FIRST TRIP OF THE OVERLAND MAIL ACROSS
OUR CONTINENT.

The firat overland mail from the East arrived at
San Diego, 1n California, 2t noon of the 3lst of
Avgust.  The San Diego Herald gives a full ac-
count of the trip, from which we extract the fol-
lowing
. We take great pleasure in anvouncisg to our readers
in the upper country that the overiand mals which left
San Antonio, Texas, on the S1h and 24th of July, under
the contract entered info between the Government and
James E. Burch, Esq., srrived on the Slst ultimo, at noon
precinely, in charge of Mr. James E. Mason—tbo parly
of the 21th having made the trip in the unprecedentedty
short time of thirty.four travelling days, the entire tnp
occupying thirty.cight days.

The event naturally ereated tho greatest entbusiasm
among our people.

Mr. Mas0x left San Antonio oo the morning of the M1h
of July, in company with four men. The time aforded
for preparation was exceeding short, eo that no relays of
mules could be sent ahead, and even the animals ridden
by the party bad to be picked up as they could be found
st au hour's notice. OUf course this caused & material
delay, which was unfortucately sull farther augmented
by the fickness of the conductor. At El Pasa, kowever,
thiey took an ambulsnce, and hed proceeded ss far as
Cicnega de Sauz, when they wers overtaken by the party
‘which left Ssn Antovjo with the mail of the 24ib, in the
charge of Capt. JAEs SuiLLuaY, who had come in an
‘ambulsuce the entire distance from San Antonio withour
enrountering nuy difficully on the road. The two parties
then proceeded together as far as the 'imo villages, where
Mr. Mason took both mails, and with one companion
pushed on with pack mules, making the trip to Sen Diego
wn the unequalicd fime of nine days, acrovs the worst
pire of the cutire route, including the great Colorado
desert

The euperiorily of the extreme Southern over any
other route across the conlinent is now defimitely suil
completely settled.  All question is at an end. o
tire distance hiss been made at the firet start off, wath
poor snimale, without relays, aud under every dissdran-
tage. in thirty-four days, sud the men who accomplithed
thie unprecedented feat express the greatest confidence
that the entire I1ip can be made fn tweniy-fire da
What other rosd is there acroes the continent ef which
1he same can be said*  Orer what other road can & mail
Ye carried in Jdouble the time® We believe it will be
difiicult ta find one.

The arrival of these trains is & full vindication of 1he
charncter, motives, and judgment of the Calinet whicli
sclected the route and the Poetmaster General who
awarded the contract It was selected beeauce it was
{he best, andth e
in the face of xn unequalled storm of invective and re-
proach fromthe Northern papers  The result has proved
completely on which side was the right.

Mr Mason informs us that they found an sbundince
of waler along the entire route Oa the eighty mile
desert, between Tue<ou and the Gila, water was found
in three or four places in sufkcient quantities to supply
hundreds of auumsls.

Mr Mason's party eaw no Infane after they left El
Paso, and but few before that  Capt Skillmas, however,
informed him that eubsequent to his departure a party of
Lipans and Mescalores aitacked & party of aix men whe
were proceeding to Fort Clark with twenty-faur mules

2, Letween the trg eroasings of the San Pedra
or Denil s river, 1n Tesas, and Lilled one man. wounded
anotber, aud possessed themselves of the entire band of
amimals, ono of which, however, was subeequently re-
covered  1lad these mules weached Fort Clark nafely,
=0 that they aould bave been used for relays, Captain
Skillman saye be could have made the trip to El I'aso in
ten days, which would have brought the mail to Man
Thegoin thirty dags exactly

¢ was also stated that the same frites (Lipans an!
escalores) had sitacked s party of eighteen United
States troops (wfantry) who were stationed at levil's
niver, and bad succeeded 1n driving them off from the
Past. Nolives are reported lost. .

These trihes number but few warriors, but sre ex-
ceedingly brave, and have heen excited to a pitch of
phrency by the action of a party of whites, who, when the
chief, Marcus Graoza, visited Ilall's ranch, withitwo of
his warriors, hung the entire party. Todisos imme-
dintely declared war to the kuife, and have paiated all
tkeir arrows Llack—a sign that they will accept no re-
conciliation  The Camanches appest to be quiet.

¢ immigration across the southern route at present
i« repotted Ly the ml-riders to Le quite large, upwards
of one hundred wagons having been passed. with con-
widerable quantities of etock. s the mul riders, bow-
ever. travelled mostly in the might, they had not muck
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The immigrants mostly intend settling in the northern
rectiond of our State  The feel acros the route was
generally very good, and, as plenty of rain hal fullen,
1t was expecied that the crops in the Gadwlen purchase
would turn cut well

The prople along the line manifested the greatest =it
1sfaction at the establishment of this mail route, a3 Lere
tofere the ouly means of receiving or conveying infor-
wation bas heen by the uncertain and circuitous route
through Sonora, of hy means of same Jaasing immigrant

The mail party which left S1a Diego on the Gth nltamo,
and which 1t will be remembered was detaine] by very
wuch the sxme acerdent which delayed the firat tran
from San Antonio, was met on the Gila close to the Pima
villages, pesbing rapidly ahead, and with every pros

sking echedule time  The out traw of the
itk was met near lndian well, on the Colorado desert.
16 gond spirite, making gool time

The Wagon load Commucion, with Mr Leach at ils
head, were expectel daily at San Antonio when the msil
of the 2ith left  Mr Leack hal one hunlred anl forty
men engagel, with eighty wagons, and woull increase
his complement of men 10 four bunlred in Texas and
the ternitory aljoiniog

Faeut Beark passed through bort Filluore thirteen
days Lefore the arrival of the mail to comiaence opera-
uune on the roal from Albuquerque weat, for the am-
prosewment of which fifty thousanl dollars was appre
priated by the lact Congress lle hwl fwenty.
cumely with bim, whick were enjoging evcelleut health
The party were all in good sparits, and would push
rapedly forward fo the scene of their ltbors

4apt TPure was at Indwnola when the mail left with
Lue upparatus for boring artesian wells on the desert
1t wa3 not stated on what road he would commence ope-
Tations, but it was believed he would follow
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