PRESIDENT PALMA OF CUBA.

For tho Second Thino .Mo Leads the For-
forn Hope. .
“T¢ Cnba edmmands me, I am hers to

obey "’ Thus spoke Tomas Fstrada Palma;

when informed
that tho Cuban
insurgents who
aro  battling S0
valiantly for liber-
ty had chosen him
president of tho
republic that thus
far cxists only'in
name. FPresident
Palma is a resi-
dent of Central
Valley, N, Y.} bt
will leavo for tho
scene of the war

N §

‘PRESIDENT PATMA. om‘ct.\lly notifled
of his sleetlon. ©“I am not too 0ld todoa
little fighting,” he says quietly. .

President Palma now conducts & large
seminary for the edncation of wealthy Cu-
hans at Central Valley, hut for years Irag
been identifled with schemes for the liber-
ation of Cuba. Ho was born in Bayomo,
Cubn, 60 years ago, and in 1808, at tho be-
giining of the famous ten years' war, was
clected to the chamber of deputies of the
provislonal government and’ took the ficld
with a large body of Cuban troops. FHis
courage and his mavked ability for leader-
ship won for him one high office after an-
other, and in 1875, beforo tho great war
closed, ho was chosen president of the re-
public.

In 1877 President Palma was captnred
by Spanish froops and placed in prison.
When the war ended, a year later, he was
sot at liberty and made New York his
home. A number of years ago he founded
the Institute Kstrada Palma at Central
Valley and has about 50 pupils, the ma-
jority of whom are Cubans. His wile was
tho daughter of arich Cuban, and the cou-
plo have flvo bright children. President
Estrada speaks SpanlshsFrench and Eng-
lish finently, is cxceegtingly well cducated
and bas tho manners of a courtier. T.ike
most Cubans Lo is short in stature, but ho
carries his 00 years lightly and scems to be
good for many a hard campaign.

In expleining his clection President Fal-
ma modestly - says: ““This rovolution is
considered o, continuation of tho last war,
and as I then had the honor to be president
I am not surprised that they wish me to
cantinuo in that office. I shall be presi-
dent only so long as tho war lasts, and
when it isab an end the people will be
called upon to choose my suceessor. Qur
men will be able to maintain their posi-
tion in thomountainous revolutionary dis-
for years without surrendeving. If
0 freo Cuba and I am chosen presidents
again, I shall endeavor to establish a un-
ionist republic, as Cuba is not yet ripe for
the federal system.  In all other respects I
shall follow tho examplo of the United
States, the model vepublic of the world,
for I want for my country o frcb people
and a strong government.’’

as scon as ho is |




