Tuo Noutrality Resolutlons DBefors Cone
gTORE,

Almost overy day, for somo weeks past, the
Washinglon correspoadents have been telling
the public that the commitices on Foreiga
Affairs of both houses of Congress were about
to do something, or had agreed to do some-,
thing, favorable to the Cobans. A number of
rosolutions to that effect have been offered
and referred to these committees. But the
mountaln has brought furth nothlog yet; and
if wo may judge from the latest reports it
will only glve bicik to a little mouse after all,
The result of all the resolutlons, specches,
conferences of the foreign commlitees and
labors of the frlends of Cuba Is likely {o be
only & string of nentrallty resolutions
that will put the Spaniards and the
Cubans on the same footing. This fa a
very small mouse for such a mountaln
to bring forth, Perhaps this would be
better than nothing, though It comes late to
benefit the insurgents materially, and after
Spaln has received all the aid in war materials
she needed from the United States, Never
before did so great a nmatlon as thia exhibit
such weakmess and vacillation. Both the ad-
ministration and Congress seem paralyzed by
timidity, Nelther the public volee nor publie
policy can dispel thelr foars or nerve them to
face this question in a manly spirit. No won-
der that Spaln is boastful and threatening; no

-wonder that American cltizens are slanghtered
| with impunity by the bloodthirsty Spanish vol-
unteeu- no wonder that our Consuls, the re-
ives of this great blic, ara oblized
| to flee for thelr lives and to take shelter under
o forelgn flag, The conduct of the govern.
ment must make every true-hearted American
feel deeply the shame and humlliation brought
upon the country. Instead of these neutrality
resolutions, why does not Congress direct
the President to acknowledge the bellige-
rency of the Cubans? No wunprejudiced
person can deny tho fact that the Cubans are
belligerents. Eighteen months of war agalnst
all the power Spain could bring to bear and ‘
the successes of the Cubaes prove beyond
doubt that these people have won the charac-
ter ot belligorents, This country oughltoha’l ‘
the opportunity afforded to exfend |
Insittutions In this bemispbere, Instead of ald- |
Ing a European despotism—and tho worst des-
potism in the civilized world—to crush the
rising libertles of an American people. Every ‘
priaciplo of policy, right, justice and humanity |
calls for a prompt recogaition of the Cubans as
belligerents. Spaln would have no just cause
for complaint. We owe her nothing. She
recognized the Confederates early in our war
sad gave them most efficlent ald. Are we
Wlratd of Spaln? If so let us tell the Cubana
plainly that we abandon them, But let us not
pursue o weak and ucphtlug policy, for that
will make the mighty American republic con-
temptible in the eyes of the world, -




