CUBAN AFFAIRS.

Changing Aspects ot the Strugzgle—Vala
mansedn’s Movements and Good For-
tune—The Sugar Crop—A Conapiracy
Discovered.

From Onr Own Correspondent.
HAVANA, Saturday, May 13, 1871.
Nothing of importance is reported publicly
from the seat of war, but there 18 not the elight-
est evidence that fighting, such as 1t is, con-
tinues to be carried on in the Cinco Vilisas,
Central and Eastern Departments. This Cuban
war I8 a funny matter, and the participarts
themselves eannot get ‘‘the hang' ot it. The
present week precents an entirely different aspect
from the Jast, and next week will bear no re-
semblance to 1ts predecessors. A county is un-
derstood to be pacified, the Cubans digsappear
and everything begins to agssume a regular peace
appearance, while a few Spanish soldiers march
carelessly over the terntory and the jtroops are
withdrawn to operate agatnst the insurgents in
some determined locality. A few skirmishesare
reported, and for a few Qays the utmost quiet
prevails, when suddenly the Cubans make their
reappearance in the first locality, and the same
game is played over again. A week ag0 wé wero
told that all the 1nsurgents had left the jurisdic-
tion of Sancti Spiritus and had fled to the Central
Department, and this week we are informed that
a number of skirmishes have occurred between
the troops and the Cubans, and actually at a
considerable distance from the dividing line of
the two jurisdictions. Somehow it seemns al-
most incredible to listen to the stories we are
told of the insurgents attacKing in strong nuimn-
bers some point defended by a handful of Span-
jards. Nevertheless some 0f these stories are
true. The attack on Las Tunas, the detense of
Colon Tower, and the repulse of the Cubans,
which has just occurred on the Canto River, and
where VALMASEDA escaped miraculously from
peing killed or captared, are tangibie evidence of
the fact that the Cubans are quick movers bul
poour attackers and srormers.
VALMASEDA'S GOOD FORTUNE,
VALMASEDA went ot board the Little
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accompanied oniy by a &
his rtafy, in oraer to runx
very crooked strecam. On
thoe mouth of the river VALMA,
schooners there, waiting for th
tho river and carry provisious . 0
He took this schooncr in tow, and «
saved his life as be reached Pumta den
three hours later than was anticiDa
reaching Punta del Mate a peculiar até
observed by thoso ou board. Tho cass
soon apparcnt. Tho smnall Spanish detaeh
there was burning the corpses of tem . n_'
surgents whom they had just kiilod, and wi '
were renpulsed with severe loss whije attempling:
to capture tho Spaniards, and then lay in waitl
for VALMASEDA. PANCHO VEGA, the ipsurgens
commander, had learned of VALRMASEDA’S trip
and his intention to land at Punta del Mate. He
quickly united about 250 men, intending to cap-
ture the small detachtnent of twenty-five 8pan-
iards, and then to kill or capture VALMASEDA.
The Spanish ILicutenant was equal to the occa-
sion, and waited patiently until the insurgents
were right at ¢ho muzzle of his guns, whemr he
let them bave it with great cflect, pouring volley
after volley 1into the insurgents, +who, |
seeing that they could not capturec the
Spaniards, withdrew sullenly, leaving |
ten dead Dbehind them and carrying \
off about forty wounded. Three of tho Span- .
1ards, a Sergzeant, a Corporal and a soldior, ran
away when they saw such a number of i1nsur-
geots coming, and swam across thoriver. When |
they observed that their companions wWore
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salning the day they returned. VALMASEDA
rewarded thess three by having them
shot, and those who did not run away

were decorated with the Cross of Military Merit,
and the Licutenant was promoted to a Captaincy.
The Diario s1ves the story only in part. and the
Voz de Ouba of this morning advises VALMASEDA
to be wmore careful, and says that personal valor
alone is not sufficient, and that under the present
circumstances, when be is so much needed, he
ought not to 1mveril his life.
TOE SUGAR CROP.

The sugarcrop at St. Jago de Cuba i8 not likely
to exceed and perhaps will pot reach eighteon
thousand hogsheads, which will be a falling off
of twenty-five per ¢ent, from last year’s. This,
however, is 1n no way attributable to natural
causes, such as drouth, but to tne want of la-
borers, oxen, and means of transportatieon, and
to the total ruin of scveral estates by fire. In
1568 the expoerts from this port were abouf forty-
seven thousand hogsheads, and at this rate it
will be seen that a year or two more of revolu-
tion will stop exports altogcther. Tho new
municipal tax is 1n full swing, but the Havana
authorities are opposed to tho collection of
municipal taxes on imports and exports, and, to
avoid any difficitlties with the Governinent, the
new tax 18 no longer called a tax, but * un dona-
tivo voluntuario,”” (a voluntary contribution,) and
is collected as usual.

A CONSPIRACY: DISCOVERED.

A conspiracy has been discovered at St. Jago
de Cuba, and a numnber of persons were arrosted
and eondemned to death for the crime of treason.
They were ordered to'be shot at once. Numer-
ous telegrams, however, were sent to the King
of Spain and to SERRANO, and the operators of the
Cuba cable remained all night at their posts. At
3 this morning the King telegraphed to YVALMA-
BEDA to act as he thought fit 1in the matter, and
VALMASEDA pardoned the culprits in the King’s
name. QUASIMODO.



