THZ ALTAR OF LIBERTY.

Enthusiastic Cuban Meeting ot Irving Hall—
Spontansons Offeringa to the Cause of Free-
dom—The Daughters of thz “‘Queen
of the Antilles” Rivalling the
Women of Carthage.

Once more nave the fair daughters of Cuba given
evidence of the sincerity of thelr sympathies for
the nobie cause Of the freedom of thelr native
soil. Not even the rage of the storm that
prevalled last eveniog could restraln thelr srdor
to answer the appeal mede on behalf of thair
struggling brethren. The impulsive Southern blcod
that flows through their veins shone forth promi-
nently, not in flowery words, bat in acts o1 sacrifice,
of sell-abnegation. Jewels and trinkets, even to ar-
ticles 50 much prized by younz 1adies of all classes,
‘were indiscriminately deposed upon the altar of free-
<dom, and one 2nd all came forward to offer a tribute
tothe flag of therepubltc of Cuba. It must, however,
1Ot be supposed that the ladies alone contributed 1o
thia novle cause. Caba was well represented, and
that also by men, both colored and white, Who were
eager In thetr mutaal congratulations respeeting the
anticlpated succor that would accrue to those who
are shedding thetr bloed upon the field of battle. At
eight o'clock General Quesada, accompamied by
Colonel Varona, Chaplain M. French and a8 few
friends, ascended the platform and were greeted
‘With hearty cheers by the andience. Aftera shors
prelude performed by a military band the General
aavnnced and addressed the meeting. In his speecn
he stated that since s arrval in this chy
he had constantly hoped to have an opportunity Lo
address the Cubans resident here, united. Busiuess
connected with promises made to his brothersin
arms, however, had hitherto Prevenwd him from
ITIIDg Out his project. Couid they for 4 moment
doubt tke love Iic bore towards tucm. or hus devotion
10 Is country ? Schooled in misfor! 2 poor soldier
of fortune, he could not command eloqnence and
wouid therefore make no preicusions. Calumnious
reports had bcen spread respecting him, and more
than once had reached his ear, bat be had a salve
Tor allsuen evils, and that was forgiveness. more-
over, such trifles could nol raise ovstacles in his
path’ when e was striving to convert
SLAVERY INTO THE PARADISE OF LIBE!
Soun he hoped to return to his country, and felt
that be would no: go alone. He wasstrong in
tne conviction that all good patriots would join him
under the banner of independence, 1f they would
be spared to llve their lot wourd be freedom; if
dooured to die 1t would be 1mmortality.

Cotorel VAKONA next rose, and, ln an eloquent
and telling speect, armen up s hearers to the
real ovject of the meetigg. Touching upon the mis-
guided rule of spain he lald stress upon the neces-
siy of provmmz Ineans Wherewiih to compiete tha
amm of  the insurrection In Cuba. Especlally
the wealthy Cubans should consider twis fact.
The lower classes can be excused in many cases on
accouut of 1gnorance, but tn the presence of educas
tion and wealth there was nooe, If support 13
granted it must be effective. Several obstacies had
presented themselves 1n this country to the recog-
nition of the Cubans as belligerents, sueh as

SUMNER, FISH AND THE ALABAMA CLAIMS.
- and that was generally well Xuown. If the neces-
Sll' means were forthcoming they would scon po3-
sess & flourishing isiand. If not It would be an
1sland of asnes aud
ONE HUGE CEMETE

RY.

‘The cross had !o be borne, and it were better that
each one should bear his share cheerfully and con-
tripute his mite.

' General QUESADA now praposed that some mem-
bers of the andlence Bhowd come forward, evel
ladtes, for in xne cause of. lreedom they had shown

‘ themselves mlly equm 0 the

e0.
General ARISMENDI, Of Venezuelu, presented him-
seif and amlm-lsed a few Words expressive of tng
- nigh sentiments he entertained of the causze of Cuba
and his desire to ald 1tby ms personal efforts.

hor  HosTos, of Forto Rico, was the next
speaker, and his appeal wu ‘most effective, Auua-
g to the struggle now being carried on ln the

Spameh colontes 1a the Yest Indies he grgued how
useless such efiorts muist b8 miess efectively alded
by tne requisite means. Iie also touched upon the
coolness that had been shown to the cause of
nifeuom by those whoze am,,v‘ét was m sacnﬂce thewr

all for th3 mdependence of fatlve so. _Come
piants had been made re=pecung tne fnefficient
action of ke Junta, but thereason was stmply that
1t had not the necessary means at its disposél.  The
- present sitUalion Was sertous in the extreme, find
be hoped tnat all would understand what was

a0t
Chaplain M, PREXCE then rose and addressing the
IceHNg expressed the fervency of tue love be bore
for the Cuban cause. He hoped that the day was
Dot far distant when !.ney would all meet in Liberty
Hallin the city of Havan:
K7 APITAL OF FEER L
e government of the Uniicd Stated bad many
duﬂcmues to contend with; but he Wassure what the

2
verified in the late war in this country, Even
in spite of the protection granted to the South by
France, England and other Powers, liberty had tri-
umphed. If Cuba can fre2 nersell singie-handed so
much the more to her credit. As to spatn, she is
poor indeed, and 1t would be an act of kinduess
towards her on the part of the Unmited States
government to recognize the Cuban insargents
belligerents. Surely mo nobler cause could exiss
than that of hiberating a sister country from the
yohe of oppression, and as such he appealea to all
those who conld aﬂord tolend. It woulu be money
well invested aj cetve a good

defior smuno Ri:mo then arose and ln a snnrt
and eloquent speecn alluded to the sacrifices made
by vhe Koman wowen, &nd esrnestly called upon
eacn ones 10 aid he cause of freedom, even were it

liets me sneaker deposited his gold watch and
diamond ring upon the Cuban flag that covered e
table amidst thundering applause. When tne cheer.
mz and clappmg of hands had somewhat subsnae:l
e added that he sincerely hoped that that diamond
mlgm ‘be convertea into powder that would prove
as ternble fn 1ts effects as the lustre of a ditamona
excelled everything else in brighu
General Quesada stepped mrwn'u ‘and depostied
his watch in like manner, and then followed a scene
tbat Drobaply has never befora been witnessed in
this city or land. Offerings came rushing 1o Irom
all sides.
WATCHES, DIAMONDS AND TRINK
wrere lmmedly grasped in the cntnusmm of thy
moment, and ali were anxions t0 be foremost to
give pusmve eﬂdence of thetr devotion v,u the cause
of thelr struggling brethren. Tbunuerlnz cheersrent
the air 8s each successive giit was handed up, and
great was the excltement caused n cautiously
catcnng the many objects that were banded from
the galiery. In fact the allusion to the women of

Quesads thanked the donors in the name of ma
counLry, remarking tuat belag unable to express
gratttade ne could only nssure them all that he nm
a heart to love them and a sword to defend them.

bedor HosTos remarked that such enthusiasm
was better than fowing words; it was effecilve,

‘The events of the evening would ‘be handed down 10
RISLOry 88 2 phase 1o Uhic NSOy of Caba,

he mecttng concluded by Cbaplain M. French
handing his watch to Geperal Quesada, remarking
1nat, as a soldler, he must heep Nis men up to tme,
and beging him to use 1t with that mtent, to be
Teturned wiken they met agamn in Liberty Hall in
Havaus.

1t was diicnlt to form an cxact idea of the value
of the ariicles presented, but a rough guess would
1nduce the estimate of at least between $8,000 and
$10,00 having been collected 1ast evening.




