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INTRODUCTION

Oa the 81 rolls of this microfilm publication are reproduced 91
volumes (general and miscellaneous letter books) containing copies of
letters sent by the Office of the Attorney General, 1818-70, and by .
its successor, the Departaemt of Justice, "181‘0-190‘. " They are. ad-
.dresséd ta. the President, offiqers and Members of Congress, Federal
departments, Jjudges, district attorneys, marshals, clerks of courts,
S8tate officials, and private citizens. The letters sent by the Office.
of the Attarney General are part of the series of Attorney General's

Papers, 1790-1870 (only a few items earlier than 1818).

The Department of Justice was established by an act of Congress
spproved June 22, 1870, The act comtinued and expanded in the mew -
Department the legal and administrative duties of the Office of the
Attorney General, vhich had been created under the Judiciary Act of
September 2, 1789, with the original duties of conducting suits in
the Supreme Court and of giving opinions upon questions of law at the
request of the President or heads of departments. To the Department
vas given gemeral supervision of U.8. attorneys and marshals,-and to
it vere transferred the 8clicitor of the Treasury and the law officers
of the State and Navy Departments and of the Bureau of Internal Reve-
oue. To it wvere also transferred, from the Departaent of the Interior,
the supervision of accounts of district attorneys, marshals, clerks,
and officers of the courts, and the coatrol of the judiciary fund from
vhich the expenses of the courts and-the safekeeping of prisoners-were—
paid. The Department also inherited some other duties from the Office
of the Attorney General, and additiomal duties vere assigned to it
from time to time by later legislation. . .

Until 1867 most letters sent were copied into the general letter
books; the remainder were copied into Opinion Books, 1817-193k, and
into a book of letters sent to the Solicitor of the Treasury, 1830-k2.
There are several gaps in the general letter books, and there are no -
letter books for the period between October-1l,.1850, and Mey 25,-1857.
Drafts of some.cf the missing. lsttsrs, 1839, 1842-k9, and 1851-70, are
available in the series of Attorney General's Papers, 1790-1870. Be-
tween 1867 and 187k the establishment of separate series of letter
books for specific groups ¢f correspondents led to the general series
docoming limited to letters sent to private citizens and to its even-
tual designation as "Miscellansous Letter Books." .

The letters are arranged chronologically, but a few are out of
order at the ends of volumes. Pages are musbered cpnsecutively within
each volume, but the blank mumbered pages have not been filmed. . The
letters consist of fair coples through April 30, 1890, and of carbom
copies thereafter. Beginning in Mey 1885 many copies show the file
‘misbers of letters-received subject or case files of the Department
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DOD. ("Q
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE,

hm.-“*p-ﬁ. WASHINGTON, Do c-
G adevvy (uitinds pud fls vusmber,

Ao s
Jnuary 12thy 1835,

llon. Chas. }Me Cooper,

Joeksomwillo, Fla.
Assistant &. '.S;. Attorney must be qppointod at once. Buckman
Trecory:ondeds Is there any odjeclion to Lima T1s 8 cor=
Toction provious telegram of this date.

i

Attorney-General.



