CUBAN AFFAIRS,

ARRIVAL OF THE STEAM-SHIP CITY OF MERIDA.

The steam-ship City of Merida, from Sisal
and Vera Cruz, via Havana on Jan. 12, reached
this port yesterday evening. By the courtesy
of Purser BENBEL, the interesting letter prmtod

below was promptly delivered at this office.

The Capture ot Mme. Cespedes—An Inter-
view With the Wite ot the Republican
President—Position of Revolutionary
Matters—A Tragedy Through Love.

YFrom Our Own Correspondent.
HAVANA, Monday, Jan. 12, 1871.
The most exciting event of the week has

been the capture of Mrs. ANITA CESPEDES, wile
of the Cuban President, and that of her escort,
Mr. JUAN CLEMENTE ZENEA, who intended re-
turning with fher to the United States, running
the Dlockade from one of the keys near
Guanaja. In order to give a full ac-
count of the affair, T can do no better
than to send the result of an interview between
Mrs. CESPEDES and s friend of your corre-
spondent, who was the only gentleman, except
80Ie members of her family, who was permitted
to Bee her. Mrs, CESPEDES arrived here
on Bunday night on the BSpanish man-
of-war Ohuruica, and on Monday my
friend called to see her at the Benifi-
cencia, (orphan asylum,) where she had been
ylaced by especial order of VALMESADA, insteed
of in the Panla prison. My friend found Mrs.
CESPEDES in a pleasant room beside that of
the Mother Supertor. After stating that he
sbhould like some information, which would be
published in New-York, Mrs.CESPEDES gave him
the following account of her departure from
within the Cudban lines and her capture :

~ “We left the interior,” ghe said, *‘ several days

- previous to our capture, and were waiting, ac-

companied by two satlors, who had come with

Mr. ZENEA, fora sloop to take us off, The calm

weathier prevailing prevented the sloop from

reacbing us at the appointed time, and we
were digcovered by the Spanish troops
and captured. I was mnot only well
treated, but taken care of by the Spamsh
officers 1n the kKindest manner possible. No
matter what my political sentiments may be, in
honor of the truth I shall always be thankful,
and shall land the geperons and gentlemanly
behavior of the Spamnish officers. The only tent
which the troops had was that of Brig.-
Gen. CHINCHILLA. A rain-storm came up, 2nd
the General marched to and fro in front of the
tent which he had ceded to me. They gave me
the best they had to eat snd were dellicate
enough to remove me to a safe distance when
they executed a number of prisoners takeno by

Col. BERGEL, 8o that I should not noticeit. On

our arrival at Nuevitas, I was placed in the

house of a private family, where I was
well  treated and furnisheQ with some
| clothing, of which I stood sadly in need,

all mine having been lost when my

} mother was captured some months ago. The

' Spanish officers asked me whether I had not m-

 tended to surrender to them, when I was cap-

| tured, 80 as to put the factin their report? 1

answered them no, and that I had only in-

| tended to leave the 1sland because I was 1ll,

- having suffered a great deal since my

- confinement, My baby died, and I have not

~been strong since, and am suffering still. The

. officers also asked me whether my husband had

' not been with me at the time of my capture $

I knew why they asked, and as I always tell the

truth, I told them that I had left him geveral
- days previous. The following questions were
 then answered by Mrs. CESPEDES :
CORRESPONDENT—I8 it true that there is so
much discontent among the Cubans and that
they suffer so terribly

Mrs. CESPEDES—Yes and no; they suffer as a
matter of course, and bickerings between some
of the officers also take place, but matters on the
whele are well orgapized; there is meat enough

In the Camaguey to feed the Spaniards and

Cubans for several years, and the Cubans

bhave planted sweet potatoes and bananax

everywhere throughout the mountains. 8alt is
abundant, aud éverybody is provided with it;
the Spauniards occasionally destroy the aalt
works, but these are again put into operation
the moment the troops leave.
CORRESPONDENT—Do the Cubans commit the
barbarities on 8panish prisoners they are

charged with by the Spapiards 3

Mrs. CESPEDES—No, Sir ; on the congrary, the
prisoners are well treated, and only ill treated

as & matter of retaliation. My husband’s son, a

young man of twenty-two, was executed sim-

vly because he was the son of CESPEDES. Young

Os5CAR held no rank in the army, and was only a

private soldier.

CORREBPONDENT—ATre the Cubans as deter-

mmined now as they were §

Mry. CEsPEDES—Yeg, Sir, they are. Many of
them will not give up under auy circumsatances.
When I bade adieu to my husband., he told me:
‘* If we trinmph, we shall meet again on earth;
if we fail, we shall meet 10 heaven,”

CORRESPONDENT~Who are the most prominent
military men in the Camaguey ncw

Mrs. CESPEDES—MANUEL B0OzA is Commander-
in-Chief; IGNACIO AGRAMONTE commands a
body of guerrillas, and BEMBETA heads some
very fine troops.

CORRESPONDENT—Does the paper money of
the Republic ciroulate freely now

Mra. CEsPEDES—NoO, 8ir, not now; gold does,
and if a peraon bas plenty of it he can obtain
almost everything, but the prices are fabulovs.
An ordinary dress-pattern worth about $5 costs
$17, eud 8o on in é)roportion.

The corrsspondent seeing that Mrs. CESPEDES
was fatigueq, refrained from asking any more
questions, and Jeaves the task to hia New-York
confreres, to whom the lady can speak frealy
and with more leisure. The Captain-General

gave her permission to leave for the United
States and join her family, and she will leave
this afternoon for Now-York on the Oty of

Merida.
PERSOXNAL.

Mr. W. J. STARKS, who has so creditably filled
the pasition as Herald correspondent, leaves
here today. Mr. STARKS was universally es-
teemed here for his qualities as a gentieman,

QUASIMODO.



