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MEMORANDUM

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Report of Soviet Strategic Missiles in Cuba

I have checked the charges made by Paul Bethel before the Senate In-

ternal Security Subcommittee today that there are Soviet strategic
missiles in Cuba.

Dick Helms has furnished me the following judgment passed by the
United States Intelligence Board on March 2, 1967:

'"'We do not believe that the Soviets will again try to turn
Cuba into a strategic base of their own, as in 1962. We
think it highly unlikely that the USSR will attempt to re-
introduce strategic missiles into Cuba. We recognize that
the Soviets have the technical capability clandestinely to
reintroduce the components of a strategic weapon system.,
But the build-up of strategic forces in the USSR in recent
years would make the installation of strategic weapons in
Cuba of less significance to the Soviet strategic posture
than in 1962. In any event, we believe that the risk of
another grave confrontation with the US would be unaccept-

able to the Soviets.'

You should know that Paul Bethel is a propagandist who for the past five

years has traded on his brief experience in our Embassy in Havana to

make a living out of the Cuban issue. What he told the Subcommittee

todav is the same tale which he has repeatedly published in his news- I =
leter znd tells everybody who is willing to listen to him. The sources Cfij 0%)
Cuban refugees '

for nis charges are

lBethel accepts the stories without

critical evaluation.

aving State do an assessment of other charges made in his testi-
You will see from this how wild and irresponsible Bethel can be.
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