LOVE OF MOREY
KILLED HIS LOVE

Why Wealthy Ricardo Casanova Deserted
. His Beantiful Wife.

SHE WAS A SUICIDE'S WIDOW.

One of Cuba's Revolutions Destroyed Her
Initial Dream of Love and Happi-
ness—Her First Husband Was Viee
Consul Phillips.

—_——

The exclutive story in the HERALD yesterday of
the suit begun against ome of the heirs of the
millionaire Casanova has s sequol to it.

It is some months sinco Jznocencio Casanova,
the wealtby Cuban, died, Jeaving many millions to
be divided among Lis Zew surviving relativos, One
of them fs his son Ricardo Casanova y Rodriguez,
who has a wife whom he discarded a month or two
after he mzrricd her in this city,

AMrs. Casanova is now suing him for limited di-
vorce, and at the same time ono of her friends,
with whom she boarded alter her desertion, is also
#uing the recreant husband for & board hill of over
£1,000, with interest for ten or twelve years.

Sefiora Casanova has a sad, a very sad history,
Fate bas been unkind to her, and she has suffered
26 few women have been made to suffer. Ope inci-
dent of her life was a tragic one—the suicide of
ber first husband, for she was a widow when she
met Casanoya. One of her friends told me the
particulars yesterday.

TOSA'S BEAUTY AXD HIGH BIRTH.
Scfors Casanova,’” said the gentleman, * was
born at Holjyin, on the cast of the 1siand of Cuba.
+ Bhe came of one of the best Spanish familics on
the island, and was highly educated. I remember
her about 1867 as a tall, beautifully mwade girl. She
bad raven hair of remarkable abundance, and eyes
that would melt a stone. Ier skin was as white
and lustrous as alabaster. She is little chamged,
notwithstanding all she has gone through.,

*At Santiago de Cubs Rosa was the bells of the
city. There ske met Dr. Augustus E. Phillips.
Dr. Phillips was Vice Consul at Santiago de Cuba,
was a dentist and had made much money and had
acquired some property. 1o was a pative of Frovi-
dence, R. L. They fell in love with each other, and
the Amcrican lost no time in marrying the beauti-

s2ul Cuban.

*jn 1868 began tha trcubls with the revolution-
‘sts. In the confuston Which resulted Americans
Yers attacked and some were assassinated. Phil-
Sps bravely erdeavored to protect his countrymen,
)nd the Consulate was threatened. He ran up the
Itars and Stripes and barricaded the house. Fin.
ally, bowever, be was forced to quit the island.

His young Spanish wile was by ber husband’s side
all ths time. 1t was under the protection of the
British Consul that they were escorted to the

mer.
“When the trouble ended Dr. Phillips was not re-
instated by the Grant administration. He lh’ngg‘ed
Bard to makas a living at his profession here. He
brought suit against the Spanish government for
the confiscation and destrudtion of his property
shortly after bis expulsion in 1870, but the cna has
Dot been settled.

THE SUICIDE.
“Patients were few and funds were low. In 1873
he and his wife ocoupied & room fu the fourth foor
of the Crittenden Hotel, No. 1,144 Brosdway. In
October the doctor became entirely dupondenn.
although his brave wifestrave to cheer him up. O
him studying annomy. Teo
sho discovered the reason why.
she wonl down to her own breakfast, lml Aub-a-
qnumy ‘brought him up a cup of ¢o! offes.
en Rosa opened the door to ber horror ana
b ousiernatich sh 4aw Bt husbard, 1710 oin the
imidale of the room, dead, with his hrut cqt. It
geemed that hehiad stood fn 8 bu:hz' front of th |
‘bm-em ml:rar -mt..nu. s Iau crofahls
fuliroas, d( Jugular veln, ﬂ then got
down, -uyera to the middle of the room and fell

“Poor Mrs. Phillips yould bave been destitute
{wers 1t Dot that her friends sent her money. About
11876 or 1877 she met Ricardo Casanova,  son of
Junocenoto Casanova. In 1869 Innocencio was ar-
.yested in Cuba on suspicion of being implicatsd
In the flibustering expedition of the Com-
smandario, He proved his innocence and wa
relezsed. He owned some of the richest sugar
plantations on the jsland. He becams aresident of
the United Elnss lud aiguired large ana valuabls
’}r'npeny here. the hause No. 144 West

uty-third streeL which {s now occupied by Mr.
Cirilo \muerde ‘who mparried s sister of Ricardo.

o do and Ross were marrled on Jume 27,
1877, Rielrdo told his wife that his father was
excaedlnxly wealthy and that he expected him to

arry into a rich family. If he knew he had
2 oor woman, altbough she came of
entla birth, he would never get a cent from him,

Under thesecircumstances the beautiful Cuban went
to board at No. 112 Madison avenue, under the
name of Mrs. Phillips. The lady who kept the
Louse was a trone gentlawomnn. She was the
widow of James Taylor, of Wall street, a Inwrer
‘who was graduated wlth Wﬂlilm A, Evarts under
Chancellor Walworth. Not a cent did Mrs. Taylor
Tecaivo from Mrs. Phillips, and she was too kind,

0 generous to a3k for payment, for she soon
Xound out that her new lodger was in straitensd
circumstances.

A FRIEXD IN MEED,

*It s untrue that Mrs. Taylor has assigned her
claim for the board bill to any ove, bdhe Xnew
pothing about )\(r. l anova. Ricardo visited the
bouse daily, but managed to slude Mrs, Tay-
Jor. Mrs. thpl hzdlboy with her then about
mine or ten years old. He had been sent from Cuba
for educational purposes and Mrs. Phillips was

taling care of him. Unfortunately she never re-

ceived a dollar for her trouble, and as the boy's
father falled in business Le was sent home. She
called bim Publita.

~Afier two or three months Casanova's visits
ceased. l'rom the very beginning he had never
given his wife a dollar. She was acquainted with
Cyrus A Stevalls. whe. 1 unaerstand bas been &
friend of Dr. Y| Stevena then lived at
No. 9¢ L.nyatu phce. Brooklyn. e now resides
at No. 144 West 103d strest, this city. He holds the
position of appralser in’ the Custom House. In
July, 1878, JMr. Stevens came over to New York and
offered Mrs. Casanova a home with his family. She
accepted the offer, It was only a few weeks ago
that Mre. Taylor learned that her fair lodger was
narried to the Cuban,
¥ ‘Ricardo’s brother-in-law, sister and brother
Jolé koew of the marriage, but they kept it secret.

n Cuba not oneof hisfriends or relatives knew
lhll he bhad a wife n the United States. Thero i
not the elichest doubt about the marrisge, for the
yeeord can be seen in the Church of the Holy
Martyr, in Second avenue,

It may appear strange to you that Casanovs
never lived with hia wife, but the true explanation
is that avarice conquered love. He loved moneoy
more than he loved his wife. The cflect of her
‘beauty npon him was evanescent. {do uot beliave
that there is another woman in the case. [ did
hear thqt ke was euamored of some bheiress in
Cuba, but had he married her or anybody else
there Ithink { would have heard ot it

CABANOYA'S MEANN]

“His father sold fn 1871 tho IJRBE estate ‘La
Armoria’ for §500,000 to make a profitable invest.
ment, He wanted Ricardo to wed mouney and that
was Ricardo’s owsn desire. Rosa was a handsome,
accomplished and true Iady, but she was poor, and
the fact was he was afraid to Jet the old man know
be bad married the widow of a suicide. DBut ha
was & merchant humstlf and had Flenty of money
3t one ime. Whathe did with it I do not know,
Not a dollar went to his wife. Among those who
were kind to her was Miss Thompson, the artist.

**When Mrs. Casanovs went to Cuba in 1855 after
ber recreant husband he would hold no communi-
cation with her directly. He promised her $4,000
it she would get a divorce from him, but she {n.
dignantly spurned the offer. He has now entered
1nto posscssion of millions As his share of his
father's wealth, and he ought to be compelled

fo support his wife. She is suing him for a
lunlted divorce. Mis reiatives in this city have
never done anything for the wife. In 1836 Ricardo
was in this ity and bis wilfe threatened to arrest
him for abandonment. Ilis relatives interposed
and ho cffected his escapo and has noc been heard
of since 8o far as 1 have heard. Iis property here,
bowever, is attached in the present suit.”

alrs, Casanova is hving up town on (ho west side
with a friend.




