SWORD PRESENTATION 10 GZY. QUESADA.

Last evening about five hundred Cubans gathered
1n Irving Hall to witness te presentation of 3 sword
to the Caban General Queszda. The halt was spm-o)
priately decorated with the Cuban and Amsrlcan
flags, and presented a beautiful appearance. Mrssd

i Hernandez and Mrs. Villaverda presided, and thd
Iatter, in a short end appropriats speech 1o Spaniah,
presented the sword tothe General

She sald:—“We, the exile Cubans, do not congras
gate here 1o lay the laarel wreath of victory on the
lucky leader's prow. Valnly Would patriotlsm
shorten that glorfons moment, but & great many
‘bioody battles, & good deal of noble blood, a world
of sacrifices and effort separate us from Ii. Happy
those who Will survive to tne final trinmph. Asfor
myself, I may say thatif God wonld grant me sucha
glorfous boen I would estcerp 1§ the happiest mo-
mens of Iy life,

t13 ot now the potaf e corne hero to-
zeuxerto ex‘})ress openly how much ‘we ap)
the servico dona to our cuuntry by General Qnesads
1n one year of sontinuous ero-
cious Spanlards. We ; w encnmgs nlmm
new deeds of valor ana pamomm and with this
token of our admiration and_ appre ommn xorm_!
many public virlues we want g1ve
beforehand an mea of how much he )us to
expect  from grateful peoplo when he
me!: nh%ve umemmlr:glmtreedomm of vul Ly
‘work he has commenc P-ﬂﬂ‘ﬂ
entuusiasm. 5.

The sword or honor wh(ch tha Caban Iadles pre-
sent through me to you IS not a reward Dbestow:
npon ynu 1or yaur courage and services alone, bub it
cn n nnhm of lhe Cubans h 3 to '.ne

ans f onr 0w,
walung for meu' nonmed enlef m;f ha may leanl
them again ctory. ith tu.s sword I do nof
doubt o & mOMmERE buy iaat ot e General wi
cut asunder once and forever ma cham of Infamy
wita which the most despotic mel of nattou
Bas £ept Us down for more than Tores
It is Decausu we mut and bemve a9 mncn n Benl
2l Quesa e putthissword into his h:
wnere 1t wﬂl Decﬂme. ‘Wo doubt not, & sword olnm'
{othe common enemy, and for the people of Cuba &
sword of justice and right. 9
en a responded in @ few remarks}
during whi ne s;ud he thanked e Dnhan ladles
of New York, Ir ihe bottom of hias heart, for the
mmasome and Substantial teken of sbeir esteem 3
; e assared them that he should make every
‘ eﬂ'on m his power io comply With thelr wishes and
galn me mdependence of hisbeloved land.
e was a great deal of enmushum dxspmed
dnnng the entire meeting, and b &
frequently interrupted by me nnn nse 0! me
audience.



