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BARON Once 
Posed as Indian 
Continued from Page One The s t a t e department 

stepped in then. however, 
Fred and Eva Tkach, and to say von Rothkirch nev· 
reared by them, he said. rr was issued a passport I RECORDS show von and so could not have 

· Rothkirch attended Lin· traveled abroad. 

I coin junior high and West In 1947 Minneapolis po· · 
high school in Minneapo· lice arre~ !<:!'l von Rothkirch 
lis, graduating in 1937, al· for disturbing the peace 
though he often said he aftf!r he brandished a 
was fighting with a Ger· wooden chair leg in an at· 
m a n division in t h e tempt to break up a "Red· 
Spanish civil war at that infiltrated" picket line at 
time. .f\!orthwcstern Bell Tele· 

Von Rothkirch's stories phone Co. He pleaded guil· 
of his college years varied. tv. 
He once said he attended ·A YEAR later he bought 
University of Heidelbers:. a 2,900·acre "ranch" at 
Germany. for two years, Hillman, Minn .. about 100 
and Rockhurst college, miles north of the Twin 
Kansas City. Mo .. for four. Cities. saying he \vas a 
von Rothkirch said he spent psychiatrist and planned to 
half a year there as an atr start a hospital or rest 
force trai nee in 1943 and h orne. . 
earned no .credits. Befo re long. however. he 

OTHER T I M E S \'On announced he would start 
Rothkirch said Adolph Hll· a colle~e for displaced per· 
ler presented him with a sons instead. 

1 Ph . D. degree in psycholo· Plans for "Midwestern 
1 gy and military histo~y college" failed to develop. 
• from University of Berlin and von Rothkirch filed 

in 1940. libel and slander suits to· I 
In 1941 von Rothkirch taling $2,900,000 against 1 

tumed up a t Hennepin six individuals and the I 
county courthouse selling Minneapolis Star and Trib· 
shares in himself for $1 une, charging damage to 
apiece. Each was good for his reputation. The suits 
1 750th of his "person and were di smissed by a judge 
earnings,'' he said. for lack of evidence. 

Von Rothktrch admitted He got back in the news 
he was pro·Ge rman before jn 1951 when he was ar· 
World Wa r II clatmed to rested for passing bad 
hold a commission in the chC'cks in Eau Claire. Wis. 
German army. but after Officers found a st ick of 
Pearl Harbor he joined the dynamite, fuse caps and 
fourth army western de· 100 war maps of fore ign 
fcnse command. He satd <·ountries in his car. 
he was a captain : the army He was sentenced to up 
said be was a sergeant. to a year in a Wisconsin 

In 1942 he switched to prison, but caused so many 
the ai r force as a student disturbances he later was 
officer, he said, and was sent to the state hospital 
assigned to a coast guard for the criminally insane at 
boat as chief boatswain's Waupun, Wis. 
mate. The air force denied He was released in 1952 
he was tn their ranks. He and turned up that fall in 
called them a bunch of Phoenix, Ariz .. posing as 
"sad little jerks." said he an Osage Indian official at 
had a citatio n for herotsm an Indian affairs confer· 
and a $13.80 a month dt'\· ence. 
ability penston . The ,·etrr· In 1953 he went to Mi· 
ans administration con· ami, where he remained un· 
ft rmed the latter. til he was sent to the fed· 

IN 1944 von Rothkirch era! prison. 
married b Ion d Margaret 

1
.- _ _.:. _ ______ _ 

Wilson of St. Paul. They 
had two children and were 
expecting a tHird when v~n 
Rothkirch deserted her tn 
1949, she charged in a di· 
vorce s u i t. Authorities 
couldn't fi nd von Roth· 
kirch to serve the papers 
until he brushed with the 
Ia w in Wisconsin in 195 L 
The divorce was granted in 
1952. 

After World War II. von 
1 Rothkirch organized t h e 

Central European Rehabili· 
tation and Research asso· 
ciations. headquarters 411 
Times Annex. He regis· 
tered as a S l ·a·year lobby· 
ist for them in 1946. 

He claimed he made sev· 
eral trips to central Europe 
to set up an underground 
railroad by which refugees 
might flee from behind the 
Iron Curtain. 


