INTERESTING CORRESPONDENCE.
CUBAN AFFAIRS.
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Licligionus Ceremonios in ths Strcots—
A Pirous Promenade—Eregross et the
Rorotution-—.&.gramonm and His In-

From Cur Own Correspondent.
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‘The holidays have now drawnto 3 close,
sl the city has again assumed its usual appoar
ance. Notwithstanding tho many changes which
have taken place within the past ton years 1a
the habits and customs of the Cubans, and the
uwartinl disuse of many of the religious cere-
monies, which formerly constituted ono oI the
prineipal diversions and occupation of the
people, there aro still enough peculiarties,
wineh deserve more than & passing notice,
either because of thewr importauce or their
oddity. Awmoug the latter class are the proces-
gion of the * Encounter.” (Encuenira,) which
ococurs every Enster morping at 5 o’clock.
Afier the procession of Geod Friday
18 over. the statue or wax flgure Trep-
resanting Christ is taken to the Cathedral,
while the imaces of St. John and the Virgin
Mary are taken to San Domingo Church. From
the latter placs issues, arraved in a plain robe,
on Suunday murniug, the image of Mary Magda-
lon. borne on the shoulders of a number of stal-
wart negroee, who are hid from public view by
curtains, which are fastened around the plat-
form on which Mary Magdalen rests. Preceded
by the cross, and followed by a crowd of men
carryiong lighted tapers in their hands, the pro-
ceasion moves slowly to the corner of the street
whera the Cathedral is situated. Magdalen then
inohines forward, looks around tho corner, 8208
nothing, shakes Ler head mournfully, anud re-
turns to San (Dommngo Church at a slow galit.
she looka into the door of the Church, and sees
the Virgin in the ceutre. Magdalen shakes her
heund ouce more, makes three profound bows to
the Virzin, and returns again to thestreet where
the Catiedral 18. The same ceremonies
are gouc through with, and Magdalen re-
turns and lesves for the third tiume.
But now everyihing is changed: Magdalen,
when she reaches the corner of the streef,
seos Christ coming out of the Cathedral; not lying
on 8 bier and eovered with red paint 1utended
to represent bldod, but erect, with a life-like ox-
pression on s countenaunce and with a mantle
of eold brocade adorned with precious stones
and & jeweled erown on his head. The negroed,
earrying Magdalea turn quickiy and run back to
San Domineo Chureh as fast as thev possibly
can. Magdalen no longer bows to the Virgin but
beckons lustily. while an attendant priest
runs 1nside and delivers to the Virgin the mes-
sage which Magdalen has brought, *f Christ has
rsen.”” The chamber-maid of Magdalena (La
camarera mayor) DTINGS a mantie for Magdalen,
aud holding the cross aloft, with a military band
playing lively tunes, the strains of the band ac-
companying Christ being heard at a distance,
the procession moves forward in order to meet
that conducting Cbrist. Magdalen, tired of hav-
ing been compelled to act in such a staid and
proper mauner a Ihittle earlier, makes ample
amends by dancing, the motion of the Cuban
dance being imparted to the image by the negroes
who carry it. About balf way oa theroad the two
processions me~t ; the Virgin aad Carist salute
and bow to each o'her, Magcdalen makes a pro-
found reverence o both, the bands strize up the
roya! warch, the goldiers present arms, and the
processions kneel. All united then return to San
Domingo Church, where the statue of Christ will
remain untll holy week of next yvear, when 1t
will be taken back again to the Cathedral for in-
termeont until the procession which I have just
daescribed takes the image back to San Domingo
Church. Otber processions take place in differ-
ent churches; the most noticeable being that of
Espiritu Santo, which is accompanied by young
ladies 1o their carriages, and by others on foot,
while the sidewalks are lined with young men,
who have all got up at that early hour in the
morning in order to pray and show theu respect
to the religion which they profess with so much
ardor. Not a single young man has come out to
sce the young ladies; of course not.

THE REVOLUTION.

It has been a matter of some discussion to
what extent the gubernatorial or dictatorial
functions were assumea and exercised by Gen.
YGNACIO AGRAMONTE, aud whether CESPEDES
is recognized as President. Nominally, CEs-
1EDES is President, but in reality he neither
commands nor is obeved ; the change of leader
i3 plainly apparent in the different manner in
which the war is carried on, AGRAMONTE uniting
all the qualities necessary to made a Spanish-
American revolutionary leader successful. He
is brave, proud, ambitious, talented, and san-
guinary, and is equally revengeful toward his
countrymen if they thwart his plans or disobey
his orders, and toward the Spaniards. Gen. NENE
PERDOMO, who Jately surrendered to tho Span-
iards at Puerto Principe, and who 18 sfill an
inmate of the jail there, was driven within the
Spanizh Ihnes by AGRAMONTE, who had senta
small body of men to arrest him. PERDOMO
knew that if AGRAMOXNTE got him in
his power, bhis trial would be a short
pne, and the result certain. Seeing the
provost guard, be put himsell 1n a state of
defense, and sustained a hand-to-hand combat,
mapaging to escape after being wounded in the
arm. PERDOMO was one of the youngest lead-
prein the Cuban Army, being but twenty-one
yvears of age. He was very brave, and wasg
konown as the best swordemaun among all. The
uumber of Cubans who have surrendered to the
Bpaniards, cut of a fear of AGRAMONTE’S wrath,
is considerable, ope of the firat being FREDERICC
CASTEfL.LANOS, who is now in New-York. One of
AGRAMONTE’S principal supporters is Gen. SAN.
CILI, & Havanese, who was shot and lost a leg
at the attack on Las Tunas, and has to be lifted
on hig horse whenever he goes to fight. But thi;
oce-legged General is much more dangerous tc
the Spaniards than many others with two legs
Auother of AGRAMONTE’S friends is Gen. JOSE
MgNDOZA, a B8paniard, who commands th«
Cuban cavalry of the Cannas. MEXNDOZA wWai
formerly a hook-keeper in a New-York commer
eial house, and has a brotherin the Spanist
Army.

EANTIAGO DE CUBA.

Your correapondeunt writes under date of 17t
inat.: The Insurgents have again made thel
appcarance, nobody being able to tell wher
they come from or swwhat they are up to, excerg
by the results. They sct fire again to the Go:
goja Bridge, on thc Villa del Cobre Railroad, th
same which was saved a few days previous b
the counter guerrillas, and they destroyed
completely. Communication over the road |
completely interragtecd on rails, and it
exceedingly Qangerous to  travel unles
with - 8quads of armed men. One ¢
the last esteamers brought some fort
or fifty dogs fromm Havana, to bunt insurgent
with. Bome of the dogs were fino looking Cuba
bhlood-hounds, but the majority had a mongre
not to say currish, appearance. I don’t alt
grether see the necessity of thegse dogs, as the i
gurgents are not so scarce as not to be four
withont dogs, and tho canines may probab

be wied to hunt rusvaway negroes, wl
ure  1A0re numerous Yyet than insy
genta, but more difficuit to get ¢

These negroes, if caught, will probably 1t
taken to Havana, where they can be sold,
hired out at rates paying a rair interest oa t
amount expended for clothing them.
VALMASEDA'S DEPUTY.

The successor of Gen. CARBO is Gen. ANTON
CEBOLLINO, who agssumed charge as Segun
Cabo and acting Captain-General until ¢
return of VaLymasepa. But little is known
Geu. CEBOLLINO. In Spaln he has therepu
tion of a brave, but not one of the most al
Generals. 1t1g, of course, too early to torm a
supposition as to what share he will take In {
expected triumph ot the Spaniards, but Gen
als alone are not suflicient to change thoe pres¢
condition of affairs. There 13 something e
needed, which beging to be very scarce, a
that is woney. Tbhe Treasury 1s empty, and
incuine of {be QGovermwwent from differ
soirees, alth:oneh much larzer than in fornm
Jeurs, 1s not suffizient to supply the army, na
fﬂl!i' cvil Government with all they neod. 1l

“ugt peresptible to uny zgreat extent §
hasters of regsi:ucuts in thie field

- sure remedy to bring back peace.”
. the Drario says, but the other side has not been

frequently compelled to wait a couple of weeks
or more until the Treasury can supply them.
THE BUGAR CROP.

The entire stock of refining augars here has
changed bands at four and one-quarter conts
per pound...Guantanamo matters look well, the
jurisdiction being entirely free from insurgents.
The sugar crop will be large,and prices are very

ood. QUABIMODO.

The Revolution Not Denad Yet—The War
Reviewed—VMoney Gietting Scarce—The
Situation at Present—New FKilibuster-

ing Expeditions Expccted—Yiscellane-
ous News,

From Our Own COorrespondent
HAVANA. Saturdav. Anmnml 22. 1871

About three months ago and even more
recontly the impression was general that the
revolution was drawing to & close. News of the
surrender of prominent insurgents, anad of entire
detachments, reached Havana almost daily; the
remaining insurgents were for a whilo cast
down and acted as if they were stupefled; dis-
content was ripe among them, and CESPEDES
roamed about the country without alm
or object. Everything 1ndicated an
early close of the rebellion and a B8uUrd
triumph of the Spaniards, Cuban stock
went down at a fearful rate, and the counte-
nance of every Cuban sympathizer, the surest
barometer of the state of the revolution, indi-
cated woe and sorrow. VALMASEDA and the
other principal leaders. with but few excep-
tions, were sanguine of success; the Cienaga de
Zapate had been cleared of insurgents through
the exertions of Major ARAGON, and the juris-
diotions of Colon and Cienfuegos wera begiuning
to assume their former appearance. But sud-
denly all this changed; .CESPEDES was <com-
pelled to take a back seat by the enterprising
semi-Dictator IGNACIO AGRAMONTE ; encounters
were reported in the vicimty of San-

tiaga de Cuba, where the Bpaniards aid
not come out first best; the Cubans
regained their lost epirits and moved

about with mraculous rapidity, changing their
base of operations from the Central Department
and portion of the Cinco Villas to the jurisdie-
tion of Sancti Spiritns, whence VALMASEDA had
to go in a hurry in order to set things to rights.
Our journals are silent on the state he found
matters in, although they are publicly known
everywhere, and he immediately removed such
commanders a8 had failed to comply with his
orders, either on account of stupidity or laziness,
while he superintended new movements in
person. Brg.-Gen. FRANCH was sent to
Havana, and as a trial of such a. Ingh
officer would excite comment, he was
quietly ordered to go to Spain. Gen. CARO
went home at his own and VALMASEDA'3S re-
gnest, both being convineed that he was not the
wan for the place. The Intendente Militar, or
Quartermaster-General, GOURALO, also left in
the last steamer for Spain, because he acted as
Quartermasters are generally accused of acting
during war time. Gen. ZACARIAS GOYENESHE
was a follow-passenger of the other two, his
latter-day exploits bemmg snch as to induce
VALMASEDA to send him ouft of the country.
Many changes of Lieutenant-Governors have
also occurred. and by the Spanish 1mail steamer
of the 30th, the Segunda Cabo, Gen. BUENAVEN-
TORA CAREBO, beyond a doubt the ablest, mest
honest, straiehtforward, and gentlemanly
man the Spaniards had in Cuba, will also
bid Cuba adieu. Speaking of CARBO’S departure,
& very promipent staff officer remarked to your
correspondent Y “* I never felt anything so much
as the General’s leaving; I was always sure
that if the revolution could possibly be subdued
VALMASEDA and CARBO were the only two men
that could do it, and Jf they fail there is no use
for anybody else to try. 1 don’t say that they
have done it or can do it, but I am sure that
there "are no other men in the Spanish Army
who know this country, its mode of warfare,
and enjoy the respect of the people to such an
extent as these two.”” The officer is quite cor-
rect in his appreciation of matters, and, unfor-
tunately for the Spaniards, his remarks are quite
likely to prove true.
_ THE PRESENT BITUATION.

VALMASEDA remains in Sancti S8piritus, but no
engagements have taken place, because the
largest portion of the Cuban forces are keeping
out of the way, and are retiring toward the
Central Department before the advancing
Spaniards. This 18 a gain for the Spaniards,
because they enjoy an advantage if they can
drive the Cubans into one department instead of
having to fight them iu two or three; and it will
be exceedingly difficalt for the Sancti Spiritus
1msurgents to return, because the measures taken
by VALMASEDA are such as to prevent its being
done with ease. A rumor was currenf{ in
Havana that VALMASEDA was seriously ill,

but the only thing which happened to
him was 3 bruise of the right arm,
which he receiwved &t Col. AcCosTA’s,

when the chair in which he sat broke under him,
not being sufficiently strong to carry so much
honor and corporosity. The Diario has an edi-
torial on VALMASEDA'’S doings today, taken from
private letters ot the General bimself, as T un-
derstand from a reliable fsource. The i1nforma-
tion is that the insurgents had been driven out
ot the jurisdictions of Sancti 8piritus and Moron,
and bad gone to the Camaguey under command
of Gens. VILLAMIL and SALOME HERNANDEZ,
who had threatened to return with artillery,
cavalry, and the other necessary art'cles to carry
on a successful war. The troops are stated notto
be able to find any more 1msurgents, who are dis-
banding in small parties and hding.”” This
has been the universal tactics ot the Cubans, and
therefore does not offer any new feature. The
Diario continues, A military road and cordon is
being established in its smallest details, and will
be finished by the end of this month. When this
is realized, and if we consider the number of
presentados able to carry arms, the number
captured and the losses which the enemy bhas
suffecred, and the pacification of the Cinco Villa

as being then a fact, overything leads us to be-
hieve, that in a very short time the country this

gide of the cordon will be free from
bhandits. Gen. VALMASEDA intends to
remain there until thia satisfactory

result 1s completely obtained.” All of which, as
the Spauviards say, has to be put in quarantine,
or to express it 1n polite English, give it the
benefit of the doubt. As to VALMASEDA’S future
movements, the Dwario adds: ** The General was
waitinzg for tho fittle steamer Valmaseda on
which to embark and go inside of the Keys, in-
apect the road and cordon frecm Tucaro to Mo-
ron, arrange such matters as need 1mmediate
attention, and as soon as these districts are
completely pacified, take five or six battalions
with him to the Central Department, and
conduct operations there, sure of an
early and certain exit. The general error
has hitherto been, in order to afford@ pro-
tection to all the loyal people to operate every-
where, and this mode of warfare 18 impossible
on account of the peculiar manner in which the
insurgents conduct the war, and makes nearly
all efforts sterile intending to bring peaco and
prosperity back to the island. * * * The
Island of Cuba is too large to conclude with
those who run away, unless they are reduced
within a parrow limit, from whence they are
not to be permitted to leave. The pacification
by circles may appear slow, but it 18 tbhe only

All of which

heard on these plans, and it is vexry likXely that

 they will impede the carrying out of the above
- programme,

Movoements generally in the Centra! Depart-
ment conticue on the sam9o scale as lately.
Nothing important has occurred, avd the num-
ber of Cubans killed irn different engage-
ments, a3 reported by the Spaniards. amount to
about a2 hundred within a fortmght. The town
of Puerto Principe continues to be dreadtully
infeated with small-pox and measles, and the
misery amouog the poorer classss is frightful
The Catalan volunteers had an engagement with
the troops of VILLEGAS, but were unsucecessful
in preventing them from crosssing the lines.
The Cubans have thrown dead animals into the
wells in the neighborhood of some Spanish de-
tachments, and the want of good water is ire-
quently felt,

RUMORS OF CUBAN EXPEDITIONS,
. We have plenty of rumors of expeditions hav-
ing laonded & ms and ammupition on the coast,

and that one or two expeditions of importance
are now on the way. 1o all, five small expedi-
tions brought from Jamaica have beel Janded
in the Eastern Department ; one small expedl-
tion has been landed near Sanctl 8piritus, oD the
south side, coming from Yucatan, as 80me stato,
and from Belize, Honduras, according to others.
About five thousand oartridges were BMug:
gled into the Vuelta Abajo, but those
who had them were compelled to
throw them into the water, on acoount
of the close persecution made by a Spanish
officer who had received a confidential informa-
tion. Landings bave been reported in other
parts of the island, but they are merely reports,
and not based on facts. The military and civil-
jang complain of tho navy as insufficient, and i
they would only counfine their remarks to the
ships, and not to the men, their remarks would
be quite in order. It takes longer to make out
the requisitions for a sawmall Spanish guan-boat,
until she 1is ready for sea, than 1
takes an English man-of-war to ship a
crew, get ready, and make a trip across the
Atlantic. Outside of Delamater gun-boats, the

ex-blockade-runner Churuca, and perhaps the

Yeabel la Calolica, there is mot a ship in the
Spanish navy which can go over 81X miles an
hour, or which has a good pair of botlers. I ox-
clude the large frigates, which are models of
men-of-war, but which are altogether uscless
and unservicable 1o Cuba. The gun-boats Canlo
and Indio will oruise between Cardenas and
Caibarien, roleving each other overy fi{teen
days: they caonot be at sea any longer, because
1t tvakes either craft about ten days to get tho
necessary papers written up on which to draw
¢oal, funds and other supplies.
A FEW FIGURES.

To give an approximate idea of the losses ot
the Spaniards, the following official statement
will be very serviceable. The Colonel of the bat-
talion of Coradanga volunteers certifies that
until date he haa lost 1 Major, 3 Captains, 11 Ser-
geants, 25 corporals, & bugler and 264 soldiers,
making a total of 320 men. Of this number 196
died from disease, 568 were killed by the insur-
gents, 8 crippled by wounds and 60 discharged
for ill health. It is, therefore, safe to cstimate
that over one-third of the Spanish army have
been put hors de combat inside of two years, and
the exhibit of this battalion is one of the most
avorable. OITASIMODO.



