CUBAN AFIAIRE.

Fenen's Minsion and itn Renuita—The Nit-
oalicr.—Erench nmnd EProassian Nawval
NMovements—T he Cultiure of Nugayry om
ihe Asland.

Trom Our Own QOorrespcendent.
JTAvVANA, Saturday, Jan. 21, 1871
One of the most delieate questions 1o bo

wuived. and one which must necessarily have a

wvery important influence on the Caban questicn,

s one which ¥ have refrained from referming to

until now, owing to the faet that only specalia-

L:0ous8 and rumors wero in ¢ircalation. 1t regards

tlue capture, imprisonment, aud faiure trial of

Air. JUAN CLEMEXTE ZENEA, who was ecotired

at the sawmo titne with Mrs. Axgra CLEPEDES, by

o). VERGRL. Mr. ZexeA ik a Cuban by tirth,

aund has alwayvs hold himself aleed from the

aaucing. Yazy and cock-fighiing portion of his
countvimen.  Endoewed  with  great natural
ahilitiex and with an  earnest  desire to
acquire knowledge, he was, at o cany
age. knewn as  one  of  the Trepresent-
artive faction o the enlighicned Cubuin minority,
and devoled in after years his education and
enerey 1o the laudable end of raiving the moral
and inteliectual eharacter of a wmajority of his

COUntrymen. The man's motives were always

respected. and at the outbreak of the revolution

e hield a very prominent position. In comimon

with almost every other Cndban, he had a great

hatred for the Spaniards. He desired his coun-
11y 10 be free, but Knowing the weakness of an

independent Republie, baving the (Central
and Sourh Amencan Republies as hwving
examples bhefore hig eyes, he very wiscly

chose the jonly siafe and prudent course in ad-
vocating annexation to the United States, a
eountry which he loved, nod wherein he had re-
sided. Until lately he did not. play a very prom-
ment role, bus the advent of the celebrated
NICOLAR AZCARETE soon brought him before the
yubhie, and ZENEA was chosen Dby AZCARETE,
wiio neld powers and inetruactions from the Colo-
mal Minister in Madnd to that effect. to go to

Mthba on the part of the Epamsh Government
and use hiz bost efforts in making an ar-
rangement with the Cabauns in arms, treating in
poerson with President CESPeDES and his Calbnnet.
That Lis mission was not from the Cuban Junta,
bat was of an ofiicial one, anthorized by the
£panmish Governiment, and of wnich the Captain-
Ganeral and the Howme Government had been
mnformed, is abundantly proven by the fiict that
he received a safe conduct, signed in the name of
the Swpanish Government by Mr., MaXRICIO
Lorez RoOBERTS, the Spanishh Minister to the
Vaited States.  Mr. ZENEA ran the blockade
szfely, and coon reacbed Cuban Head-quarters;
what he accompliskied there or what he
sadd, I8 & mystery, except from what
can be gathered from his papers. On this
the Spanish Government, or rather the Cnban
authorities and volunteer element will judge
antd attempt to convict bmm. Some of these
durnments prove beyvond 2 doubt that the Gov-
ernment in Spain has very different ideuss about
Caba from the Spaniards residing here. The
former recoguizes that Cuba 1s lost and that the
JEale is merely a question of months; the latter
Go not even dream of the possibility of the thing,
not oy on ac¢count. of their patriotism, but be-
«ance they acrmaily are not aware of the real
conditon of :iffairs. The Court-martial to try
ZENEA wiil undoubtedly be formed at an
varly day.and the prineipal eharee against him
will be that he falled to act ag an ambassador
of the Spaniards, that he was {alse to his trust,
and that in reality he only acted as an emis-
sary to and from the Cubans., Among the docu-
ments capiured is one from President CESPEDES,
whieh exhorts all Caban representatives abroad
To make every effort 1o uniting 6 have the inde-
rendence of Cuba recognized, and to have all
<panish Ameriva wunite against Spain, in case
ihe latter should delay any longee granting
t'uba her complete independence. Another docu-
ment demands from Spain that io the event of
The proposed treaiy of peuce being carried out,
aud i armwed oppositien to Spain should cease,
that Spaio shouid withdraw her troops three
mouths after the sigming of the articles. and not
f1X months later. as proposed. This proves two
things, namely, that the Cabinet 1 Spain is
auxions to come to an understanding with a
yowerful adversary, and that the revolutionary
party 1s much stronger and fuller of confidence
than the Hauvana journals would like us to be-
Jleve. At auny rate, the trial of ZENEA is some-
ithing wmore than the trial of 2 man ; 1t will he the
triil of a pation’s representative, and aithough
1be mersenger may have, and probably has,
Jailed ju the earrving out his instruetions, the
resull will be sueh as to clear away the false no-
tiong which the Spamards have of an ear] y cluse
of the war.

THE SITTTATION.

A= 2 ruie, the 8panish ¥Y’regs. and even the cor-
Trerpgndernts of toreign jonrnals, lay great stress
on the revolition in tire Central Department and
I'uerto Prineipe region, as if the sirength of the
revolution was m that guarter. If the revolu-
tion could be once snndued 1n the Eastern De-
Dartmeut, that of the Central would be an easy
matter. The Eastern Departmeut can hold out
longest avd offer the stoutest resistance. Tre
(ludan; Army 1 that pare of the 1sjand is, in the
Bret plice, mostly cowmmused of negrocs, wio
worked as slaves on some sugar or coffee planta-
tion. I peice should bLe restored. or 1! they
Rhould be captured, thexe inen
agzin be reduced to a state of bondage,
e whipped and  10i-fed, bonght and sold
like hog or cew: they Xuow as much,
thouceh gnorant and brutal in every cther
respeet. They are oflicered by competent men,
such a8 D1az amd others. These soidiers mneod
Lo inceative to tigkt, and the Blandishments and
bribes, which, when offered, may be acceptea by
@ white man of inuch or medinm education, are
nlirely thrown away on the blacks. Next m
swportance 10 the jnsurroction in the Eastern
Pepartment is tiat in 1he Cioco Villas,espeaally
Yilia Clara znd Sanceti Spiritus, where a siinilar
rigie of afinrs exizts, but where the twaterial of
the armny is mainiy composcd of whites, The
army eof the Camaguey has by far the Iargoest
nuawmber of educated Cubanes in its ranke. Noth-
ing can be said at present as to the probahle
couree of the war within the next four weoks s
1ho mere recounting of marches and counter-
1narches, skirmishes and Berimayes, Goes not
araoint to much, and although the conpter-guer-
rllas wil! bhe very act.ve, and may possibly cap-
tare sonie nnportant civil fMmuctionaries or men-
Lere of the Ciiban Chambers, the swar will rilnply
continue, particutlarly as long as the Cnban
Pariy in Madrid retains as muel m:fluence as 1t
coes at the prescut dav.

woltild

FRENCH AND PRUBRSIAN NAVAL MOVEMENTS.

Havana is viriually hlockaded by i Freneh
Bquadron. and the German stcamers aud ships
rim the blockade whenever they enter port.
The Browen steamer Hanacer lIeft on Wednesday
Booh, and at nightfal) returned to the harbor,
having sighted two French men-of-war, which
bad been signaled by the icokout on the Morro
("astle in Lhe mworning.  The new steamer Kols.,
of the same lisie, had arrived the saine
IIGTnitg  wiliont cocaimntering any Los-
'le sh.pa, €111 Thursagay, after dark,
hollh slratners Ift, tice  Honorer for Bire-
men, g the Aol tor New-Orleans.
4 rciooner which arrived here siaw the Rouln
€01 at full epeed, estimated gt lwelve knota,
shd a Freneh rmpan-of-war, {(probably the Talis-
tnaan,) about seven miles hehind her, 2and going
al the rate of ten kuots. If hoth vessels Xeep
Np the ssme rate of spreed the Frencbman will
Bardiy eat sauer-Krout this tune. The chase of
these steameras wae o hicky tuing for the Gertuan
Viark Alma Carr, which arrived Yesterday morn-
g from Holyheud, aftera Paskape of nineiy-five
Aayk. She had every stitel of capvas sct when
she ran toward the port, anl ag the rate she
went with a favorable wind even o Btesiner
cou!é hardly have caught hey,

THE COLTURE OF &UGAR,

The pianters are making sticouvis effors {o
continge the produciion of sugar in tie siaine
quantitics as hitberto, but they ece that the
want of laborers will gadly interfcere with thew
¢re long. If most of thess planters haa :he
rhghtest 1dea of what cunecience, humanity or
tair dealing meant, they could undoubtedly
oblain  the necossary help from  countries
where Jubor abounds. Afriea 18 closed againgt
thews, ang  paither the VUunited Stater n,p
Eugiand we on  thal ACCVLNL  eVer  resneny-

bered in the vwrayers of the planter.
Tbe Chimese are mnot anxious to come here,
because they aro better treated, fed and paid
in any oier country. Therefore, tho planters
have put i new dodge, or rither an old one re-
newed, into operation, several companies hav-
ing been formed to bring Mexicans from the
peninsula of Yuecatan as colongs, thus arranging
for contracted labor but slightly difierent from
slavery. The first fow contracts will nndoubt-
cdly be signed i a spirit of equity, but it is
equally certain that ere long the old practice of
roobing youug men and women will be put into
practice, smd people bemg afterward sold and re-
s0ld like 50 tnany negroes. Some ten yearsago the
Mexican Government prohibited this trafiie, and
1t behooves the same country to look out for the
ltberty and  interests of its citizens now.
Mexico has had a fair warning, as the ofticial
(7acele. publizhes the advertisement of Mrg,
FrAXCISCO Drsz TORRIENTE, CELESTINO DE LA
TORRIENTE. ANASTASIO DPE LE CRUZ GARCIA,
MAXNUEL GOXZALES PALOMINO and JOSE M. Sa-
LiXERO, announcing that they will bring colonos
from Mexico, and the consent of the Govern-
ment to carry on thias traflic is appended. Some
of these nanes given belong to wealthy planters
and old slavers. QUASIMODO.




