DEATH OF THADDEUS BTEVENS,

One of the most remarkable men of these
times, Mr. Thaddeus Stevens, died last night
at Washinglon, in the seventy-sixth yoar of
his age.

Mr. $tevons was a Vermonter by birth, a
graduate of Dartmouth College, and in early
Uife a teacher in Penusylvania, Ho was ad-
mitted to the bar in 1816, aad was for many
¥ean a prominent member of the Ponnsylva-
®@ia bar. Ho was known thore, as Iater in
Congress, for a sharp tongue and a very effee-
give style of eloquence,

He scrved in the legirlature from 1833 to
10 18°7.and again in 1811; was a member of
the PeBnsylvania Constitutional Convention
in 1836, Canal Commlssioner 1n 1838, and In
1848 was first olected to Congress. He served
1n the Thirty-Srst, Thirty-second, Thirtysixth,
Thirty-seventh, Thirty-2ighth, Thirty-ninth
sad Fortleth Congresses.

In Congrees he was from the first a vigor-
ous, untifng and most skilfal opponent of
$he slaveholders and their policy ; snd his ps
culiar talents showed to great advantsge in
the contest he carried on with them. He
possessed a biting wit, sn acrid homoe, which
snade him the terror of his opponents. Ho
Wad a thorough knowledge of the rulds of the

House of B Ives, snd was p
the most skilful “ fllibuster ” everin the House.
His obetinacy and pertinacity enabled him
often to worry his opponeats Into consent or
silence.

In the House Mr. Stevens was only ocea-
sionally an eloquent speaker. As & rule his
remarks were notable only for precision and

1 of . He wag, 1 , an
untiring worker in committecs, and thus often
carried the day over idler men, who suffsred
him to frame bifls becanse he liked the work,
which they did not like, :

In the management of his favorile meas-
ures, in the House, ke displayed remarkable
tact and adroitness, He knew how to ask twico
as much as he oxpected to get, and to accept
halfof what he had asked with an injured look,
He was never cast down by defeat ; but when

beaten, began again, with imperturbable good
nature. He Lore no gradges against those
who opposed him in discussion; bat, op the
other hand, he was unscrupnlous in the pur.
suit of his object, and when, as in tho great
reconstruction debates of the spring of 1867,
he feund the best men in his own party op-
posed to him, he did not hesitate to use the
democrats, who were simplo enough to let him
use them, Then wss seen the curious spec.
tacle of Thaddeus Stevens walking over to
the democratic side of the House, and thank-
ing Mr. Eldridge and others of the extreme
democrats for theirsupport.

As a lawyer Mr. Stevens was distinguished
for extraordinary ekill in the cross-examina-
tion of w and for singalar cl in
his statoments to a jury, which, contrary to a
common habit, were always brief. As a legis-
lator he became powerfal by his pertinacity,
his fearl ) of opposition,
and a courage which was never cast down by
defeat. Also, he wasa most skilful political
manager; ho knew how to uso men; and was
always ready to elevate to a place of power
and influcnce a man whom he coanld use.

Asa he was singularly i
and narrow-minded. The skiil in mansgment
and the tact which he knew how to use in the
preparation and passage of his favorite mea.
sures, he never thought to use in the framing
of a policy. He had 8o long fonght the slave-
holders, that he never would do anything else.
What was love of liberty in some other men,
was in him rather hatred of oppressors; a
generous sentiment, but not a wise or safe one
for a statesman.

Of the questions of political economy whick
nocessarily during and since the war became
an imp rt of hip, he ap-
pears to have known absolutely nothing. He
imagined that the price of gold could be kept
down by a statate forbidding men to buy or
eell it. He did not scruple lately to sssert
that the national bonded debt ought to be
paid off In greenbacks, which are oaly-other
evidences of debt. He attempted at one time
to abolish by law gold as a standard of value.

In fact he thought laws could accomplish
anything ; and he imagined liberty to con-
sist simply la tho sbolitlon of chattel slavery.
Of any other kind of slavery he knew no-
thing; he never ceased his efforta to enslave
trade; ho would have made us the slaves of
s most viclous and ruinous currency, if he
had been able.

It must be said for him that he was not
much more ignorant than the majority of
American politicians of both parties. Like
the others, he grew up and was trained intho
Qreat contest for and against slavery, and,
like the others, he knew that qaestion and
none others. But his ignorance was more
conspicuous, because he was more energetic,
more eaterprising than others; because his
faith in himself was unhesitating ; and in his
mind a faith without works was useless and
despica ble.

There is no doubt of his sincerity. He be-
lieved firmly that greenbacks could be kept
from by & law forbidding the sale
of gold; that by law paper could be made
tho standard of value to the exclusion of gold :
that it was necessary to the prosperity of the
country to destroy our commerce. A Pena.
sylvania iron master once sald to us: “Mr,
Blevens, on the tariff, does not reprosent
us; he represents only himself. | make
as much iron In a week as ho can
makein a year; and hias works are so badly
situated that he can never make fron for a
considerable time at a profit.”” Doubtless Mr.
Stevens imagined that every iron master
ought to bo as badly off as he.

Ho was a remarkablo man: and for a time
during ths anti-slavery straggle, a useful
man, Bat for the 1ast six years he has been
out of his place in Congress ; that ho shonld
have been made chairman of the Committee
of Ways and Means only showed how little
knowledge there was in Congress of
the question of taxatlon, and how
readily unhesitating seifassertion could
carry the day. [Latterly, bhis influ-
ence over the House began todecay. Hisfre
quent defeats told upon it. Durnng the Con-
gress previous to this one, he was denounced
and opposed by Republican members, who yet
often quailed before the tyranny he exercised
over them—for by that name it was called.
In the prescnt Congress he was not a power:
but was sutfered to hold still the appearancy
of power.

Mr. Stevens was slight in frame, with a
peculiar and not agrceable complexion, a
large mouth, deep-set but clearaad coursgeous
eyes, and a good, but occaslonally harsh volco.
He did not look tho orator ; and it is doubtful
if any stranger would have picked him oul
on the floor of the House as one of the most
remarkable and infiuential men in it.




