CUBAY AFFAIRI IV SPAIN.

Mininter Sickles’ Negotiations in the vase of
the Steamer Floyd Aspinwall.
MADRID, April 20, 1870,

General Sichles pinned Segasta (Secretary of State
for Foreign Affairs} in a corner the other day respecte
1ng the American steamer Lloyd Aspinwall, which,
your readers will remember, was selzed by the
Spamards on the high seas while on her voyage from
Haytl 1o the Unlied States. He represented the
serious maturc of the case, dwelling upon the
fact that at the time of the seizure one of the passen-
gers on board was an American ofilcial, bearing gov-
ernment despatehes; that the vessel carried no cone
traband of war, and was captured on the high seas.
e adduced other lmportant evidence to prove the
fllegality of the seizure. He told Secretary Se-
gasta that the American goverameat had
been Bo far forbearing, in consideration of the dis-
ordered and unhappy state of affalrs in Bpain, but
that the time had arrivea when the question mus: be

settled. Hed ded an uncondditional

*Yes,” or *No,” a3 to Whether tne Spanish govern-
ment would, or wonld not, imme liately relaase the
'vessel, and indemnify all 1osses and damages.

Sefior Segasta at once saw there was no fencing
the question with the General upon the matter. The
homethrust was too determined, prompt and sure 1o

‘ be parried. Thougn somewhat of & daplomatic foX,
be soon found that “doubling® would not do.

*“To be, or not to be, that i3 the queshion;”
and so he surreudered wm: the besb grace he
could. He express 0 his_ part 1
meauniaizing mendly rclnmon.s bevwecn tie twn
countrfes, and promiscd &t once to send orders to
the Captaln General of Cuba to release the vessel
ana that mdemnuy should be made for lo.ses and
ages, r correspondent at onee forwarded 8
fnﬂezl’am to lﬂﬂ HEB.AI.D announcing the agresable
g;ws of the succe:s of General Sickles? demaod in

T
For the benefit of the owners and other partles
cla ming in the case, I think It important to say that
- 11ina in some of e ‘papers of to-day certaln pmra«
\ graphs favorable to the release ol lhe vessel and the
consequent_jundemnity for losses and damages.
| me xme of them I extmct the l’ullowing words,
‘ ere about January last an Amenican steamer, ¢
Llu_y\i Alplmull. Wil en youe frora Hagii o the Gened
Biaien was hoarlied by & \ Spanish man-of-war and. taken
avana. ommander was detained on board his vessel
mmen du»‘]\vilhoul belng permitted to 42 the American

enz mise,

Tosses 'sod *Gamn This is what a basty judzment
of the mhun-xontmm In a matier of such {mportauce
brings us to, canmot fmagine how the said {ribunal
caul 80 mlua an fuiernational luw—- vlolation more seri
ut ust uow, lgsmuch as the declaration of belllgerent
Fighta In favor of Cuban 1nnunecuansus is belog agitated
tn ghout the nited States. Thls right of poarding foreign

', exercised by Spanish men ot ar, may be s power-
Tl arglimeat amployed by the Cuted States (o recozalzing
the beligereat rights of the Cul
Geoeral Sickles deserves gren praise for his skuit
and energy In procaring the relea-e of the steamer
and the promiae of indemnity.
Novw there 18 the matter ol the Criticado, a British
ve\sﬂ selzed several )em ago on the high seas by
niards, This Vessel was proved an lilegal
capture by two Spanish tilbunals, and was given up
tothe owners, but they hive not been able to get
sudemnity on account of sonie law fn the demand.
Tne Spanish lawyer did not make the claim within
certair  nutber of diys after the vessel
had been released. Thab wasnot the faalt of the
owner, but of the Spanish lawyer. Neveriheless
tie British government contluied to admit the
answers of Spa.n and allow them to moutder In the
archives of the State Department. I am_told that
Mr. Layatd, the new Mimister of England, has re-
opened the case. He will do well to adopt tbe sys-
tem o General Sickles, or, as thie Freach, 813, /rap-
ez vite et Jort,”
'wo or three good lessons would teach Spanish
commanders to “lo)k befote they leap” on board
and seize foreign vessels without suficient canse.




