CONGRESS ASD CUBA

Our  Shillyshally, Halting Policy—General
Banks Needing a Spur—Dangers of Further
Delay in Recognizing Cuba—A Change of
Bass Not RNecesaanly Causing &
Change of Premiers—~Why Secre-
tary Fish Need Not Resign.

WASHINGTON, Juue 4, 1870,

Posy Cuba—whleh, to some,
13 on 1ts very last legs now, and, according to oth.
ers, posgesses just as mucn fAghting vigor as ever—
hasbeen kept very promimently before the public
for over two weeks by the spicy debates In Con-
gress, the publication of Banks’ report and the con-
ficting rumors from Havana. The confident pre-
dictfon that Congress would do something inthe
Iine of asserting & boid natlonal policy on the sub-
Ject has not been falfitled. Procrastination, the (nsid-
lous thlef of time, I3 at work with our lawmakers,
Iu this vital bustness ofatd to Cabs the policy scems
to be delay, delay, delay. “Let ©s first dispose of
our tariff,”” says one member. O, yes, you have
our sympathy, and we Wil display 1t m 3 tell-
iog manner. Bat let us alone until we
fix up the reduction of tases,” says an-
other. ¥ am with yow, heart and
soul,” says a third; “but you know we cannot neg-
lect the appropriations. The government can't bo
run as the end of this month unless we shall have
vyoted it pecuniary supplies.” In the mean time,
while all these sympatliettc protestations and pro-
mises are be oz made, a cargo of pickaninny, little
legislatlve measures 13 floated turough Congress,
and yet the cry aboutCuba i3 “Walt, wair, wait.””
“Uave a lttle patlence.” “Give us a ltile more
time.”

Wag ever such & miserable, dilly-dallylng policy
pursued by a great goverament before oa & question
of such vital tmportance to it3 own interests? Was
esver such shameful neglect committel? Here we
are, the greatest and freest Power on the
globe. OQur boast i3 that we have a heart
big enongh to sympathize and arms lusty enough to
succor all the strugzling natioualities of the globe
In their efforts azatnst tyranny. And yet here at
our very doors Is a little people battling in thesame
canse ag impelled our forefathers to contend with
OIt England, battling nobly, too, for stxteen or
cighteen months against the oppression of cruel
and rapacions rulers, while we refuse to give them
even a word of ratlonal cheer and encouragement.
Worse sifil, our own American cltzens are but-
chered In Cuba without cause, by the bloodthirsty
Spanlards, and when two sterling representatives,
ke Logan and Voorheas, call loudly and elojuentty
for actlon tie reply I3, wait for the tari, hotd up tiit
we fix the tax or tarry yet a lttle while tiit we
adopt the appropriatlons.

Congressman Voorhees well told hls fellow mem-
bers the other day that our government coutd Take a
lesson from Great Britaln, who never failod o pro-
tect bier eitizens, the wide world over. prompily and
thoroughly, boklly and firmly, never stopping till
she recovered jusilce or eaforced saltsfacion. Mr.
Voorhees? description of the style in which Enzlaad
punished the Abyssmisn Theolore for outrages to
Bntish subjects ought truly to maks Americans
biush for the fmpunity with which theirbrothren
have been harasse¢ and batcherad on 2 soil almost
within sight of taetr ow:a territory and belonging to
2 weak and totterloz despotism.

With 0 many causes of grievance azalnst Spain
 for the dellberate and coid-blooded muzder of inof-
fenslve Amerleans, it i3 worso than neslecs to allow
a moment’sdelay inUemanding adequase lade:anity.
Tt exposes us to the charze of bamzmen-spirited
and Jacking in that high sense of diguity which
places national honor before doilars and cents, which
1znores every triting consideration, even such asthe
migaty Schenck’s mighty tariff and the stalworth
Dawes’ appropriations, when such great 1ssues are at
stake as the Immunity of an American citlzen
abroad.

Don't it scem & bare possibility that the great
amerfean nation would pardon its Congress if it
would Iay aslue for a few days, aye even fora week,
1t3 dreary monotones concerning finaxace, taxation,
ways and means and the like, and enter heart and
sout with the spitit of 76 and 1812 {nto his business
of Spanish 1nsults to {t3 facr and Spanish slaughter
of its citizens. It really seems aa though sucha
thing were possible, and that the eonsequence would
mot be an entlre disarrangement of the executive,
leglstative and judicial economles.

But to be serlous. 1 am almost despalring of Banks,
Tie 13 too stow apparently, or too scacy of defeat.
Ifyon ask him wken ne s guingto press the fight
on hus resolut.on aad report, he answers:—*Just as
soon a3 lcan getachanc.” “Why don’t youdo ic
now?”’ yon may chance to Inquire further, “Oh,
‘well,” Banks repudes, “I don’t want to ris< a defeat,
1 wand to bring up the matter when the whols
House ~will give me its aitentlon and
when 1 won’t be clasiing with other interests.’”
And 8o Banks geoes on from day tolay,

Joang chanc's ami perliling the canse of Cuba
itset. For suppore while Banks procrastinates
some overwhehning dl-aster should fall upon the
Cuban patriots—some disaster wawh wouid crush
out the rebeillion attozether—what goodt wounld then
be Dis report and resolution? Of whas avaul his gen«
c:ig&xs Sympail lcs" 1113 eloqnent sentences and splen-

g0 'y Wou
lost, andt perbaps forever. ‘the “ever fawthfal?
would be feitered more strongly than ever by their
Spunisih masters and the novle aspirations of a gal-
lant people for independence effectually destroyed.

1513 possibie that General Banks may pluck up
suficient cournze 1o ask Rext week tie attention of
tlie honse to Lhid subje-t, an attention whin I feel
conflient would be denied by not more than o dozen
members.  But 1 (ear te will Wit stul longer, untit
Logan and Veorhe2s spur ilm on to actton..

WILAT LOGAN AND VOORIEES PROPOSE.

I have Informed you already as to the programme
agrecd npon, aud L now regeat it. It 18 the Ilnten-
tionof Logan andt Voorhees, should Banks let the
matter drag untll Monday we:x, tocall it op them-
s2lves on tirat day, and beg the House to give It im-
mediate consideration. Thenr Generat Hauks may
be sure he wiit get hig long locKed for opportanity,
and if he faus te Improve 1t ae will kive no one to
plame but hhiself. [am unwdling to believe that
che House witl fat to snstain hum i resoluttons
ureing recogmition of the Cabans, and demanding
indemnity of the Spamards for thelr wRsults to the
1lag andd outrages upon the cliizens ot thc United
Stated. I feel confident that shoald sach resolutions
pas3 the louse they would be convnrred in by the
Senate, spite of whateier opposlilon Mr. Sumaer
migat make ; and I have good assurances thas then,
Congress having plainly spoken its will, President
Grant wouwid gla'lly change his policy and
seize the ocrasion to add nmew laurcls to
his name by ubhotding the honor and sacred charac-
ter of vur dag and ettizensiup I sich manner as the
exigencies of the cassrequire. In do'ngso e would
oniy be falthful to ni3_promises wnen fic Lok the
oath of otfice. Taen hg solemuly declared he would
hold to no policy not in unison WRA the popular
wilt.

FISH NEED NOT RESION.

Tn theevent i such a happy a:-ord 0Zcarring be«
tween executlie and lezislative IS would nok follow
necessarily that ¥eeretary Floh snould resign, In-
deed, in common fatrnesd [ think it is dae to Mr.
Fish to state thad he 13 not the stubborn man p:ople

suppose. e has not single-handed and a.one cone
tended for the past do-cotning pollcy toward Cuba.
1n pursuing tie course ne did ne had the confldence
and approbation of thu Prestdeat. Should Congress,
therefore, demand a ctunge in that policy
tac  responsibility therefor, for weal or for
woe, would be upon Congress, not upon Fisn.
The latter would not feel huded; ne woud not con-
suler It necessary to throw up lus portfoliv, any
more than Generiil Grant would consider it mcam-
bentupon himsels to resign the Presidency. 1make
this explanation becanse some peop:c tiunk that the
President hesitaes to declare for Cuba only because
of i3 friendship for Fish, and his unwillingness ty
mortify the latier o 10 Lake 3 Step rendering neces-
sary the withdrawal of Ais Prenuer. 1I¢ i3 but a
sorry compliment to the President to suppose that
ke would sacrifice the will of the whole natlon, 13
interests and honor, for the sake of on¢ Cabinet
mtnister or the whole of them. 1 have reason to
know that both the President and Secretary Fish
‘woulit hait as a dectded relief any action by Congress
which would transfer iroun the shoulders of the ad-
minlstrafton the responsibllity of change in o policy
Which they have conmsclentlously betleved tobe just
and_proper. Let, therefore, General Banks hurry
up hts report, which the whole country has now
read, and let Congress back lum up hearuly 1o what-
ever recommendations le may make, provided they
go 1ar enough In assertion of American honor..




