CUBAN AFFAIRS.
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The New and the 0ld Year—The Situn-
tion—Mintters at Holguin—Surrender
of Insurgents—Viexican Exiles—ener-
al Grossip.

From Our Own Correspondent.
HAavAXA, Saturday, Dec. 31, 1850.

Before this letter reaches New-York anoth-
er year will have been ushered nto existence,
and with it the continumance of the Cuban revo-
Iution. which the Spaniards persist in ealling an
insurrection. Appareatly there i8S nmo change,
and 1 many respecis we must admit that no
change of 1mportance has really taken place.
It is undoubtedly t‘rue that the number of Cu-
bans in arms, or rather of those who opposed tue
Spaniards, has decreased materially. The
Cuabans have also beent driven out of many dis-
tricts, wherein they formerly bad things their
own way. Butitis the opinion of cool and in.-
partial observers that we are no nearer to the
ond of the revolution than we were six or eight
months aro. Your correspondent has sources
of mformarion which are thoroughly trust-
worthy, and all the information received indi-
dates that the revolution will last a long time
yet, that much more blood will be shed, and
that the majority of Cubans and Spaniards are
complately 10 the dark as to the coudition of
affairs in the interior.

MATTERS AT HOLGUIN.

Holgmn ifself 18 again assuming thoe tranquil
aspect it has worn for some time, but the dis-
eovered conspiracy has frightened the peoplo
considerably, and the utmost vigilance is exer-
¢ised. Alchough the riongleaders were detected
and punished, there is no evidence that the con-
spirators have giveu up their plan, and the
flame may burst fosth when least expected.
The punishment meted out has been extremely
severe, eight men having paid the penalty with
their lives. The culpriis wero all natives of tho
jurisdiction, 2nd, what 18 more remarkable, all
wero active membders of the Holguin wvolun-
teors. The Spamards have always boasted that
the Holeuin volunteers.weore the most loyal, as
nearly all of themn were pnative Cubans: if this
be a sample of therr loyalty, the Spaniards had
better put a couple of sentries beside
each volunteer. A mninth accused was
sontenced t0 cight years in the Pem-
tentiary, and tweclve others were placed at
the aisposition of the Captain-General, to be
dealt with as he may direct. The plot was de-
nounced to the Spanisii authorities by a colored
mwan named JOSE VALENZUELA. How mach
VALENZUELA received for his services 18 not
known. At the investigation it apveared plain-
1y that the plan of the congpirators had been to
eapture the town of Holguin on Christmas Eve,
and wvot on the Stbh, as had Heen erroncously
stated. The death of AURECOCHEA and the de-
nouncement of the mulatto, produced the com-
pleto failure of the plan, which otherwise would
bhave been successful, and have enasbhlied tho
Cubans to have matters their own way., at lcust
for a tnne, 1a the jurisdictiona of Holguin.

SURRKRENDER OF INSURGENTS.

Surronders continue in very large nuambers,
over thires hunéred persons having como into
Pusrto Principe on a single day. All theso pre-
zentatos, or persons coming from within the in-
surgent lices, proseut, according to the state-
ment of several eve-witnesses, & most lament-
able sight, guch as would move the stoutoest
heart to pity and tears, Covered with but a
1¢ew misorable rags, somo of them full of sorcs
and disgustiing skin discases, these peopio have
sufferod hunger aad danger, ruiniugz their
healta, all for the salkke of seeing their country
freo. Thcy bhave beaeld their ehildren suftering,
and yci they would not sCbmit again to Spanish
rule ; hut suffering has beecomeo in many ¢ases too
great for human vaturoe to endure, and at last,
in order to preserve tho lives of their wives and
innocent children, they have come in, wailting
for a favorable change. Tho charitable peoplo
of the United States would do a great thing in
sending provisions, clothing and moncy to these
unfortunates, lcavicg tao question of gym-
pathy with ono or tho other of tho con-
tending factions entirely aside, and looking at
tho matter only in the light of charity.
Tho true reason for so many surrenders must,
hoswvever, be laokeed for in another direction.
During the Supmer months,but few Cubaus wero
necessary Lo wmaxe a stand against tho 8paniards,
but ag the dry season sets mn affairs must neces-
sarily ennnge, and larger fosces aro requived to
defend cvery monntain pass and ¢ross-road, un-
less the Spauniards be tacitly allowed to eapturo
the remannieg revolationists and execute the
leaders at pleasurc, Somo three wecks ago,
President Cesrroes called a number of hig most
promincat civil and wmilitary leaders (ogetner,
at Las Cabreras, and the expediency of a levy
en masss was there discussced, Nearly all of
thsse peesent voled in favor of i, though fore-
scelng vhiat 1f tho law vvas put in praetice, nuwm-
bers would try to leave tho insurgent lines and
remain nogy some Spanish detachment, without
takiog part in tho wilitary wovemonts. The
law was not preclaimed, nor has it boon put into
vigor generally, bul weasures have been taken
by the rcevolutiontsts to zociro an inercase of
their foree.

MEXICAN EXTLEY.

The Mexiean Ex-President £'rorx Zurnoaca,
who bas been vestding here for gearly ton years,
and wio had becn banighed hy JUartz, will re-
turn to Mcexico withio a fow days, taking aé-
vantago of tho reecent amuesty granted to old
swnners by the Mcexican Coungress, ZOLVAGA pub-
lishes a card io this morning’s Vez, thanking the
poople for the favors shown to him during his
stay. ZULOAGA i3 a wmaun of very narrow mind
and insellect, but he cujoys a cortain popularity
with tho Mcexican Church party. A number of
other RMexican refugzecs are algo returpi nz to
Mexico, wbile others romain here, Among

_$hose who will not retnrn i85 the cldess son of
@en. 8ANTA ANNA, who, in partonership with
Gen. A. MarQuiz, the so-called “'Liger of Tacu-
baya,’”” has a pawnbroking esviplisbmont, and
does a very good business, As pawnbrokersand
money-lenders, BANTA ANNA and MARQUEZ are
considercd to be i@ keenest aod most avari-
cious of their class. Ex-Minister J. M. Dueran
sticks to Lis buinese agan exchar s beoker, and
88 favorite amonr mnerchanta.

MIECELUANEG(R GOSeYY,

VALMASEDA has issued an order allowing eat-
tte to be imported into the rown 0f Suntiago de
Cuba freo of duty, and has alro placed AYATA in
Ppossession of the Postmaster-Generalship, from
which that gentleman had bLeen kopt Ly Gen.
RODAB. ... It ia catimated that the sugar ¢crop of
1870-11 will be wwonty-ive per cenc. less than
that of 1863-70. . 'Chie opera has not proved a
EToal succese, artistically speaking, aud the ounly
xeal artists who have aiso gained the good will
of the puablic are Mmes. FEDERICI apd Viz-
CONTI, 8oprani; 5ifies XaTg MoRUNXSI, contral-
10, and Siznor VILLANI tenor. Nearly all try
to flatter the peculiar tasta of the Havana pub-
lic, which prefers loud shouting and a strong
voice to artistic einzing. .. _'The vice of gambling
18 on the ncrease, and the Casinoe Hubanero and
upper floors of tne notortous Louvre ara crowd-
ed nightly; it is understond that VALMASEDA
will take sopie yteps to supprecs thig, but as all
these gambliug Lisls pay a regular galary to the
majority of Government employes, whosa duty
1t iy to provent gzmbling, it 18 cxtremely doubht-
fal whether the efforts of VALMABEDA wili prove
fruitful of goud results. QUASIMODO.



