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An expedition was to leave from Key West for Santa Clara, Cuba.
Antonio Maceo and Flor Crombet were to leave with another group
from Costa Rica for the eastern part of the island. Throughout Cuba
cohorts were to be posted to rise up at the signal for the revolution to
start.*®

By the middle of July Marti was in New Orleans on his way to
Mexico to obtain funds for the revolutionary treasure chest.™® It is
claimed that while in Mexico he also visited President Porfirio Diaz
to enlist his support in the Cuban invasion.**” There is no documen-
tary evidence that this interview was ever held, but one Mexican
writer insists that he has talked with persons who claim that the inter-
view was held.*8

Failure of the Fernandina Filibuster

By Christmas Day, 1894, Marti had completed all details for the
expedition to Cuba. Three ships had been rented, provisioned with
arms, and were waiting to set sail from Fernandina, Florida. One
ship was to pick up General Antonio Maceo and General Flor Crom-
bet in Costa Rica and take them and their volunteers to Cuba.
Another was to carry Marti and his men to the Dominican Republic,
then invade Cuba from the south, with Maceo’s group invading from
the north. The third ship was to go to Key West, pick up volunteers
there, and take them to Santa Clara.**®

Unfortunately for the conspirators, one of their trusted mem-
bers, Colonel Fernando Lépez de Queralta, revealed the plan, and
the United States government closed in on them on January 12, 1895,
and confiscated the ships and arms.'*® Marti was most distraught at
this unexpected disaster, but his friends rallied to his support. In par-
ticular, the mother-in-law of his best friend, Gonzalo de Quesada y
Aréstegui, offered to furnish bail for those arrested in connection with
the debacle. Horatio S. Rubens, the young lawyer engaged as counsel
for the revolutionists, was able to save part of the supplies of the ex-
pedition.*®* In some ways the confiscation was a blessing, because the
publicity convinced the cigar makers of the Cuban emigrant colonies
in Florida that Marti was in earnest and had invested their contribu-
tions in arms.*** He became “positively an idol” to them.***
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The Manifesto of Montecristi

Slowly Mart{ began to gather together the pieces and to make new
plans for the invasion. On January 29, 1895, Marti signed an order
for a general uprising in Cuba directing Juan Gualberto Gémez, rep-
resentative of the Cuban Revolutionary party in Havana, to take
charge of the arrangements in Guba.?®

Marti left New York on January 31 for Montecristi to meet with
General M4ximo Gémez to consolidate their plans to launch another
invasion attempt.*** They met on February 7 and spent the rest of the
month awaiting news of an uprising in Cuba. On F ebruary 26 word
came that the revolution had begun.**®

Meanwhile in Costa Rica Antonio Maceo refused to undertake
his part of the expedition unless $5,000 was forthcoming, rather than
the $2,000 which was hisshare of the revolutionary funds. Flor Crom-
bet was anxious to begin the operation, but Maceo had again lost faith
in Marti. On February 26 the latter found it necessary to write him a
sharp letter pulling him into line.** Maceo responded, but never for-
gave Marti.1*®

One month later Mart{ was still in Montecristi, where, on March
25, he and General Méximo Gémez signed E! Manifiesto de Monte-
cristi. Mart did the actual drafting of the document.**® The Mani-
fiesto was the message of the Revolutionary party to the Cuban
people. In an exposition of the principles of the revolution it called for
a just war, which could not be against the individual Spaniard, but
against the colonial regime. It urged understanding and appreciation
of the Negro, not fear, and foresaw a vigorous and healthful war to
give Cuba a rebirth. It read:

The revolution will tomorrow fulfill the duty of explaining once more
to the country and to all nations the local Causes, on the basis of univer-
sal interest, with which the veterans of Yara and Guéimaro renew for the
advancement and service of humanity a war worthy of the respect of its
enemies and the help of its peoples, according to the rigid concept of the
rights of man, and its abhorrence of sterile vengeance and useless dev-
astation.1¢°

At this time Marti wrote his “political will” in a letter to Federico
Henriquez y Carvajal, a close friend and prominent public figure in
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Communist-style directorate to form the leadership of the Integrated
Revolutionary Organization, a committee to establish the single pro-
letarian party that Castro had promised to form. At least ten Com-
munists were in the group, including Blas Roca, Carlos Rafael
Rodriguez, who had replaced Fidel Castro on February 14 as head of
the all-powerful Agrarian Reform Institute, and Lézaro Pefia, head
of the Cuban Workers Federation.” Conspicuously absent was Juan
Marinello, head of the University of Havana, but no longer president
of the Popular Socialist party (Communist).

In three years, step by step, Fidel Castro and his fellow Marxists
converted the freedom-loving people of Cuba into a tightly-knit
socialist dictatorship. In typical fashion the end, social revolution,
justified the means, deception, betrayal, terror, and destruction of
human liberties. The use of Marti as a symbol is clearly evident; his
abuse, tragic.

Chagpter 10

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

212 LIFE OF JosE MaRTf was an odyssey, a wandering
in exile, a life fraught with perennial anguish in its dedication to free
Cuba from Spain. Poet, dramatist, political prisoner, pamphleteer,
novelist, journalist, teacher, diplomat, filibusterer, and revolutionist—
Marti was all of these and more. Yet he is probably best known for his
writings and revolutionary activities. His fevered brain assimilated
and converted into fluid Spanish prose some of the currents of social,
political, and economic thought of the nineteenth century. He was a
graphic reporter of great and little events in Europe, Latin America,
and the United States during the 1880’s and 1890’s. He often wrote
with such haste, however, that many of his observations remain in
topical settings, where their usefulness is obscured. At worst in his
writings he was obtuse, wordy, and flamboyant; at best he was sin-
cere, sensitive, and acute in capturing the essence of the personality
of a great man or reporting a human interest story. One can see
originality of expression in much of his work, especially his poetry,
but on the other hand much of his material, particularly on European
affairs, came to him from other sources.

The Specter of Failure

Although Marti is given credit for having started the Revolution
on its final journey to success, and therefore in the final analysis is
identified with that success, no one element seemed to dominate in the
personal history of Marti quite so much as failure. His relations |

245
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with his father were for the most part marked by misunderstanding.
He failed as a young conspirator by allowing himself to be discovered.
His teaching experience in Guatemala turned out unsuccessfully, as
did his marriage to Carmen Zayas-Baz4n. He ended in disaster as a
conspirator for a second time in Cuba, when he was once again de-
ported to Spain. The newspaper he started in Venezuela, as well as
his reporting ventures for a newspaper there, ended unhappily. He
began writing for numerous magazines and newspapers in New York,
but he never seemed to last for more than a year or two on most of
them. He had grandiose schemes for books, but he never carried them
out. He was deficient as a novelist and dramatist, although he suc-
ceeded as a translator.

The Fernandina expedition, which was to invade Cuba, was a
fiasco. When Marti finally did gather a group to go to Cuba, he and
Goémez were unable to secure the original number of men, although
the small party that set out did manage to reach the Cuban shore.
Martfi’s relations with General Antonio Maceo were never smooth,
and they were unable to reach an agreement on the establishment of
the government that Cuba was going to have. Marti’s final and de-
cisive defeat was as a soldier. As a newly-created major general he
knew less about fighting than the ordinary private. Apparently with-
out having fired a shot he was cut down by the enemy. Yet it seems

_that he was not wholly unprepared for the death that came to him at
Dos Rios. Some assert that he committed suicide, which could indi-
cate that he himself considered his life a failure, redeemable only by
an act of self-sacrifice. To paraphrase an old French proverb, “Noth-
ing succeeds like success,” one might say that with respect to Marti’s
last act, which assured him his long-sought martyrdom, “Nothing
succeeded like failure.”

Despite Marti’s record of inadequate performance in many en-
deavors, he still made decisive contributions to the Revolution. A
hero by correspondence, he kept the spirit of the Revolution going
by reminding its leaders of their duty, by encouraging the tobacco
workers of Florida to give just a little more to the party, and by
dedicating himself to the movement, writing, speaking, and traveling.
As the friendly persuader he did not fail. He was the force behind
the creation of the Cuban Revolutionary party. Therein lies one of
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his greatest successes, a substantial contribution to the independence
of Cuba.

Whether Marti’s failures were the result of a lack of personal
capacity at times, or of an inability to foresee or adapt himself to
circumstances, or of merely innocent association with misfortune, it
was precisely his everlasting faith in spite of adversity that led to his
greatness. Although discouraged at times, he continually displayed a
boundless optimism in believing that the revolutionary forces, poorly
organized, poorly equipped, and poorly trained though they were,
could overcome the Spaniards after so many abortive uprisings. With
this record of defeats, carrying on the fight must have taken great
courage. He never lost faith that the Revolution would be a success. |
This is the faith that moves nations. It brought independence to'
Cuba, although Marti did not live to see it fulfilled. Cubans may find
it unpatriotic to speak of Marti’s failures, but to point them out is only
to emphasize his successes, and to explain his apotheosis. Most saints
have undergone great tribulations in their lives.

Marti’s Moral and Social Philosophy

Marti was not a philosopher, although this point has been the sub-
ject of contention among Cuban writers. Marti, rather, was a writer
of homely moral phrases, many of them rephrasings from the Bible.
An eclectic, he seldom gave the source for his philosophizings. It is
difficult to coordinate his social and moral philosophy, but it is pos-
sible to detect certain “resonances,” a favorite term with one biogra-
pher of Marti.

Marti constantly moralized about man—his mind, character,?
love, and friendship—the good life, and death. He felt that social
conventions hampered the full development of the individual, and
hoped that by exposing society’s restrictions he could somehow ease
them by means of his writings. He was torn in his concept of man -
between seeing him romantically as self-sufficient, intelligent, and
self-sacrificing, and looking upon him as only a part of an ignorant
mass, or as a sleeping beast. He wrote lovingly of all human virtues:
truth, honesty, dignity, fraternity, compassion, piety, selflessness, jus-
tice, happiness, friendship, and love. His poem on friendship, “La
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