CHARLES SUINER.

'HE 18 INTERVIEWED BY A LADY.

‘What He and She Said—They Talk Abont
Finauce, Cuba, ths Nigger, Alabama Claims
and Annezation—Charles Dodges the Fe.
mals Buffrage Dogma—‘‘Too Many
Other Big Things to Attend To''—

The Lady's Ideas of His Fixirg
Tpand Hintszs to How I~
provement Might be Made.

WaBHINOTON, Mareh 5, 1870,

You ave had lots of the iaterviewing business
recently. Almost everybody of mote has been put

through a course.o! interrogatories by ons or other
of the male Bohemians, and one woald think that
the businesa was gbont pretty well played out by o0
much usage. But I have abew notion, which I will
explain thus:=1 bave a female triend who looked 1o
upon me the other morninz. She 15a writstacda
1alkist of some considerable ablity, She wields o
pen that kas made not a few people smart (not In the
senso of fmprove), and 29 for her tongue, tho only
way toget & proper esttmate of that organis by a
practical test some day or oiber. She I3 a poll-
tielan, too, and a diplomst and, although youngin
years, can discourse learnediy atout parties and
finance and krotty polots of our foreign relations
1o such a etyle 5 Wounld astonish Premier Fish hime
self. You often may see herin the Senato or Hons3
gallery taking notes. One day 1raid to ber, “Why
don’t you write me & eketch some day or otber ' to
‘which she quickly responded ] witL"”

‘When sbe calied upon me the other day and said,
“You gsked me 10 write you asketch. Upoa what
sulject? Tell me, and 1'1 do it, If possible,” 1 was
Just 8 fittie bit purprised.

£he sald, “You necdn't wonder a bit. I'm in earn-
c.'_"

“Now would you like to interview gomevody?”
nial

“T¥el, now, that i3 Just one of the things I would
notfancy, Butwhols to be my victim, or who do
you intend shall e

+\That would you think of Samners' 1said,

+Sumner I" 53id she, 10 some surprise; “Sumner )
Goodness me! of all men in the world, that Sumner!
Do you know, hie 13 the very man of all others I
shouldn’t like to interview. I don’t koow him;I
don’t ke lus looks In the Scpate. Tnerelssome-

1lung about him not attractive to me. Dut what do
you want to get out of tim?”

+0h, you can a5k him whatever you hxe. for that
matter,'? I answered.

She rematned milent for a fetw scconds, then com-
menced to langh a httle, and fAnally bioke out mer-
rily into—

«Well, upon my word, I believe Icanmusterep
courage and (mpudcnce enongh to undertake the
thing: ¥ will; ' doity?

Aud she went and did 1t right oo

And here 18 her report of what took place, In ber
own lanzuage, Just as she wrote 1t out. unchanged,
werbatim vel literatin vel punctuatim:—

Benutor Sumper uterviewed by n Woman.

A plcasant, matronly leoking colored domestic an-

ng &t about tea 0'ctock this morning.
++|3 the depator fu and disengaged 1" 1 1n qmrcd.
cndeavoring by 2n unconcerned manzer so convince
myseif ummemews Wwith the *‘createst Roman of
were as frequent and informal 3 the public
might ne led 10 suppose chiarasirrizes the poiltical
and soctal 1thmacy of alargo New Lnzland journal-
l".‘Yes. miss, he i in. but engaged with & gcnlle-
mag. Takeaseatin the lbrary,” and, sending up
1y card, 1 restzned myself to nqn!e: sarvey ot the
Eehators Nbraty, such as could weil bo cnmpre-

‘hendsd from an €33y chair tuat Invited occupal

1, "Ahl 2 jewn uorn

and fllumitated with pxcmn.'s, enm’avmgu and pho-
tographs, and alio with two or e paintings in
olls, TLe carpet of green \'elvel wu spangied over
with swall golitary desl; %, shading out
1ne wmdown vuro hc:vuy draped
of green brocatel.

m Iibrary _that
comgnﬂxble

Nmuz the lofty and schowasuc rheionic of
but a moment or two wken
the ) domestic retarmed.
-~xr'a umner says, will yoo walk up t0 his
room?*
1 apswered in person, sud, finding the door to hiy
el my steps mvolnnurur

denawor ho  &I0: powed, and, motloniog lu
20 e 0t 1ar removed Iroi
desk, asked 10 be {t A gentleman

me 3
Was in deep conyeraation with him on the Chiness
question, tanglca and inysterioud ai that may be,
waleh ciicited the expression of great regret from
Mr. Sumper upon tie death of AMr. LBurhingame,
‘whose relatioss nlm Cnma nad been of such a valu-
sbie and euccesatnl acter,  This conversdtion
continued for some mlnuwn. Which gave me oppor-
tanity for photographing she Senator and hi3 sur-
roundings personaily.

Mr. Sumner reverses the adags that ‘«distance
lends enchantuent t0 (D¢ view,' for Le Ia vastly
more pledsing 1o bis appearauce iha personal tnter-
newxnmunmn frow the galleries of the Senato

mbver, alr, very abundant and well glofi-

fied with me noury cleme ent, gives evidence of oav-
10z a characler of its own, aistiinet from the discl-

Lning power of brush and comb. The refinement
of uis 1tie and Ktodiness of hid heart are easliy dis.
cerned in the ouiines of s face, while inthe Sen-
ate Cbambsr tue power and obitinacy of the man
hold prowinence over both. 1113 dress14gray, with
0 1opg wrapper of gray cloth ltned with scarles snd

fruzally ordamented with a narruw brawd.
THE SANCTUM.

Tlere, even more than 17 the Library or up the stalr-
‘Wway, the wails of which are bung wila dim and an-
clert looklug patotings, snz:emnz old asters an

manding reverence, ths picture manta holds
higter caraival. ‘The kanging comunittes of the Na-
tional Academy of Deslgn might here lum some.
tning of the ucience of economizl space. Every-
where, cxceu:r:non the floor nn-x ol the eeillag

verkead, pictures are given a place. un e doors,
es au i3 of ho
mantel and desks, not gn dvailable space remains
| unappropriated. No paintings arc here of pictures
1n color; sl ara ergravings Irom steel, witt, pe
blp& lfew photozrapha. rortrauns of men in rol
#late, la cowl apa gown, 1n worldly and clem:al
nru of 2ll ages and pnages of eminent Itfe. Then
there aro zignv g3 of histonical jezislative z3.
semblages, o Dle structures, of marvellous archi-
tectural achievement, toe world over, such engrav-
1ngs a8 tempt Lhe taste of the cultlvated inthe beit
art stores of Ewrope. Dut newhere nor anywhere
did & woman’s face simile at me Of frown at me
from the mumple welnut, geld rimmed ‘frames sll
munu me. en, men, men eVer) wh:m. nard,
intense. acbolarly,  sclentifls,

Aml zmum-nukc dons yp 1a steel sntX emxhs vmn
a tricx of the sunwith iho sanshine left out.
It s generally couceded, I think, that tne Seastor
and recognizes

313 lcccm‘
0 waat rul 18 puch m
line clapnuanness as here demonstrated? Wonld n nul
bea spleadid stroxe of policy on tis part of the
wowman's rights movement to enter Bl3 Ialr some
Scnate-xerping afternvon and substitute 1 lleu of
Jerome Napoicon's face t of piguant Annl
mcmmu( an1 agpervede some olq wank's and
alchemust’s wilh ‘the ssiutiy one of Lucnu
Nott, e classical facs of Mrs. Stanton, the bust-
nenuke bul ll:mu one or Miss Anlhony ortde
eal, womanly appeslinguess of Lucy btone's?
'lney mlgu not yaulbu win for their canse tae
weighty emqueneeor his speech by thelr unlted ex-
cellences, but they 1aight dlstard the serenity of his
umsdence on this matter, which woald be one cou-
solation.

But there were other things than pictares there—
an opan coal fire, and LooXs &nd Papers sid pam-
phleis on rucks, I cascs, on the foor, on ana tuder
iables, cn desk ‘and sofa. Tnn CKTpet of Lrusicls,
geometnical pattern, evlnced preciiion. The large
rug 12 Turkish colofs and deiign uzspunlndmz:nz
luxory. A amall bronze clock ticked sofily on the
mantel, close.y brouze
aod small objem of \trm. ‘me furnitare was of
olack walnut, the windomws wero shaded with Not-
tizgham Izce, subdued at top by lambreguins of
crinson reps, and platn aad Uluminated Wwansparen-
cles lezned azawsg the windows, Sr¢ Was no
odar of cigar smoke, aud, despite tho hitter of litera-
ture, an au' Of tidiaess and &pugaced prevalled
taroaguou

At lmxu: ths gentleman visitor aroseto go, and
went. 7henturning to me. with an expression of
wonﬂennz curivaity 2nd goud bumor liradiaung L1s
COUnteRanCe, the Senuor signided bia willinguess to
lh!m 1o whbat I bad to say.

“Thers several topice, Sepator,” I bezan, v'of
much general Interest now, thatl woum ks to
bear you express your views upon, Ferbapi tis
most Yital one &t this moment to the conalry 19 the
ﬂnuclu questicn. You undnnbudlyna ve an ldea

04 the aR1r 18 £ be beat solved 1"
s

Scx:in—\u. 1 quention o at motwnent,
834 [ have prepared a apeech upon thab sublect
waich 1 deifver 1n the Sepate this 1o 2. It wil

01 I
-1 glsd to b.m't mnnor." umL “Thege
Ars Aiversities of o] o‘x'u 10 regard to the L‘uhhln
siroggle that mizm M nlrmonucd If & better under-
““‘unl of clmumsuncu nuullea.
NER—VRry true. Pproe

’y much ignerance
vlﬂl i regard t.a the nlmunl of e L'nmd States

8pain and Cuba, and much divadectionis |

ward the Dbeeause 13
€0oes not ;cxnowledge the belligerency of Cuba.
“Your um&nmu are with the Cubans, 830 they

nonn
INER—A wpathies are always with all
people struzziing for independence. Tne time bas
gooe by !or Spaln to exercisc her past domiclon
over
*Upon wmx ground, Senator, do you oppose the
re:oxumuu by this government of the tuban
struggle! Wnat, lndeed, st they accompliah for
memselvu in order tobe acknowledged as bellige-

sruvn—ney have Aventmng to nccnmplx:h a8
Jyet. They bave an amp. ‘There o in-
surrection {n tne mlerlor or tne taland. Du: :ney
hold no city nor lown of note, They have no port.
1t would be quus ard for us to grant them bei-
ligerent righia nndcr such questionable clrcam-

sances. The Insurrection, in poine of lmportance,
might be compared 1o the troubie given us by the
Seminole Indians chleltained by Usceola. Bn! 1hat
18 longer ago than you can remem! 'y were
enumved m tha glades of I lonuz, lnd
was  with mmcmt: um zm expent
that they ‘wers overcom. Great anm
had no idea of exiending !o tnem lnc nghts of the
laws of war. Penups 1t woald be betier to compare
the disturbance 1 Cuba 10 the d-pr!ultlons com—
mnted in Rossia by mvlng baads of Circasilans
u:e bomen of Euxine

i@ the bnltca Shates shoula sckfiowleage

u:e ""‘";’f;"#,:‘g Cnba )vmud Jouapprenend poet-
nsmmm—u 1 poume Spaln would wage war

*1148 she power 10 do U8 muca sarm

STMNER—No dogbt bat tnat eventaally her efforts
would saffer defeat: but not until mealcutabie Rarm
were done onr commerce. In discusaing this matier
With a gentleman not long since 1 made an estimate
of tbe probable damage we should suffer iin case of
'WRr with 8paln) at five hundred mihons of dolary,

L & thons:

i¢18 quite evident mz Cnba doc: not mmt irom us

the wecurrence of expenie, 10 8. ihing of

the dfmmm Lives xm wowa n:cess.mu e sacrr
e

*A conversation held with you by some ncwspaper
correspooaent not long since upod thii subject ais-
closes some facts of note In. rqml to the reiation of
Hpata to Caba and an adjustment of e diiculkies |
between mm 1sthat reported mcxﬂcw 10 be re-
ncd npc
\u.-l 41d not read It, but was told that an
lnlemev had been reportea by gome one parport-
10K to have been mven by previous invitation and .
tbelike, Ican oniy say thatihe report was a saeer
fabnication, o such tnierview having been had and
40 3uca assertions were by me authorized. 1 am
really raade angry at times by toe thiuzs | om made
tosay in the newspapers; but 1t 13 quitc 1mpossivle
10r mao to read tiem aud and correct ine faise impres-
moni‘genvej ed. (Tue Seaator alluded to the Bo-

0!

m1in Organ.,

*la regarg to the futare of the Africans, Senmator,
doyouthink the electicn of colored men to hign
?;'gtcm. a3 11 1he case of Ltevels, vl become a Axed

SHUMNER.~That will depend emlrely upon their

8. A3 1 Dave toigq the
within themsel lves. At

pouitions of trust aad honor Wil not be Of freqaent

occurrence,
“1suppose nono of the Senators who never, never
would sis1n iegislation with 8 negro have teargued 1
SUMNLR—A0, LO ODe has resizasd yet—(3 light
sille passing over his face end a bitof irony creep-
ing 1610 his voice).
+There 1s conniderabie talk about th2anaexation
of terrttory tu our country. Do you deem an excen-
ston of our bordera adviaible, and would our
Tresent system of government contlnm: to prevail as
satisfactorly as now 1
suum—l kno of no reason why 1t should not.
“Even now, Mr. Sumuer, it 13 the'opuion of mazy
that IBQ Hlkfe! ©of the Pacuic States are 80 op-
v those of the East that a breach will ensue,
and lhe gorernment be divided with the Kocky
Mougntatns ag diviging hoe.’”
SCUuNER-I appretend nosach danxer‘ 1 belleve
the republic to be immortat aod tae e Rau-
1 & Lood binding the Easy und the West

p ibLlity of annexauen of c.m:u!.xor
Mexico, which do you think most desiraple
PUUNER—ThAL Of L2nady, Mcamu ot lne Hzeness
of tha people to ound. Yon will fad Capadians
very much a3 we are. Bat if you should wisit
Hexico you would find but little in corumon be-
tneen usand AMexicans, ‘Teey are no: harmoutous
a3 a natlow, ana a unlon with them we oeed nog be.
varticalariy aunxjous about, The anucxalion of
Mexico will probably occue quite 23 8oonas it i3

et
--s;mklnz of Canada reminds me of our Eagiish
Iflcuity, 43 there any solutlon a3 yet of the Ala-
bawa clilms questiony'

of It
"Do yon ex‘yecl a F;llulac:ory blme.neu‘ ox the

sv:xxtn—\ €3, 1hopa for one.

*genator, there li another subject thas has in-
terested us in the past, and doed doubly at tne
present time. Lnnl mnz 13 sufraze—wiat it snould

be based hat everybody, Chinese in-
tmucd. sre lixely !o Mve a hand 1n governing ua as
well a3 beingz governed by us, docs 1% not seext to
you that something more than citizenship stoald be
xeq\m;ld for the endowment Of the elective fran-
chise

sunm—l’cﬂzps you are tiinkinz of an ednca-
tlonal bie a3 that mizht ve, ft 13 quite
incxpeatent, causldenn: ko course we bave pur-
£ned towards the peopie of the Sonth. It1s possible
ibat In the future some reguiationd may be raadein

regard to the exercise of suffrage more rigid than
now attain, without a condiciing of datied. Lot IdaT
13 nnmemlng that time only caa declde.

HVD: your opiniod of woman suffraze, Sen-
alon" ‘The guestivn was put innocently enough,
but it was evidently regarded by Mr.Samner a3

ng exccedingly funoy. He dnd Dot faugh out-
rigiic, but his face biossomed 1ato & falt blown smiie.
Ilelooked about tko room as i balf expecting the
aaventota nm:ll arwy of the slmnx-m!nde\l. ran
his tingers his . changea his atlitade
percepunly, and *secmmed tobe ciecirided wita & fall
charge of good humor. ! was hoping for sumeting
wonderfaliy gratifying to write to the Recolution. It
Iras possibie for Dim Lo 81y that h2 expected o sit In
Ihe Dpatlon's counclis wilh Mrs, Smnum. Un this

pIC Ra Was non-comnutial ad a tombstone.

"l Jon't tuink muea about tne pasilumly of it
he ventared. “So many lher thuegs consmnc
my attention. What do toink of
achievement of she efforts bem; maae to ohmln I: !"

“Qn, 8ir, 15uppose Lhe very general dtscussion of
ihe quvmhm omens succesy, cliner partial or entire.
1 am amxzed lo yoa, Sen:nnr. for this interview.”

N 2| 1, Miss — Good mornmg.

Pmmps Tabould not have cut #nort ths interview
#0 8broplly had ke not turned rroux & Senator 10to
aYankee. I was not prepared to by qumlnned
espemuy upon a subject In which [ was 80 much 1
inedark, RKetreat wad the better pact of valor, and,
naiting a moment fn the hall to look at a statae—a
woman 1n marble—I [eft wiih a Softer place in my
heart tor the great Seuator $2aa ail of Leut spent in
the senate gaiiery would nave produced.




