CUBA.

A SEARCH FOR CUBAN LEADERS.

Boconnowsancs Over the Sisrra Cabitas—Paucity
of Reaalts~Military Sl of Insurgents—
Cubans Accused of Poisoning Springs—
Dissppearance of Valmaseda—Report
from the Pastsrn Department—
Another Gross Oatrsge on
sn  American Citizen.

TAvaN4, Jane 15, 1870,

Tho Slerra Cubitas lies to (ho ¥est of the lne of
rallroad between Paerto Princips and Nuevitas, ex-
tending to tho Jiguey river, which empttes tnto the
8ea opposite Cayo Romano. It is remarkable for its
gloomy recesses, its diffficult passes and extensive
caved. Lylng, with reference to the coast, opposite
the point of embarkation usnally selected by ths in.
surgents when leaving tho island, 1t has been used
habliually asa place of concealment whils watting
&n opportunity 10 4o 0. Asthe Spanish aunthorities,
cither affectedly or really, supposa that many of the

ry leaders are
to escape. It was thought that a careful and minute
reconnoissance through the Slerra mentioned wonld
be likely 1o result tn a rich prize of prisoners. With
tsend tn view sevoral columns which had beea
g over the C were and

commenced their march from Guanaja, on the coast,
10 which polat they were robably taken in Iannches.
On reaching the mountalns the column was broken
into several detachments, and a very minute exami-
nation was made throughout the section.

Areportof the result is furnisbed usin an extra.
ordinary issue of the Gazeife. It starts off by sa.
nounciug a losa to the enemy of 164 kulled, seventy-
nlne prisoners, 1,114 presentados, one banner, two
archives, more than 500 horses, much ammaonition,
two rafts, five boats and some arma. ‘The Spaniards
had seventeen wounded, two of arhom had dled from
the effects. There was but one formal encounter,
and that with a party commanded by Antonto Rodri-
guez, celled Madrinales, mmerl: of the Spanish
army, This party bad constructad over the river
Maximo a bridge, defended by many of the resources
of military art. It comprised a point of passage to
the river where 1L wa3 not fordable. Itwas com.
manded by a fort from which a cross-fire conld be
opeaed upon it, and was only approachable on three
sides, by narrow serpentine paths, through marshy
ground. Within this had been constructed all tte
barracks necessary for the garrison, which, In its
composition and the temper of 1:s chiefs, presented
a cohesion, 8 boldness and strategy without example
among the incurgents. As says the report, from
this abode, which they considered {mpreguable, they
made in which were horrible
cruelties on the unfortunates who fell into their
hands, and, more than once, when threstened by the
trooDs, they retired withont dispersion, contrary to
the practice of the Insurgents,

As s00nt a3 the exstence of this place became

known the command of Colonel Bergel, \vnlcn ar-
Tived first near the polnt, was ordered to at! and
destroy it. Tue insurgents, novrevcr,dld Lot a:reud
the posmom bat by a secre! t ath passed to the

Sierra, where they were met by the marines of the
Isabel 1a Catolica, who attacked them, killing the
chief, Madrinales, and another, thought to be Fran.
cisco Aguero, from letters found on his person.
Aside from thls party only small mnp! of from ten
10 tWenty men Were seen.

A list of chiefs Killed on this and other occisions

o

jue Ez.
Rogxsx'nldo qbsnnnez. scar Cespedes, Luis Rivero,
Manuel Cai nnom. Rafael anlm. Fernando Pujol,
X, Labords, Pedro 1usco, doaa Disz Ums, Bantiag

'me uuam of Dr. Forla, the insnrgent l[mlsur or
War, from a fever, 18 _reported. cupedes 13 881
have zbandoned the Ceotral Depm

1t 13 stated that the insurgents are vr polsoning
those springs of water wnlcn the Spantsh soldlers
are Likely to drink, and that on one oemmn
the Caralan volunteers szgly two men
the very act, An alle order ol Ignac! 10

gramonte is pnn‘lshea in which the de:tmn—
tion of the ecanefelds 13 dirce
10is0) of the spring at Sabana )\ueva. Tnu
charge1s & very old one, and has been made by one
side or the other dunnx almost every clvil war of
wmcn hu ryspea\& It 18 eaay 1o make and difi-

cult to refate, usual, no oneé has been pol Mne\l.
nnd;v. 1s exmmcl, doubtful I tnere Is any truth
nw

N arier mluurr oper;mans are reported from
the (mxml Departm

“The Fanal ot x’ucrw Pnnclps to the 11th contalny
the !ouowlnz items of 1

Un the 3d were sbot tn lhnl clu Don Luis Medal,
Don Istdro Garcta and Don Almetda, of the
Umon expedition. Thethrec Erl\onexs recently cap-

ured on Cayo Xomano, and who 1t was thought had

mreu false names, haa arrived. They bad been on

who had been suffering from a fever, i3 quite Te-

stored.

‘The ralns had not set in, but, it is claimed, mill-
tary operations will not be suspended. ¥rom Hol-
guin, the 10th, It 13 announced that tranquiility
reigns throughout tne jorisdiction. Ferrer, who 13
in command tiere, Iepors one or two small en.
countera of no luterest or importance. What has
become of Valziaseda 18 a quesilon which 1s now
agluung the public mind. He could notsay and

be sald of leds were he consizned to the towb of the
Capulets or of any other family. A nuwber of weeka
has passed without any report from him or mention
of hus nawe iu the journals, A long report of affairs
in the Eastern Department, where ostensibly he
commands, appeard In the Ofcial Gazelte, but no
1eicrence 13 Mads 10 lum. _This report 1s Dot satls.

tegTity, LUt is raiber calcuiated to aford gratuica-
t‘on 10 the ungodly rebels who have ho pme tn me
lamed cxxm.‘nlun "sonw: Espaioles,’”
Fea! and  the cnnmuon ol
e roz 3 ls nrfuL Nevertheless, the no-
cutlon of the m,sxutenu Das not ceascd, though
“lhey manage 10 eclude the vigilance ot oar
troops and to ahun all serious encounter.” As none
are met with 1n M:umx tllo it {s claimed the parties
there are diminishing. In DBayamo_various col-
umns continue ln nur it of Mod esto Diaz, but the
gm:.m'lonu which this chief takes, the system which
¢ Lias of placing advance guards at a considerable
distance from his position, his not remaimning 1n one
Pllce more than a day or two, combined with us
L knowledge of the country, render his cap-
mre dificult. A numoer of small fights are
ported.
Dates from Santiago de Cobs to the 8th hm. an-
nounce ihe arrival of General D, José M
(.ll\of the pew governor, who had assamed ma du~

his position, No mul:uu operations reported.
An omcial report from Santo Clars, the 1st, says
that afier Manuel Ca Sl had presented

vices 10 tbe government Lhe other parties who
‘were wandering through Camarones and Cumana.
ua

Cienfuegos. A conaldenbla force was sent out
agalnst them, which they managed to elude, and

becn lnuad but nomlng determinate has been ac-
complis|
From Sauti Espiritn and Moron come reports of
€N encounters. Among some gocuments cap-
lmﬂ ‘were found some very umngem orders agalost

T woun

Gibara 10 the 10th mention an altack by the fnsur-
gents on 8 cnnvoy movlnz to Lag Tunas, in which |
they were driven o 1n Trinidad, on the Sth, was
shotthe youta D. José Y ‘erguera, for moy&t{i

The recent discassion of the Phillips cass in Coa-
gress has not been gatticient to prevent a oanunu-
’ume of outrages upon American citl

mi
the Spanish government many years ago. Duany is
about Liventy-two years of age, was born in Cuba,

& room umuxmng othing but abmten
chalr, not even belng provided those n
‘which, 1n all civilized countried, are accorded to tha{

best 18 hike! wmulnenoullyw him. The matier

has been represenied to Washington, but it is per.
haps nopcxw 10 €Xpect any energetic ncuon from
that quarter,




