Decline of Spanish Power in Cuba=Feund Be-
tween the Regulars and Volunteers.

It would appear that the only foundation for the
stery that a coalition between the voluntears of Cuba
and the patriot army has occurred is to be found in
the reported unpleasantness between Captain
General De Rodas and Count Valmaseda. When
De Rodas took the field in the district
‘where Valmaseda commanded a question arose as
10 the seniority of the rank. DeRodas and Valma-
Ecda are both lLieutenant generals in the Spanish
army. Bat Valmaseda’s commission 13 the older of
the tno. According to the rules of the
Sram:ch army this seniority of date would
not permlt Valmaseda to act under De Rodas as
@ mulitary officer, and 1t ssaid that this circum-
stance led him to withdraw or resign, or refuse to
obcy. Whatever the precise fact may De, it is be-
lieved here that there has been no persozal difficulty
in the case, and that there 1s no truth whateverin the
Tcport that the volunteers and Cubaus have a private
understanding or concert jof action, But that the
‘volunteers will in the end prove to be the real con-
querors of the Spaniards in Caba is not deubted in
official circles here.  This, 1t is betteved, will be done
without the co-operation of the patriot army. Our
government has information teading to show that |
the purely Spanish infiuence 13 waning in Ceba and
that the volunicers are gaining a streagth and
power which must sneelily result inacnsis disas-
trous to Spaaish rule. Lettersfrom American agents
in Cuba represent that all the Cuban and Spanish
leaders, with 1he exception of De Rodas mmself,
arc lucompetent, and that they will never, asat
present managed or guided, accomplish anything.

The government has, up to this morning, received
0 oftictal despztehes in the least degree confirming
or strengthening the report that volunteers have
seized Morro Castle, as receatly reported.

Return of General Jordan frem Cunba.

A prominent friend of Cuban independence says
the reason why General Jordan left the Cuban army
18 that he had engaged it inat service for only one
year, which time has expired; but be is now on his
way to this country, accompanied by two secretaries,
as an accredited agent of the insurgents.

The meizure of the Aspinwall—A m. Bilt for
I)mn;e&f N

‘The owners of the American steamer Aspmwm,
‘which was seized by the Spaniards and afterward
released on demand by Secretary Fish, havé Made 3
very big claim for damages. They want a good
round ‘sum forthe act of selzare, and $300 per
day likewise for detention, and expect they
will xet it all It 13 said we fq ever, that they
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have 11t cunice o fea icsfal expocts-
tions, Information 2t the State Department reads
to the conclusion that the entire value of ihe veasel
18 not more than about $10,000, and that thereal
dsmage sustained by the owners 1s Infimitely less
than that claimed.




