not to steal the murder money. He allegedly par-
celed out the money to other anti-Communist Cubans
who actually blew up Letelier and a compamion as
they were driving down Washington's tree-shaded
embassy row.

Last August, we revealed that-this same Orlando
Bosch was involved in a plot to assassinate former
Secretary of State Henry Kissinger in Costa Rica.
Bosch slipped into Costa Rica on a false passport,
ready to gun down Kigeinger, but was clapped into
jail four days befsr¢the visiting secretary arrived in

A 1

the country. Bosch is now in aAVgnezuelap \ail om
suspicion of bombing a Cuban airliner. This tyused
the deaths of 73 Cubans, some reportedly Cystro
secret agents. .

FOOTNOTE: Cuban foreign ministry sources pass-
ed on the information about Bosch to American visi-
tors. There is alweys the "possibility, of course, that
the information may be fabricated to embarrass the
Chilean dictatorship.

- L J

Saudi Arabian sources have made the startling
suggestion, in the strictest of privacy, that {he :Arab
oil states may be willing to provide financiz{ aid to
Israel if the Middle East conflict is settled. Tie Sau-
dis pointed out that the Israelis and the
moderates have a common interest in keeping the
Communists out of the Middle East.

rab -~
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By Jack Anderson and Les Whitten

WASHINGTON - Some of the world's
most sinister secret police are operating in
the United Staes with the blessing of the
Central Intelligence Agency. There is
evidence that these foreign agents have
arranged murders, committed burglaries,
attempted kidnaping and terrorized
political opponents in violation of U.S. laws.

In past columns, we have reported that
the CIA has a secret understanding with
such notorious foreign intellj ce encies
as Chile's DINA, Iran's SAVAK
Korea’s KCIA. Not only does the CIA work
closely with these police agencies; the
agents operate within one another's
countries mmll conseat,

Commlttee has quletly mm hm-ug
tion into the activities of

teliigence agencies in the United States.
The committee is particularly curious
about the CIA’s role in these activities.

On the House side, Rep. Dosald Fraser,
D.-Minn., has also asked theClA todlvuhe
the details of its reciprocal
with foreign intelligence ageacies. Il‘h.g ClA
has refused to cooperate.

As far back as July 17, 1875, we
published charges that the KCIA had
terrorized Korean exiles, had set up illegal
front sm:g: mmi late" U.S. public opi-
nion and 0 cunru—
men. We also cited documentl TOm
SAVAK's files as evidence that the Iranian
secret police were intimidating opponents
of the shah in this country. The documents

included detailed instructions os how to
burglarize homes and offices.

ln our reports on the Chilean police, we
on Nov. 16, 1975: *‘There is reason
to belleve that DINA has hired thu?s
track down and and assassinate prominen
exiles.” Ten months later, Chilean exile
leader Orlando Letelier was blown up in his
car on Wwashington’s embassy row.
Investigators are now convinced that DINA
hired Cuban killers to murder Letelier.
As additional evidence, we have now
obtained an explosive document from

.

Foreign spies get
CIA cpoperation

DINA’s own files. It is a memo, dated Sept.
16, 1875, from DINA chief Manuel
Contreras Sepulveda to Chilean President
Augusto Pinochet.

The memo requests ‘“‘an additional
allotment of $600,000 for the (DINA)
budget.” Among four reasons for the extra
money, this was the most fascinating: “‘Ad-
ditional expenses for the neutralizing of the
principal adversaries of the government
junta in the exterior, especially in Mexico,
Argentina, Costa Rica, the United States,
France and Italy.”

We can only speculate of course, what
the phrase “neutrnllzhg of the principal
adversaries”’ means. But the memo was
followed an assassination attempt
against Chilean dissident Bernardo
Leighton on the streets of Rome. Then
Letelier was itod 10 death on the

streets of W

The FBI also Ienmod of murder plots

Fm two other Chilesn exiles. Gabriel
tides and Rodomiro Tomic, who were
Jiven protection.

We hand-delivered a copy of the DINA
memo to the Chilean embassy in
Washington and waited a week while em-
basey officials examined it. A spokesman
then denounced the document as

“completely false.” He said Contreras’.

signature was a “‘forgery.”’ The fact that
the memo was not written on a DINA let-
terhead, the spokesman asserted, was ad-
ditional proof that the document was a
fabrication.

The memo was delivered to us by
sources who have been reliable in the past.
For three weeks, we painstakingly checked
it with a number of sources including U.S.
officials. They all agreed it not only ap-
peared genuine but was consistent with
their own intelligence information.

A DINA defector now in asylum in the
Italian embassy in Santiago, according to
competent sources has confirmed the
authenticity of the memo. We have also had
access to other DINA documents, which the
Chilean government has acknowle%%ed are
authentic. These resemble the uted
document in every detail. Many, incidéntal-

ly, are not written on DINA letterhead .
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“Chile. They are not yet certain,

Armderson & Whitten

On the Trail

WASHINGTON — The man behind the mur-
der of Chilean exile leader Orlando Letelier, as
ederal investigators have pieced together the
ystery, is probably Chile’s shadowy secret
lice chief, Manuel Contreras Sepulveda.

In one of the most complicated investiga-
tions since Watergate, F'BI sleuths have traced
the man who ordered the killing to
Contreras’ office in Santiago,

however, whether Contreras him-
self gave the order or whether it
came from a top aide.

Most federal sources believe
the murder could not have been
carried out without Contreras’
direct approval. In fact, some
Justice pt. sources speculate
that Chilean President Augusto;
Pinochet himself personally sug-
gested the assassination.

No one working on the case will comment
directly. But we have learned that the FBI has
;t;.}: up its activity among terrorists in Miami

to resolve the case in the near future,

comﬂleete with the names of the actual assassins.
telier was killed by a bomb, which was
attached beneath his Chevrolet. The bomb
exploded last Sept. 21 as he was driving down

Washington's tranquil Embassy Row with two
American colleagues, Mike and Ronnie Moffitt.

The blast killed Letelier and Mrs. Moffitt but
her husband. Afterward, an
anguished Mike Moffitt begged us to investigate
the bombing. We have kept in close touch,
therefcre, with the federal investigation.

Within a few weeks, we were able to identify
Chile’s notorious secret police, known Ely the
dread initials DINA, as the probable culprits.
Now we can describe the murder pjot.

“"We are told that Pinochet expressed his
displeasure with Letelier to the DINA chief. We
have reason to believe that Contreras, in

se to the Chilean president’s wishes,

respon
: di%?y;h“ a DINA officer to the United States to

m with two leaders of Brigade 2506, an
organization of Bay of Pigs veterans.
Some members of the brigade, trained in

violence by the CIA y

right-wing terrorists. The DINA agent was put in
touch with them, according to our sources, by a
Chilean diplomat in the United States, who
secretly works for DINA.

We reached the diplomat who reportedly has
been interrogated by U.S. authorities. At first, he
told us th an interpreter that the affair was
his “private problem.” Then he refused to
comment; then his aide told us the charge was
“ridiculous.” .

Investigators tell us, however, the two bri-
ade leaders_contacted among others a Cuban
¢ molitl'gn ' E‘ __G‘\eiiller&no Novo, tiiitnl _New
ersey. At that Uime, hé was on probation a!
conviction “use “of explosives. He
g is now a
, 3t & secret rendezvous near Bonao

. It was decided that a

was available on the streets of
States, most sources

have become

testimony _
nity and how to extradite potential defendants
from Chile.

Footnote: The Chilean government has
repeatedly denied any involvement with the
assassination. kesmen for Brigade 2506 also
have sworn that their members had nothing to do
with murdering Letelier. Incidentally,ﬂhsrnh
announced the dissolution of DINA. But our

after

a Murderer

The FBI has traced the man
who ordered the killing of
Chilean Orlando Letelier to
the office of the chief of Chile’s

secret police.

sources say its duties simply have bégn taken

over by other organizations.
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Around the World

Chilean in Letelier Probe
Linked to Secret Police

SANTIAGO, Chile—A military
_source here has identified the second
_of two men ‘sought in_connection with
the death in Washington of former -
ambassador Orlando Leteller as Ar
mando Fernandez Larios, an Army
captain _attached to the Chilean
-secret police, special correspondent

John Dinges reported. . -
The source, who said he has knowﬂ

Fernandez gince military school, sai

The Chﬂm government has re
fused to comment on the identity of
| ‘the two men, The Wuhlngton Post re-
ported Mondly'thtt Chile bas said the
two men sought by the United States
—identified initially as Juan Williams
Rose and Alejandre Romeral Jara—do
not exist in military or civilian files, -
Williams’ picture has been recog-
nized by several persons who said he
wag an_American, Michael V. Town-
ley, with a reputation for right-wing
| activity in Chile,
Another informed source reveal
A that the two published photos were] '
.S,

eral traveled to the\United States on
official Chilean passports with U.S. vi-
sas. L e

n1e



The Weather

' Today—Sunny, high near 90, low near
t0. The chance of rain is near zero
through tonight. Wednesday—Sun-
ny, high near 90. Yesterday—3 p.m.
air qualily index: 90, femperature
range: £53-15, Details are on Page C2,

100th Year . No. 128
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By Bob Woodward
Washingron Post 8taff Writer

A former CLA explosives expert and
three Cuhan exiles will soon be
sought by federal authorities for ques-
tioning in the investigation of last
year's Embassy Row bomb-murder of
former Chilean Ambassador Orlando
Letelier, according to informed
sources, ~,

Mdwin P, Wilson, the former Cen-
tr-" Intellicence Agency operative,
at.a the three Aliami-hased Cuban ex-
ites came to the attention of federal
officials when they learned that Wil-

°o m 2

Ge, o

son was under FBI investization in an
unrelated assassination plot abroad.
Wilson allegedly sought to recruit

the three Cubans to kill a political op-
ponent of the Libyan leader, Col,
NMuammar Qaddafi, last year, accord.
ing to the sources.

Wilson heads a small consulting
firm here called Consultants Interna.
tional. It is involved in the arms ex-
port husiness. Wilson was out of,the
country yesterday and could not bhe
reached for comment,

o In revi.ewlng‘ information developed
in the Libyan investigation of Wilson,
investigators have established these

nban | XM@S E‘@C s

possible connections with the Letelier
case!
& Wilson had a secret contract with

the Libyan government to provide de-
tonation devices called “timing pen-
cils"
that can be remotely controled to
trigger explosions., Sueh a “timing
pencil” is believed to have heen used
to detonate the bomb that exploded
beneath Letelier’s car.

e The three Cuban exiles arrived in
the Washington area just three days

- before the Sept. 21, 1976, bombing of
- Letelier’s car, .

e One of the Cuban exiles, an ex-

e -~

—a tube filled with chemxcals.

plosives expert believed to iiave been
trained by the CIA in the 1960s, met
in Miami reecently with a close associ-
ate of other Cuban exiles who have
been chief suspects in the Letelier
case. o
Assistant U.S. Attorney Eugene }L
Propper, who is in charge of the Lete-
lier investigation., met with CIA offi-
cials last week and asked for all {iles
and information un Wilson and the
three Cubans, {nz sources said.

The three Cubans are nol among
the 10 anti-Castro Cubans who have
.reporledly heern questioned already
by the grand jury investigaling the

{ Letelier murder.
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“These are new Cubans and a com-
pletely new direction for the case.”
said one source familiar with the in-
vestigation. The sources said. how-
ever, that the extent of Wilson's in-
volvement, if any, could not be
learned until Wilson is questioned.

In the Libyan
sources said that Justice Depariment
atlorneys arc not sure if any U.S. law
has been violated because the depart-
ment has no jurisdiction to prosecule
erimes committed abroad.

The Libyan case in now in the Jus-
tice Department Criminal Division for
revicw,

That investigation began last year

investigation, the®

when CIA officials learned that a for-
mer employee was aliegedly recruiting
Cubans for terrorist activiiy.
According o the sources, Wilson
was acting under a contract with the
" Libyan .government and wanted the
Cubans to assassinate a libyan \}*h(»
had exiled himself {0 Ecypt inuch like
Letelior had exied nimscil o tie
United States after the sentemoor.
1575, coup in Chile and a year of sm-
prisonment there.
The Cubans turned down tie joi oi-
fer, which was. inade by Wilson al 4
See LETELIER, Al12, Col. 1



-

s e

“'"‘\..

Ex-CIA Aide, Cuba Exiles

%ocus of Letelier Probe

. LET LLILR I'r()m Al

. mcehng in Geneva, Switzerland, ac-

cording to the sources.

Upon learning of this, the CIA re-
quested the ¥YBI vpen an investigation
of Wilson. This case was so sensitive
that President Ford was personally in-
formed of it. _

Wilion's contract with Libya in-
cluded a promise to supply thousands
of timing pencils, “It is vne of the
most alarming things I've cver scen,”

“one source said. “There were enough

(timing pencils) contracted for to sup-
port {crrorist activity for the rest of
the (enturv ”

The le\ an "0\ ernment has in the .
past supported {errorist activity. At a.

news conference last July 19, Presi-
dent Ford said,
Libyan goverpment has in many ways
done certain things that rmght havé
stimulated terrorist activity.” = -
In addition, the sources said that
there is some evidence that Wilson,
may have had contact with one or
more current CIA emnployees who

have access to supplies of timing ben-

cils.
1t is not clear from the investiga-

tion if any or how many timing pen-

cils Wilson actually supplied to the:

Libyan government.

The sources said Wilson also fried
10 recruit other former CJA employ-
€23 {o be explosives instructors in
Libya.

One former CIA employee was of-
fered $100.000 a yecar but turned. it
down. Wilson himself had contracts
valued at hundreds of thousands of
dollars with Libya, according to the
sources.

Wilson has deelined to answer gucs-

“We do know that the .

tions from FBI agents in the Libyan
imvestigation, the sources said.

Consuliants International is Jocated
at 14253 K St. NW. An official there
said yesterday that the firm was not
involved in &ny queslionable activity.

According to the firm's own promo-
tional litcrature, Constltants Inlerna-
tional could supply an army with
cquipment including patrol boats, par-
achutes, airhorne accessories and ar-
mor-profected vehicles.

C“Armaments can be arranged to
meet the requirements of the pur-
chaser,” the literafure says.

-Sources said that Wilson had a con-

- tract with Libya to tlcar land mines
but the contract was the “cover” for
the real purposc of supppl)mg deten-‘

tion devices.

- “Explosive dctcchon devices” are
one of the itetns on the firm's sales
list. -

Wilson's firm has reccived numer-
ous licenses from the Slate Depart-
mént Office of Munitions Conlrol to
export arms related material though
no license has been granted to export
any thing to Libya, according to gov-
ernment records.

Letelier, 44, former Chilean ambas-
sador to the United States, was for-
cign minister and minister of defense
in the government of the late Chilean
social President Salvador Allende.

At the lime of his death, Letelier
headed a foreign affairs research pro-
gram at the Institute for Policy Stud-
ics in Washington. A staff member of
the Institute, Rouni K. Moffitlt, also
died in the cxplesion. Her husband,
Michael, & rescarch  associale, sur-
viied the blast.

Den Weiser assisted in the 1cport-
ing of this article..
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The Letelier Case: My

By Timothy S. Robinson
Washington Post 8taff Writer

One of the first police officers to ar-
rive at the scene of the explosion
watched the debris still floating
through the damp air to the ground
like ash from a campfire. He looked at
his watch and noted the time: 8:38
a.m. on Sept. 21, 19786.

_Stately Sheridan Circle on Embassy
Row was soon filled with investigators
from the D.C. police, the FBI, the Ex-
ecutive Protective Service, which
guards diplomats and embassies here,
and the U.S. Treasury’s Alcohol, To-
bacco and Firearms unit, which inves-
tigates crimes involving explosives. As
smoke continued to rise from the
nmngled Chevelle on the roadway of
the circle, the investigators scurried
10 collect every possible bit of evi-
dence from the debris around it.

They shook tiny particles down
from tree leaves, drained a rain pud-
dle and strained its contents, vacu-
umed debris from the grass, and un-
ceremoniously put ladders up against
embassy walls to search rooftops. By
the end of the gray, rainy day, thou-
sands of tiny plastic bags had been
filled with fragments that were taken
to an FBI laboratory for analysis.

Painstaking work in the laboratory
produced the first clues to the nature
of the crime. The bomb had been
strapped with precision above the I-
beam of the Chevelle’s frame so the
driver would be hit with the full force
of the blast. The high power of the ex-
pertly constructed explosive was
clearly intended to kill. And the fact
that it could have been detonated
by remote control was further evi-
dence of the sophistication of the
crime.

- The next clue was the identity of
the target of the crime: Orlando Lete-
lter, a former ambassador to the
United States from the Chilean gov-
ernment of Marxist president Salva-
dor Allende and an outspoken oppo-
nent in exile of the current Chilean
president, Gen. Augusto Pinochet,
who overthrew Allende in 1973.

Letelier had been working here at
the Institute for Policy Studies, a lib-
etal “think tank” that gave him a plat-
form for speeches and writings crit-
i¢al of Pinochet’s government and the
Chilean secret police, then known as
DINA.

‘Two colleagues of Letelier's were in
his Chevelle when it was blown apart
oh Sheridan Circle. One of them,
Ttonni Moffett, who was riding along
side Letelier in the front seat, died
quickly of a severed artery. Her hus-
band, Michael, who was in the back
seat, was thrown clear of the car and
sgrvived.

Letelier’s colleagues at IPS, which
itself had been infiltrated and spied
upon by informants for the FBI dur-
ing the anti-Vietnam war years, imme-
diately decided that DINA had mur
dered Letelier to shut him up. And,
because of disclosures of CIA involve-
ment against Allende in Chile, they
doubted the U.S. government's deter-
mination to find and bring Letelier’s
killers to justice if it meant embar-
rassing the Pinochet government.
Their suspicions and anger grew
when they discovered that investiga-
tors, checking out every possible mo-
tive, were asking whether anything in
Letelier's and the Moffitts’ private
lives might be connected to the Kill-

ing.

Assistant U.S. Attgrney Eugene M.
Tropper of the major erimes division
was sitting in the cafeteria in the fed-
eral courthouse here that September
morning when the investigation of the
Letelier killing began. Propper had
just told friends at the table that two
pélice officers with whom he had an
agipointment could not show up be-
cduse “some ambassador’ had been
killed when one of Propper's supervi-
sors came by and asked him to work
on the Letelier case.

His supervisors warned him that
sich crimes are among the most diffi-
cult to solve and prosecute and that
this one seemed particularly likely to
involve unpleasant political pressures.
Bpt Propper, a prosecutor who had
alréady begun thinking of leaving the
U,S. attorney's office for private prac-
tiee, agreed to take the case anyway,

A few blocks away in the Washing-
ton field office of the FBI, agent Car-
tet Cornick had been waiting for his
aspignment here to take shape after
hi§ recent transfer from Puerto Rico.
When the Letelier bombing occurred,
Cernick was selected by FBI agent-in-
charge Nick F. Stames for the job be-
cause. of Cornick's availability, his
kgowledge of Spanish, and his investi-
gﬁloﬂs of other bombings in Puerto

-Rico.

Lornick is an outgoing man de-
scended from several generations of
Virginians who is frequently given to
hamor—traits not often expected in
the dry sterotype of FBI agents.

Propper and Cornick, who had
never met before, would spend the
na'z:t 18 months on the unusually
painstaking and often frustrating in-
vetigation that only last month prod-
uced arrests of a number of suspects
and word that federal prosecutors
here knew the details of the crime
ang had traced its origins to DINA
angl the Chilean government.

Unknown to the victims' friends
anfl colleagues at the Institute for
Policy Studies, the FB! investigation
aleady had turned toward Chile.
Agents in the nation’s Cuban exile
conmunities, aware of a growing af-
finity between some very militant
anti-Castro Cubans and the rightist
Pirochet government in Chile, began
checking Cuban informants.

The FBI and the Justice Depart-
mgnt soon realized that this part of
the investigation necessarily would in-
vo!ve intelligence information here
and abroad, so they began laying deli-

cate groundwork. Propper, Assistant
Attorney General Stanley Pottinger
anfl CIA Director George Bush met to
determine to what extent that agency
copld help in the investigation. A
carefully worded agreement placing
th§ Letelier case in a “national secu-
rity” status allowed that cooperation.

The investigation quickly focused
on- the Cuban exile connection after
Venezuelan authorities informed the
Uniteq States that Cuban exile leader

\
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MICHAEL TOWNLEY
.. . decided to cooperate

Orlando Bosch—who was being held
in that country for the bombing of a
Cuban commerical airliner in which
73 persons died—had implicated “the
Novo brothers” in the Letelier case.
By the end of October 1977, the Novos
and other Cuban exiles were being
brought before a federal grand jury
here for questioning.

The Novo brothers—Ignacio Novo
Sampol and Guillermo Novo Sampol
—were known in the U.S. Cuban com-
munity and to federal agents as lead-
ers of the Cuban Nationalist Move-
ment, a group that wants to regain its
homeland without help from the
United States.

In 1964, they had fired a bazooka
from across the East River toward the
United Nations while Che Guevara
was speaking there. They were ar
rested, but charges against them were
dropped because they had not heen
properly informed of their right

Ignacio Novo also had been ¢, :rged
in the early 19708 in New Jerse, with
an explosives-related case, according
to court records. And Guillermo Novo
was on probation for a 1874 conviction
in New Jersey in connection with a
plot to blow up a Cuban ship and
other property in Montreal.

The Cuban exile movement headed
by the Novos, who had been living in
this country for nearly two decades,
was considered extreme even by
some other militant anti-Castro Cu-
bans. They eventually were “adopted”
in a sense by the rightists in the Pino-
chet government in Chile, according
to some sources, at a time when anti-
Castro forces here felt betrayed by
the U.S. government's effort at rap-
prochement with the Fidel Castro gov-
ernment,

The government’s Cuban exile in-
formants were reluctant to appear
before grand juries as witnesses. Po-
lice officers and FBI agents who had
used them for years were reluctant to
disclose even to other central investiga-
tors the names of persons providing
them with information in the Letelier
case.

At the same time, in early 1977.
U.S. investigators began checking the
toreign travels of some of the persons
whom they believed, based on infor-
mation from the Cuban exile infor-
mants, to be centrally involved in the
murder conspiracy. They also were
planning ways tc put pressure on
some of those persons so they might
be forced to cooperate.



In early March 1077, while most law
enforcement people here were occu- »
pled with 12 Hanafi Muslims barri-
caded in three Washington bulldings,
Propper, Cornick and Assistant U. S.
Attorney E. Lawrence Barcella Jr.
were in Venezuela meeting with that
country’s secret police, . ;

There they learned that Guillermo
Novo had traveled to Chile and Ven-
zuela in late 1874, in apparent viola-
tion of his probation in the United
States. They determined to use that
information to try to put pressure on '
Guillermo Novo. .

Then, in April 1877, they decided to
grant immunity from prosecution to
two Cuban exiles, Jose Dionisio Sua-
rez Esquivel and Alvin Ross Diaz, if
they would cooperate with Investiga-
tors. Suarez refused to testify to ths
grand jury, and was sentenced to jail '
for an 1l-month contempt of court
sentence with the vow that he would
never talk. At a press conference at
the time, Tgnacio Novo and Ross ac.
cused the governmenf of harassing
Cuban exiles.

In June 1977, prosecutors made
their attempt to have Guillermo
Novo’s probation revoked. However,
Novo failed to show up for that Tren-
ton, N.J., hearing and became a fugi-

tive for the next 11 months.

Then prosecutors learned in the
late fall of 1977 that two persons
whom they believed could have been
DINA agents had come intg the
United States on official Chilean pass-
ports and met with Cuban exiles
shartly before Letelier's murder.

Propper, Cornick and others de
cided to make one more attempt to

shake loose information on the case In

February 1978. The term of the origl-

nal grand jury in the case was explr

ing soon, and investigators felt it was

time to go public with some of what "

they knew. The procedure took the
form of “letter rogatory,” a legal ma-
neuver in which the court of one
country asks the court of another
country for help. -

The United States used that ap--

proach to ask Chile to produce for

uestioning the two persons who had
‘tlr::leled hfre with the official Chilean
passports and met with Cuban sus-
pects in the Letelier investigation.
That highly irregular move left the
clear implicatipsi that someone in the
Chilean goverament was involved in
the murder.

Within a week, photographs of the
two men had been leaked to W?shing-
ton Star reporter Jeremiah O'Leary
and published here and in Santiago.
Almost immediately, sources in Chlle
identified one of the men as an Amer-
ican-born DINA agent, Michael Ver-

Townley. .
no;ownley, §5, is a soft-spoken and in-

-hrder and Diplom

tensely articulate man who has made
Chile his home for the past 20 years
after his father headed a large Ameri-
can automotive operation there.

As be Is described by people who
know him, Townley is an acknow}
edged electronic technician with the
capablility of building devices to deto-
nate bombs by remote control. He had
been active in commando raids
againet former President Allende, He
had been tharged with murder in a
raid in whieh 2 night watchman was
killed, but the charges were dropped’
when Pinochet came to power in late
1973 sand Townley became a DINA

agent, .

. Diplomatic sources reportedly made
it clear without making specific
threats that Washington was ready to
sever relations with Chile if Townley
were allowed to stay there, Evi-
dently for that reason, Chile turned
Townley over to the United States,

. Faced with possible prosecution for
murder in the Letelier case and possi-
ble mssassination himself becsuse of
bis knowledge of numerous other n-
ternational terrorist activities, Town-
ley made a deal with prosecutors
here. He would enter a guilty plea to
a less serious charge and cooperate
with the Leteller investigation. But he
would not be asked to provide infor-
mnation on anything else.

While Townley was deciding to coo-
perate, FBI agents in Miami had also
stfuck paydirt. In mid-April, they had
discovered—with the help of Miami
area police—two other persons be-

lieved to be involved in the Laetelier
case: Guillermo Novo Sampol, who 11
months earlier had failed to show up
at his probation hearing, snd Alvin

s Diaz, once granted immunity but
Aow considered a suspect in the mur-

der. They had beemn caught with co-
caine and weapona, apparently in the
midst of a plot to sell drugs and {1
the country. ’
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Once Townley’s cooperation became

known publicly, FB! and prosecutors

worked swiftly to begin rounding up
others whom they suspect partici-
pated in the bombing. They had hoped
to caich Ignacio Novo, Jose Dionisio
Susrez Esquivel (freed from prison
-when the term of the first grand jury
probing the Letelier case expired) and
Virgilio Paz Romero, all in the same
night. However, after a lengthy stake-
out in northern New Jersey, only Ig-
naclo Novo was apprehended.

In the hopes that Paz and Suarez
will be caught and a trial could be
held by autumn, prosecutors have be-
guB putting together a case that fo-
cuses on a Chilean-ordered Leteller
:nurdl! plot carried out by Cuban ex-
les.

Although details remain sketchy be- !
cause of the government's desire to
withhold the amount of its knowledge
from unarrested suspects, the follow-
ing outline of the government's case
has emerged from various sources:

About a month before Letelier and
Motfitt were killed, two Chilean se-
cret police agents, Townley and Chi-
lean Army Capt. Armando Fernandez
Lerios, were sent to the United
States to find someone to kill Orlando
Letelier. Townley met with Cubans in
Miami with whom he had become ac-
quainted when he lived there in the
early 1970s, and with Cubans in north-
ern New Jersey.

Qver the next 10 days, the bomb
was planted in Letelier's car and !
plans were made to blow it up with °
him in it. The date of the blast hap-
pened to coincide with a major 1865
event in Chilean military history,
when a vice admiral named Juan Wil-
liams broke through a Spanish naval
blockade off the coast of Chile gnd be-
came a Chilean Naval hero. Jyfin Wil-
llams also was the fake napde under
which Townley had enfered the
United States.
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Dramatic Political Change Caused by Pressures on (

By Charles A. Krause
Washington Post Poreign Serviee .
SANTIAGO, Chile—The political
situation here has changed dramati-
- cally in recent months after almost
.five years of harsh authoritarian mili-
tary rule.

President Augusto Pinochet, whose
name has become asscciated abroad
with total suppression of political lib-
erties and brutal repression of human
rights, is clearly on the defensive as a
result of internal and external
pressures—not the least of which is the

. U.S. investigation into the 1976 assas-
sination of exiled Chilean diplomat
Orlando Letelier.

.These pressures have already forced
Pinochet to relax his grip on the coun-
try and to consider an end to the mili-
tary dictatorship that he has headed

. since 1973, when he led the overthrow
of leftist president Salvador Allende.

The question is no longer whether
the miltary. will leave power but
when and u r what circumstances.

-

L.ast January, Gen. Pinochet said he
could see no reasen to hold another
election in Chile for 10 years and
added that the military had no inten-
tion of leaving power until 1990 or
1991.

By March, Pinochet had cut nine
years off his timetable for when the
next election would be held and six or
seven years off his schedule for re-
turning Chile to civilian rule. Pino-
chet announced that he would have a
proposed new constitution written by
the government ready by the end of
this year, t hat there will be a plebi-
scite to approve or disapprove the
document next year and a return.to
an elected government here by 1984
or 1985. )

Most observers here believe that
the details of Pinochet’s timetable for
rhasing out militarv rule and his
ideas for the kind.of civiian govern-
ment he would like afterwards are
less important than the fact that he
felt it necessary to discuss the subject

—

in the coutext of other liberalization
measures and concessions to foreign
critics that have perceptibly changed
the atmosphere here.

“The fundamental shift that has oc-
curred is that it is now worthwhile to
talk about what the future might look
like,” said ome diplomatic “observer.
“It's possible that this change in ambi-
ance will be ephemeral But, at the
moment, the Christian Democrats and
the other opposition parties are riding
high.” ..

A Chilean lawyer who is a leader of

‘a centrist politica]l party—all parties

are still officially outlawed—was both

. more cautious and more oOptimistie
- during a recent interview.

“At this time, there isn’t much re-
pression because of international pres-
sure. But we believe.that Pinochet
doesn’t really want to return to de-
mocracy and that the repression could
return. The Letelier case is very seri-
ous for the government-aidauill have

an important effect on what happens,”
he said.

Sinece the United States has not yet
charged any Chilean former secret po-
lice officers with a role in the politi-
cal murder and the evidence against

them has not yet been made public,"

the lawyer said, “it is impossible to
say exactly what is going to happen.

“But I have the most profound be-
[ief that we will return to democracy
because, really, this is a democratic
country. In 1973, after the coup, I
was optimistic in the long term. Now,
I am optimistic in the shorter term.”

Most observers here seem to believe
that the 1973 coup was welcomed by
the vast majority of people here after
the last year of economic and political
chaos under the Allende regime. But
most Chileans have never considered
a military solution permanent.

It has been viewed as an interlude
— less agreeable to some than to oth-
ers — that would eventually end. The
beginning of the end started last Jan-

uary, according to most observers,
and the question that could be an-
swered within the next several
months is whether civilian govern-
ment will be restored in six or seven
years, as Pinochet has said, or sooner,
as many people here now think.

At the same time, the government
has enough support and power "to
clamp a temporary lid on the liberali-
zation that has already occurred if
Ch#e’s unions, political parties and
leftists reassert themselves too
quickly or try to provoke a direct con-
frontation.

The government, for example, broke
up the first May Day labor demonstra-
tions since the coup last month. But,
significantly, there was little police vi-
olence and all of those arrested were
allowed to go home within hours.

The hunger strike that ended last
week did not achieve its primary ob-
jective of getting the government to

'See CHILE, A36, Col, 2.~
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;Chilé, Under Prqssure, Accelerates Move to Civilian Rule

ORLANDO LETELIER
wurder investigation raises issues

} CHILE, From A31

admit that more than 600 leftists have
disappeared, probably at the hands of
the secret police, since 1973, but for
"the first time the issue was given
prominent coverage in newspapers —
which are closely watched by the gov-
ernment.

This weekend, the government an-
nounced that it will allow the U.N.
Commission on Human Rights to -visit
Chile later this year.

“1 don't think that Chile is going to
take as long to return to democracy as
Pinochet and some of those around
him wish,” said another diplomat.“But
the situation is delicate. Things are
vastly improved but the bottom line is
that there’s nothing to prevent the
government from going back. There
hasn’t been an institutional 1leap.
Most of the generals haven’t seen the
light.” ’ B

What they have seen, apphrently, is
that Chile’s. worldwide reputation as a
gross violator of human rights has se-
verely weakened the country diplo-

matically and militarily. Chile no
longer receives arms aid from the
United States and has obtained little
diplomatic support for its border dis-
putes with neigshboring Argentina and
Bolivia.

The generals also thought they saw
an attempt by Pinochet last January
to turn the results of a plebiscite on
his rule—which netted him 75 percent
of the vote—into a means of personal-
izing the regime. It is said that the
military sensed that Pinochet har-
bored designs of converting the junta
with power shared by the army, air
force, navy and national police—into
a one-man dictatorship.

Opposition to Pinochet, led by air
force commandant Gen. Gustavo
Leigh, began to surface. Leigh began
to talk about a return to democracy as

* a,way of countering Pinochet’s appar-

ent grab for power, according to
many observers.

Then came the U.S. investigation

into the Letelier murder and a contin-
uing stream of allegations that it was
carried out by the secret police,
known here as DINA, at the behest of
Gen. Manuel Contreras, a close confi-
dant of Pinochet's who headed the or-
ganization. .

Supporters and opponents of the
military agree that Pinochet has al-
ready been hurt by the revelations
from the Letelier investigation and
the intense international scrutiny and
pressure to imprvve the human rights
situation here. :

The series of liberalization meas-
ures announced by the government so
far—an end to the state of siege, a po-
litical amnesty, appointment of a ma-
jority civilian Cabinet and the
speeded-up timetable for the constitu-
tion—are seen here 'as tactical conces-
sions to world opinion.

Many opponents ¢f the junta be-

' .

lieve that Pinochet had no intention
of seriously beginning the transition
to real democracy but that the liberali-
zation measures, coupled with contin-
uing international pressure, have
taken on a life of their own.

The country’s largest political party,
the Christian Democrats, has been
working with two smaller parties to
write a constitution that could serve

as an alternative to the government
effort, which is based on principles
that would give interest groups—
rather than political parties—repre-
sentation in a new legislature.

A group of more conservative law-
yers is also known to be working on a
counstitution while a source close to
the absolutely illegal .Communist

Party said that.a working group had -

been formed to consider which of the
conservative economic policies imple-
mented by the government the party

could support after a return to democ-
racy.

The likelihood of the military allow-
ing the Communists to become legal
aggin, even after sqme form of demo-
cratic government is ‘restored, is not
considered to be very great, however.

The real unknown is the outcome of
the Letelier affair. Many people here
believe a large number of Chileans,
including sorhe 'military, could not
stomach the idea that DINA carried
‘out a political assassination and many

people would find it hard to believe
that Pinochet did not know about it.
There it intense debate over
whether Pinochet “ceuld continue as
president in the wake of clear evi-
dence that his old confident Contreras
was invblved. At a minimum, it is
thought that the return to democracy
would be hastened if the junta is dis-

./
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Carter Makes the Right Move on Chil: and H

It was an act that became an
American president and a human
rights advocate. g

Jimmy Carter called home our
ambassador tg Chile. He improved
his most decisive diplomatic act by
announcing that he would halt a ship-
ment of bombs destined for the ruling
junta, a cargo that a San Francisco

rights situation in TChile, which has
been a ‘:l:fant vivlator since the
1‘91!;:8 seized power, With CIA help, in

Further, the Stat? Department an-
nounced that it is:reconsidering all
military aid, which-is still being sent
despite a congressional embargo be-
cause it is “in the ‘Pipeline,” to coun-

- Mary McGrory

Pinochet has reacted with furious -

charges that Carter and the Justice

Cixilewas msdesomclhi of a pet
by right-wing economists like Milton

Monday, June 26, 1978

The Washington Star

per, an assistant U.S. attor-
ney, initially resisted the ‘‘Chilean
connection” in the murder when it
was “on him by Letelier’s
widow, Isabel, and Michael Moffitt,
the husband of Ronni.- At one point,
the FBI leaked the contents of Leteli-
er's briefcase which purported to
show he was a Castro agent. When

Jongshoremen’s local had refused to tries with bad records. Department lawyers who pressed the man o and former 1Isabel Letelier told a U.N. Human
load as a matter of conscience. - No human rights .advocate could Letelier investigation are ““members Treasury Semc;?gimnm Simon, Rights Commission that Justice had

The immediate grounds for the ask for more. Last.week, Carter ina of a Communisgt conspiracy.” But he who thought of creating: a model Santiago under suspicion, Attorney
call of George Landau from Santiago

speech before the Organization of

knows that the military is restive at

capitalist nation. But impfication in a

General Griffin Bell denied it. The

was to serve notice on Chile’s dicta- American States; warned that he the prospect of facing new world con- murder on, a W, _street is Chilean Solidarity Movement, a tight
tor, Gen. Augusto Pinochet, that he - would “continue to demonstrate that demnation for exported political something that staunchest Tory network, and practiced in the uses of
can;"t get away with murder — net on  there are costs to the flagrant disre- assassination. -

a-Washington street, niw . The
leader of the junta, the u;:che De-
partment inyestigators decided, was
withholding evidence in the assassi-
rlando Letelier, the Chi-
lean exile leader, who died in the
bon\b explosion of his car at Sheridan
Cirn&&on Sept. 21, 1976.

CA

TER POINTEDLY noted that

ard of international standards.”
e OAS, which was still meeting
when the recall was announced, was
startledd:( his; prompt follow-up.
Several delegates told U.S. represen-
tatives they were not surprised. They
could, however, talk of nothing else.
The Chilean exile community is de-
lirious. They see the beginning of the
end for the Pinochet regime, which

LONG AS A dictator géts one
dila: or one gun from the'eltlsnited

. States and has an American ambass-

sador on the scene, he is in some kind
of shape at home. Pinochet still gets
millions from six private U.S. banks,
who declined to explain themselves
to Chairman Henry Reuss of the
House Banking Committee. They

cannot couptenance, .#nd Pinochet
- cannot

expect any outcry from his
%:::ns in US. bznks and gorpora-

‘The hero of this astonishing state
of affairs is a Justice Deﬁrtment .
lawyer, 35-year-old Eugene M. Pro

r, a  dogged, ‘‘non-ideological”
investigator who had no thought of
changing American foreign policy

public apinion from its democratic
tradition, -complained that Bell was’
dragging his feet.

; PROPPER, LOOKING neither to
right nor left, sayin&l nothing,
tracked the clues. With the attorney
eneral’s backing, he moved intothe
corners of the Cuban exile com-
munity, he made several trips to

uman Rights

022

during his time in the United States,
the ambassador would participate in

was, until Ar%en.tina caught up with
i
a thorough review of the

it in mass jailings and kidnappings,

ter of two months ago — or even the death of Letelier and his com nothing to hide, went through the mo-
the most brutal in Latin America.

reconsider their loan policies. tions of cooperation. Propper negoti-

may now wish to answer Reuss’ let- when he took on the invest:gatu;éa:f/ghile. Pinochet, who claimed he had
uman

ion in the bombed car, Ronni Moffitt.
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Paraguayan Links Chile’s DINA to

By Jeremliah O’Leary
Washington Swar sanwma

An FBl atgent last week quietly
d into the capital of Paraguay,
Asunc and conducted a secret
interview with a hi gh-rankin

Pm
guayan official that ‘establis|
crucial link between the Chilean se-

cret police and the assassination
Orlando Letelier. of

This ‘‘Paraguayan connection’ is

another piece of evidence the United .

States has collected showing that the
secret police of four right-wing Latin
American governments Chile,
Paraguay. Argentina and Uruguay —

have been secretly collaborating for
:e‘:el;:: ,e:i‘lnu inor operations
pEamnst o enemies

The interview with the unnam

ed J
A.e..f"'c’.?‘ g~ "’.@’3&”’3

Four Latin Nations Cooperate A Agamst Dissident Exiles

Paragua official essential for and Paraguay to get U.S4 visas for
the indicf,;nutl a h::r:l I grand jury two DINA agents gnder fase names
is to return, sometime after

tly because ol exposes
anl mmcmmmwnn..

m "PAMGUAYAN connec-
tion” involved officlal collaboration
between . the governments of Chile

Slaying

TheSuteDepaﬂndnﬂu&c mmmmm«:ow

ywn

But the Clegg
) arranged m lat‘tﬂ

ml‘h.‘l“
um
pmby

p 'm'b the k!t- 2, g.’-‘-a““?ﬂm !

1 borationof right-

in southern Latin "“‘?:‘!“ m U.S. officials “"““m‘ﬁ"mm
F eral years, had never expected

B Seve y i they tical murder of 2

WM ‘
has known about the secret mwmmumsmm.

tion of the intelligence services of
four military governments in opera-

and with . phony Par an pass-
ports.
There is no evidence, officials
emphasized, that the Paraguayan
ial or his government knew what
the DINA murder team planned to do
in the United States. It is probable
that Paraguay did not know anything
except that Contreras had asked one
of his counterparts for help in getting
the visas in what might be called a
visa-laundering operation.

\

|



PLOT
e Continued From A-1

. It was after the investigation was
- begun into the Letelier murder by Assist-
ant U.S. Attorney Eugene M, Propper
and the FBI that officials discovered the
so-called ‘‘Paraguay connection.” This
. was the August 1976 trip by two members
of the Chilean secret police to Asuncion,
 where they tried, but failed, to obtain
official U.S. visas with the aid of a high-
ranking Paraguayan official by passing
themselves off as Paraguayans.

Sources in two U.S. government agen-
cies said it was one thing to know about
" the multinational secret police collabora-
~ tion and another to discover that it had
reached out to cause the death of two
people in the heart of Washington, Le-
telier and his colleague, Ronni Karpen
Moffitt.

INFORMATION available to U.S. offi-
cials about the four-nation secret police
- pact has been closely held and carries
the hiﬁhest security classification. In

art, olficials said, this is because the
- CIA had succeeded in penetrating one of
- the four secret police services and the
cables containing reports on this penetra-
tion are accessible to only a handful of
officials. N
In August 1976, one month before Le-

" telier’'s car was blown %p. Washi
- learned that Michael V ‘ownla , an
American expatriate living in Chile and
working for DINA, and %mndo
Fernandez Larios of the Ch army

had gone to the Pa  capital.
There, with the aid of the unnamed
Paraguayan official, ‘applied at the

U.S. consuiate for official U.S. visas. Re-
portedly one of the Paraguay.
the consulate noted that the applicants
were obviously not Paraguayans.

Both the Paragua n woman consular
employee and t ‘
who requested the U.S. visas for the two
: Chileans would be important witnesses at

the expected trial of Townley and three

- or more Cuban exiles, investigators said.
¢ U.S. officials have realistically deter-
mined that, even if indicted, no Chilean
officers will be extradited under the Chi-
- lean military government for a trial
bere.

COINCIDENTALLY, the U.S. ambas-
. sador to Paraguay in 1976 was George W.
* Landau, who is now ambassador to Chile.
© The applications came to Landau’s atten-
. tion tgrmégh the embassy chain of com-
- inand and he asked Washington for in-
tructions.
‘The then-assistant secretary of state
inter-American affairs, Harry

an clerks in.

e Paraguayan- official -

Shlaudeman, now ambassador to Peru,
was aware of the four-nation compact for
secret police mutual assistance. Shlaude-
man has told The Washington Star that
he cabled back immediately to Asuncion
the instructions to retrieve the visas is-
sued to Townley and Fernandez in the in-
vented names of “Juan Williams Rose”
and “Alejandro Romeral Jara.” Consu-
lar officials did manage to get the visas

.back and the photographs that appeared

to be of no importance at the time were
filed away.
It was this incident in Paraguay that

gave U.S. authorities possession of photo- .

raphs of Townley and Fernandez, alias

illiams and Romeral, a month before
Letelier was assassinated in downtown
Washington. No one realized the signifi-
cance of the Asuncion matter in August
1976, but it was remembered by several
U.S. officials aware of the four-nation se-
cret police arrangement as soon as they
heard that Letelier had been killed by a
bomb.

Tracins the Asuncion pair was not
easy. At first, U.S. officials in Washing-
ton decided they would have to permit
Propper, Assistant U.S. Attorney Larry
Barcella and FBI Special Agent Clegg to
have access to all State Department
cable traffic regarding both the Letelier
killing and the secret police agreement.

PROPPER, BARCELLA AND CLEGG
have decungcf to comment on any aspect
of the Latin secret police matter or the
case, but it is now well established that

. the CIA’s files and reports also were

made available to the investigators.

In tracking down every ap{:lication for
U.S. visas made from several Latin capi-
tals, inv tors soon noted that men
named “Willlams” and “Romeral’” had
made similar applications in the Chilean
capital, Santiago, after being turned
down by the U.S. consulate in Asuncion.

But the mystery was that the photos of
the two men in Santiago bore no resem-
blance to the two who applied for visas in
Asuncion. And when U.S. investigators
asked to see “Williams'’ and “‘Romeral,”

they were shown pictures of two men who
‘bore no resemblance to the two of the
‘same name who applied in Paraguay.

Subsequently, investigators learned
that the applicants in Asuncion were
really involved in the Letelier case while
the applicants in Santiago essentiallr had
been used as a smokescreen. The latter
two had nothing to do with the Letelier

case.

In fact, investigators learned that
Townley came to the United States under
one of many aliases he is known to have
used, while Fernandez used still another
name and passport.

This point caused considerable confu-
sion at the early stages of the probe of
Letelier's murder.

W‘W“ e e SRR vy

WHEN THE ASUNCION photos were
gubhshed by The Star and tge in Chile

the newspaper El Mercurio, the true
identities of Townley and Fernindez
were quickly made known by readers.
Identifications were made both in Wash-
ington and Santiago by people who know
Townley and Fernandez.

The impertant point for U.S. diplomats
and intelligence officers was that the
ﬁwernments in Santiago, Buenos Aires,

ontevideo and Asuncion were working

together, at least on the secret police !

level.

All four countries of the so-called Cono
del Sur (southern cone) have many citi-
zens from the other nations living within
their boundaries, Argentina, particu-
larly, has many Paraguayans who, be-
cause of politics or economic pressures,
leave their landlocked nation and go to
live in Buenos Aires. Uruguayans and
Argentines quite frequently cross and
recross the Rio Plata estuary. A number
of Chileans, either voluntarily or through
fear, went to live in neighboring lands.

One of the most obvious cases of secret
golice terror was that of Gen. Carlos

rats, who was commander of Chile’s
army and defense minister until three
weeks before the armed forces rose up
against the elected Marxist regime of the
late President Salvador Allende. Prats
and his wife went into exile in Argentina
but within a year they were killed by a
bomb blast in Buenos Aires. This assassi-
nation occurred after Prats wrote a letter
denouncing Pinochet as a traitor without
parallel in Chile’s history.

U.S. OFFICIALS carefully do not say
that Argentina collaborated in the Prats
murder. But the agreement among the
four South American secret police forces,
as U.S. officials understand it, would
have permitted DINA agents to operate
freely in Argentina.

Since the death of Letelier, there have

been substantial changes in the region
and U.S. officials say collaboration
among the four dictatorships is no longer
as close.

Relations between Chile and Arge tina
have cooled over the Beagle Channel ter-
ritorial dispute.

Chile, Argentina, Paraguay and Uru-
guay were all condemned in varying de-

rees for human rights violations by the
rganization of American States, al-
though the four are now trying to
improve their image on that score.
owever, U.S. officials say, the inves-
tigation into Letelier’'s murder has shed
so much light on the secret police forces
of the Southern Cone countries tkat they
have been heavily curbed in dfeir opera-
tions.
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The Weather

Today — Variable cloudiness and
humid with a 30 percent chance of
thunderstorms, high near 90. Thurs-
day — Partly cloudy, humid, high
near 90. Yesterday—3 p.m. AQI: 35.
Temp. range; 8573. Details on B2.
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Bv Timothy S. Robinson
Washington Post Staff Writer
After a 22-month investigation, a
federal grand jury here yesterday in-
 dicted the former head of Chile's se-
 eret police (DINA) and seven others
-in the bombing death of former Chi-
' lean ambassador Orlando Letelier on
| Washington’s Embassy Row.

The indictment of Gen. Juan Man-
 uel Contreras Sepulveda, a close asso-
i ciate of Chilean President Augusto Pi-
' nochet, was believed to be the first
rever returned in the United States
ragainst a hizh official of a foreign
icountry's intelligence agency.

Contreras, two DINA operatives in
*Chile and five Cuban exiles living in

Indicted in Letelier Slaying

the United States were charged by the
grand jury with plotting, carrying out
and covering up the September 1976
murder of Letelier, a prominent and
outspoken critic of the Chilean gov-
ernment at the time. The explosion
that ripped through Letelier’s 1975
Chevelle also killed an aide, Ronni K.
Moffitt, and injured her husband.

Assistant U.S. Attorney Eugene M.
Propper said yesterday that the U.S.
government would ask Chile for the
immediate arrest and jailing for ex-
tradition of Contreras, DINA opera-
tions director Pedro Espinoza Bravo,
and DINA agent Armando Fernandez
Larios.

Chilean officials had no immediate
response to that request, which ap-

prently is unprecedented in diplo-
matic and judicial channels.

The indictment accuses Espinoza of
ordering the assassination during a
meeting in Chile and Fernandesz of
coming to the United States to spy on
Letelier so that the assassing would
know when to strike.

The Cubans, members of the New
Jersey-based Cuban Nationalist Move-
ment, a militant anti-Castro group,
are accused of helping to carry out
the bombing.

The 15-page indictment was explic-
itly detailed because of the coopera-
tion with U.S. authorites of American-
born DINA agent Michael V. Townley,
who has agreed to plead guilty to
planting the bomb.

The indictment outlines with preci-
sion the alleged plot that resuited in
the 9:30 a.m. blast on Sept. 21, 1976,
on the placid Sheridan Circle area of
embassies, chanceries and diplomats’
homes.

Letelier was killed instantly when
the bomb atop the A-frame . of his car
ripped up through the floorboards un-
der his legs as he drove around the
circle. He was on his way to work at
the Institute for Policy Studies, where
he had become internationally known
for his outspoken criticism of the Chi-
lean military regime.

Ronni Moffitt was sitting on the
passenger’s side of the front seat. Sne
died a few seconds after the blast as
she staggered from the shattered,

s

burning car. Her husband, and IPS co-
worker, Michael Moffitt, suffered
slight injuries.

The Letelier car came to rest
against a Volkswagen parked within
100 yards of the Chilean ambassador’s
residence, and set the stage for a mas-
sive worldwide FBI investigation into
the first diplomatic assassination
here. .

Letelier’s coworkers, and others in
leftist circles, immediately accused
DINA, at the time the focus of allega-
tions of massive human rights viola-

See LETELIER, A10, Col. 1

Backgrounds of the prificipals in the
Letelier intdictments. Page All.

ORLANDO LETEL]
... vietim of 1976 bom



A0

W ednesday, dugust 2,197 THE WASHINGTON POST

Light Are Indicted in Letelier S.

LETELIER, From Al

tions and torture of politicsl prisoners,
of the bombing. They said DINA
was concerned about the continuing”
attention that Letelier was able to fo
cus on the Pinochet regime, and- sl
lenced him for that reason,
The FBI, with help from the D.C.

Police Depertment, began the mten-r&,

sive lab work and search of the bomb”™
scene, Its agents began the first of
thousands of interviews, weeding out

the possibility of domestic plots and”

other suspects before focusing on po-
litical motivations.

The Justice Department worked out
careful alliances witlr the State De-
partment and the Central Intelligence
Agency” to. allow ' their coaperation
with _the, lnvestlgation. ‘Within a
month of the ‘blast, the investigation
was centered on the Cuban National-

ist Movement and the allegation by a '

jailed international terrorist that two
CNM members—Ignacio Novo Sampol
and Guillermo Novo Sampol—were in-
volved in the plot. .

The Novos, known for their firing
of a bazooka at the United Nations in

1964 when Che Guevara was speaking

there, were brought before the grand
jury and questioned. Yesterday's in-
dictment accuses them of committing
perjury when they told that grand
jury that they did not know anything
about Letelier, DINA or the slaying.

A few months later, another Cuban
Nationalist Movement leader, Jose
Dionisio Suarez Esquivel, was called
before the same grand jury and
granted immunity from prosecution if
he would testify about his alleged in-
volvement in the plot. He refused, and
was jailed for contempt of court for
11 months until that particular 8rand
jury's term expired this year,

In February 1978, prosecutor Prop-
per and lead FBI agent L. Carter Cor-
nick decided to make a public request
to Chile that the country produce for
questioning two men who had trav-
eled to the United States on official
Chilean passports and had met with
Cuban suspects in the plot.

Chile denied the existence of the
two men, but after The Washington
Star obtained and published the pho-
tovraphs of the men they were
quickly identified as DINA agents
Townley and Fernandez. -

The United States was able to pres-
sure Chile into turning Townley—an
American citizen who grew up in
Chile wirile his father headed a U.S.
auto firm there—over to them. Once
he arrived in the United States, Town.
ley agreed to plead guilty to one count
of conspiracy to murder Letelier, He
spent day after day telling FBI agents
and prosecutors the additional details
they needed to charge others in the
plot.

According to the indictment re-
turned yesterdav, the plot began in
July 1976 when DINA chief Contreras
asked the Paraguayan military intelli-
gence service director to authorize the

- issuanee of Paraguayan passports for

two DINA agents to use on an unspec-

_ifled .secret mission to the United
~ States.

Contreras then ordered Fernandez
to go to Paraguay to meet with that
country’s military intelligence agency
in connection with 4 two-man mission,
about which Espinoza would give him
inore details, the indictment said.
¢+ Espinaza gave false indentification
materialy. to Fernandez for the Para
guayay,triy to pick up the passports,
and; Feundez called Townley to ar-
" range for -Espinoza to meet him, ac-
cording to the dndictment.

At a pecond meeting that month, Es-
pinoza told Townley that he and Fer-
nandes “were being ordered to go to
the United States on a DINA mission
- to assassinate Orlando Letelier,” the
indictment stated.

_ After the two men obtained Para-
gugyan passports, Contreraa ordered
Fernandez to trayel to the United
States in August on a DINA mission,
the, indictment slleges, and Espinoza
gave him a tieket to the United
States, where Pernandez and another
DINA agent arrived on Aug. 28 to be-
gin surveillance of Letelier.

On Sept. 7, 1976, according to the in-
dictment, Espinoza sent Towniey to
the United States to “carry out the
previously discussed mission to assas-
sinate Orlando Letelier.”

Townley, using a passport in the
name of Hans Petersen Silva, arrived
at Kennedy International Airport on
Sept. ® and got the Letelier surveil-
lance information from Fernandez, the
indictment said.

Then, according to the indictment,
the following acts ocecurfed over the
next two weeks:;

Sept. 9—Townley, driving an Avis
rental car, went to New Jersey to
meet with CNM leader Virgilio Paz
Romero and asked him to set up a
meeting with Gulllermo Novo.

Sept. 10 — Townley met in New Jer-
sey with Guillermo Novo and Suarez
and “requested their assistance” in
his DINA orders to assassinate Lete-
lier.

Sept. 13 — Townley outlmed the
Letelier murder plot to members of
the governing council of the CNM
during a meeting at the Chateau Ren-
aissance motel in North Bergen, N.J.
Alvin Ross Dia$} another CNM leader,
joined the others at this meeting.

Sept. 13 — Guillermo Novo and
Suarez gave Townley and Paz explo-
sives and a remote-control detonating
device.

Sept. 18 — Paz and Townley drove
to the District and checked into a Hol-
iday Inn in Northeast Washington.

Sept. 17 — Additional wires and
other elements of a bomb were pur-
chased by Paz and Townley at a Sears
Roebuck and Co. store in Northeast
Washington,

Sept. 18 — Novo, Suarez and Ross
got additional bomb parts in New Jer-
sey, and Suarez drove to the District
of Columbia to join Paz and Townley.
Suarez registered at the Best Western
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" MICHAEL MOFFITY
..+ we feel vindicated”

Envoy Motel on New, York Avenue

Sept. 18—Paz, Suarez and Townley
constructed the bomb if' i’ Washing-
ton motel room. :

Sept. 18-<In the enrl& morning

~hours, Paz, Suarez Townley ‘drove to.
Letelier's house in Bethesda, and

Townley crawled under the car and
strapped the bomb into place.

Sept. 19—-Townley called his wife,
Mariana (Ines : Callegas de Townley,
who also was a DINA agent, in Santi-
ago to have her tell DINA the bomb
was in place.

Sept. 19—Townley flew back to New

Jersey and was picked up by Ross.’

They met with Guillermo Nevo, and
Townley flew to Miami.

Sept. 21—The bomb exploded, and
investigators surmised it was deto-
nated by Suarez, the only member of
the assassination téam remajning in
Washington. Later that 'da{, Townley
called Ignacio Novo in Florida and
Novo told him that “Something had
happened in the Distrjct of Colum-
bia.” Novo'and Townley met.in Flo-
rida, where Novo was brieled on the
- mission.

Sept. "23—Townley flew back ' to
Chile from Florida.

Sept. 24—"Within the Republic of
Chile, Michael Townley advised Pedro
Espinoza that the DINA mission to as-

sassinate Orlando Letelier had been

carried out,” the indictment states.
The indictment specifically charges
‘ ‘the three Chileans and four of the Cu-
bans—all but Ignacio Novo—with con-
spiracy to murder Letelier and the
murder of Letelier under federal stat-
utes, murder of Letelier under local
statutes, murder of Moffitt under
local. statutes, and murgder, by use of
.haplosives under federsl statute: Each
count carries a possible life sentence,

Guillermo Novo and Ignacio Novo -

are charged with two counts each of

lying to a grand jury, and Ignacio

Novo was charged with failing to tell

law enforcement authorities about the
crime - after it occurred—a federal

-

- B2
charge known as mlsprlsion of a fel
ony.

Yesterday's 1ndlctment before U.S.
District Chief Judge William B. Bryant
ended 22 months of often pessimistic

o

vhifing by Michael Moffit and others

whoe had closely watehed the progress
of the investigation.

Moffitt, 27, was sitting in his office
at the Institute for Policy Studies
when the official news of the indict-
ment arrived.

He said he was “satisfied, but there's
still more to be done” in terms of see-
ing how diligent the United States
will be in making sure the charges
against the Chilean-officials are tried.

“I hate to say, ‘I told you so,"
Moffitt said, but “we feel vindicated
(by the charges against DINA). We
knew who was responsible and we
never changed that.”

IPS staffers, whose leftist think
tank was infiltrated and otherwise
spied on by the FBI and police during
the antiwar years, early in the ease

* publicly doubted the willingness of

the FBI and other U.S. agencles to
solve & crime:against a leftist diplo-
mat such as Letelier.

“It was diffieult for a while until
there . was some kind of trust—not
trust in-the mushy benee; but respect,”
Moftit sald He said FBI agent Cor-
nick and ‘prosecutor Propper are

“decent people. Cornick is a damn
good cop . . . there are obviously good
cops in the FBI and Carter Cornick is
one of them. We weren't trying.to sell
them' our whole political program.
We just wanted to see justice done.”

Moffit said that he now lives “out
of a coffee cup and qut of a beer glass
‘and ft's no substitute for a marrlam
My work (anti-Chilean junta activitie$)
is my life because 't:e junta was
responsible for the death of my wife.”

He and. Ronni Moffitt had been
married for four months before the
bombing.

. Letelier had been imprisoned by"

the military regime after the fall of
Marxist Chilean president Salvador

. Allende in a 1973 military coup. But

“after his release from a one-year
prison term, he  had returned. to
Washington—where he had served
Allende as ambassador to the United
States-—and built up a strong follow-

_ ing in leftist political circles.

His wife, Isabel Letelier, was va-
-cationing in Martha's Vineyard, Mass.,
yesterday and could not be reached
for comment.

U.S. Attorney Earl J. Silbert and
his top aides, all of whom were pres-
ent when the indictment was brought
yesterday, praised the investigation
of the case by the FBI and its Wash-
ington field office. He also com-
mended the work by Propper and

Assistant U.S. Attorney E. Lawrence -

Barcella Jr., the two prosecutors who
will try the case before U.S. District
Judge Barrington D. Parker.

Ross, Ignacio Novo an Guillermo
Novo have already been. arrested on
Letelier-related charges an are in cus-
tody. Paz and Suarez are fugitives,
‘and warrants have been issued. for
their arrest.

Also contributing to this story.‘wus
Washington Post steff writer Lawrence
Meyer.

—_




The Cubans

Men of Long-Held Political Passions

By Christopher Dickey
Washington Post Staff Writer

They are veterans of a long, lost
war, the five Cubans indicted yester-
day in connection with the slaying
of a former Chilean ambassador.
Though some of them led outwardly
calm, industrious lives, they were also
familiar with the darkest sides of life
in the Cuban communities of New
Jersey and Miami.

Among the most-radical, right-wing
elements of those communities, con-

spiracy often blends with intense poli- _

tical hatreds, the intense desire to
return to a Cuba purged of Castros
revolution, and passions burn like
fuses.

It is also a world of secrecy from
which there erupts occasional, some-
times spectacular, outbursts of vio-
lence.

Some of the first names to come to
light in the investigation of Orlando
Letelier's murder were those of the
Novos—Ignacio Novo Sampol an un-
employed shoe and auto salesman,
and his younger brother Guillermo
Novo Sampeol. They were implicated
by another Cuban exile leader who
was being held in Venezuela at the
time in connection with the bombing
of a Cuban commercial airliner in
which 73 persons died.

The Novos were leaders of the
militant Cuban Nationalist Movement
based in Union City, N.J., and their
names had long been familiar to the
federal agents who keep an eye on
the exiles’ counter-revolutionary un-
derworld.

It was the Novo brothers who were
charged in 1964 with firing a bazooka
at the United Nations building while
Cuban revolutionary Che Guevara
was speaking there, though the
charges "“ter were dropped.

Ten ydars later, Guillermo Novo
was convicted of plotting to blow up
a Cuban ship anchored in Montreal.

IGNACIO NOVO SAMPOL
. . . widely known in exile community

By April of last year, another mem-
ber of the Cuban Nationalist Move-
ment was drawn into the investiga-
tion. But, even though he was offered

immunity for his testimony, 38-year-

old salesman Jose Dionisio Suarez,
Esquivel, of Elizabeth, N.J., refused
to talk, and spent 11 months in jail.

Both the Novos and Suarez testi-
fied under oath that they knew noth-
ing of Letelier's murder.

According to yesterday's indict-
ment, however, Guillermo Novo, Sua-
rez, and their compatriots, Virgilio
Paz Romero and Alvin Ross Diaz met
with DINA agent Michael Vernon
Townley on Sept. 13, 1976, to plot the
murder of Orlando Letelier.

By Sept. 18 the same four mem-
bers of the Cuban Nationalist Move-
ment had helped Townley construct
a bomb, according to the indict anent.

On Sept. 21, Letelier died when a
bomb blast destroyed his car.

ves
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The Chileans

DIN A Officials Inspired Fear

By Christopher Dickey
washington Post Btaff Writer
There were many people in Chile
who believed that Manuel Contreras

Sepulveda, the first and only head of
the Directorate of National Intelligence,
was the second most powerful man in
the country. He was certainly one of the
most feared.

Before it was dissolved last year, his
agency, known as DINA, was blamed
for the disappearance and torture of
thousands of people as it sought to
fortify the strength of the mil'it‘ary
junta and suppress its opposition,
both in Chile and abroad.

As head of DINA, Contreras was an-
swerable only to Chilean President
Augusto Pinochet, with whom he re-
putedly was on intimate terms.

On March 21 of this year, however,
as international criticism of Chile’s
human rights record mounted, and
the investigation of Orlando Letelier’s
murder heated up, Contreras resigned
from the Army and all government
posts he had held since DINA was
abolished. No official explanation for
the resignation was given.

Contreras is accused in the indict-
ment of having ordered Letelier’s as-
sassination, but the man the indict-
ment charges with most of the plot-
ting and supervision for the operation
is Pedro Espinoza, a colonel in the
Chilean army and currently com-
mander of a garrison in southern
Chile. At the time of Letelier’s death,
Espinoza was director of operations
for DINA. Little else is known about
him, though according to several
sources familiar with Chilean politics,
it had been widely suspected ‘that
Espinoza was in charge of stifling crit-

icism from exiled members of the for-
mer government.

Armando Fernandez Larios, the
man o' i§ed of organizing the actual

ws

CONTRERAS SEPULVEDA
... answerable only to president

assassination of Letelier, and, with
Michael Vernon Townley, contacting
and coordinating the activities of the
Cuban exiles involved, is a captain in
Chile’s army. ,

The son of a retired Air Force g¢ =
eral, he took part in the storming of
the Moneda Palace during the 1973
coup, and now works at the Ministry
of Defense in Santiago.

-
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5 THE WITNESS

‘i} Townley: He Followed Orders

* By Timothy S. Robinson
Washington Post Staf!f Writer
michael Vernon Townlgy, a sofi-speo-
ken, Intense and articulate 35-year-old
mah who has made Chile his home for
ast 20 years already is starting to
mown in some cireies as the “John
Deln" of the Letelier affair.
e is an unlikely tigure to Be found
!ﬁ’ iz current role—as the heavily
ded informant who has caimly
ld ¥BI agents and prosecutors how
. hedollowed orders to plant an explo-
siv'e whose blast left its intended vic-
so mangled that hardened investi-,
gion became sick at the scene of the

’

r—?:ehe Is described by people who
know him, Townley is 2 skilled elec-
tronic technician capable of assem-
bling devices to detonate bombs by re-
mote control. He had been active in
comwando ralds against the late Chi-
lean President Salvader Allende,
whose Marxist regime was toppled in
a military coup by the curreni Chi-
lean president, Gen. Augusto Pino-
chet.

Townley, an American who grew up

"in Chile where his father headed a

large U.S. automobile operaticn, had

become a familiar sighi o Americans

there by the early 16703, He was

known as a political activist who was

suspected of participating in military

aetivities of Patria y Libertad, a right-
Chilean party.

“Although he had been charged with
munder for his alleged participation
in a Conception raid in which a night
watchman was killed, the charges
were dropped when Plnochet came to
power in late 1973 and Townley be-
catne an agent of DINA, the Chilean
secret police agency.
= To““ley reportadly viewed his
DINA t0le as that of a soldier, a man
who followed orders. He is said to
aave worked at high levels—oiten

1

meeting directly with DANA chief
Manuel Contreras Sepulveda before
carrying out a mission—and went
about his “business” in a calm, profes-
sional manner.

His wife is a Chilean and was also a
DINA agent, according to yesterday's .
indictment. She ig known for her
flamboyant expressions of political
ideclogy. Townley, on the ciher hand,
has soft blue eyes and a disquietingly
peaceful demeanor, according to per-
sons who have seen him in his new
role as a cooperative government wit-
ness.

Townley was expeiled from Chile in
early April afier the U.S. put intense
pressure on the country to turn hif
over. In the U.S., his attorneys, Sey-
mour Glanzer and Barry W. Levine,
struck up & deal by which he would
enter a guilty plea to ome count of
conspiracy t0 murder Letelier and
would in return cooperate in the Lete-
lier investigation.

The deal apparently was made in
hopes of a possible early parole for
Townley. In the meantime, he is he-
ing escorted under heavy guard and
in strictest secrecy to protect him
from harm while in custody.

As a part of the deal, Townley will
oniy have to cooperate with and pro-
vide infermaticn to U.S. authorities
on his role in the Letelier murder.
He reportedly has additional informa-
tion about terrorist actlvities in other
countries, but is not required to give
that information to the U.S, sources
have said.

As was John Dean in the Watergate
affair, Townley was, by his own ac-
count, directly involved in the exe-
cution of crimes and has decided to
testify against his close associates.
And, ag in Watergate, Townley couvld,
as did Dean, play a centrs’ role in
questioning the activities of“ a coun-
try's highest government officials.

-
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US. Extradition Request
Expected to Face Hurdles

SANTIAGO, Chile (AP) — While
the Forelgn® Ministry was presented
with a U.S, diplomatic note yesterday
asking the arrest of Chile's former se-
curity police chief and tow other
agents on murder charges, expert ob-
serrvers telt chances are slight that
the men will be extreadicted as re-
quested.

They believe it possible. however,
that a trial will be held here tor re-
tired Brig. Gen. Juan Manue! Contr-
eras Sepulveda, Col. Pedro Fspinosa
Bravo and Capt. Armando Fernandez
Larios.

Informed  Sources sald  For-
eign Minister Hernan Cubillos re-
ceived the US. note from Charles
(ivaver, deputy chlel of mission. Am-
hassador George l.andau is traveling
outside Santiago.

The Chileans were included for mu
der vesterday by a Washington grand

jury in connection with the 1976 bomh '

killings there of exiled Chilean Soctal-
ist Orlando Letelier and an American
co-worker,

The 1902 extradition treaty between
Chile and the United States provides
that each country will deliver persons
charged with crimes n the other coun-
try, but it says neighter country is
hound to hand over lts own citizens.

Under a Iater I'an American Con-
vention of 1933, Chile obligated itself
to try its own citizens if it does not
extradite them and if the only reason
for not ‘extraditing Is that they are
Chilean citizens.

The government of President Au-
custo Pinochet ignored requestz by
'he Assocated Press during the past
month for the chance to discuss Chi-
lean extradition customs and proce-
dures with a court or government ex-
pert.

Other sources sald the procedure

~military junta other than Pinochet re-

would be somewhat like this: after ar
rest, the extradition request will make
its way to the Chilean supreme
court, which is then responsihle for
conduting hearings t0 determine the
validity in Chilean jurlsprudence of
evidence mnde available by the
U'nited States,

If the court finds validity in the
charges, then Contreras, espinosa and
Fernindez must either be extradited
for trial in the Unlted States or be
brouzht to tejal here. A Chilean inves-
tipation I8 already underway.

Apparently no special treatment iy
acccorded military officers under the
two extradition agreements.

It is understood that Chile gener.
ally chooses not to exiradite its own
citizens, but diplomatic sources said
they belleve it was done in at least
one previoys case,

A member of the fourman ruling

cently told a journalist he felt certain
Chile would not hand Contreras over
to the United States.

A diplomatic source sald the only
reason he could see why Chile might
agree to extradition was that the rest
of the world would not belleve the
three were getting an unblased trial
here.

The Chilean court system has by
tradition been independent and re-
spected. The junta has no decrees lim-
fting the coumit’s independence as
sueh, but anti-povernment lawyers
claim the court is practicing a form of
self-restriction.

The supreme court, for example,
was hesitant to investigate accusatons
against the Contrerasrun DINA, A
former court president has com-
plained that dina arents blocked
whatever attempts were made to in-
vestigate.

—
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The Letelier Prosecutor. An Unld

e ettt

By Timothy S. Robinson
Washington Post 8taif Writer
+ In Chile, he is greeted by hordes of
nish-speaking reporters shouting
“Prosecutor Propper, Prosecutor
opper” and hidden photographers
ailt to snap his picture as he walks
down streets or comes out of build-
s.
¢ His comings and goings are docu-
pented with bold red headlines, and
newspapers speculate on matters
pnging from his briefcase, "which
ey think is “James Bond-equipped,”
the specially built car they say is
wn to Chile from the United States
fpr his use there, and even his alleged
lpve life when he is in Santiago.
¢ The object of the attention is 31.
Year-old Eugene M. Propper, whose
1ife is not nearly as exotic as the Chi-
press proclaims.
¢+ One of 161 assistant U.S. lttomey; L e—— o )
it the District of Columbia, he was as- . T
signed by chance tWo years ago to in-
Vpstigate what many people thought
would be the unsolvable assassination .
former Chilean ambassador Or-

m’i‘i(:esla(;?n;: stood before a federal ’ Ce le br it i ) & ‘ t
jadge here and calmly asked that A & _ , t ,
2 y in dSantiage

R A

three Chilean secret police (DINA) of-
ficials—including the feared ex-direc-
tor of the agency—be arrested in the
Bept. 21, 1976, bombing murder of
Teetelier and an aide, Ronni X. Mof-
fftt, on Sheridan Circle.

<Along the way, in a manner unti-
viled in many major investigations,
the flamboyantly bearded Propper
apd drawling FBI agent L. Carter
Cornick have become the interna-
t{pnal symbols of the dogged persist-
ence of U.S, authorities to solve the
Letelier murder case,

:Propper and Cornick say they ean-
nbt directly discuss the Letelier case
bgcause of the pending trials. But a
clear picture has emerged of two well-
matched, plodding and innovative in-
vestigators who have come out, so far,
stpelling like roses in a case that eas-
ily could have generated a very differ-
efit aroma.

-On Sept. 21, 1976, Propper was sit-
ting in the U.S. Courthouse cafeteria
when his supervisor, Donald E. Camp-
bell, asked him if he would take the
case. He knew nothing about Chile
other than what he had read in news-
papers, and spoke no Spanish.

Cornick, a 38-year-old University of
Virginia graduate and ex-marine, had
a reputation of sorts of minor boat- ‘ ' e
rocking in the normally staid world of : o oo
look-alike FBI agents, some of his ac- “l?m r”:' :’:0”“3 '
q@aintances say. He had just arrived o » Foyal treatment :
in the Washington field office after a : :
stint in bomb-rocked Puerto Rico, and g -
he came to mind when Washington t ___
FBI agent-in.charge Nick F. Stames B —
whs looking for a Spanish-speaking
agent to assign to the Letelier case.

.Cornick and Propper seemed to
work together well quickly according
td people who watched them at the
time. Propper's ego was such that he
wpuld make seemingly outrageous
demands; Cornick would soft-soap
those demands so that they seemed
perfectly normal when' they were re-
layed.

*Propper, who is from New Hyde
Park, Long Island, earned an under-
graduate degree in économics at the
University of Massachusetts at Am- 04 1
herst and a law degree from the Uni-
versity of Minnesota. He worked
briefly for the Justice Department be-

‘o es & COCky young
aam, outspoken in
o B.bout T
offiee policy, but »
not any sort of
star ...’
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Chilean newspaper and magasive ariicles

L. CARTER CORNICK
. . . Spanish-speaking boat rocker

fore joining the U.S. attorney’s office
in 1972 to get trial experience. | _

He had worked in various sections
of the prosecutor's office trying
crimes Including murders and rapes,
and had joined the fairly elite major
crimes division—where he dealt with
such matters as contract murders and
the widely publicized second Sting
project involving undercover agents
who operated a fake stolen-goods
shop. At the time of the Letelier blast,

- The Washington Post
devoted to “El Flscal Propper.”

.

E. LAWRENCE BARCELLA JR.
« « . behind-the-scenes supervisor

he was contemplating leaving the of-
fice to enter the more lucrative field
of private practice. P .

Propper was knowni as' a cocky
young man, outspoken in his views
about some aspects of office policy
but not any sort of “star” in the court-
rocom or in his handling of investiga-
tions;

In one of the more touchy aspects
of the early part of the investigation,
the Justice Department and the FBI

042

-

had to “sell” themselves to the friends
and coworkers of the victims, who had
worked at the Institute for Pelicy
Studies, a leftist think tank here that
had been spied upon and otherwise in-
filtrated by the bureau during antiwar
days.

Despite IPS outeries.. for special
prosecutors and meetings with two at-
torneys general about the slowness
with which they thought the investiga-
tion was being conducted, Propper
and Cornick quietly won the grudging
respect of the leftists, As the case
neared its apparent completion, left-
ists praised Cornick and Propper in
one breath and castigated the” agen-
cies for which they worked in the
next. ‘

Both Propper and Cornick quickly
say they have not “solved” the Lete-
ler case, and they lavish praise just
as quickly on their superiors and the
hundreds of FBI agents across the
United States and other investigators
throughout the world who have
brought the Letelier case this far.

Other point out that, in many ways,
the case was the type In which the
FBI is at its best—lots of laboratory
work, use of informants, massive man-
power available for the tedious job of

tolyiuc international terrorism prob-

Two other major investigators have

come to the limelight recently, for ex-

ample. Assistant US. Attorney E.
Lawrence Barcella Jr., one of Prop-
per's supervisors, has worked behind
the scenes on the case for more than a
year and will join Propper in trying
the case. - ,

Robert W, Scherrer, the FBI's legal
attache in Santiago, also has been in-
dispensable to the case because of the
network of contacts and the respect
he had built up in eight years in
South America, according to several
persons involved in the case.

But the major focus of media atten.
tion in Chile was on Propper-called
“Fiscal” or prosecutor there—and on
Cornick or Barcella as they made a to-
tal of three trips to Santlago this
spring. They have told associates how
reporters for the sensationalist press
ia Chile would try to talk their way
into hotel rooms at 8 a.m. for inter-
views, guess the identity of who might
be with Propper at any one time, seek
them out in restaurants, and try to
identify persons with them by brace-
lets or rings.

During the first two trips, the US.
investigators were treated royally by
the press. But by the third trip, when
the seriousness of the investigation
-and its possible aim at high Chilean

officials was clear, the atmosphere

changed, they have said.
.That was when a racy journal ac-
cused Propper of using U.S. funds to

come to Chile for an assignation with |

an attractive female journalist. News-
papers proclaimed in English, “FBI
GO HOME.” And, as.in a Peter Sell-
ers movie, photographers hanjing
of Fiat windows chased an'eémbassy
station wagon at high speeds through
a market district, scattering chickens
as they went, trying to take pictures
of Barcella and Propper.

Propper, his fame changing to noto-
riety so quickly after his whirlwind
romance with the Chilean press, said
he has no plans to return there soon.

ng out,



Townley Guilty Plea Aweptance

By Timothy S. Robinson
Washington Post Staff Writers
U.S. District Judge Barrington D.
Parker yesterday postponed any ac-
ceptance of a guilty cvlea from Mi-
chael Vernon Townley the key BOoV-
ernment witness in the Orlandoilete-
lier murder case.
Parker did not disclose his reasons
for saying he wanted to review the

plea-bargaining agreement before de-
ciding whether to accept it. But The
Washington Post learned Ilater that
the snag developed over a section of
the agreement in which the govern-
ment agreed that a specific prison

term would be imposed upon Town-1

ley.

The presentation by prosecutors of
a plea-bargaining agreement involving
a specific prison-term promise for a

defendant is extremely ‘rare here
since U.S. judges prefer to exertise
sole authority over the sentencing
process. However, such agreements

are legally allowable and are used

regularly in some jurisdictions.

The exact length of the prison term
to which government prosecutors
agreed for Townley could not be as
certained, although it reportedly would
require bim teo serve “substantial”
‘time in pirson. . The count to which

'Townleymwhmm

a maximum priscl sentence of Yfe.
Townley, whe grew up in Ohile and
beﬁ a secret pelice agent there
dur the cuswest Chilean ‘military
regime of Gen. Augusto Pinochet,
agreed with proweewtors

has .
that he will

" Moffitt, were killed Sept 21 '
whe bombuploddundn&e%
in wi\ch they were drivigg around

According to tourt testimony by an
FBI agent, Towiley has admitted that
he was sent the secret police
agency, DINA, ® the U.S. to assssi-
nate Letelier, asd actually placed the
bomb under lier’s car.

Townley’s a three months
ago to plead gulity in the case is be-
lieved to have been a major break

leading to Tuesday’'s indictment of

five Cuban eafes in the US. and
three DINA .officials in Chile for
Letelier's murder.

Townley serwd as the conduit be-
tween the two grom as well as being
directly involved in the actual assassi-
pation, according to investigators.

The still-secret plea-bargaining pact,
in which Townley reportedly agrees
to provide information oanly about ac-'
tivities he many have been involved
in on U.S. s¢il or involving U.S. citi-
zens or property, was worked out in
move than two weeks of negotiations

- between his attorney, Seymour Glan-

zer, and the government.
Reporters had been notified yester-

) ' day, in tHe usual Justice Department

manner, that Townley's plea was €x-
pected before Judge Parker at 2 p.m.
The proceeding was delayed, however,

by a meeting in the judge’s chambers

involving prosecutors and Glanzer.

Around 2:40 pm., Townley—a
bearded, thin msn wearing & blue suit
—was brought into the courtreom to
join the attorneys wim had naseeipbled
there.

When Parker took the - bench he
called Townley torward and told him

that he had _learned abput the
plea-bar t-and that
he did not feel the tdurt’had been
“fully sdvised” eboutthedeal.

‘Parker said he wanted to “step back
and review”. the agreement, and res-
chedule tlnﬂea’*ﬁor sonie time in the
{ear future AIFESS

“AS a tbeﬁ will be o prp-
ceeding at point." Parket said..
The indictment “licguses former

" DINA head Gen. Manuel Comireras

Sepulveds. of orde Letelier's mur-
der, and two other DINA operatives
in Chile with execut.ing the. detnils of
the plan.

MICHAEL
. « judge re




Suspect’s Action
In Letelier Case
Disputed by Diary

By Jéremiah 0'Leary
Washington Star Staf! Writer

A child's diary says Jose Dionisio Suarez, a
Cuban exile accused in the assassination of Chi-
lean diplomat Orlando Letelier, was with his
family in New Jersey on Sept. 19, 1976, not placing
a bomb here as the government contends, his wife
insists.

The wife, Marta, 37, says a diary kept by her 14-
year-old daughter, also named Marta, indicates.
that Suarez was in Elizabeth, N.J., on that date.
Mrs. Suarez, now a teacher in San Jose, Calil.,
said in a telephone interview that she only recently
discovered her daughter kept a careful record of
events in 1976,

“She does not permit me to read her diary,”
Mrs. Suarez said. “But she has a record in the
diary that on Sunday, Sept. 19, 1976, she enjoyed
telling her father about how she played the guitar
at Sunda?' mass that day.

‘"And later, the diary records that my husband
stayed home that Sunday to make some repairs in
the bathroom so we could sell the house. My
daughter also wrote that we came home from the
movies, a double feature, and that she also told her
father about what movie we saw.”

THE MASS WAS at St. Catherine’s Catholic-
Church. The movies attended by Mrs. Suarez,
Marta and a second child, Victor, 9, were, accerd-
ing to the diary. “Murder on the Orient Express”
and *‘Big Bus.' ’

“l1 have not told the FBI about this,'’ Mrs.
Suarez said.

“If my husband was working here at home on
that day, listening to Marta talk about the guitar
mass and the movies, he could not have been in
Washington as the prosecutor says,” she said.

According to the grand jury indictments re-
turned here, Suarez came to Washington on Sept.
18, three days before the explosion that kiiled Le-
telier and a colleague, Ronni Moffitt,

The FBI contends that Suarez and other mem-
bers of the anti-Castro Cuban Nationalist
Movement joined forces with Michael V. Townley,
35, an American in the service of Chile's DINA se-
cret police, to assassinate Letelier.

The indictments allege that Suarez, subject of a
nationwide FBI manhunt, and his Cuban-born as-
sociates, Guillermo Novo, Alvin Ross Diaz and
Vllti-gilio Paz, joined in the conspiracy to kill Le-
telter.

IT 18 ALLEGED that the consriracy was set
into motion by Army Gen. Manue! Contreras Se-
pulveda, chief of DINA; Col. Pedro Espinoza, his
operations chief; and Capt. Armando Fernandez.

Townley and Fernandez came to the United
States to execute the %Iot but Townley, an Ameri-
can citizen with a Chilean wife, is the govern-
ment's primary witness against the other conspir-
ators, the government says.




Indictments Against 8 Outline

Alleged Plot to Kill

By Jeremiah O’Leary

Washington Star Stall Writer

There was nothing to attract spe-
cial attention about the arrival of the
{voung Latin American couple at New

ork’s JFK Airport on Aug. 26, 1976.

Capt. Armando Fernandez Larios
of the Chilean army and his woman
companion passed through immigra-
tion, customs and the JFK traffic
jam without incident,

But, according to a grand jury n-
dictment handed up yesterday in
U.S. District Court here, the couple’s
visit was to have dramatic conse-
quences, because. the captain was
here as an agent of DINA, the Chi-
lean secret police, and was on a mis-
sion to spy on former Chilean Ambas-
sador Orlando Letelier.

He was to pass the information on
to the men who intended to kill Le-
telier, a murder squad ol one
American and several anti-Castro
_Cubans, the indictment charges.

The details of how Fernandez and,

the woman known to the FBI only as
“Liliana Walker Martine:" allegedly
carried out the mission are part of
the 10-count indictment in connection
with the murdérs of Letelier and his
colleague, Ronni Karpen Moffitt.

THE GRAND JURY indicted eight
persons, including the former DINA
chief. Letelier and Moffitt were killed
when a bomb attached to the exiled

ORLANDO LETELIER
Murdered diplomat

diplomat's car exploded at Sheridan
Circle on Sept. 21, 1876.

The indictment charfes that Gen.
Manuel Contreras Sepulveda, former
DINA chief and close friend of Chi-

lean President Augusto Pinochet, .

initiated the conspiracy.. The panel
did not implicate anyone of higher
rank in Chile, but said Contreras
“‘ordered the assassination of Le-
telier either alone or with others un-
known to the grand jury.”

The indictment said the order to
kill Letelier was conveyed by Lt. Col.

Letelier

MANUEL CONTRERAS
Ex-Chilean secret police head

Pedro Espinoza, DINA's director of
operations, to Fernandez and Mich-
ael V. Townley, an American expa-
triate working for DINA. It said Con-
treras and Espinoza used the
resources of DINA to arrange inter-
national travel, false documentation,
cash and intelligence contacts for the
assassination.

The prosecutors, Assistant U.S.
Attorneys Eugene M. Propper and
Lawrence Barcella, immediately re-
quested that Chief U.S. District

See LETELIER, A-8
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Continved From A-1

fudge William B. Bryant issue bench
warrants for the arrest of the three
Chilean army officers and two Cuban
exiles named in the indictment who
are not in custody.

THE STATE DEPARTMENT said
it sent a diplomatic note to Chile re-
questing the detention of the three
officers and advisin? the Santiago
military regime that ormal requests
for their extradition will be made as
soon as possible.

In Santiago, the military govern-
ment last night ordered the arrest of
the three officers after receiving the
U.S. detention request. The Chilean
interior ministry said they were
ordered placed under military deten-
tion pending the outcome of legal
proceedings.

Four alleged conspirators are in
U.S. custody: Townley, the 36-year-
old expatriate who, U.S. officials say,
has given them a full account of the
plot; brothers Guillermo and Ignacio
Novo, members of the anti-Castro
Cuban Nationalist Movement, which
is centered in northen New Jersey;
and Alvin Ross Diaz, also an anti-
Castroactivist.

““The FBI is seeking two other
Cuban exiles, Virgilio Paz and Jose
Dionisio Suarez.

THE GRAND JURY charged that
the plot was carried out as follows:

In July 1976 Contreras contacted
the .director of Paraguay’s military
intelligence service to request that he
authorize Paraguayan passports for
two DINA agents to be used on an un-
specified mission to the United
States.

In mid-July Contreras ordered
Fernandez to travel to Paraguay to
make contact with the Paraguayan
secret police. The DINA director of
operations, Espinoza, gave Fer-
nandez a false identity card for this
journey.

At about the same time, Fernandez
called Townley to arrange meetings
between him and Espinoza.

v

‘un or about July 190, Lilg exait
date being unknown to the grand
jury, Pedro Espinoza told Michael
Townley that Townley and Fer-
nandez were being ordered to go o
the U.S. on a DINA mission to assas-
sinate Orlando Letelier.” the indict-
ment charges.

TOWNLEY 1S MENTIONED only
as a co-conspirator in the indictment
and is not charged. Ofticials have
indicated he will make a court ap-
pearance this week to plead guilty to
one count of murder of a foreign
diplomat. He is expected to testify
for the government at the trial.

Fernandez and Townley went to
Asuncion, the Paraguayan capital,
July 20, 1976, and returned a week
later to Chile with special Para-
guayan passports issued under false
names. The whole transaction was
noted by American officials, who re-
called it two months later when Le-
telier was killed.

Fernandez and his woman travel

companion flew to the United States

and, a couple of weeks later, began
keeping tabs on Letelier's move-
ments. Meanwhile Espinoza gave
Townley his orders to come here and
carry out the assassination.

t Townley arrived at JFK Airport on
1Sept. 9, using false identification
apers from DINA. He was met there
1by Fernandez, who gave him the
- information about Letelier's move-
. ments between his Bethesda home
yand his office near Dupont Circle.
, Fernandez and his companion left
-that day for Chile, and Townley
rented a car.

DURING THE NEXT four days
Townley had several meetings with
Paz, Guillermo Novo, Suarez an
Ross, told them of his orders from
DINA and asked their help in carry-
ing out the assassination.

On Sept. 15 Guillermo Novo and
Suarez gave some explosives and a
remote-control detonating device to

LETELIER: Indictment

l JOSE DIONISIO SUAREZ
i

tnley and Paz, who th
. en ;

h New Jersey to \h’ashington.drme

Sept. 16 Townley and Paz
tked in at a Holiday Inn here and
the next two days busied them-
®es getting parts — some at Sears
buck — to be used in the bomb.
lermo Novo, Suarez and Ross ob-
&d other parts for the bomb, and
‘ept. 18 Suarez checked in at the
l ‘yaestte}:n dEnvlc;y Motel here.

s the day Paz, §
hley built the gomb. suarez and
1 Sept. 19 Paz, Suarez and Town-
_drove from Northeast Washing-
0 Letelier's home, where Town-
rlaced the bomb in the car. That

VIRGILIO PAZ

same day Townley made a phone call
to Chile to tell his wife, Ma?iana Ines
Callejas de Townley, also a DINA

agent, to advise DINA that th
had been placed. e bomb

LATER THAN DAY Townley went
from Washington to Newark, N.J.
and from there to Miami. Two days;
later, Sept. 21, the bomb was deto-
nated, killing Letelier and Moffitt in
morning rush hour traffic. Later that
day, Townley met Ignacio Novo in
:hgmtxh, bnefedshim on the mission
nd then, on Sept. ‘
Florida to Chile. pr. 23, flew from

The indictment does not say who

Outlines Murder Plot
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The i
l se three are among‘those indicted in the slaying of Chilean diplomat Orlando Letelier

set off the charge, only that the
bomb was detonated,” but an FBI
agent testified at a U.S. magistrate’s
_l}ga‘lnr;rl](egy obn l'the dcasse in June that
elieve
na}\el? ey peliev uarez had deto-
the defendants except I i
Novo are indicted for congpirgggczg
murder a foreign official, murdering
a foreign official, two counts of first-
degree murder and murder by use of
explosives. Conviction on each of
these charges carries a sentence of
life imprisonment. Charges (ncluding
false declarations could net tie Novo
brothers $10,000 fines and five years
lmprisonment.




FOW AN EX-CHILEAN DIPLOMAT WAS KILLED IN D.C.

By Jeremiah O’Leary
Washingtoa Star Staft Writer

NE'ARK. N.J. — When Michael Vernon Town-
ley arrived in New York from Chile in September
1976 he seemed an uaremarkable tnveler

Sandy-hai well-dressed, aki
men in their do not attract at at Joha F.
Kei . International Airport.
But Tpwnley was on a grim mission.

to the FBI, “although Towaley is an

Ameri citizen he was on mgnnent from
DINA, the Chilean military goverament’s secret

; pohce, to kill leftist former Chnlun Foreign Minis-
ter Orlando Letelier.

l ‘ BEFORE R AM. Sept. 21, 1976, Letelier anid a
I colleague, Rorni Karpen Moffm were dead. They
' were killed when a powerful bomb exploded under
Letelier’s car in morning rush hour trafflg 3t
Washington's Sheridan Circle.

Yesterday FBI Special Agent Carter -%nick
testified to these and other details of the @huble
murder in court here. It was the first time th§ gov-
ernment disclosed much of its case against Town-
ley, five Cuban exiles and an undisclosed number -
of Chilean officials the United States says were m-
volved in the conspiracy to kill Letelier.

The occasion was a removal hearing sought by
Assistant U.S. Attorney Eugenme M. Propper ta

A! SUAREZ gtmsf(srf one (;f the Cuba“n, sllnlspects Alvin Ross
t with him - Diaz, to federal custody in Washington.
"einlef:g;g"ﬁ{cﬁ?eg ll:ll:s::lm%:’pe: us':d to set off Sought by FB1 in Leteller Slaying According to Cornick's testim®ny, under ques.
explosives, the FBI says, ancﬁl

¢ knew he could The rest of the things he needed to blow up LA- tioning by Propper and Assistant 'U.S. Attorney E,
dynamite from anti-Castro Cuban activists in afe teher s car in Washington, I).C., were available in Lawrence Barcella before U.S. Magistrate Serena
!?:;i Jersey-New York area. Mtlml s capital, the FBI noted. See LETELIER, A-;
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. - ' Phrretti, Townley constructed the

bomb and attached it under the front
seat of Letelier’'s car while it was
parked near his Bethesda, Md., home.

The bomb was triggered, Cornicks-

said, by Jose Dionisio Suarez, a
Cuban exile sought by the FBI,

CORNICK’S TESTIMONY was
largelsy based on the account Town-
ley, 36, allegedly has given FBI
agents of the conspiracy and how it
was carried out.

There was no mention yesterday of
the so-called ‘‘Chilean connection,”
,exceﬁt that Townley was assisted in
the United States by Chilean Army
Capt. Armando Fernandez Larios.

he testimonhdid not say who ap-
thorized the DINA agents to murder
Letelier.

As Cornick reconstructed the
events of the murder, Townley ar-
rived at JFK airport Sept. 9, 1976,
and immediately called one of the
Cubans, Virgilio Paz, and asked to
meet with him. The two men had
known one another from a J:revious
relationship, Cornick testified.

The special agent testified that Paz
and Townley met somewhere in the
Newark area. Townley indicated
what his mission was and asked to be
put in touch with some members of
the Cuban nationalist movement,
Cornick said.

PAZ, ACCORDING TO the testi-
mony, arranged for Townley to meet
with Suarez, Guillermo Novo Sampol
and himself at the Chateau Renais-
sance, a local motel, on Sept. 11 or 12.
It was at this meetin&, the govern-
ment contends, that the conspiracy
became an active scheme. Townley
told Paz, Novo and Suarez of his plan
to assassinate Letelier and requested
their assistance.

including his routes to and from
work, ag carried out by Fernandez.
They also bought other parts that
were used in making the bomb.”’

Since Townley brought the electric
matches with him from Chile and ob-
tained the dynamite from the Cubans
in Newark, all he needed were bat-
teries and a receiver to set off the
explosion. But there was no testi-
mony introduced to give all details of
where the bomb parts came from.

Cornick testified that Townley has
admitted the bomb was constructed
by himself and Paz, but that Townley
himself placed the bomb in position
under Letelier’s car. Paz and Suarez
accompanied him to the Letelier
neighborhood for the actual placing
of the bomb, Cornick said.

AS SOON AS THE bomb was in
place, Townley left Washington so as
to be elsewhere when the bomb was
detonated, Cornick said. That left
Paz and Suarez in Washin on
Sept. 21 when the fatal blast oc-

.curred.

Ross also was present at the meet-

fag but Cornick said Townley has not
mentioned anything that Ross may
have said then.
~ Townley, who is being held for his
own safety at a military base near
Washington, told Cornick of his inten-
tions and received agreement of the
Cubans to help two days later, about
Sept. 13 or 14.
eanwhile a fellow DINA officer,
Fernandez, was in Washington, and
- Townley has told the FBI] that Fer-
* nandez’ role was to maintain #/sur-
veillance of Letelier’s comings and
goings so that the plotters cquld work
out a timetable.

“TOWNLEY SAID HE and Paz
went to Newark where thei_ obtained
the TNT on Sept. 15,”” the FBI agent
testified. “Then Townle; and Paz
drove to Washington in Paz’ Volvo.
*-Suaréz joined them later. They
- stayed in Washington and tried to

confirm the surveillance of Letelier,

“Did Towoley tell you which of
them triggered the explosion?”
asked attorney Paul Goldberger,
representing Diaz,

‘He said he didn’t know which but
he had a pretty good idea,”” Cornick
testified. “‘He told us he had talked to
Paz at his home and he concluded, as
‘v;v: l;’ave. that Suarez triggered the

m .ll
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Ironically, Suarez was questioned
by a federal grand jurr hery last
spring and was sent to jall for ndarly
a year when he refused to ansWer
questions despite a grant of im-
munity. Less than two months ago,
federal officials had to release
Suarez because the life of the grand
ju;ly had expired.

Townley, a 20-year-resident of
Chile, was ideologically attuned to
the military regime there and be-
came an activist against the leftist

vernment of Salvador Allende be-
ore joining DINA.

PROPPER AND Cornick escorted
Townley to the United States from
Chile when he was expelled by the
Santiago government under heavy
U.S. pressure and then was charged
with conspiracy to murder a foreign
diplomat. Since his arrival in the
United States, Townley has told
Propper and the FBI everything
about the plot but no details have
been released about which Chilean
hiil(ler-ups may have been involved.

agistrate Perretti agreed to the
transfer of Ross to federal custody in
Washington, and in about a week
Ross will be brought to District Jail
by U.S. marshals.

Indictments against the five
Cubans, Townley and an unXnown
number of Chileans are expected to
be returned by the grand jury in‘tate
Juneor early July.
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\CHILE

In another application of diplo-
matic pressure on Chile, State De-
partment spokesman John Trattner
announced yesterday that the United
States will delay a shipment of bomb
fins to Chile until it has completed a
review of human rights uader the
military regime. California long-
shoremen had refused to load the fins
for shipment in protest against
Chile's rights policy.

CHILE HAS ABOUT $60 million of
military equipment on order ar-
ranged before Congress imposed the
cutoff in 1976 as a means of register-
ing its indignation at the alleged
violations of human rights in Chile.

Chile’'s president, Gen. Augusto
Pinochet, and his chief military as-

sistants have adamantly fought
extradition of Chilean military men
to the United States.

Recall of the ambassador could be
followed by a break in diplomatic
relations if Chile continues to impose
obstacles to the investigation being
carried out IE;ly Assistant U.S. Attor-
ne¥Eu ene M. Propper and the FBI.

he State and Justice departments
appear determined to back Propper
in his investigation of the murder of
Letelier and his colleague, Ronni K.
Moftitt, on Sept. 21, 1976,

The best outcome American offi-
cials say they can hope for realisti-
cally is that the Chilean government
will put the three officers on trial
under Chilean laws while Progper
does the same in federal court here
with other suspects.

The three officers suspected of tak-
ing part in the conspiracy are Gen.
Manued, Contreras Sepulveda, retired
former thief of the DINA secret po-
lice and\pnce the inseparable com-

Eanion of Pinochet; Lt. Col. Pedro
spinoza, former DINA operations
chief; and Capt. Armando Fernandez
Larios, who 1s accused of tracking
Letelier in Bethesda and Washihgton
for several days before the bomb was
put under the driver’s seat of the Le-
telier car. b

The recall of Landau was an-
nounced at the State Department’s
noon brieling yesterday by Trattner,
who said:

- “AMBASSADOR LANDAU - is
being recalled from Santiago for con-
sultations with officials of the State
and Justice departments concerning
the Letelier-Moffitt assassination
investigation. The Chilean author-
ities have not been forthcoming on
important requests by the Justice
Department which have been pend-
ing for some time. The ambassador’s
presence in the U.S. will also give us
an opportunity to review the current
state of human rights conditions in
Chile and related issues.”

Chile’s new foreign minister, Her-
nan Cubilles, attending a meeting at
the Organization of American States
here, sought to minimize the signifi-
cance of the action. He even said the
recall might be useful in that it will
permit Landau *'to explain in detail
the information which we have been
making available to him lately.”
Cubillos did not elaborate.

Propper declined to say what re-
quests the Chilean government was
not honoring. However, from the
wording of the statement, it is possi-
ble that the Chileans have failed to
respond to all the questions gut forth
by Propper in the so-called letter's
rogatory sent to the Chilean Supreme
Court several months ago by Chief
U.S. District Judge William Bryant.

THERE IS ALSO speculation that
Propper ma{ have asked Chilean
officials to let him question Con-

049

treras, Espinoza and Fernandez gnd
been turned down.

The decision to recall Landau was
reached after two meetings this we
between r and Deputy Secré-
tary of State Warren Christopher.

e U.S. action represents one of
the few forms of pressure the United
States has with the Chilean govern-
ment since there is no more military '
rrognm for Chile and econofhic aid
s minimal. Chile has ample reason -
for wanting very badly to retain U.S.
friendghip since it is'in more or less
continual confrontation with three
hostile neighbors, Peru, Bolivia and
Argentina.

he diplomatic maneuver comes
at a time when Propper and the FBI
have under arrest four suspects in
the murder and as a nationwide man-
hunt continues for two other sus-
pects.

The key figure is an American,
Michael V., Townley, 38, an electron-
jcs expert who espoused rightist
causes and worked for DINA. The
expatriate Townley was expelled by
the Chileans into the custody of FBI
agents and he has been charged with
one felony count of conspiracy to
murder a foreign diplomat.

ACCORDING TO THE FBI, Town.
ley is coo%eratinﬁ with the investiga-
tion and has acknowledged that he
placed the explosive charge in Leteli-
er's auto.

The government also charges that
Townley and Fernandez, one of the
Chilean army officiers, as DINA
afents, conspired with a terrorist cell
of anti-Castro Cubans to kill the left-
ist Chilean politician. .

Under arrest on conspiracy
charges are Alvin Ross Diaz and two
brothers, Guillermo and Ignacio
Novo. The Cuban fugitives are Virgi-
lio Paz and Jose Dionisio Suarez, who
is believed to have deton the re-
mote control bomb illed Le-
telier and Moffitt at Sheridan Circle.




{
J
!

.| Letelier Murder Also Nettlesome

Chile’s Military Still Stained
By Participation in Coup

By Jeremlah O’Leary
Washington Star Stafl Writer

SANTIAGO, Chile — Man for man,
the armed forces of Chile are re-
Eargled as the best in Latin America,

ut in recent years the code of honor
by which the nation’s soldiers are
governed has been under a cloud,
and the military has suffered.

The probiem stems from the mili-
tary’s role in the coup of 1973 and
from the murder of Orlando Letelier.

An experienced diplomat ex-

lained the state of mind of the Chi-
* lean armed forces this way:

“Every officer who graduates
from the military academy here is
made to swear a most sacred oath on.

the hilt of his sword to protect not the -

people or the
stitution of Chile,
“When the order came on

ber 11 five yoars %0 a e
elected gomm:‘ ol President

Salvador Allende, there was no ques-
tion of disobedience. = -

“No order in the chain of com-
mand Is questioned. But it was trau-
matic for the Chilean  officers

because the order for the: uprising
amounted to forcing them t violate
theiroath, - . .. -~ . '

“And that is a’ serlovs miatter io
Chilean officers. ﬁ think many of
thefn dechied that if they had to sully
their honor, a lot of other geople were
going to suffer with them. " .

THAT EXPLANATION makes
more sense than mm\g:%o! the vio-
lent attack on La , the presi-
dential palace, the arrest and impris-
onment of thousands, the deaths of
an unknown number of Chileans, the
disappearances, the curfew and the
rigor of the rule imposed on 10 mil-
lion Chileans by the armed forces. * -

It may even be a partiel explang-
tion of how Chilean officers could
have been involved in the bomb-mur-
der of the former foreign ministet,
Letelier, in Washington and perhaps
other murders committed by DINA,
the secret police organization,

S ese

the United States on the expulsion of
Michael V. Townley in the Letelier
plot and has his own inquiry going
against the Chilean officers involved.
The police still make political ar-
rests and clean out small leftist cells.
But their actions do not approach the
magnitude of the mass seizures of
1873 when people were jailed by the

- thousands in open-air stadiums.

And Pinochet retired his closest
friend, the DINA chief, Gen. Manuel
Contreras Sepulveda, when the Le-
telier case began coming home to
roost.

The speculation here is that Chile

il] prosecute the three army offi-
cers alhm involved with Townley
in the ier assassination but
would never aliow them to be extra-
dited to the United States. In fact, the

E>

], who did net want his name used,
- United Btates is sendin
' .ol the ‘lgvidm::d w};ic
- A W th}' . ive
exiles with conepi to com-
dee and which everyone in
e will lead to indictiments
' Contreras, Lt. Col. Pedro Espinoza

Gﬂ'g
?zgg

p

2

‘and Capt. Armando Fernandez

Larios. .
Orozco, it was learned this week,
traveled to the United States in April

who is in custody at a militery base
near Was for his mt::fvay
Orozco's legal adviser, attorney
Miguel Schweitzer, has been to
Washington three times to see Town-
ley and to confer with Eugene Prop-
per, the assistant U.S.-sttorney han-
dling the case, and FBl agents
investigating it. ‘ ]
Townley’s Chilean wife, Mariana,
has been in Washington for the past
week to testify before a grand jury.
?he is expected to return to Santiago
aturday.

Chiie pas a uierate, miadie-Ciass,
European society with a long tradi-
tion of democratic institutions that
have worked, Ir. these surroundings,
perhaps like some parts of Germany
in Hitler's heyday, many Chileans
could not bring themselves to believe
that their officers, their, DINA, could
commit such acts as the _arranged
murder of Letelier, or the imprison-
ment of thousands and the disappear-
ance of 617 persons. :

It is a small country where people
tend to know about one another. It

- has been a great shock to the Chi-

leans to learn from the press, the
church and from each other that so
many atrocities were committed in
their name.

Diplomats stationed here sa that

the majority of the people still sup-

rt the militag; jum headed :z

en, Auygusto Pinoc or see
alternative to it. It is possible that
Pinochet enjoys more support from
the mass of the people than he does
within the regime, where institu-
tional rivairies are rife. -

The longer the Chileans are in con-
frontation with the United States
over the Letelier affair, the more dis-
turbed the Chileans become. There
are even some gigns of anti-Ameri-
canism here because it is the United
States that is pressing Chile the hard-
est to put its house in order on the
human rights issue, the Letelier case
and ultimately a return to democ-
racy. ‘

TO SOME EXTENT, Pinochet has
modified the authoritarian nature of
the regime. He has cooperated with
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_Chile Arrests 3 Named

In Letelier Indictment

By Charles A. Krause
Washington Post Foreisn Service

SANTIAGO, Chile — The Chilean
government last night arrested and
placed under military detention three
Chileans indicted yesterday in Wash-
ington in the September 1976 bomb-
ing death of former Chilean foreign
minister and diplomat Orlando Lete-
lier.

The three were identified yester-
day in the indictment as Gen. Juan
Manuel Contreras Sepulveda, former
head of Chile's secret police (DINA),
and two other DINA employes, opera-

- tions director Pedro Espinoza Brave

and agent Armando Fernadez Larios.

The government statement an-
nouncing thelr arrests failed to say
where they were being held or when
they had been arrested.

The U.S. Embassy here had formal-
ly asked for the arrest and detention
of the three yesterday afternoon,
touching off what is expected to be a
complicated legal battle over their
extradition.

The statement also stressed that
the three are innocent until proven
guilty,  and expressed the hope of
Chileag President Augusto Pinochet
that the case would be cleared up.

Contrearas is a close associate of
Pinochet.

The: statement, issued b»y Interior
Minister Sergio Fernandes, suid there
would be an extradition hearing be-
fore a Chilean court, but no dete for
the hg-nnz was given,

A US. Embassy note asking for

the arrests was delivered by Charles

Grover, second deputy chief of mis
sion, with the cemecurrence of U.S.
Ambassador George W. Landau, who
was i3 northern Chile when the in-
dictménts were announced yesterday.

The detention of the three is the
first step In extradition proceedings
that probably will culminate ulti-
mately with a hearing before the
Chilean Supreme Court, according to
terms' set forth in a 1900 treaty be-
tween Chile and the United States
and later amended in 1935.

The legal battie sver the extradition
of the three will hinge on two seem-
ingly contradietory provisions of the
1900 treaty, Chilean legal experts say.

According to the first provision,
murder and “comprehending assassi-
nation” are extraditable offenses. But
a second provision clearly sets forth
that a “criminal shall not be sur-
rendered if the offense . . . be.of a
political character: or' if he proves
that the requisition for his surrender
has , in fact, been made with a view
to punish him for am offense of a
political character.”

The three suspects are sxpected to
fight extradition.

Confreras has already retained a
P

prominent Santiago lawyer, Sergio

Miranda Carrington, who once offered

to defend Nazl war criminals at the
Nuremberg trials at the end of World
War II

Miranda could not be reached for
comment, but is expected by other
slawyers in Chile to argue that the
Letelier assassination was a political
crime, and is therefore nci covered
by the treaty.

However, one source pointed out
Yesterday that Contreras and the oth-
er two Chileans are also charged with
the murder of Ronni Moffitt, the fe-
male colleague of Letelier who was
riding in his car at the time it was
blown up.

This source said a possible way
around the treaty’s prohibition against
extradition for political offenses might
be to argue that Moffitt’s death could
not be considered politically moti-
vated and that the three Chileans
should be extradited to stand trial in
the United States for her murder.

Another section of the 1900 treaty
clearly states that ‘“neither of the
contacting parties shall be bound to
deliver up its own citizens or subjects
under the stipulations of this treaty.”
This section’ is interpreted here to
mean that the Chilean Supreme Court
could order extragition, but is not
obliged to do s0, even if the court
decides there is sufficient evidence
for the three Chileans to stand trial
for the charges brought in the United
States.

Another complieation cited by legal
sources here is that under Chilean
laws c,onspiracy to commit a crime is
not in itself a erime, The Supreme
Court, these sources said, might well
decide not to grant extradition for
that reason.

The 1935 treaty says that If the
person whose extradition is sought is
a citizen of the country to which the
request is addressed the surrendering
state man determine whether to de
liver him.

Both treatles provide for the ar-
rest and detention of a person ac-
rused of a crime in another country
when that country plans to ask for
extradition. -

Even if the Chilean Supreme Court
does not order the three Chileans to
be extradited to stand trial in the
United States many observers be-
lleve ,(the airing of the evidence
against them in public will have a
significant impact on Chilean public
opinion about the alleged involve.
ment by their government in the

assassination of Letelier, who served

as the late Salvader Allende’s am-

bassador to Washington as well as

" his forelgn and defense minister be-

fore Chile's 1973 coup.

nat
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C harg o8in Letelzer Slaymg

By Charles A, Krause
and Timothy S. Robinson
Washington Post 8taff Writers

U.S. authorities have informed Chil-

ean government officials that it is
. virtually certain that formal murder
‘ charges will be filed in the United
States against at least three senior
Chiiean secret police officials in the
Washington murder of former Chil-
ean ambassador Orlando Letelier, ac-
cording to dlplomatic and mvestlga-
tive sowrces.

The notification has touched off a
sharp reaction in Chile, evidenced
publicly by a strong anti-American
seutiment in the progovernment
press and privately by an apparently
orchestrated attempt {n some govern-
ment circles to limit Chile’s continued

cooperation in the U.S. investigation, °

the sources said.

)

The shift in focus of the investi- .
gation from the United States to .

Chile began in April after an Ameri.
can-born, admitted Chilean sectet po-
lice (DINA) agent, Mlichael Vernon
Townley, acknowledged participation
in the murder plot and began cooper-
ating with the investigators.

He reportedly has provided de-
tailed ewidence about the participa-

. tion of at least three of his Chilean

DINA supervisors in the murder plot.

Townley said he was working for

them when he recruited five anti- .
Castro Cuban exiles in the United.

States to carry out the assassination.
See SANTIAGO, A25, Col. 1

v

" SANTIAGO, From Al

Among those reportedly lmpllclted
by Townley is Gen. Manuel Contreras
Sepulveda, the head of DINA at the
time of the Sept. 21, 1976, bombing.

Letelier and an associate, Ronni K.
Moffitt, were killed when a bomb &at-
tached to the car was detonated by a
remote control device as it traveled
around Sheridan Circle,

In Santiago, Chile’s military gov-
ernment, its supporters in the press
and its friends in business ecircles
have become both frightened and fu-
rious as the U.S. investigation has
turned toward the involvement of
Chilean citizens.

The Childan government has re-
cently questioned the motives of the
U.S. Justice Department official con-
ducting the investigation in addition
to not cooperating fully with U.S, re-
quests for imformation, according to
well-informed sources in Santiago.

The wave of anti-American feeling
isthe first In decades, among con-
servative Chileans who have tradition-
ally looked to the United States as a
friend in their efforts to stop leftists
and Communists from gaining control
of Chile.

“Why does your government always
have to meddle in'our affairs?"” a very
well-connected conservative business
man asked a reporter the other day.
“The United States really is imperial-
istic.”

The marked change in attitude be-
gan about three weeks ago during the
most recent visit to Santiago of As-
sistant U.S. Attorney Eugene M. Prop-
per, who is heading the investigation
into the murder of Letelier, a former
foreign minister and Chile's ambassa-
dor to the United States during the
leftist government of former president
Salvador Allende. Until his death,
Letelier was an outspoken critic of
the right-wing military regime that
overthrew Allende in 1973.

Propper, accompanied by Assistant
U.S. Attorney E. Lawrence Barcella,
Jr. and two FBI agents, made what
was his third visit to Santlago in the
past three months to gather évidence
to present to a grand jury investigat-
ing the Letelier affair in Washington.

On the most recent visit, the first
after Townley’s deportation and
questioning, It soon became clear to
Chilean government officials that
the evidence Propper was after would
be used to indict three former secret
police officers, including Contreras.
The former secret police head, who
left the investigative agency when it
was reorganized last fall, has long
been a confidant of President Augusto
Pinochet.

The reaction in Santiago to the
Propper mission and to the headlines
it generated was instantaneous and
harsh as the realization sunk in that
U.S. authorities and the grand jury
would almost certainly charge the
three Chileans with having ordered or
participated in the Letelier murder.

The Chilean press reaction to Prop-
per’'s visit was at times hostile. It was
a sharp contrast to the earlier visits
to Chile by Propper and FBI agent L.
Carter Cornick, who were covered by

an unmuzzled press that considered
-high-ranking American officials

and treated them with respect.
Indignation, a sense of helplessness
and, finally, cold anger swept through
the government and its supporters at
the lmpllcat.(ons of Propper's requests
for lnformntion No issue is as danger-

ous to the continued viabhility of the.

military government here as the Le-
telier case because many political ob~
servers believe that, faced with abso-
lute proof, large numbers of Chileans
would find it impossible to continue
supporting a government that had
ordered a cold-blooded political assas-
sination.

The Letelier case is particularly
dangerous for Pinochet because of
his close connection to Contreras.
“Pinochet . might not have known
about the Letelier murder, as the
president has said he did not,” said
one lawyer who is not closely associ-
ated with either the government or
the opposition. “But far fewer people
would believe him” if Contreras is in-
dicted in'the United States.

After Propper returned to the
United States, the Pinochet govern-
ment went on the offensive. On May
26, Interior Minister Sergio Farnan-
dez issued a statement which said
there had been “no precise objec-
tive” for Propper’s third .visit to
Santiago.

The statement suggested that the’

investigator migt have had “ulterior
political” motives for personally com-
ing to Chile, The government said the
visit had contributed to an “artificial
climate with which Chile’s enemies
pretend to invovle our authorities”
in the Letelier case.

Persons familiar with the relation-
ship between Chilean and U.S. offi-
clals during the case said Chilean in-
vestigators have never directly ac-
cused the U.S. investigation of being
political and have treated Propper
and Cornick as nonpolitical investi-
gatora.

Since the alleged mvolvement of
DINA officials has become public,
the Chilean government has begun
conducting a military inquiry into the
alleged Chilean involvement in the
plot. Chilean investigators have trav-
eled to Washington to gather informa-
tion for use in that investigation,
sources said. .

The Fernandez statement also
stressed that Chile would continue co-
operating with U.S. authorities, but,
according to informed sources in San-
tiago, the Chilean government has
failed to turn over several pieces of
information that Propper requested
during his trip there.

-One source sald the government ap-
parently is withholding the informa-
tion, hoping that Propper will be un-
able to obtain a grand jury indict-
ment without it. Other sources have
said, however, that Contreras and the
otheﬁ BINA offlrers will be in-
dicted even if the information re-
quested is not provided.
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TanIeys Wife Kn

Of Plot to

By Jeremish O’Leary

Washington Star Staff Writer

SANTIAGO, Chile — . Mariana
Callejas, the wife of Michael V.
Townley, the accused assassin of
Orlando Letelier, is candid.

“Why did you tel the reporters at
the airport last night that your hus-
band put the bomb in elier’s
car?” she was asked at her home
here yesterday after a flight from
Washmgton

“I can’t lie. I don’t know how. It’s

difficult for me to he or to ignore peo- '

ple,” Callejas said.

case, she addad; PFBI

Cmeﬂumammm
in court a week that husband
placed the bomb that killed Letelier,
soshemdshcdidl’tmnyﬂhgn
new in that.

“But did you know about the assas-
siuﬁmphtbemerﬂntmz
were mputahubhhe
erscar?"uhevum

“Yes. Inc

utum was
”Mnchul eaﬁ?
.Mmm."lheu

LEJAS, WHO has
name as many
do, was completely

21 107!).
me {rom

bt e

com
althongh tired from the 7&&0”12'

Kill Letelier

fhght from Washington to Santlago
he said she went there at the invi-
tation and expense of the U.S. gov-
ernment to testify before the grand
jury and to see her husband, Mich-
ael, 38, who is in custody somewhere
near Washin

Townley's home in the Lo Curro
hills overlooks the sm basin in
which Chile’s capital is located.
There is a swnmmu_ﬁ. pool the family
has never used e view of the
snow-capred Andes is magnificent.

But Callejas is difficult to get a fix
on. A wistful smile constantly plays
across her face even when she dis-

cusses calamity or

is ot t cﬁl&el, i ﬂig,tﬁ
WO K

Brian, 12, ‘both’ and blead

like r father, po
com tlWm 1o the chalet on at msqu
Naran

“Ihavesouoneolthecunm
,ordutofeedmychnldren " she said.

‘$0b the government of

Chile cam help uws because that
-:dwmeanahmduﬁlet lilich-

me | ought not to be g

interviews for freewhu'e vgg
moneyoo "

AS SHE 'rm Calle
from subject to subject withou
treuandawn in low key»”

See '!'OWNLEY, A4
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'"TOWNLEY

Continued From A-1

One %em she says, 'l am a
Chilean and I will always be a Chi-
lean.” The next, she says clearly but
without passion that she is angry that
her government gave her husband
over to the United States without due
process of Chilean law.

At the same time, Callejas says,
the grand jury treated her nice?r e-
cause the?' are nice people and she
spoke well of Assistant U.S. Attorney

ugene M. Propper and FBI agents
Cornick and Robert Scherrer.

. What did she have to tell the grand
jury last week?

- “Not very much,” Townley's wife
said. She said they questioned her for
about 20 minutes.

“But I am not a woman to ask
many questions. I knew Michael was
with the DINA and that he is good
with electronics, but we didn’t talk
mgé:h about what he was doing,” she
said.

She slowly wanders around the
house where she and Michael Town-
ley lived together,

j;‘lt is very lonely here now,” she
said.

THERE ARE NOT many books. A
couple of paperbacks catch the eye:
“The Terminal Man" and somethin
in sci-fi called “The Shores o
Death."”

The bar contains only a bottle of
tequila, looking long ignored. The hi-
fi 15 impressive, wired by Michael,
but none of the records is in sight.

“I1 write. I read. I keep busy with
the children,” Callejas said:

“What do you think of the United
States? Don't you have some chil-

* dren by a previous marriage living
there?"” she was asked.

“That is a thing of the past,” she
said. “But 1 do not like it when the
U.S. blackmails Chile and other
countries as they do. The Americans
say you’ll m no food unless you do
aswesay. Thatisnotright.”

Mariana Callejas, three times
married and now separated from her
husband by one of the most publi-
cized acts of violence ever commit-
ted in Washington, does not think she
would attend a trial.

She says she cannot afford the trip
and that she has to take care of the
children. But it comes out that she
would not want them exposed tosight
of their father as a prisoner in jail
and in the dock.

SHE IS A FEY woman who seems
to move through life as if it were a
dream, or a nightmare. It is hard to
say whether she is the perfect victim
of circumstances or as clever as her
coaverestion indicates she may be.

She has told Chilean interviewers
at various times that she has been a
Communist, a Socialist, a Zionist, an

anti-Allende activist and, during a

stay in the United Sta
of Eugene McCarthy.

“But he was a disa
she said with a sigh, as if a
might fit that description.

orn in the small town of Rapel in
the province of Coquimbo, her father
was a justice of the peace. She at-
tended high school and then college
but dropped out. She explains that by
saying, ‘I am an Aries and Aries
people are always complicated. I was
preoccupied with the problems of the
world at an early age and this made
problems with my father who was
anti-Communist.”

And there were her marriages.
The first lasted six months until she
was 17. Her second husband was
Jewish and took her to live on a kib-
butz in Israel.

SHE MARRIED Michael Townley
after a 10-month courtship. They
lived in Florida, where she worked
for McCarthy’s cause. .

When they came back to Chile, she
said, she became a collaborator in
the right-wing Patria y Libertad
organization against President
Salvador Allende.

Life looks bleak to Mariana Calle-
jas, but her omnipresent smile
makes one wonder if she really
understands how serious a turn her
life has taken.

It is all very disorganized, some
woeful sculpture, the unused pool,
the flea market quality of the fur-
nishings in a house that has one of
the most beautiful views in Latin
America.

But that view is lovely only looking
putward. It is very probable that the
Sape waed toXil Letelier m Washine:

to ki telier in -
:o‘r were assembled in this house on
the Via Naranja.

A




THE VETEVER/MOFFITT MURDER

THIS IS HOV IT YWAS DONE

GAUL LAKDAU and RALPH STAVIKS

Six months have passed since Orlando lLetelier and
Ronni Moffitt were murdered on Embassy Row in Wash-
ington. No arrests or indictments have occurred. From
our own investigation, published reports and Justice De-
partment sources the names of several of the suspected
assassins are known. From independent evidence that we
have gathered, the suspects’ motives and key detrils of
the crime have emerged. The FBI and Justice Depan-
ment findings concur in crucial detail with the con-
clusions drawn [rom our inquiry.

The actual plot for the murder began during a debate
within the Chilean junta in June 1976. Letelier had re-
ceived a letter from a reliable source which described
this discussion. The question arose whether or not to

“assassinate Letelier, whom all members of the ruling

council judged a danger to the regime. Gen. Augusto
Pirochet made special reference to Leteliers public at-
tempts to isolale and denigrate the ruling junta—his parnt
in blocking a $63-million Dutch investment, his testi-
mony before the United Nations and other world bodies
about torture in Chile, his rclationships with members
of Congress and State Dcpartment officials (letelier
lunched from time to time with William Rogers, As-
sistant Sccretary of State for Latin American Affairs,
end had close contact with outspoken legislative critics
of the junta, Scnators Kennedy, McGovern, Abourezk
and Humphrey, and Congressmen Fraser, Miller, Mofett
and Harkin); his influence at international banking and
lending agencies (Letelier was an economist and a for-
mer high official of the Inter-American Development
Eank). Letelier stood for the Chilean law and constitu-
lion, for human rights and reason—in a word, legiti-
macy, underlined by his presence in Washington. All the
junia had to rule with was terror.

The “moderates™ around the Santiago decision-making
table argued that, while Letelier copstituted a clear and
present danger, his assassination at that time would not
augur well for future relations with Washington., The
“hards™ said, “kill him; the United States is soft on
conmunism anyway.” They no longer felt concerncd
-over possible U.S. reaction to assassinations. They al-
rcady felt betrayed. -

The modcrates prevailed. Instcad of assassination a
compromise was agreed upon: Letclier was stripped of
his Chilean nationality by a junta decree. This decision,
rczched in June, was not published in the official
Gazetre until Scptember 10, 1976.

Several clements cntered into the junta debate. The
most important factor was that, contrary to the public
impression, U.S.-Chilean rclations had suficred a steady
decline over the previous yecar. Because of flagrant and
well-documented violations of human rights, the U.S.
Cengicess began 1o reduce the large benchts it had been
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Marcelo Mcearexica
granting to the junta since the overthrow of Allende,
Congress stopped all military aid, sharply cut back
economic aid, and inserted human rights provisions into
aid Jegislation. From a 1975 peak of $273 million, U.S.
aid was halved in fiscal 1976 and halved again for fiscal
1977. Three members of Congress and their staffs traveled
to Chile and, upon their return home, gave eyewilness
accounts of the horrors of daily life under the military
dictatorship. In addition to such open condemnztion of
the regime by Congressional leaders, the Ford adminis-

—

tration voled in early 1976 to denounce Chile at the -

hiimon

United Nations for its sysiematic vigclatica of huomen
rights, and the State Department through the U.S. Em-
bassy in Santiago dclivered signals of diplomatic dis-
approval,

The sum of these gestures did not indicate an im-
pending break in relations; indeed, one could intcrpret
them as messages to mend onc's brutal ways. But the
junta responded with puerile rebelliousness. Jts ]cadcr_s,
rcalizing that Congress was determined to cut their zid
significantly, boasted that they didn't want it a2nyway.
Chile’s cconamic minister znnounced that Chile nceded
no morc foreign loans, since the Chilean economy was
alrcady glutted with forcign credit, .

Saul Lendau ard Ralph Stavins were co-workers with Oilcndo
Letelicr and Ronni Moffitt at the Institute Jor Policy Studics
in Washington, D.C. Landau, a filin director (Fidcl), is acting
dircctor of the Transnational Institite, 1PS's internctional pro-
gram. Stavins dirccts IPS's project on official illegaliry.
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The Chilean press increased its attacks upon libera!
U S legislators. Senator Kennedy was branded a Com-
munist leader 2nd  cartoons in the  junta-controllcd
Suntiago dailies portrayed other powerful Scnators con-
spiring against the junta, with Mrs. Hortensia Allende,
the slain President's widow, goading them on.

Pablo Rodriguez, leader of the ultra-Right Patric y
Libertad movement, asked on Chileap TV, “Why has
Chile become an electoral banner used in thc US. to
win votes? I believe it is because to a great cxtent inter-
national communism has been attracting thosc nations
where eventually there might be a conflict.” Détente,
according to officials in Chile, had proved that the
United States could no longer be trusted. (Shortly after
the murders, former Chilean Ambassador Manuel Trucco,
responding to Presidential candidate Carter’s attack on the
junta and U.S. involvement in the coup, wrote Carter
warning that his advisers were Marxist dupes.)

Letclier’s publishied writings continued to throw doubt
oa the junta's cconowmic and political legitimacy. In the
. August 28, 1976, issue of the The Nation, he published
an article, “Chile: Economic ‘Freedom'ss Awful Toll,”
which connected the campaign of state terror to the junta-
Milton Friedman economic modcl. Despite the ubiquitous
terror, Letelier concluded, the generals showed no capacity
to mold a viable economy, and future investment in Chile
was foolhardy.

On September 10, 1976. Letelier learned of the decree
stripping him of his nationality. At a scheduled speech
at Madison Square Garden, New York, he pgave his
reply: I was born a Chilean, I am a Chilean and I will
die a Chilean. They, the Fuascists, were born traitors,
live as traitors, and will be remembered forever as Fascist
traitors.” The overflow crowd roared its approval. DINA
agents attended the rally and reported to Santiago.

We belicve that General Pinochet and his DINA chiel,
Manuel Contreras, called a special mecting to discuss
these, for them, unfavorable recent events. This time the
moderates lost. Pinochet ordered DINA to “hit” on
Embassy Row in Washington, D.C. as Pinochet's “‘sym-
bolic™ response both to Letelier’s resistance and to the
United States' “betrayal” of its promised support. )

From several sources inside the U.S. Government,
we have Jearned that a high-level DINA official was
instructed to conspire with Cuban exiles in the United
States for the actual killing. The DINA-exilc connection,
by then many months ‘'old, had come about as naturally
as a marriage between Mafia families. Shortly after the
1973 coup, Col. Eduardo Scpulveda, a closc fricnd of
Pinochet, was dispatched to Miami to mcct with Cuban
exile lcaders. Ramiro de la Fé, a Bay of Pigs veteran
who had served time for possession of explosives, and
who was a spokesman for several tcrrorist groupings,
consulted with Sepulvcda and helped him set up a front
group in the United States to promote the junta's image.
In returm, according to former exile activist, Carlos
Rivero Collado,* Scpulveda promised moral and ma-

* Carlos Rivero Collade was active in Cuban exile affairs until
he 1ecently scturned to Cuba, revealing all he knew of exile
politics.
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terial aid in the exiles' private war against Castro and
the Ceban Revolution.

In carly 1974, the junta blessed the arrangement by
scnding Julio Duran to deliver a keynote specch before
the cxile community in Miami. Duran, Chile's delegate to
the U.N. General Assembly and a leading figurc in Patria
y Libertad, promised the exiles that henceforth, Chile
would support their cause.

The exiles, most of whom the CJA had abandoned
because of periodic policy changes and the fallout from
Watergate, became the junta's adopted sons. The junta
and the exiles shared the same encmies and idcology.
Chile, not the United States, was ‘dedicated to the over-
throw of Castro; Chile, not the United States, was now
the hemispheric leader in the siruggle against inter-
national communism; Chile, not the United States, was
willing to use terror as a routine tool of policy. The
eviles had new parents, and, judging from the frequency
of their visits to Chile, a2 new home. In 1975 Brigade
2506, composed of Bay ‘of Pigs veterans, awarded
Pinochet its “"medal of freedom.”

According to Carlos Rivero Collado, from 1974 to
1976 the Cuban exile terrorist groups, with Chilean
moral and material aid, launched a number of violent
attacks in and out of lhlS country. Their targets included
not only the Cuban Revolution but some of their newly
defined encmies in the United States. In one incident,
Emilio Milian, a Miami-based Cuban exile, who advo-
cated détente with Cuba, had his legs severed when a
C4 bomb exploded in his car, the identical method used
later to eliminate Letelier. (For details of atrocities com-
mitted by Cuban exiles in the recent past, see “Miami,
Haven for Terror,” The Nation, March 19.)

Our evidence indicates that a high-level DINA agent
landed in Miami on September 13, 1976, and met with
a group of Cuban exiles who had already been alerted
that a “contract” was in the offing. The DINA agzat
worked out the details of the Letelier assassination with
four young terrorists noted for their daring and cold-
bloodedness. Having secured a plastic explosive and a
detonating device, they departed for Washington. There
they met wnth DINA agents, posing as Chilcan officials,
stationed at the Chxlcan Embassy. The Washingion-
based operatives briefed the exiles on Letelier's habits,
his car description, daily departure times, route to work,
parking location, and probable work schedule at the In-
stitute for Pollcy Studies during the following week.

The next afternoon, Justice Department sources con-
firm, a group of Cubans madc an official call upon thc1r
Chilean Ambassador, Manucl Trucco, to “‘protest”™ the
extradition of Rolando Otero, a fellow Cuban exile, from
Chile to the United Statcs, there to stand trial for bomb-
ings in the Miarni arca. This visit to the Chilean Embassy
could scrve in the future, should it be neccssary, to ex-
plain their presence in Washington.

Upon lcaving the Chilcan Embassy, they probably
drove 1o an alley behind the Institute for Policy Studies,
where Letcelicr routinely parked his car. The explosive
was taped to the I-bcam of the car, under the driver’s
scat, for maximum impact. The car may have becn
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/' 1 test whether the plastic .wo.uld remain in ple..
o day before @ set of Letelier’s car keys had bron
‘ {rom his ofiice and when Letclier arrived at 4
' ,:'z 6.30 that cvening, one of his companions poin:.d
hat the right front door was ajar. He shrugeed it

. saving, “Oh, I must have gotten out on the wrong

s today.”

The next morning Letelier drove to National Airport,

urked his car for the day, and took an Eastern shuttle
to New York. Hc returncd on Saturday for a party at
his house to celebrate Chilean Independence Day.

Monday, the day before the assassination, Letelier
worked at his office. At the end of the day, he phoned
Isabel, his wife, confirming a dinncr-work engagement
at home for that evening with Michael and Ronni
Moffitt. When Moffitt discovered that his own car would
not start, Letelicr phoned again explaining that the
Moflitts would drive with him. They stayed until mid-
night, and then drove Letclier’s car to their own home, it
being agreed that they would pick him vp and drive to
work together the next merning.

At 8:43 Tucsday morning, a Latin woeman walking in
front of Letelier’s residence noticed a late-model gray
sean parked near the Letelier driveway. Three occu-
pants sat inside and- one man stood by the car. She
identified him as “certainly a Latin,” about 30, wearing a
gray suit and tie. The four appeared 1o be enjoying an
“inside jo'e,” she said.

At 8:55 the Mofiitts arrived in the Letelier car, and
pulled into Letelier's driveway. Engaged in conversation,
they did not notice any other vehicles nearby. As soon
. as they entercd the Letelier residence, one of the group
of four must have crawled under Letelier’s car and at-
tached the delonating device to the plastic charge—a
procedurs that requires only seconds.

At 9:15, Letelier, Ronni and Michael Moffitt left the
houss and began the drive from Bethesda to the District
of Columbia. Letelier took the route he always drove—
River Road to 46th to Massachusetts Avenuc. They
talked about the day’s business and the dreary weather.
No one paid attention to a gray sedan trailing them at a
“safe” distance.

As Letelier entered Sheridan Circle, a hand in the gray
car depressed 2 button. Michael Moflitt hcard the sound

R
of “watcr on a hot wirc™ and then saw a “white fla.h
Thrown clear of the cxplosion, Moflit tricd to free 1
unconscious Letelier from the wreckage on top of hir
His Jegs had becen snapped from his body and catapu'ic
somie 15 fect away. Ronni Moffitt stumbled away fros
the smoldering Chevrolet; she seemed to be O.K., bt
in fact had suffered 2 severed artery and soon bled t
death. Michacl scrcamcd out into the world, “Th
Chilean Fascists have done this.”

This reconstruction of the assassinations, based upor
cvidence gleaned in six months of probing and witt
some cducated guessing, is supported by what we know
of FBI findipgs. In crucial arcas, our conclusions and
those of the Justice Department match exactly: a DINA
official, himself under orders from “‘above,” ordered ard
superviscd the “hit™; Cuban terrorists carried it out;
plastic explosive was the murder instrument,

Most of the FBI and Justice Department officiz!ls in-
vestigating the murders have made a concerted effort
to bring the perpetrators to the bar of justice. At the
samc time, other agents inside the government have
leaked material from Letelier's briefcase, seized by the
police as potential evidence at the time of the explosicn.
The leaked material first appeared on the desks of sev-
cral officials of the Inter-American Developmcent Benk,
where Letelier had served for many years. Next, the
bricfcase material was given to newspaper columnists
Jack Anderson and then to Evans and Novak. The col-
umns which these men wrote attempted to discredit
Letelier and divert attention from the actual killers-—
General Pinochet, the Chilean junta, the DINA and their
Cuban exile hit men.

The names of most of the killers, their motives, and
their modus operendi are now known to the Justice De-
partment. What remains are the more fundamental ques-
tions: will the U.S. authorities be allowed to gather
sufficient evidence to bring the killers to trial? Will they
name General Pinochet and other ruling junta mem-
bers who ordered the assassinations? And will the role
of US. intclligence and defensc agencics, which had
previously trained junta leaders, DINA agents and the
exiles, be revealed in full? : a

057



-
”»
s By Timothy S. Robinson
bl Washinaton Post Stalf Writer

b
® *Michael Vernon Townley, a soft-spo-
Fen, intense and articulate 35year-old
‘;nan who has made Chile his home for
the past 20 years already is starting to
be known in some circles as the “John
T™Jkan” of the Letelier affair.

«w -He 1s an unlikely figure to be found
“ his current role—as the heavily
-guarded informant who has calmly
told FBI agents and prosecutors how
“he followed orders to plant an explo-
..give whose blast left ita intended vie-
23 so mangled that hardened investi-
. pm: became sick at the scene of the
rg ! !
“2%Aq he is described by people who
know him, Townley is a skilled elec
tronic technician capable of assem-
bling devices to detonate bombs by re-
Jote control. He had been active in
eémmando raids against the late Chi-
Sean President Salvador Allende,
,whose Marxist regime was toppled in
a-military coup by the current Chi-
léan president, Gen. Augusto Pino-
.. chet. '
‘Townley, an American who grew up
in Chile where his father headed a
‘Ziarge U.S. automoblle operation, had
_“become a familiar sight to Americans
there by the early 1870s. He was
 known a5 a political activist who was
+ suspected of participating in military
. activities of Patria y Libertad, a right-
+*yying Chilean party.
pind Although he had been charged with
Smurder for his alleged participation
<p a Conception raid in which a night
osyatchman was killed, the charges
were dropped when Pinochet came to

power in late 1973 and Townley be-

came an agent of DINA, the Chilean
secret police agency.

- - Townley wds expelied from Chile in
qarly ApriY/after the U.S. put intense
pressure on the country to turn him
gver. In the U.S., his attorneys, Sey-

\

a—

: The Witness

- Townley: He F ollowed Qrders

. .MICHAEL VEINOU TOWNLEY
... imiikely figure in current role -

mour Glanzer and Barry W. Levine,
struck up a deal by which he would
enter a guilty plea to one count of
conspiracy t0 murder Letelier and
would in return cooperate in the Lete-
lier investigation.

As a part of the deal, Townley will
only have to cooperate with and pro-
vide imformation to U.S. authorities
on his role in the Letelier murder.
He.reportedly has additional informa-
tion about terrorist activities in other
countries, but is not required to give
that information to the U.S. sources
have said.

As was John Dean in the Watergate
affair, Townley was, by his own ac-
count, directly involved in the exe-

cution of crimes and has @ecided to
. testify against his close Aagsociates.
And, as in Watergate, Townlty could,

“as did Dean, play a central\yole in

questioning the activities of a coun-
try's highest government officials.
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i;l; in Arms fbr Chile
s Passed and Reversed

of Chilean President Augusto Pinochet,.is be-
lieved to be the first high-ranking foreign in-
telligence official indicted in this country.,

By John M. Goshko

Washington Post Staff Writer

The House yesterday voted to halt U.S. arms
ipments to Chile until the government there
rrrenders three men indicted in the murder
former Chilean ambassador Orlando Letelier.
hen, after protests from the Justice Depart-
ent, the House reversed itself. .

The confusing sequence of events stemmed
om Tuesday's action by a federal grand jury,
hich indicted eight persons in connection
ith the 1975 car-bombing deaths of Letelier
1d an American friend, Ronni K. Moffitt, as
\ey drove through Washington's Embassy Row.
Among those indicted were Gen. Juan Man-
s] Contreras Sepulveda, former head of the
hilean secret police (DINA), and two DINA
mployes, Pedro Espinoza Bravo and Armando
crnandez Larios. Contreras, a close associate

Yesterday, as the House was considering the
fiscal 1079 foreign military -aid bill, Rep.
Thomas R. Harkin (D-lowa), an outspoken
human-rights advocate, introduced an amend-
ment calling for the cutoff of all.arms ship- .
ments to Chile until the three are extradited -

to the United States.

Congress
in 1976 to
abuses by

See ARMS, Al5, Cel. 1

halted military assistance to Chile
rotest alleged repression and rights

Pinochet government. However,
an estimated $24 million in so-called pipeline
shipments — equipment purchased or con-
tracted for before the cutoff—has been con-
tinuing. ;
" The Harkin amendment called for halting all

Halt in Arms to Chile Voted, Then Reversed

ARMS, From Al

material in the pipeline until the
‘three have been extradited by Chilean
authorities. After an emotional debate
in which House member after mem-
ber took the floor to denounce
Chilean ‘death squads,” the amend-
ment was adopted by voice vote.

But, when word of the House’s

action got out, it sparked an immedi- .

ate protest from the Justice Depart-
mént on the grounds that it was pre-
matuare and inappropriate, The .de-
partment then instructed its congres-
sfonal liaison officers to begin con-
facting members of the House to
make known its obections.
. Robert Keuch,; deputy assistant at-
torney general in the criminal divi-
gion, sald in a telephone interview last
night: .
“We feel such an action is improper
at the present time because the for-
mal request to Chile for extradition

hasn’t been made yet, and there is no
sign at this point that the Chilean ju-
dicial process will not be forthcoming
in meeting the request for extradi-
tion.”

Keuch said the extradition papers
probably will be filed within the next
two weeks, and added that it's likely
to take some time before the matter is
decided by the Chilean courts. He said
Justice was aware of news agency re-
ports from Santiafo quoting Pinochet
as saying there  was some doubt about
‘whether the three Chilean nationals
will be extradited.

But, Keuch added, the interests of
justice require that the appropriate
legal channels be used and given an
opportunity to work without actions
that could be construed as undue po-
litical interference.

Privately, other Justice Department
sources said actions like the House
amendment could seripusly impede ef-

forts to bring the three Chileans to
trial, because it could be cited within
Chile as an interference by Congress
in its internal affairs and a politically
inspired maneuver to topple the Pino-
chet government. =~

The arguments made by the Justice
Department apparently had considera-
ble impact within the House. Late in
the afternoon, Rep. Charles E. Wig-
gins (R-Calif.) moved to reconsider the
Harkin amendment, and, on that go-
around, it was overturned on a roll-
call vote, 243 to 166.

"In’ the indictment, Contreras and
Espinoza, DINA operations supervi-
sor, were charged with plotting the as-
sassination of Letelier, an outspoken
foe of the Rinochet government. Fer-
nandez Larios was named as being
one of two DINA agents—the other
being an American citizen, Michael V.,
Townley—who came to the United
States to carry out the pjot in.cooper-
ation with militant Cuban exiles.
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. Pinbchet:
U.S. Must
Show Proof

- Chilean Stresses
" Barriers Facmor
Extrad_ltlon of 3

" By Charles A. Krause
Washingten Post Foreign Service

' - SANTIAGO, Chile — President

- Augusto Pinochet, reacting sharp-

1y to the U. S. indictment of three
I Chilean secret police officers for

murder, said yesterday that these

were merely accusations and extra-
- dition will require presentatxon of
preof’

Asked if the action against Chile’s
former secret pohce chief and two
iRyl %]
overnment, Pinoche

1~ “Absolutely not.” He -3
.ghastised State-Depaytment ofﬂcfals,
& “saying they “are “Hvplved in, W
they have no business gétﬂng

ed in.”

i.2ens,

deﬁanﬂy‘ly#

Pinochet insisted in a meeting
with reporters that he expects U.S.

.reguests for extradition to be handled

in confor!mty with Chilean law and
international commitments. 1t was
widely felt here, however, that he
does not expeet the three accused to
be delivered to Washington for trial.
The key responsibility for extradi-
tion falls ynder the jurisdiction of
Chile’s Supreme Court and P
made it clear that he does not intend

to supersede’ that. process’ y person-

ally ordering thaf th; three be put in
U.S. hands. A
Extradxuol procedures are spelled
out in 331902 treaty between Chile and
the oIAtited States. The Supreme
, which is officially independent
the military government, is none-
theless thought to be inﬂneﬁced by it.
The Supresse Court, éven in' the

.&:ys when’ ﬁ Tunetiéried ‘under demo-

atle ¢

rarel has
" granted- y

‘ ion treaty makes it cjear that
es of “a political .chgfacter” are

¢ not. extraditable, offenses .

. At the game'time, however, assassi-

Li d murder are crimes for °
) extradition may be granted, an .
parent contradiction which lawyers

‘ here said will be the basis of the legal

See CHILE, Al5, Col. 2

on of Chilean cith
Mhermore. the U.S.-Chil2an -

JUAN CONTRERAS SEPULVEDA
... accused former DINA chief

Pinochet: U.S. Must Prove &
Its Case to Get Extradition

CHILE, From Al

battle that is expected once the
United States formally asks for the
extradition of the three former secret
police officers charged with the mur-
der of Chilean exile Orlando Letelier
two year ago in Washington.

If extradition is" not granted, an-
other treaty signed by both the
United States and Chile provides that
Chile has the obligation to try the ac-
cused here if the ‘accusations against
them are considered to be crunes un-
der Chilean law.

Pinochet has denied since the day
Letelier was assassinated that he had
any personal or’prior knowledge of
the affair. He has continued to main-
tain that his government had nothing
to do with it.

The Chilean president pointed out

again yesterday that the charges
brought against the three former offi-
cers—Gen. Manuel Contreras Se-
pulveda, former head of the National

Directorate of Intelligence (DINA),
Pedro Spinoza Bravo, former director
de operationes at DINA( and Armando
Fernandez Larios, a DINA agent who

allegedly helped carry out the murder’

—do not constitute proof of their

guxlt under the T.S. system of justice.

" Since it became publicly known sev-
eral months ago that Contreras was
under investigation, there has been
widespread speculation here about
whether or not Pinochet would have
known about the assassination if it
was in fact carried out at the instruc-
tion of Contreras—a personal friend
of Pinochet’s who reported directly to

the president during his years as head
of DINA.

It is generally believed here that
only Pinochet and Contreras know for
sure what the Chilean president knew
before and after the assassination oc-
curred near Sheridan Circle Wash-
ington. Contreras’ extradition and:
trial in the United States could prove
extremely dangerous for the current
Chilean government, according to.
many observers in Santiago. .

Supporters of Pinochet argue that
he would never have ordered the ex
pulsion to the United States of Mi-
chael Townley last April if he had
suspected that DINA was involved in
murdering - Letelier. Townley, an
American who worked for DINA, has
admitted his part in actually earrying
out the Letelier assassination and has
«provided ' much of the evidence
against Contreras, Espinoza and Fer-
nandez. )

The Chilean government announced
Tuesday night that it had placed the

‘Three Chileans under arrest after the

United States formally asked for
their detention pending the formal
request for extradition. -

The U.S.-Chilean treaty provides for
the arrest and detention of accused
persons. for a period of two months
when extradition is contemplated

Pinochet stressed the two-nonth in-
vitation yesterday in calling for proof
of the charges.

Although the Indictment of the

' three Chileans had been predicted for

some time, the action of the grand
jury in Washington on Tuesday has
met with intense interest here.
Groups gathered around newspaper
kiosks reading newspaper headlines
about the Letelier case.

Nonetheless, none of Chile’s offi-
cially banned political parties issued
statements or otherwise indics’gd re-
action to the indictments—"which
some politicians were saying until re-
cently could lead to the end of the
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Envoy to Chlle
Recalled Over
Letelier Probe--

By John M. Goshko . ,
and Timothy S. Robinson

Washington Post Staft Writers '~ '
-The United States, in a strong fes:
ture of disapproval, yesterday recdli¢d
its ambassador tg.Chile because of
that country's alleged failure tg <o
operate with the investigation. into
the 1978 murder .here of Chilesn db-‘
sident Qrlando Letelier,’

Letelier, an outspoken critic of Chi -

1¢’s military regime, and an Ameriegn
associate, Ronni K. Moftitt, were
killed on Sept. 21, 1976, when a holub'
destroyed their car in the hurt lf
Washington's Embassy Row.

In announcing the U.S. acuon, m
Department spokesman John Trattngr
said: “Ambassador George W. Landau

is ‘being recalled from Santiago for -

consultations with the State and Jus
tice departments. The Chilean authdr
ities have not been forthcoming .on_
important requests for information m_
the Letelier-Moffitt murder case nrn
ing by the Justice Department for
some time.”

The United States has said the mur
ders were planned in Chile by the for
mer Chilean secret police agemcy,
DINA, and carried out here by DINA
agents in collaboration with lntl—cu-”
tro Cuban exiles. ]

Under U.8. pressure Chils expelled-

an American citizen, Michasl V.-

Townley, who is now in custody here
Mﬂohumtudmmm
agent who -placed the boub W
Letelier's car.

ﬁnpn-

Townley also rwortedly
cated in the plot three Chﬂm arowy ¢
officers who were assigned t6 DINA: -
Gen. Manusl Contreras Sepulveds, re-

tired former chief of DINA and & -

close friend of Chilean President Au- -
gusto Pinochet; Lt. Col. Pedro Eepi

nose, former DINA operations dhiet;. -

and Capt. Armando Fernandez Lardod;:

who reportedly worked with Townley . ‘,
in brinsmn the bomb device te- Wasbh: . - .

lttner refused to discuss lho nl-A

ture of the U.S. requests that the ..

Chileans allegedly bave not honored.:
However, reliable sources said the
most important was a request that a=-
key witness—apparently a DINA 04 -
ervisor of Townley—either comp Jo:
the United States to testify hefore
a federal grand jury or allow himself
to be questioned by U.8. otﬂchh fu -
a third country.

In addition, the sources said- the'
United States feels Chile has not co-
operated in efforts to obtain informe
tion from the government of Para--
guay about an attempt that was made
there to obtain U.S, visas for Townley
and Larios under false names. i

Other sources sela=ti@ decision to

See CHILE, Al1, Col 1
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i}.S. Recalls Ambassador to Santiago,
Cites Chile’s Failure to Aid in Probe

CHILE, From A1l

recall Landau — a step that stops just
short of breaking diplomatic relations
— was made jointly by Deputy Secre-
tary of State Warren M. Christopher

and Eugene M. Propper, the assistant
U. 8. attorney heading the murder
probe for the Justice Department.

However, the sources revealed, Jus-
tice Department officials were sur-
prised and angered by the way in
which the State Department, in an-
nouncing the recall, seemed to link it
to controversies about human rights
in Chile.

The Pinochet government, which
took power in a bloedy 1973 coup that
included the killing of Marxist Presi-
dent Salvador Allende, has been ac-
cused of murdering, torturing and im-
prisoning its opponents. Letelier had
served in the Allende government as
defense minister and as ambassador
to Washington.

When Trattner announced that Lan-
dau-was returning to Washington, he
added: “Ambassador Landau’s visit
will also give us a chance to review
the human rights situation in Chile.”

Under questioning by reporters,
Tratiner also said that a shipment of
practice bomb parts for the Chilean
air’ fgree, which has been held up in
ia Decause West Coast long-
refuse to lead them aboard
a ship. “¥ill not be loaded while this
assessment of the human rights situa-
tion is going on.”

' GEORGE W. LANDAU
... o consult with State, Justice

Justice sources protested privately
that State had acted improperly in
leaving the impression that the hu-

man rights and murder investigation
questions were tied together.

By so doing, these sources said, the
State Department had undermined
Justice’s contention that it is inter-
ested only in bringing the murderers
to trial and not in Chile's internal pol-
ities. There recently have been esca-
lating chages within Chile that Wash-

ington is using the murder probe as a’

pretext to topple the Pinochet govern-
ment.

Reliable sources said the decision to
include the language about reviewing
the Chilean human rights situation in
State’s public announcement was
made by Christopher, who oversees
human rights policy within the State
Department.

However, the sources were unable
to explain why Christopher, who is a
former deputy attorney general, felt
the two issues should be linked or
whether he had checked this move
with Justice.

Chilean Foreign Minister Hernan
Cubillos, who is in Washington attend-
ing the annual meeting of the Organi-
zation of American States, responded
to the announcement of Landau’'s re-
call by charging that the United
States was not cooperating with
Chile’s own internal investigationof
the Letelier affair.

Another Chilean government
source, who declined to be identified,
said the Pinochet government had
been informed of the decision to re-
call Landau last week. Yesterday’s an-
nouncement, the source charged, had

EUGENE M. PROPPER
... heads Justice Department’s probe

been timed to embarrass Chile in the
midst of the OAS meeting.

In addition to Townley, five other
persons, all Cuban exiles, have been
charged so far in connection with the
Letelier assassination plot. Three are
in custody in the United States, and
two others are fugitives.

All of the Cuban exiles are saig.to
be members of the Cuban Natjpfialist
Movement, based in northefn New
Jersey. .
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Chzlean Calls U.S. Move “Out of All Proportion

.. BylLewisH. Diuguid
v~z Weshington Post Staff Writer

‘Chitean Foreign Minister Hernan

Cylifllos charged yesterday that the -

U.S. Justice Department is applying
ptable pressure on his country
¢ 1% failing to live up to an agree-
ment for full cooperation in the inves-
tightipn of the assassination of former
Chil ambassador Orlando Letelier.

B&.hﬂﬁuolﬂm eas:, he said,

the gquestion of whether the .

sim “is seeing justice

4mhlhlhtdowr a military re- .

-don't like.”
m here for the General As-

mbly of the Organization of Amer-

ican’ States, called yesterday’s recall
“outof all proportion. I find it strange
thei they have taken a diplomatic re-

lctlontowhathrnuyacriminnl
case,”

However, he ndded “I think !twﬂl .

help, beczuse mlybe he can explain to
people here the Chilean position—as [
would have done if T had the chance.”

Cubillos, who two months ago be-
came the first civilian foreign minis-

ter since the military coup of 1978, in- .

dicated that U.S. tactics could compli-
cate extradition of any Chileans
charged in the 1976 murder of Lete-
lier.

Insut.‘mg that Chile maintaing “a
will to collaborate in the investiga-
tion,” he said the proof of this “is the
fact that we handed over” Michael

" Townley, the American expatriate
who worked for Chile’s seeret police -

and is accused here of plaqug 4 ma-

jor role in Letelier’'s death.

Chile strained its own judicial proc-
ess to' accommodate U.S. demands at
that time, he said. “We told the
United States we wanted reciprocity
[of cooperation] in the case. That has
not been forthcoming, We are being
pressured on several aspects of the
case without any respect for our jegal
proceedings.”

He pointed out that Chile initlated
its own investigation on the basis of
official passports with false names is-
sued to Townley and a Chilean army
officer for a trip to the United States
prior to Letelier's death.

Cubillos also stated that, contriry
to published accounts, an amnesty de-
creed by the Chilean junta in April

does not apply to persons who might
eventually be charged in the Letelier
case.

“We felt that somebody could be in-
volved and we didn’t want to cover it
up,” he said.

“The Department of Jus¥ does
not trust us or our legal systém,” he
added.

" Cubillos is a former executive of a
Santiago conglomerate and was in-
strumental in- operation of its El Mer-
curio newspaper when it was a princi-
pal opposition voice to the late presi-
dent Salvador Allende.

At that time, according to a U.S..

Senate committee investigation, the
Central Intelligence Agency funneled
$1.7 million to the newspaper.
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