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U.S. will retry Letelier assassination case 5%
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The government’s key witness,
Michael Vernon Towirley, an
American-born agent for the Chilean
secret police force once known as
DINA and the man who admitted
planting the .bomb underneath
Letelier’s car, would be required to
testify again for the government un-
der the terms of a plea-bargaining
agreement he reached with the
prosecutors: The status of other
witnesses in the case could not im-
mediately be determined.

Justice Department sources
described the decision not to appeal
as a close call that was debated at
length and only reached after detailed
reviews at various levels in the
department. These sources said that
conflicting recommendations had
been made at the highest levels of the
department. , .

Ultimately, Solicitor General
Wwade H. McCree and others in his of-
fice conclitied that it would not ap-
peal the Letelier decision because the

facts and the legal issues involved
were similar to a 1980 Supreme Court
Case that had resulted in the Letejier
reversals, these sources said. -

The department’s decision also
took into consideration the fact that
the ‘full appeals court had refused to
reconsider the jnitial decision by
three judges reversing the convic-
tions, the sources said.

"Such decisions by the Solicitor
General’s office can be taken to the
Attorney. General’s office for further
review. However, department
sources- said that it is extremely rare
for an attorney general to overrule a
decision by the solicitor. These
Sources said that two such petitions
were brought” to the attorney
general’s office in the last four years
and in both cases the solicitor's deci-
sion_was upheld. _

Last September’s appeliate court
decision reversing the convictions and

ordering new trials was based on a .

Supreme Court ruling in June that

‘prohibited the use of evidence

solicited from defendants by- fellow

jail inmates who are acting as govern-
ment informants. In a_6-3 decision
Wwith an opinion written by Chief
Justice Warren E. Burger, the court
said that such activity would violate
the defendant’s Sixth Amendment
rights to have a lawyer present when
questioned by a government agent.
In addition to ordering new trials
for Guillermo Sampol and Diaz, both
of whom were convicted of murder,

the federal appeals court also ordered

a new trial for Ignacio Sampol, who
faced less serious charges of perjury
and concealing information about the
crime from federal prosecutors,

The- appeals court said U.S.
District Judge Barrington Parker’s
refusal to give Ignacio Sampo] a
Separate trial prejudiced his defense
case.

In that same decision, the appeals
court ordered Parker to release
Ignacio Sampol on ‘bond, which
Parker later set at $25,000. The cther
.Iwo defendants also have requested to
‘'be released on bond, but Parker has
not ruled on the issye.

Much of the prosecution case
rested on testimony from Townley,
now serving a 40-month-to-10-year
prison term after being convicted of

murder in the case,” and other
evidence collected during a 22-month

investigation. Five Cubans, allegedly-

recruited by.Townley, and three-
Chileans were indicted in August 1978
in connection with the murders of
Letelier and an assistant, Ronni
Karpen Moffitt. The Chilean govern-
ment has refused to extradite the
three Chileans, all former DINA of-
ficials, to face charges in the U.S.
that they either ordered or helped
carry out the killing of Letelier, a
prominent official in the overthrown
government of Marxist Salvador
Allende and who in exile was a vocal
critic of current Chilean dictator
Augusto Pinochet. -

Both Letelier and Moffitt were
killed when a car Letelier was driving
exploded at midmorning on Embassy
Row in what has been considered the
most notorious act of international
terrorism éver committed here,





