CUBAN AFFAIRS,

ARRIVAL OF THE HAVANA STEAM-SHIP MORRC
CASTLE.

The Havana steam-ship Morro Casile,
wwhich left Havana on IFeb, 18, reachied this port
via Nassanu. N P.. yesterday. By the courtesy
of Purser R. W. ALBERT, our special correspond-
ence was prompily at hand.

The Curse of ‘‘Consejos?” — Hliavana
** 8hoddy ’—the Labor Qnestion—The
ersccuted Chinnman—Dref Mention,

From CGur Own Correspondent.
HAVANA, Saturday. Feb. 18, 1871

All wars afford opportunities to commit
frauds and do injustice. Numberlesscrimes and
wrongs take place which are mever punished,
the law goncrally fmihing to reach the perpetra-
tors ; butit is very raicly taat the Governoment
of a nation aopoints a Commission to rob its
people or allow s the most contemptible tricks to
be perpetrated by its employes without taking
any steps to check the abuse. Such is, howwever,
the case 1o Cuba. Ireoferin this instaunce to the
so-called Council of embargoed properties (Con-
sejo de bienes Embargados,) which is beyond

a doubt the best§ managed ipstitution for the

interests of the chiefs and employes
and the worst for the Government oOr
people, in the world. It is Dbarely pos-

sible thaot the abuses committed by tis
«Uonscjo could bave gone so long unpunished
did not the higher oflicials of the Government
wink and connive at tho process. That a regu-
lar * Ring?” exists in connection with this Con-
sejo 18 very well koown, and this Ring is com-
posed of persons in every rank of life. The
seized property of the Cubans is simply a {ee
for tho present, as but few estates have been
confiscated. The products uf these ewbargocd
estates pobody ever hears of, and it is only
necessary to drive on the paseo on 2 Sunday af-
tervoon. and see the carriages which formerly
belonged to the intelligent PONCE DE LEON, the
would-be finapncier MIGUEL EMBIL, the erudite
CISNELOS, the humane DELMOXTE and the slave-
driving ALDAMA, occupied by some Government
employe, military official, or pompous-looking
groeer. 10 be enhghtened. The Vozr de Cuba has
saken up tbhe cudgels, and belabors the Conscjo
as much as the censorship will permit, laying
particular stress on the appoimmtment of Mr.
GEORGE CRARBE, a quasi American, formerly the
bosom friend of ALDAMA and chief administrator
of his estates. CRABB is a very intelligent
planter and i now holding a position as
inspector of seized plantations under thig same
Comnscjo, at a salary of $£6,000 per anpum, while
other inspectorsreceive but halr of that amount.
Xt was rumored that the volunteers would make
gome colleetive demonstration against the
Consejo. but those who are posted concerning
Havapa sffairs, saw at once the impossibility of
the thing. If the Casino which commands the
volunteers does not do adything, the volunteers
will remain quiet; most of the emploves of the
Consejo are volunteers or volunteer officers, and
the Ring is prineipally recruited from the same
eleinent. Strong efforts are peing made to seize
all the embargoed estates and sell them for the
bepefit c¢f the Island Treasury and reimburse
the losses caused to Spaniards and loyal
Cunbans during the war, but VALMASEDA
eannrot countenance such proceedings at

present, as tidey would destroy his plaps
and prevent many Cubans in the field and others
now in foreign countries from coming again
within the Spanish fold. If some of the New-
York Cubans Enew how many wealthy men have

made underhand propositions to the Govern-

zcnt tihrough third parties, and have sounded

the Opmibn of the Government as to whethervr
tley would be allowed to come back, be gnmo-

lested, and have their property returned, some

astonishmwent would nndoubtedly bs caused. |
They see that no matter how the war may end

they will be ruined,because the Conscjo appro-

priates what the Government does not legaliy
seize. The row which the Voz de Cuba has be-

Fun premises to be interesting, and if carried on

W1ith vigor scme queer developments may be ex-
pected,
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DTSIESS TIIE LAROR QUESTION.

The problem of the future of Cuba, the labor
question. 1s always on the tapis, and the most
chimerical plans are proposed and resort-
ed to to supply the want of field
kands. Shades of departed slaves, what
memories they awakepn in the minds of the
former slave-dealers and plaoters, and how
they curse the nations which were instrumen-
tal 1o abolishing the traffie. The plan tobring
Indians from Mexico must fail, because the
Mexican Government, feeble aslit is, can never
Dpermit that its citizens be sold into worse than
Blavery. Awrother prolect is to bring coolies
from British Irndia; but many planters say that
they would never purchase any of that class,
because the coolies would not allow themeselves
1o be treated like negro slaves, and would un-
doubtedly risc when least expected. The latest
planis to import the subjects of the King of
Arnam, and the reason for their alieged useful-
nesa and superionty is based on the fact that
they are Cnristians. The introduction of a bona
fide Christian element might be very beneficial
to the island, as it is possible, althouzh almost
improbable, that the Anamites might convert
the Cubans to Christianity. Eise history would
again TrTepeat itself, and make Christians
in the nineteenth century alaves of athe-
i1si8 and beathens. These are all plans, however,
and none have been put into effeet: therefore
the planters try to make the most of the ma-
terial on band, and the manner of doing so is not
particularly lookea into. The Chinese who bave
served their contract time, (by no means a term
of pleasure,) occupy themnselves largely 1n trade
or in commerce on a small scale. They have
almost entirely absorbed the sale of cooked
meats, the peddling ot tin-ware, and analogous
methods of earning a livelihood. As cooks the
Chipese are preferred to all others, on account
of their cleanly habits. Their bad habits are
opinm-smoking and gambdling, and these Vvices
are very prevalent among them. Bu* I am
wandering from the labor question. The Foz de
Cuba, as the organ of the Cuban planters, pub-
lished an editorial on Wednesday demanding a
complete change of the laws and systems gov-
ermng the Chinese 1n Cuba. The Vor wanis
gome remnedy against the demoralization of the
Ctinere, that 18 to sBay, against the running away
of the Chinese from their owners: but it fails to
state the causes which produce this mis-called
deroralization, though 1t asks for a re-
formm of the establishments wherein runaway
Chivawen are confined. A runaway is capturea
somewhere in the interior, and is then placed
ip the nearest depot for suech offenders. If ithe
owner is not forthcoming within two or three
mounths, he 18 sent to the central depot at I1a-
vVana, where he is fed and clothed, and pays for
his naintenance by working on the public roads
and streets. The Voz complams that the China-
men in the Governmeut depot smoke apium
but wiy do the empioyes not Btop it ¥ The idea
of the bosiness is to send these Chinamen to the
plantations. but the best way to awoid the de-
moralizatiou of which Lhe Voz complains would
be for the Spaniards to 8top buyling, selling nad
importing them. Every erime brings 1ts own
punishment, and it is neither fair or lueiral to

vigit the sins of the planter on i1he heands of the
Chinamen.
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““REWARD OF MERIT."

The Government is now working to obtein the
title of Grandee of Spaiu of the first cluss to the
Cuban Marquis DE SAN MIGGEL as a reward for
his fidelity to the Spanish cause, an« for hisfame
B8 a snccessful ex-slaver, as o bard task-master
to his slaves. and a shiniug light on the Chinese
question and in the couneil of the ultras. Eev-
eral other men of the edme LK are to receive
decorations.

BRIEF MENTION.

VALMASEDA arrived at Cient negas on Friday
mght, and was received with a great deal of en-
thusiasm by the population. Ile was cloreted
for over an hour with several Cubiuns, who late-
Iy surrendered. During VALMASEDA’S abtisence
the Begundo Cabo, Gen. CARRO hus charge of the
Govemment.--.Among thosze Ekilled who came
In the Hornet were Mr. TOMAS AKCAYO, a Vene-
ruelan, and NicorLas TANCO. miodt probably s
Cuban. Masouic documceuts found on their per-
pons proved M:, AiCa%0 10 belosg to & Ledge in
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Noew-Granada, and Mr. TANCO to have beepn a
member of 8t. George's Lodgo, New-York.
The surrcoder business has extended to the
Eastern Department. According to a telogram
from Santiago de Cuba, nftv-six insurgents sur-

dered to Capt. GozmAx at Manzanillo. The
:P{:egram givesptne names of three, viz.. VICENTE
CABALLERO, AGGILEKA And FRANCISCO MORIANO.
....The surrenders to Major ARAGON coutinue,
twenty-five persons having surrendered ¢o bim
on Thursday, of whom ten had been members of
the band of Jrsus pur, SOL-.--Accqulding toa
telegram from Sanct: Spiritus. published in the
Diarto, it 18 reported by surrendered Cubans
that President CESPEDES, with a few followers,
was making desperate efforts to leave the island
by the north coast. This report has been stated
8o often, and always remained a report, that it
is difficult to place any contidence in it. The
other portion of the telegram, which states that
dissensions exist amopg the Cuban leaders in
the Central Deparument and Cinco Villas, 18
much more likely to be true....Three more
negroes, two men and a woman, have been ar-
mstedf 8?1 mgmosed aﬁcox?)plices:ns%he assassina-
10 the German, Mr. OBERBANER.
mon e - QUASIMODO.



