Tuhe P and on
Cabun  Affalrs.

Everybody waé taken by sarprise on sceing
the messago of tho President on Cuban aflairs
published on the very morning of the
day when the whole gquestion relating to
Cuba was coming up fin Congress, It
appears that this messago was sent to Con-
gress rather late In the afternoon of Monday,
and it is said the President hesitated to sign
it until two o'clock, one hour before it was
despatched to the Capllol. The motive for
sending the message at that particular time is
apparent to every one.  General Banks was to
make bisreport and there was to bea discussion
on Cuban affalrs the following day (yesierday),
and the President was anxious, no doubt, to
place his policy and position relative to Cuba
ia the most favorable light, It was a sort of
coup d'clat to head off any possible action of
Coagress that"might prove inconveateat or em-
! ing to the administration

The real polat of ihe President's argument
inlis message is that the Cubans have not
established such a position ia the warasto
entitle them to recoznitioa by this government

a8 belliperents, and that to accord to them
?aucb rccognition would Iead fo embarrass-
'ments beiween the United States and Spaln, '
and possibly to war. Goneral Graat has ap-
prebension of trouble and wanfs peace. Hia
language on this subject Is dircetly Lo the point,
Hesays in themessage: “If it bo war between
Spain and Cuba, and be recogaized, it Is our
duty to provide for the coas:quances which
may ensue in the embarrassment of our com-
merce and interference with our revenue, If
belligerency be recognized the ships of the
commercial marine of the Uniled States be-
come liable to search and to scizure by the
commissioned crulsers of both parties, and
they become sabject to tho adjudication of
prize courfs. Our largo cosstwise trade be-
tween {he Atlantic and the Gulf States, and
between both and the Isthmus of Pavama abg
the States of South America, engaging the
larger part of our commercial marine, passes,
of necessity, almost in sizbt of Cuba, Under
the treaty with Spain of 1795, as well as by
the laws of nations, our vessels will ba liablo
to visils on the high seas, In tho case of bel-
ligerency the carrylng of contraband, which
now i3 lawful, becomes liable to the risks of
seizure and d fon.” The Presi
says nothing about an American policy In this
bemisphere, the Monros doctrine, the diffusion
of republican ideas and institutions, the rights
of o colonlal people struggling for indepen-
dence, or of the sympathles and Interests of
the Amerlcan people in the struzgle of the
Cubans, except In general ferms ia the com-
mencement of his messaze ho refers to the
“‘feelings and aympathies of the people and
government of the United States for tho
people of Cuba as for all peoples struggling
for liberty and self-government.” He confincs
himself sirictly to his vlew of the condition of
the war and the dangers thal beset the United
States in case of favoring the Caban csuse,

“Let us have peace” is the motto of the
President, and in this the American people
will sny amen, so long as the dignlty, honor
and cherished policy of the couatry are not in
question. Some may doubt if Spaln would
venture fo make an Issus or go to war with
the United States, should our rovernment re-
cognize the belligerency of the Cubans or
otherwise favor the cause of Cuban indepen-
dence; but the President ought to know best,
and be belng the Exccutive his opinfon should
have due respect.  No one can doubt the valor
of General Grant, but it must be remembered
that “prudence is sometimes tho botter part
of valor,” We-are a great nation, doubtless,
and in American affuirs we ought to be and
can be supreme; but we have had cnough of
war lately, The President wants peace, and
under {hat to pay the enormous debt of the
nation, This is bis policy. The Spanish gov-
erament, we suppose, has spoken very plainly
and decldedly to ours, and we, who are

 not behind tho scenes, mustgive due credit to
the administration for its hensi Wo
are told by the President, however, that eaer-
getle remonsirances have been made o the
government ot Madrid against the atrocities of
the war fn Cuba, the murder of American
citizens and the gross insults to the American
flag. We know, too, that the Secrelnrx of
Stato many months ago officlally described all
these in Lis despatches to our Minister at
Madrid. But the administration has, no doubt,
some ossurances, or, at least, soma hope,
that Spatn will act more like a civilized nation
in the war, and will give ample satisfaction for
the murder of American citizens and insulis to
theflag. At any raio the policy is to attend
to our own affairs ot home and {olet Cuba
work out her destiny as she best cap, with the
full expectation that in time, by some means
or other, that island and all the rest of the
Antilles will fall into the lap of the United
States. .

‘The subject in Congreas on General Banks'
Cuban resolutions, and particularly the ardent
speech of the General bimsclf, has aronsed a
great deal of feeling, The Secretary of State
“was severely attacked, and through Lim the
Presid indirectly. Tho go of the
President even wes said.to have been pre-
pared by a well known agent of the Spanish
government, who hLappens to occupy a
distinguished position at Washington as a
lawyer and former Cabinet Minister, General
Banks and other promineat men ia the repub-
lican party bave come to a direct issue with
he adminisiration on this Cuban question, and
{here is no saying what may be the conse-
quences. Party considerations and necessity
are strong, and, Congress belng overwhalm-
ingly republican, the administration may carry
through its policy. Ijowever, the fight is not
over in Cuba nor the question in this country,
The Cuban cause has recelved a heavy blow,
the Spanish government has reason {o be
thankful and grateful, and the prospect is that
General Grant'a cherished peaca policy will
not be endanrerad.




