CUBAN AFFAIRS.

flatcers at Porto Rico—Chances of an
Insurrection—PDispatch of Troops to
the Insurrectionnary Districts—Valmae-

seda’s Policy—The Tobaceo Trade.
Fiom Our Own Correspondent.

HAVANA, Tuesday. March 7, 1871.

The revolution in Cuba, which apparently

was drawing to a close. has received a new im-

petus from the state of affairs in tho Island of
Porto Rico, where all the modern improvements
on the so-called liberal Spamish plan have been
planted. These modern improvements consist

in freedom of the Press and representation in
the Cortes of Spain tlirough Deputies. Atafirst
glance the importaunce of these measures makes

itself apparent, as it deprives the old-fashioned
autocratio régime of fully three-fourths of its
power. Captain-Generals, who formerly were
little less than gods and something more than
demigods,have been taken down from their myth-
ological elevation by timely criticism, and the
Dhonored maxim of Dios and Rey (God and King)
has received a blow from which it will never re-
oover. The Captain-General is no longer a mys-
terious persouage, but has become a man, hke
xhose whom he governs, and from whom he is
only distinguished by a higher official position.
Some of the partisans of Gen.SAUR, the predeces-
sor of BALDRICH, the present Captain-General,

have come out strongly in defense of their man,
but the defense is a very lame one, because
BAUR represented the old régime and belonged
to the extinguished Narvaez party. The reason

for the row between the Radical (Republican)
and Conservative (ultra-Spanish and Catholic,
pro-slavery and autocrat) Parties is self-evident.
The former desires to become a self-governing
people, free from all the old prejudices; thelatter
wants slavery retsined, no representation and
0o voting, but is content to be governed by men
‘sent to them from Spain. But in Porto Rico the
Conservative Party is pot strong enough to wage
a successful war against the Radical Party,
either with the pen or sword, and consequently
.£he Radicals bave, in a measure, things their
Own way. The elections which have just
taken ©place were a one-sided affair ;
the Radicals named their candidates and quietly
elected them. The principal leaders of the
Radical Party are GOICO, ACOSTA, QUINONES
aod ANDINO. The right to vote is almost uni-
versal, as all who pay a small tax, or who know
hiow to read and write, are voters. To judge of
the political sentiments of the Deputies elected
it 18 only necessary to astate that six of them
were implicated in the Lares revolution of 1868,
and are recoghized as enemies to Spain and
snonarchies. But the Porto Ricans are much
amarter than the Cubans. They fight the Span-
fards with their own weapons and on their own
ground, and will not fake up arms until they
are certain of success. And it is not the natives
of Porto Rico alone who belong to this Radical
Party, but many Spaniards, who are in favor of
1iberal institutions, and are against the mon-
-archy. The editor of La Razon, the principal
organ of the Radicals, is & native of old Spain.
The Conservative,or reactionary party,abstained
from voting, and only 19,265 votes were cast,while
-the whole npumber of registered voters is 34,723.
‘The Havana Press coccuples itself extensively
with this Porto Rico trouble, and the general
opinton i3 that a revolution is hkely to occur
there at any moment. The Diario of today
threatens the Porto Ricans, and says:

“ We have heard many of the well-deserving
volunteers say that if the national flag was in
danger in Porto Rico. they would go there to de-
fend 1t. Letour brethren, the Spaniards of Porto
Rico, do whatever they can, and they may rest
asgured that they are not alone in the 1mmmensitv
of the ocean, because they have close by the
.Spauniarda of Cuba,who think and feel like them.”’

Beauntiful langunage this, very pathetic and
patriotic, but the Diario, carried away by its en-
thusiasm, forgets common sense and its own posi-
t1on ; it forgets that these volunteers have rot

‘beeon in a great hurry to go to the Eastern De-
partment,which is much nearer than Porto Rico,
and that the Spaniards ot Cuba have notyet been

.able to suppresas their own revolution after two

:and & half years of actual fighting. The future

-only will tell.

DISPATCH OF TROOPS.

The Cubans are not subject to military duty

+Qr conscription into the regular army like the

.8paniards at home, and only the so-called mili-
tia exists, which is divided 1nto three classes,
namely : White and colored militia, infantry
.and cavalry. A:l persons who bave a bad repu-
3ation are enrolied into the white and colored
mnilitia, although lately a number of Cubans
joined it voluntarily, nunder the impression that
‘she Government would otherwise take them as
soldiers. The mounted militia consists of milk-
snen, sellers of vegetables, grase, fodder and
poultry, in fact, of everybody whko owns g horse
and deals in those articles; hitherto their duties
fhave been confined to acting as ornamenta in
religious processions, and fllingup when a gen-
eral review took place. But since the war this
$has changed, and two squadrons of mounted
militia left on Saturday for the gcat of
war in the Cinco Villas—oue from Hay-
sna and the other from Matanzas. The oflicers

of the mounted militla are generaliy wealthy '
Pplanters, while the infantry is mosily coininana-

ed hy officers of the regular army. The sending
of these woen (the mnrantry baving gone long ago)
8 a sur: proof that much more iecsurrection
axisis than the journals wonld l¢ad us to be-
lieve., and that more men are wanted.
VALMASEDA’S POLICY.

Gen. VaArMaseDA is making preparations to
wisit the Ceuntral Departinent for a short time
and seo 1f he cap iuduce some of the principal

Jeadera to lay down their arme. The ex-insur-
gent Generzls wlho have surrendered think he
will succeed, and their letters to VALMASEDA
aro full of guxious requests to have him come.

THE TOBACCO TRADE.

The cigar manufacturers have held meetings
and resoived to form a society which wil! detfend
the interests of the trade. At their meeting FER-
WANDO ARRIGUNAGA was elected President, JOSE
PARTAGAS Becretary, and JoS8I GENA, JULIAN
ALvaRrez and J. A. CABARGA Executive Comrnit-

Zee. QUASIMODO.



