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Right, left wing

Little Havana on the

By CAROLE FELDMAN

Dy daylight Bill Nuve worke &S a car salesman. But when
the doors to the Chevioiel dealership here in Urion City are
iceked, he becornes self-precleimed Cuban naticnslist
Colllerino Novo, trafiicking in miilitani anti-Castro ideology
and iactics.

Novo is one of many Cuban refugees here working toward a
non-communist Cuba. So many, in fact, that Union City has
become a hotbed of secret anti-Castro activity.

« The Cubans, who form 54 per cent of this community, are
largely responsible for uplifting the economy of Union City,
which calls itself “The Little Havana nn the Hudson."

“We don't have an empty stores in Union City.”
police chief Herman Bolte.

Shops along Bergenline Avenue display signs that read
“English spoken here”’ and advertise sales on black beans,
plantains and other ingredients basic to Cuban dishes.

“The Cuban people have enabled Unlon City to hold its own,
to tread water when all other cities are sinking,”" says school
board president John Powers.

But a decade and a half after Fidel Castro came to power in
Cuba, outspoken anti-communism beliefs continue to simmer
here, law enforcement officials say. And the simmering is
sometimes violent.

Novo is on probation for conspiring to blow up the Cuban
consulate in Canada in 19¢3. While he says he doesn't advo-
cate violating any law “‘right now”, he dcasn’t rule out vio-
l&nce: in tize futore.

“ioleave is possible,” he save. “‘Many “ubans sre in z
stzte of despe:ation and comulete frustration. The Cubah pRu-
pie nave a legitimate right to fight,” he says, adding thit
Culran nationalists have “‘no desire te see any innocent people
get hurt.”

Novo has been questioned about last September’s borbing
murder of former Chilean ambassador Orlande Letelier and
about several other violent incidents in the New York-New
Jersey metropolitant area. He thinks he was questioned be-
cause of his participation in a Union City rally of Cubans and
Chileans against communism.

The rally was held to raise bail for three Hudson County
men later sentenced to jail for taking part in an attempt to
blow up a Manhattan theatre where a pro-Castro rally was
scheduled

“They just wanted to do a little damage to the entrance to
attract attention,” Novo explains.

The use of violence is one way that political activists at-
tract attention to their causes, law enforcement officials say.

Groups like Novo's, which have a following among young
people, ‘“‘make iioises to try to get the public's attention,” says
cne police official. ‘The noisier they get, the bigger thiey think
thay are.”

embers <f other exile groups and of the Cuban community

boasts

here in Union City say they have little respect for such groups.

Luis Fernandez, a member of the Abdala group, cringed’
wiizn Novo’s name and the Cuban Nationalist movement were
menticiied.

The Nationalists are “‘rightwing extremists and fascists,”
said Fernandez, while ““Abdala has a different ideology and
strategy. We are social Democrats. We are one and the same
with the people in Cuba.”

Fernandez said his group has embarked on a letter-writing
campaign to make as many contacts inside Cuba as possible
and let those still on the island know they have friends outside.

He said his group is seeking freedom for all political prison-
ers in Cuba, freedom of speech and assembly and freedom of
international travel.

This difference in ideologies between Novo and Fernandez
and their reluctance to work together is a major problem for

Clutter of signs, occupied stores, shoppers on
the sidewalk and cars competing for parking

spaces are all evidence of the retail
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Hudson a mixed city

s Cubap exiles, says one ruan famillar with the commuri: ¢ still ;. necessiiy to return.’” he said, adding thal (‘ubans still

hars tega themselves as foreigners here.

The rirident Cubai eilles heve ““are going to el the sback of The Unite. States has turned its back on the Cuban re!ugees,
their lives whea they return to Cuba. The paoyiv inside, those i:e courged, noting that the CIA previously had supplied the
who have hesn suffering, are not going fo tuke these pedple in. anty-Uastro forces with explosives, arms and intelligence.
They ave the ones why fled.’” he said. ' Dwzpiie the lack of help, Novo says ‘“‘the morality doesn’t

Although must anti-Castio groups oppuse roeompticn o char;= US. policy is one thing, our determinaiivn to
wjromatic relations tetween the United State* ang { uea, low libeiza'e our country is another."”
snforcement oftick!s rav this may bhe the best way for their Bt 2ven if Cuba were liberated irom Castro, it is unclear

grganizatiors to build stresgih and spread ther b iinw ;;:2ny Cubans living here would return to their homeland.
“iF the island ts oper maybe something cat e done 7 one any of the blue-collar Cuban workers seem to have es-
oiticial dald. .n::ti‘-'.,s cali te done from the oulside takli-;ad roots here, even though this community has a

Others say msny Lubans who Have becomme prospeogus in histcr ¢ of attracting an everchanging population of immi-
thwe Uinted States wonldn't want o returnio Ol even gt they.  gran: Toups.
could. As sue official close to the Cuban community put it, *'These
’Bvr Novo, who it e wative laad as # tesn 8T asap peopu: - were forced to give up everything they lived for once.
T have beer haguy, l.‘m pecn 2omirtabl Mew  wa they've been able to get a taste of American
praspity, they're not going to be that willing to start over
again
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resurgeace of Bergeniive zv. in Union City
thainks to the influx of Cubans.



