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-©op¥.. - New.York, Jamary 10, 1895.

fo the Honor-ble
The Seoretary of the Treasury, -
Washington, D. C.
déar Sir: '

I have very good grounds for 'believing‘t,hat_ the ’yach'ts Lago/ﬁd.a &
fmadis are on a filibustering expedition. They both left New York
Lanuary 4th, and are to stop at either Savannah or ;ernéndina,.presunr
lBbly for arms and ammunition. ,One of them oarries a nunber of fish-

ermen’s dtries and the only use they can be put to is for: 1a.nd1ng a

large number of men on the coast of whatever country ‘the expedition is

intended for. Again both' yachts have a supply'of coal on board for a
Long voyage and their movements and arrangements have been made with
t*e greatest secrecy. They were both chartered by the one ma.n, so it
is no pleasure trip. I expeci. to get more infonnation in a day or t»
tw§ and will give it to you, and in the meant‘ime;ag‘ould respectfylly
ask that their- movements be carefully watched and I be pro'gected in
the proportion of the award J:n”ca'se or conriscation wiiieit ;s_'»glio\.. 2Q

~

:by our Govermnenf', in _s&och cases.,:

I would a.lso respectfully ask that my name may be kept_ seoret for.

my own pmtec tion.




_ Respec tflﬂ.ly 2. / o

- T - o Your obedient servalﬂ,

[ James Batewen

?.' S.
Have just got word that’the yacht Lagonda has arrived at Fernan-—..

lina,

-

Respeo tfully,/

' James Batewell. /-




C Opy . _-mv—"—"""**‘—‘ ) ) ' ] . ‘ -
" TELEGRAM.

Fernandina, Fla,, Jan. 11,1895,

\.
To Hon. Secretary of the Treasury, : ~
Wé.shington, D. C.

Steam Yacht Lagonda arr:.ved fr09 New York b‘ound to some port in

South America under SuSpicious circumstances ha.vmg twenty cases
'y

merchandise on board which the agent refuses to allow »examined.
Please wiré‘.'i,nstr'uc tions. | | ‘ .

T * George L. Baltzell,

Collector of Customs.

A



'ICopy. T g — |
New’ York, January 11, 1895..

Tq the Honorable
The Secretary of the Treasu;y, B o .i/;‘
o Washlngton, D, C. |
iDear Sir: : i |
Please;note. e:ncl'o'sé'd 'éuti from the New York"WorId of to4day; hon- |
firming my information to you under date of January 10, 1895, ,I‘ |

/

would respectfully again ask that my'claim.for reward be recognized

if the yachts or arms and annunition or other property of the expedi- )

tion be confiscated

Cremin,

Your opedient/servant,
- James Batewell

. 38 BroomgtStréet,‘

.ﬁ;. '1 New York City.
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‘ ; grcasum Qwartmeut o . N
T. B. S. . ' - : ®Office of the Szcrctamj,

ﬁashtt.tmmi. . ('5, ) Janué.ry 11, 1895.

o - ' TELEGRAM,

1
-

7

The Secretary of State:

. The following tele'gr'aﬁx has just been received from the Collector

of Customs. at Fernandina:. R Y, !
'Steam yacht ’Lagonda’ arrived from New York bound to some port
'in South America under suspfcious circumstances having twenty chses::

smerchandise on board which the agent refuses to allow examned
"Please wire instructions.

»

Answer is delayed to await any suggestlon you may think proper to
ake.
(Signed) S. Wike,

Assistant Secretary.
E. T. C.

Charge Department.



fopy.

TREASURY, DEPARTMENT, L

_ - e _,‘_

Washington, D C., Ja.n. 12, 1895.

- - ,J R

~
From(Dept. Staié;n
To Hon. Scott Wike. . .
Answering telegranxyesterday about yacht Lagon&a this Departmant
) ’

has recelved no infonmatzon tending to throw light on the nature of

the czargo.

' W. d. Gresham,
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Copy. . _ A . . .
T. B. S.= _ o Office of the Sgc’cctgrg, |
',‘Ealgslxingtbn, 3.6, Jamjary 12, 1895.
- TELEGRAM, B
S

Collector Customs,
Fernandina,;._Flo-ridAé. -
Case yacht -'Lagonda' stated to fave on board suépicious ecargo,

reported to Secret'é._ryv State and Department is aivaiting reply.

-(Signed)  S. Wike,

Acting Secretary.
E. T' C.

Charge Department.’



,OPY.

TELEGRAM., g L=
f4' . Fernandjh;, Flé;, Jan.'iz,_;aés\
C"I"' - ' A
To flon. Secreta;y'of the Treasufy,' _.

Washington, D. C.
William L. M66:§ o§béf of  yacht Lagonda wi?es me to'detain vqs;
‘sel.  Quotes Séﬁtions fifﬁf-@iﬁ-eighty-ninh énaiﬁ;ﬁety feViséﬁlgggig'
utes. He says ‘oharter is violated and oaxf{cell’e&ﬁf' Shall I do s0 ?
| 6. L. 'Ba'lmtz“le-lil.,'—

Collector.



1440888
Zreasury Jepartmient, -
CopYye | - Office of the Secectary,
T. B. S. - Sy .
as»xqﬁon,g.bq. January 12, 1895,

{

. ' -~ TELEGRAM,

Collector Customs,

Fernandina, Fia.

* A4

If case yacht 'LaBOhda.‘ . coverdd by Article oné-thirty-six,
regulatioﬁé eightéen—ninety\t\{o, take acti.on‘acc’ordingly. Rebort
fully and imnediately what further suspicious‘cir'éums'tancesA attdch
to the vé‘k‘sel other than.that age,ntl re‘fusesl to ‘ailow inspection.
(Signed)  S. Wike,
Acting Secretary.

E. T. C. ‘

—

Charge Department.,



© . la425M.
Treasury glepartment,
@fticc of the Sc rctary,
e, 3 crctary,

Copy. | | TWashington, B. ., Ja.nuary 12 1895. —

Collector of Customs,
Fernandina, Fla,

Sir: _
™ .
In reply to your telegram dated yesterday, the following message,

signed by myself was sent you to-day, Qiz*

*I1f case yacht 'Lagonda’, covered by Article one-th1rty-six,
*regulations e1ghteensn1nety-two, take action acecordingly. Report
*fully and immediately what further suspicious circumstances attach
"to the vessel other than that agent refuses to allow inspection.®

The Secretary of State informs the Department under this date -
that his Department has no information tending to throw l1ght on the

nature of the' cargo.

e

Respectfzrlly yours, ‘ c

(Signed)  S. Wike,

1&

Acting Secretary;
' Eo To Co




Zopy. ' T sN. \_ |

grzasnrg epm:tment ‘ " R

Office of the Sccretary,

% e o Wushmgtong@ January 12, 1895.

TELEGRAM,

Collector Customs,

New York N. Y.

o

Please report regarding ya.chts Aagonda' and s Amadish stated to

have cleared from your port *e.bout fourth insta.nt, with susmcmus

cargo. . Lagonda.' is at’ Fernandina.

— e . ]

(Signed) - S. Wike,

: Actinf,r Secre tary. -

Charge Department.



Copy

' TELEGRAM, .

T | o Fgrnandina', Fla., Jan 12,1895,

ry

To Hon. Sebretary of -the Treasury, | : ~
a _ Washington, D. C.
I have taken charge of yacht Lagonda; examined cases aboard and

found they ‘contained cain.te'exis, knapsécks and b.e’lts which appear to be

second hand,  Have just féimd in river thrown overboard from yacht

/

two cases which contain cutlasses and knapsacks, Private telegrams
L. o ‘ / .
indicate the yacht"'ha.s or is about to engage in some kind of suspi-

cicus traff’ic.- i’leé.‘se advise next step.

' Go LoA’B-altzell’

Collectors



fopy
TELEGRAM., B

. . -

Fernandina, Fla., Jan. 13, 1895.

>

o the Hon, Secré@ary of the TreqSurj, T -
Washington,.D. c. ‘w‘.
Capt. of yacht Lagonda voiuniarily inférns me that hé }hrew over-
. oy N _ B -

oard several cases containing guns #nd cartridges before inspector

rrived aboard., T have telegraphed district attorney to be here.

bomorrow.  Norwegian fruit steamer Baracoa arrived here this morning

. e ) ) , »
ronsigned to same agent as Lagonda and is reported to be suspicious.

I made careful examination of this"steamqrfbut found nothing suspi-
cious. Will watch her closely.
' G. L. Baltzell,

Collector.



. o o 25“'.-- .
. Xreasury ygpm:tmeut,

‘o ) N - N . 4 .
Copy o . Oftice of the Secretary,
) . , N

¢ ‘mashlngfgn, 3. @, Ja_nﬁ‘ary 14, 1895,

¥

The Honorable -

The Attorney Ce—t;éral, o : 4

e -
Sir:

I have the honor to transmit herewith, copies of papers relating

to the yachtk *Lagonda*, stated to have on board at Fernandina, Flor-

ida, certain munitions ofwa;' W'I‘he Colléctor 'o'f}'Cu"'stoms; at Fernan-

dina, has. been instructed by telegraph to report the case ';.o the ?J S;
Attorney and if yo,u-p'e'rcéive'no‘ objection I will ti'xank you to ins_tniot
him to inves't-iga'te a.mifrepor't upon the matter with a view to such ac-

’

tion on his part as the circumstances may demand.

Résbeotful’ly yours, -
B (Signed) C. S. Hamlin,
_ T -
.,-_{__ .
Acting Secretary.

- E. T. C. W.

(3 enclosure_.;:.)



Copy.
Office of

Special Agent Treasury Department,

Savannah, Ga., January 14, 1895,
) :

HoR. John G. Carlisle,
Secretary of the Treasury,
| Washington, D. C.
Sif:

Depa;rtinefmt telegram of the 12th instant, in regard. steam yachis
*Lagonda® ahd?'Amhdis', was received on Saturday evening, during my
absence, and Es.per general ihstnnctidns,.w§s‘opeded‘5y Special Employe’
Ha.ra;sonf - Mr, Ha%alson immediatgly nof;fied the Collector of Cdstom3
of,ihe contents of the telegram, also Capt. Rodgers, of the Rev. Cut-
ter 'BouQiell',.with the requeé; that the.inStruotions of.£he'Depart-
ment be complied with, |

From an‘aé&qunt pubiifhed in *The Morning:News*, of tpe 13th in-

stant, it appearslthe 'Lagohda' has been seized by the Collector at

Fernandina,
: How the reporter coﬁld have secured inférmation'as to Depart-

ment’s instructions, in this matter, I am at a loss to know, as Mr.

Haralson only gave the information to the Collector, Capt. Rodgers,




-2
_and to Capt. Laird, the boarding officer, on duty at the Barge vriice,

“and with the reqiest, to each to keep the matter quiet.

- |
A eonétant watch has been«kept at this pertﬁ'for the *Amadis®,
but 50 far, she. has not- been'sighted. . L R
~ Any further developments 1n this matter, connng tb my attentlon,

will be reported promptly to the Department. N

L Very respectfully,

| C. A. Macatee,

— o ‘ Specia} Agent.-

One enclosure.



. 1a42sN.
Lreasury Depavtment,

topy ; : Oftice of the Secretary,

. @Washington, T. €, January 14, 1895,

TELEGRAM,

The Honorable
The Secretary of State.
This Department is in receipt of the following telegram

from the Collector of Customs at Fernandina, Fla.:

*I have taken charge of yacht ’Lagonda’,. examined cases aboard
rand found they ocontained canteens, knapsacks and belts which appear
'to be second hand, Have just found in river thrown overboard from
'vacht two cases which contain cutlasses and knapsacks. Private tel-
recrems. indicdte the yacht has or is about to engage in some kind of
'suspicious traffiec. Please advise next step.* -

Please state whether you desire that the vessel be seized or

~

longer detained.
(Signed) . C. S. Hamlin, .

Acting Sedpetary.
E. T. C. W.



Copy. _  ;1'442 N. Lo
. S Lreasury’ ennytmeut{

‘ .
T . @ftice of the Secretary,
- FWashington g@ R C Yene -
v & v -January 14, 1885.
A
. " TELEGRAM:
Collector of Customs, : -
~  Fernandina, Fla.

Report cases yachts 'Lég_onda' ete. to U. S. Attorney.
(Signed) C. S. Hamlin,

" Acting Secretary.
E. T. C. W..

/

Charge Départment.
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Lreasury Depavtment,

Office of the Secrctary,

Cop¥e . _ | Washington, 3. @.,

January 14, 1895.

C%llector of Customs,
Fernahdina, Fla.
Sir:
" In reply to your telegram of this date, the following message
siened by myself was sent you to-day,ﬁ;z: T
- YReport cases yachts ’Lagonda’ ate., to‘U. S.~Attornéy.'
Reﬁpectfully yours, ‘

. (Signed) C. S. Hamlin,

Acting Secretary. ‘
‘Eo To Co. w.




opy. -  -—- TELEGRAM,

Fernandtaz, Fla., Jan. 14, 1895

‘o!bn. Secretary of the Treasury- -

£ Washington, ﬁ.-C;

I have just seized about one hundred.ahd seventy stand of arms
and a lot of ,Colt?’s revolvers gartridgés and othegjgagélie: which I
found in warehouse of N, B, Borden, agent for yacht Lagonda and Nor.
S. S. Baracoa. A bortioh of this consignment was on board yacht’
Lagonda. The #upposition is that ,.the’ goods in warehouse are in-
tended for Nor, S. S, Baracoa. I am waiting advices from the Depart-
ment as to what I shall do aboui the Baracoa.

2™

Geo. L. Balizell,

-

-

Colléctor‘of Customs,




Copy.

. TREASURY DEPARTMENT

( TELEGRAM, )

Washington, D. C., 14 Jan., ‘1895,

From Dept. State,

To Hon. C. S. Hamlirm,

This Department is without information that would justify it in

asking that the yacht Lagonda be longer detained.

(Signed) W. Q Gresham,
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Lreasury Bepariment,

Oftice of the Seceetary,
Copy. ' Winshington, 3. €, ~ January 15, 1895.
TELEGRAM.
Collectdr Customs;™
Fernandina, Fla.
Report defzure arms to United States Attormey.
; (Signed) C. S. Hamlin,

Acting Secretary.. | .
E. T. C. V.

Charge Departiment.,



Copy. ' "~ Office of the Colléctbfiof‘Customs,
?brt{of'New York,

January 15, 1895.

Hon. John G. Carlisle,

Secretary of the Tréasury,

| Washington, D, C.

Sir: -

.Beplying to Department telegrém, datedgthé 12th instatn, reqﬁest-
ing information concerning steam yachts 'Lagonda; dnd *Amadis*, I have
to state that the 'ngonda' hails from this port and that her dﬁner,
Rex. William L. Moore, informed this of£icé, that he charterec} his ves-
sel according to law and subsequently learnéd:from the master thereof
that the péréon.who éhartered her was not acting in good faith and had
attermpted to take the vessel to Costa Rica.

Mr. ﬂbore.thereupon, under advice of. this office, telegraphed to
he Collector of Customs at Fegggggina.to detain the 'Laéonda' under
sections 5289 and 5290, Revised Statutes,.as he had revoked the charter.

Thé sAmadis® does not hail from this port and does not appeaf_to
be documented as a vessel of the United States. It is said, hbwever,'f
that she was built at Casfine,,Maine, and that her engine was formerly
in é lighthouse tender that wﬁs‘wrecked.

Respectfully yours,

James F. Kilbreth,
Collector.



C1aa2sNe.
Lreasury Yepurtment,

copy ®Ottice of the Scctctnry,_ ,
T. B. S. @ashington, 3, ©. January 15, 1895.

Ilie Honorable

The Att:o-rhey General.

Sir:

1 transmit herewith, for your information, a copy of a tglegram
received from the Collector of Customs at Fernandina, dated to-day,
relating to the seizure of certain arms, and to the steamer *Baracoa’,

The Collector has 'been instructed to report the matter to the
District Attorney.

| | Respectfully yours,
‘ (Sigri’éd) C. S. Hamlin,

— . | Acting Secretary.
. E.Téo ‘7.

One enclosure..
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dreasury Jepartment, -

Copye ‘ - Oftice of the Secretary,

TWashington, . (E‘., Januar)"- 15, "1895.

TELEGRAM,

Collector Customs,
Charleston, Souih Carplina.
Repori-innwdiately to Departmént,arrival yacht, 'AmaQis-, stating
facts, |
(Signed) S, Wike;

Assiétant Secretary.
E. T. Co

Charge Department.,



copy.
__:Offiée of

e

-Spaeial Agent Treasury Department,

Savanrah, Ga., January 16, 1895.

on. John G. Carlisle, -
Secrastary of the Treassury,

Washington, D.C.

-

s
As indicatéd in my telegram of luét night, to Department,
tha ”Amadié“arrived at this port at 7.30 yesterday evening;was
teken charge of by the Collector, who pleéed héf in the-eustody of
A R ,
Cant. RoRgers,: of the Revanue Cutter "Boutwell"”, with instructions
to ~old her until “further orders.
The yacht .was searcﬁgamand.nothing af a - contraband nature
found. She.is commanéed by Capt. D. A.AWeed, of Rockland Maine,
S - .
Who state; sﬁe is owned by Mr. G. H;\Kiﬁbéll, of Clezf}énd,Ohio}
thet she was chartered by N‘_?' Borddd, but did.nbt know for whatA
rArpose,. or wﬁeré she was to'éo, but'sup;;$éd it#§;s intended as a

nl

(4]

&

0

urz: cruise. His orders at Boston, being to run to Savannah,

[¢4]

“ere he would be met by Bordon.

.-

e have kept a constant lookout at the liotels for the-Mess...

o tel and Rérdbn, but so far they have not been found.



Capt. Weed 6@ arrival, found several telegrams aﬁaiting him
from‘hr. Ki&béll, all of which hs willingly handed over to the
Collector. Ambng them was one datéd Boston, Januar& 15th,stating
"harter forféited,return immediztely", &c: No letters, or t=le-
Frams ﬁeré hares from Bordon, or the Mess. Mantel.

| i éﬁclose a clipbihg from."fhe Morning News" which is a very

full and accurate account of the arrival and detention of the
: u

"pAmpdis." ' /7
Very respectfully,
(Signed) C. A. Macates,

Special Agent.




Lreasury Jepariment,
®Office of the Secvetary,

lopy. - - FMashington, . 6., January 16, 1895,
 TELEGHAM.

tollector Customs,
Savannah, Gé.. .
Report by telegraphwi“a.cts regardihg yacht 'Amadis*®,
| ~ (Signed) S. Wike,

Assistant Secretary.
Eo To‘ CO

!

Charge Department,
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Lreasury Jepartnicnt,

®Office of the Secrctary, ‘

fopy . R WWashington, B. ¢., Jamuary 18, 1895,

TBLEGRAM,

Collector 'Customs,
Savannah, Ga.
Facts state& in your telegram do not demand special instructions
from Department for det'ention'yacht *Amadis®*. Act éccordihgiy and
report,
(Signed) C. S.-Hamlin,

Acting Secretary.
- s Eo To CO

Charge Department,



corye
TELEGRAM.

Savannah, Ga., Jan. 16, 1885.

[olSecretary of the Treasury,
Washington, D. C,

Steam yacht Amadis arrived at this port of the 15th instant from
Boston via Beaufort, N. 6. Was boarded'by me in company with Spl.
Agt. Macabee; was thoroughly searched and nothing‘fdund on board con-
trary to law or that would indicate a violatioﬁ of the neutrality laws.
Upon arriva} here the master found telegram from owner awaitiné him
stating that the charter had been cancelled and instructing him to re-
turn to New York. I questioned the masier,cldsely and do not believe
Ite or the owner‘had-any knowledge that the yacht was to be used for
illegal purposes; If such was injended by the charterer, I hold
yacht wwaitipg instructions. |

~ J. F. B. Beckwith,

Collector.



Copy.
Office of the Collector of Customs,

‘Port of Savannah, Ga.,

Januar y 17, 1895,

ion. J. G. Carlisle,
Secretary of the Treasury,

Washington, D. C.
Sir:

I'have the honor to report, that in obedience to instructions con-
tained in Department’s telegram of the 16th instant, I have.released
the stean{yacht *Amadis* temporarily detained at this port under sus-
piéion of an intention to violate the neutrality laws,

Réppectfully yours,

J. F. B, Beckvith,

Collector.




Office of the Collector of -Customs,
" Port of Ferﬁandina, Fla.,
T .

January 19, 1895.
o . .

-

- . -

To The Hon. -
Seéretarymof thé TPE§BUP§,
/ﬂésh{ngton, D.C.
Naar Sil‘: |
1 have the honor to vepbrt my action in the matter o?Jthe
~ggizure of tﬁe gteam yacht "Lagonda" of..New York aﬁd-of»the Ammu;
nigion of wa? found on board, and"caseé of fire arms and ammuni-
tions of!wan,found'in‘the wAre house of Massrs. N.B. Bordbn.& Co.,
_of this pol‘t.as foibﬁé: | |
On January 7fh‘I was advised by the Worl@ correspondent at
this plece, Me. T. A. Hall, that he had received a dispatch to the
af'fact that therq were two(2) vessels leaving New York on Jaruarj i
4th the steam yacht "Lagonda” & "Amadis", that they wers suspi-
cious érafts,and to look out for them. On the 9th insi; the “"La-
gonda" came ingo port: I at once bOapdéd'her And found nothing
suspicious. Mr.Bordon (N.B.) agent of the "Lagonda",who 1 found on
board,stateé, the Yachffwas'to g0 up the river(St.Mary's) to take
on supply of freSh watéQ;anﬁ'to wash out the boilers,snd invited
s2veral gantlemen-ﬁr;tTfX. Hali’ the Wbrld cofrespondent and myself

on tne t“1p, Mr. Hallé"d myself accepted‘ ahout two hours after her

arrival at Frgngndlna. on the trip up the river we found nothing of




.
a suspicious nature: no.ons:oni.the yacht execept erew- but Mr.Bordon

yoing Mr.D. E.Mantel and ouréelvgé._ﬂy,Mantel vas a son of ths o0ld

fantleman’ 6? the same name, who Mr; Bordon statedmh§d_chprtered.
tﬁe vacht for the purpose of visiting His planfation in Centrel
America! On our“reﬁufn to Fernandina, about 6 Paﬁ. of the 10th
inst., we found ‘an important teleéram Waiiipg for ilr. Hall;froﬁ the
Wworld,to watch cerefully the‘yacht-"Lagonda", as shé was vs?y'éus-
picious. 1 immediately wireé Cabtain-ﬁagers of the Revenue Cutter
Zoutwz2ll, as follqws: "Come herse at.once,impoﬁ}ant?report to me on”
greival.” On the morning of the 1l1th instant, I riceived the fol-
lowing answer:”Béutwell dié;biéd,suggest:you talegraph depsrtimant
for Cutter "Merrill,Rogérs, Captain®. Immediately upon receiving
nis answer 1 wired the Hon. Seceratary of the Tr;ésury as followa
"Steem yacht "Légonda*wekfiVéa“fFﬁm“NewzYofk,'bound'to some port

in South America,under suspicious ¢ircumstances,having on board
twanty cases of merchandee,which the Agent refusesatd allow ex-
amined, please wire insx;uéfédns.” This dispatech I ;héught neces-
sery to send in cohgeduéndg.as'siétea} 1 héd‘fbund-tﬁgnty(BO) or
morz cases: of merchandise of spspicibus neture;whiéh had be 2n put
on board the jacht‘thé nig%t previods. 1 $hould héve made an offi-
cial examination at once, buf hqsitated‘in doing so .from the fact
that uﬁe_Captain of the Cabtain of the yachf had voluntari}y de-
liverad his papefs to me. AI,wishgd.further evidence befébe pro-

ceeding in an official manner in the meantime . putting a



S

watch over the yacht: no important developments on the 11th inst.
"N the lZﬁh_iﬁéféht, 1 raceived a communicattion from Acting Sacer'y
s, Wike as‘follbﬁét“‘Case &acht *Lagonda" stated to have on board

sucpicious . cargo reportad to Cecretary State and department is

waiting reply."end about noon of this date 1 received the following

kelegram from W. L. HSoré 6wnef'of_the yacﬁt"Detainz‘Lagonda;
secﬁion;'fi%iy-two eighty-n;né and ninety,'accept no bonds,charter
violated éhd cancelied," and wirad vou as followé:"Wm.L: Moore,
ounszr qf vacht fLagonda“ vires me to'datain vessel, quotes sections
rictv-two gighty-nines and ninety revised statutes, he éays chart-r
ig ;iolated qu‘céncelled'shall 1 hoid her." Immediately upon re-
caipt &fNMr.Moore's telegyaﬁll immédiately sent Mf. HoﬁélljDepury-
Coliector, on‘board'the vacht,with instructions to'make a thorough
examination: he ret@rned in about two hours, with the information
hat the cases on board; cghtaihed,xnepsacks, cantesns and belts,
whi&nhé égpbosed'could'be used fof plahtatidn purposes for which
Lbntel‘cléimed'wefa to. be used for‘tﬁat purpose:.About this time 1
raceived the following Pelegréﬁs,from the Department:"If cass
vacht "Lagondé" covered by.article one thirty-six,régulations
2ightean nihStY:FWO; take action accordingly,report fully énd im-
m2dietely what further sﬁspiciﬁug circumStancés’attach to the ves-

s21, other than that ggeﬁt,refuses to allow inspection."” Also

ﬂ?ollow“instructions;alreédy telegraphed;deparqygnt is awaiting
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report from Collector New York relative to yachts®. Soon after the
Deputy had raturned, Mﬁ.‘Lukenbill the Agen£<of ihevR.R.Co.,came
inrto the offié;méccompanieamﬁith two(2) negroes, h;ving several
-cutlesses, cantesns and knapsacks; whicﬁuthey stated they had taken
?rom two (2) céées they héd Pished out of the river. I at once

-

informed the Captain'qf the yacht that I w&u;d detain har, and.put
cn toard a Deputy Inspec;or, and wiréd joumét dnce the following:-
"l have taken chargo~of the vacht Lagonds, examined cases ;bOBPd

and found they contained knapsacks, canteens«ahd.belts,wﬁich appesar

‘0 be sacond-hend, have just found in river two (2) cases which

w2r2 thrown overboard from yacht. containing cutlesses and knap-

sacks, Private telegrams indicate the yacht has or is about to en-
rag2 in some kind of suspicious traffic, please advise next step.”

I then wired the U. S. District Attornay,l would like to s22 him

+

at once. On the morning of ths 13th inst. ths Cantain of _the yacht

. 13 .
care to me and steted that he had a conffession to make ard that

)
W

wished to make it in presence of Mr. Bordon. 1 went with him to

o]

.fordon's room, and he stated-which stetemsnt was confirmed by

~r.Eerdon, that he with Mr.Bordon snd Mr Mantel had examined the

tee
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Deputy Collector,. and had found several of the casss to contsin

Flns gnd partridges,'whiébfwere thrown overboard by the dirzetion

r

of Mr, Mantel. 1 immediatelf wired the @epabtment as follows:
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"The'captain of Yqéht_'bagonda’ voluntariiy tnfOrmod ms,thst'he
threw overbOard ssVeralscasesAcontainin@ UGS anéicsitridgss, I
have teleérs?ned Dgstrict Attorney‘to be here tomorrow: Norwsegian
fruit steaner BarscOa arrived hers 7 o clook this morning_consigned
10 same-agsnt as Lagonda.and is reponted'to‘oé suspioions,l mgde
'carefulrpérsonai,examination of this stesm%r but;found nothing sus-
picious; will watoh her closely. On the mornlng of this date’ I

‘wired Specisl Agent Psul to come hers at once; my objsct in w1ring

tc the attorney and special agent, was for the purpose of consulta-

tion, as I considersd the situation as very important. On the seme

date the steamer Baracoa came into port'which fact 1 stated in the

/
forzgoing telogram. Special Inspector Anderson arrived hers on the’

evening of thls date, and in consultation we decided to selze a
number of cases of thn same kind of goods, which we suspected were

of the same consignment of goods that were found on the 'Lagonda

On the 18th instant, actlng upon tte adv1ce and %ﬁcompanled by

Speciagl Inspector Andarson I went to the ware hous7of Mnssrs. N.B.

-~
X
Fordeon and Co., found the following cases of goods:

27 cases rifles;'Q_boXes osntor fire caps; 5 boxes rsvolvsrs;

76 ceses cartridges; 2 cases cantesns ;4 cases ruhber blanksts; 1

ase cartrldgns E.F.#2; l’case Ieather belts; 7 cases sacks'snd

belts; 18 cases sabers or cutlesseS' in all 140 .cases. I immediatn-

_1y Tireq’ thsa dep tnont as follows.”l have just seized about one




6
wurdred and saventy stand of érﬁs and'é lot of Colts Revolvars,
cartridges’and_o§hériarmy supplies, which. 1 found in ware houss—of
H.B.Bordon,Agent.for the vacht "Lagonda" and Ndrwegi$n<5teamship
"Earecoa”,‘a portion of this éonsignmenf on board vacht "Lagonda."
T™e supposition is that the goods in waréhqu35'are intended for the

orwaplian Steam ship "Baracoa", 1 am waiting advices from the

Depgrtment as to what 1 shéil do about ;ﬁe "é;racoa" please:Qire'.
juriﬂg this day the 14th 1 réceived severa; mecsages from thé Dis~
tyict Attormey és to his coﬁing hege, also the following relegram-
from e, Moore,'the owner of the Qacht."Can "Lagonda" he réleased m
mv personal applicatien if Vves, will staft Vednesday- and replied
on follow;ng da} py adviée of District Attqrnex who arrivgd-hefe
ontha evening of tﬁa 14th "Would like him to coﬁg to Fla. to con-
sult egfthe bsiease of the yacht.' ;'%eceiveé.on‘this date the foi
leving messaée from C. &, Hamliﬁ,Acting Secr-tary:"Report cases
vachts "iagonde"“eté' tQ—U. S; Attorney." District Attorney Clark
carme over from Jacksonville fhe evening of this date and took
svgrire of the case. On the 15f£rins£., 1 wired the District AttorneY
{who had returhed“toAJackSonville) at his request as follows:

"neve exsminsd Basracoa find nothingfdﬁ board." - Master has cancel-

led charter,vants to sail, shall I dstain him,could get notning

further from Master of “Lagonda*..On this date recsived following

despeteh from C.S5.Hamlin,Act.Secrstary "Report seizurs arms to
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inited States A;tornezj OnAﬁhe morning of the 16th ihstu 1 re-.
c2ived tho followlnp from the Distr1ct Atfo"ne""l do not carz t0f

nold "Bar: coa" "Lagonda" should remain at 1east until arrlval of.

*

ownzr, nothing else newv. v On receipt of thls despatch I cleared

tria steamshipt"Baracoa" for New York. Og"t,e evenang cg thlS daxe'
i' - . N -
I wired ghé District Attormney as follows: "Do vou propose to take‘

srny furthar steps in seizure matter here, if so will narshall take

~

charge vacht and properi&.”v O% themorning of the 17th instant, 1
'zc2ived the follow1ng despatch fromthe Distriect Attorney. "Have

fully invesﬁigated law-end-unless vou 5ave further.evidence I will
not proueed afainst "Légendaf,and arms." 1 wes\adyised by Special
/rent ?éul, who_arriyed'on:the evening of the lﬁtﬁ t6>ee‘nofhimg_
1}?the? in thema%ter of the "Lagonda" and the afms—in~§ordon's
Warshouse.uhfii efter he had sesn the‘Districthttorney. Oe the -
svzring of this d;te.iﬁ company with Sbecial Agent Paul, wegtetou
Jzcksonville and heq copsultatigp with thet District Attorney,aléb

-

With Mooro, owrer of the yacht"Légonda , who. had just arrlved from

Vi

LY. Thn Dlstr1ct Attornej instructed me to reiease the "Lagonda

tut stlll hold the arms untll further advised\by him-«On my ar-
rival at To"nandina on the morninp of the 18th I immedlately
tirnad th= papers of the 'Lagonda ovnr to the Captaln-and remoyed

1T

ms Deputy IanoCtOF f"om the Yacht. - o _ B

Ilbég-to repor;.;?at 1 have employed“duning,the datee.etéted,



three Deputy Inspectors and have incurred several small items of

exp ange in 'confa ction with'_the se‘-izure,‘ 'which'i will at an eaflym

date estiméﬁé forl -
Trusting my.;;kiohs may méet ihé.approval of the Department
I vgve the honor';o_be, _ o
Yours very truly,
(Signed) -+ 6. L. -Ba'ltze‘ll_,

Collector of Customs.

Copy e



Copy o
Offlce of
Special Agent Treasury Depanﬂnent,

Tafipa, Florida, Jan'y 21, 1895.

Hon, John G. Carlisle,
Secretary of ‘the Treasury,

Washington, D. C.

Sir:

Reférring to the Department’s telegram of the,12th, repeated to
Poft Tampa on-thea14thfiﬁ ;egard to the fiiliﬂuste:;ng expeditioh in
which the yachts Lagonda and Amadis were alleged to be engage& I beg
to report that at the request of the Collecto;mof Customs at Fernandin\
dﬁted the lsgh, IAproceeded tq”that port on ‘the follOW1ng day but on
,érriving thé?ébl.found that I could do buﬁhlittlé,'Special Inspeotor
Andgg§on,'thé District-Attorney haQiﬁg.been there. . |

I desire:in this connection fp‘call to»fhe;aiggqtion of the Be-
partment whai I cohsi&er 5'1nexcu§ab1e delay on thé part of the Col-
1ector in repcrting thls case and in V1ew of his acknOWIedged ignor;
ance oi—how to act:‘;n not seeking the aid ‘and- advice of the officer:
of the Govrrnment near hlm, OWing’to his failure to do this he“al—

1owed two of the prinoipals in ‘the: expedit1on to escapp thus shutting
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off about the only means of dlscoverlng against what country the expe-
dition was directed, The uolleetor 1nforms me tﬁ;t on Monday the 7th
his suspicions Wéfu first aroused but it was not until Thursday that
he made any move and then wired the Captaln of the Revenue Cutter
Boutwell at Savannah, vé§%;1 being'under repairs could not respond.-
Friday the capta;n.of the Lagonda went to the Collector and reported .
that a number of suspicious boxes had béén put on the yacht the night
before and asked if any suspicion had been directed towards the yacht.,
The Collector sent his Deputy on board with'the cabtain but owing to a
refusal to allow, on the part of the agent of the yacht, N. B. Borden,
nade no éxamination of-thg conuents‘of the boxeg, Sunday the captain
of the yacht féportud'that~arms had been thrown overboard from the
vessel, but it was only on Monday, after the arrival of Special In-
spector Andersun~that‘any!search vas made and then"140 uuxes of arms,
ammunitioujunu accoutrements were found in and seized at the warehouse
of N. B. Borden. The:matter is now in ihe:hands of”the Di;trictwéf-
torney for the Southern Déstrict of Florida. Whiie_in Fernandina I
found ‘that N. Bl‘"Bo;den., who appéafs ééhspicuously -in the?ﬁrangem‘?
of the details of the éxﬁbdition, wéS'acquainted with JoséﬁHarti, a
well known Cuban revolutlonist, and had entertained him at Fernandlna

> later than last Ootober and while ‘T doubt that this was a £u11~

fledged expedition against that island I think he-was interested in it




to the extent that . he desires to show to the QUbans in thls country
who had contributed to the revolutlonary fund that he had collected
that he was trylng to do somethlng. . | - ) (f

"I have dlrected the collector at fernandina to make a full report
tF the Department‘anq_vill pot.therefore.enter into the details.of his
movements, , | | T _/

Roépeotfully yours,
| S. W. Paul,

Special Agent.
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Lreasury Hepartment,

Copy. - . ®ffice of the .§ccrctarg,
T [ ] B ® S L
WWashington, 3. €,  January 22, 1895.

o
The lHonorable

The Attorney General p_f.thle United..siatés.
Sir: |

I have the honér to transmit Nerewith a copy éf a report dated
the 19th 1nstant from.the‘Collector of Customs at Fernandlna Florida
relative to the steam yacht *Lagondar found with minitions of war on

board.  Your attention is invited to the Collector’s statement that

the arms are still held.
Respec tfu'llly yéurs, 3

(Signed) C. S. Hamlih,

Acting Secretary.
E. T. C.

Enclosure.-



COpPYe.

Accordmg to the 1a.st reports from rehable source, it appear:

l

‘that the owner of the arms and amzmniuon selzed at Fernandina, is
Mr, Mantell, steg-son of Mr. Marti the Cuban agitator.,' The 'Amadis'

As expected.in Charleston. o

Muruago".



