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CUTUBA,.
EXECUTION OF THE BROTHERS AGUERD.

Sketch of Thoir Carcer—Pursuit and Capture—
‘Wonderful Feat of Endurance—Their Trial
and Sentence—Sympathy for Their
Fate—Unczampled Herolsm—Do-
tails of the Execution

TIAVANA, Moy 17, 1630,

On Saturday Jast Spanish flavana was gratified
writh the exccution by the garrote of twvo young men
of good Wirth, supcrior cducation and gentie man.
ners, for the crime of resisng Spani:h domication
1u 1bis feland ana fighting for what tha Amerlcans
Jdeem the fnalicpable ¥ight of  sclf-government.
They died with peifect calmness and serenity, wia
ning reluctant admiration from thelr cnemics and
many ap expression of sympathy from others.

Gaspar nnd Dlego Agtero, respectively twenty-
£1X 2ud (Wenty-1wo years of age, were born futhe

1ty of Paerto Princlpe, rons of Don Constantino
and Donna Graciana Aguero, both belenzing
10 the od blue-blood familles of Czmnguey. The
oldest was educated jn Parls, the other fa New York,
in which latter place both hed 1csided for a
considerable time. Tucy were both highly accom-
Picked adepts §n all rhysical excrelscs, Fpeaking
many and with the

of all. Gaspar was in Pucrio Princpe when tho
insurrection broke out, having recently icturned
thither from France. e wos among the first who
ook the fleld after the {nangaration of the Yara to-
®urrection, and was placed in command of one of
the small parties of insurgents, JIe 1ook posscssion
©f San Miguel after iis abandonment by the Spane
iards, of which place he was nameca Governor.
On the retreat of Valmascds from Boullla he
warched out of the town ond walted for the
troops near Faso del Saladilo, Jere his raw
recroite yan away after firing a few shots, where-
uron he dropped upon one knee, with Lis Spencer
carbine fn his land, end continued firing with
deadly alm upon the Spantards until he was sur-
rounded and captured. He was tricd and sentenced
10 death; butupon the intercession of the Bpanlsh
ofcers, who were strack wilh )8 audaclons hero-
1sm, his sentence was commuted to imprisonment
for ten years, Me was sert to Havana ana placed fn
he Morro, from whence e was yeleased under the
amncsty proclamation of Dulce, but wos ordcred to
Bpain, Arrjved thers he was unconditionally re-
cared by the Regent and at once procceded 10 New
York, Tie the Lillan

‘which, it will be recoliected, proved a faflure, the
wvessel puiting into Wilmington, N. C., when it was
scized by the American government,

Procceding to New York, heat once commenesd
preparations for anctuer attempt 10 ¥each the asland,
“Though it cannot be positively stated, yet it is pro-
Lable that his vrothcy was with him the greater
Lart. ir not ail, the Uwe afler s iecturn fromn

arope, where they had mrt and safled tozulber
for New YoiK, Le this 28 11 may, a suort th: . belore
akelast expedition of bolm.an xhe W b.others,
Wilh four otLersd, Ut one of the L. mn Keye Liaa
open hoat and eqicly reacs.ed the {-lan, 1ive 1es
served with the asarpents, folning um orria o8 L
arrival ana rcnm'niuz With him vutd he Wis &
rected to yroce.d Lis missucn to Mesico.
whitner - taey 1rerc to fce mpary him. The
facls of e disccvery of the purty &s ll.cy
were about puttieg  off  from  the Koy
Gualaba Ly one of the gunuoaty, tbeir yctarn and
compulsory abandenment of thelr boat, 18 fawaliar to
ihe readers of the IUCRALD, and nced not be re.
peated here, ~ Ader Wander.ig Sout Tor @ Tew days
and sealizing thet they must soon be captured or die
of hunger the prothers delermined 10 £Wwim 10 the
Cayo Romano, a distance 0f ouc and a half mm:s

and dangers of the passage, thar hiigh pnyslcal
trnmng coabled Lthow 1o umumuush it maamy-
bLut on approachiug Cayo Romano, a state
nudity, they were oLscned by xumy of mannes
and chptured, Irom that moment thelr wmarch
30  1be  BCa! nl nm caced.  They  were
{r on ard guoloat, from thence

ansferred to the uc:\'ner Pajaro del Oceato, eud,
1 charge of an ofiicer and four marines, brov u,hn,o
Havana. Irom the tune of thelr capturg they
maintatned the nost nerect tCren.ty, cating, sleep-
dng, reading and chating with (he oilicers, as though
©on 8 pleasure eXCursion.,

The brothers were uied Ly court martial, and
wentenced 10 dic by the garroie.  Lven the
Spaniardz, who scldom have a 1car for their cpe.

mics, were atccled LY tllelr.unusmmlng, yetnoble,
beaung, and it 18 stated taet the Spanish ohicer
‘who delenaed them gt one stage of the jrozcedings
‘brokeinto an nnconiroliahic fit of weeping. Aftertae
sentence was read to 1hem they turned and grasped
each othei's hands, witk a chicerful smile, and spoke
& few words in  Lnglish, not wundorstood by
those around them. but regarded as words of affee.
tlon anocnc.uurng ment, Tiey werc at once placed
3n the caplila, When two Jesnit priests were sent
them. These they Taceived with gentle coarte ¥,
vut decltaed 1o receive the consolrtums of tié
©hurch, proferstngz themseclves Ratio.atists, The
pricsts were fascinated Uy thesr mauner and bears
ing, and afterwerds weic loud in their cncominms
npon them, They were subscqucutly taken 10 the
!'rlncipe tonre«s, !be hour of four Sauuday evun

ung fixed for the cxccution. An Lnmensc
uuwd guthered, nnd 118 csummcd that rull 7,000
x\cople were preeent.  The scatfold had been vully
highin order that the spsciacle—for as sach

wns nlnwnucd—m\"m be witnessed by all

Hefore being taken 10 execation the irons Were re.
moved fromm them that they nught bid cach otner
um\vcn. As the chiaing diopped d1oa them ey
cuibraced cach otlier, the elder guic:ly semaihing. r

rench, “Mourons tranquiies et suns parler’—Let
us dle tranguilly and without sbeaklag. The younz-
est jcsned f1om the fortress fhisy, and was marchel
on foot 10 thc futal Apot, & distauce of neor hall a
mile. Ie walhed euy, sutoking the Cuban's in.
evitable cigerette, which Le threw fromn Lim at the
Ioal. of um scn Told, Remarking the dstunce,

510 to the priest, “me woy i8 very

mm. 1 shall Ve tired before I ©ach there.”  On
arnving Lic, of | ms OWa mot o1, m.mcd limself in the

chadr, and obséaving Lhat 8 wils 100 Ltgh Yose again
that 1 might be adyusted. 1le¢)daced 1us Lead fu the
collar when the prfeet chiecked the executioner £.r
a momenl acam requert'ng Lim 1o confess. ns
only resp “Acaba pronts” Lnih quickly
The lmz:e nc,;r.» bcmnd terned The fatal clank, &
ufmun\odlc thiusting fo1ward of th lower pait«f
1he body folioed, and a o sal there dead, The

corpse was mkux f1om tue ch:nr and Jaid upon the
lavorm, covercd by a plec vas,

When the eider brother, uno mc.\u\\ hile had heen

marching fiomn the fortress, mounted the scatold, hc

puzed at his dead brotuir )y iug there, and, Jooking
around upon the ypeople, seetned dbout to spcn\,
‘wien the droms Legan beating, An anusel snule
stoleoer his featurcs. He £eated himself in the
chalr, declined the ofier of the priest and ja an in.
£tant had goue 1o joln the other, winle loud shouts
of “Tira Lspafia " brohe froia the volunteers i at
tendance and the populace.

1n personal eppearance Ule nrothers Aguero wers
unu:uaily prepossessingn  Of the 1%w0 the younger
wag the faller,  They Lad Gerl eyes and haly, ke
helr race, and in ike.r death manife-led a stoleism
worthy of 1he Indian blood willch doubtless Howed
in mur veing,

‘Tne fact that they swere broughit hereto sufier ar i7-
hominious death Ly the gatrote fustead of being ehot
Lias cauged much speculauon and no small share of in.
Qiznaton, Lien the Spanish omccie say, “\We all
wtnk k1L wea wrong 10 garrote thcm. ke govern.
aueut state tot it was owing to ll\elrbch'gpau of the
ibustering party of Golcouria. ‘1betruth doubiless
18 that tliey were sent Liere that tlicir death might
afford gratification to the uncary spirits among ibe
‘volunteers and to crcnl.e tl\c immev.lon tnat the in-
i b b o sl o i

. g lorel, Jrru ond
yuna deseription, xmg curses ,%%‘a"::,“d l:!ecrgpls b
tered by many ®lio Bave betn “om 10 hope 1or sn
c:mymumph ol the Bpanish cau




