n e m e————
JANES 17ATION WIS 43 A DIPLOMAT 43D
REPORTER, 47D 0F TOZ RATPAGE.

To TAE EDITOR OF TR IERALD tm

Although Mr. Webb has given to the workl 8 v2ry
futerestun: and patriotic letter on the subect of
Cubrn attalrs, for which fie has received due credit,
yeton another potnt he appears to kave allowed his
prejudices to get the better of hts judgment, and
BIs alcutties with Admirals Godon and Davis seem
o have made bim so oltter agatast the navy geu-
erally that he L3 now atteipting to mustead the pud-
ic 1 regard o naval afatcs in tne Weit Indies.
I3 spectal views. as put forth o hi3 tetior from
1lavans, published 1o the Tribune, sre of 0o MO~
ment here. Bit a3 navat matters are under dicus-
Slon Just 4t prevut some of bis most otcusive
Temarks require to be notced, not for e purpose
of brnging him into disrapate, vut to keep the pud-
lic postea oa naval aduirs. It 15 well known tuat
Mr. Webb has for a2 last four sears endeavored to
abtaig the covmaad of our Brazil Qout,and thode
Wwho have read i3 evidence before the Commitioe
on Forzizu Lelatious will nos fant to recosntze what
a *biz Icefan’ he ronsldered himself ard of
how little coasequence be cousidered Admirais
Godon and Davis angd she Navy Depart
ment. This wassimply becatse the iwo Jormer re-
fused tomvolve the Unuted Statcs 1n 8 war 0 pleaso
Dim—to 4y nothing of leavinz his communications
8t 3 zrocery corner—and because the Secretaries of
State and of the Navy decldel that those offlcers
wore not ouly nght, but kag shown the great-
€30 prudence. 1t Jues not Ssem proper that
Minliters snouid direct our commanders abroad. 1%
would involve the republic 1 constant difculties,
aad 1t wai well for tnis conntry that our uavy was
represented o South Atiantic waters by two officers
who could nos be iotuenced cven by 3o wily a aip-
lowmat a4 the Chevalier Webo.

Botn Admirais Davis uud Godon soon discovered
Rt Bir, Webo was of a very nnputsive nuture, aod
I his lyice wa3 Taxen Would cause us to,vioiate
every principte of International law and courtesy 1o
satisty ni4 oellicuse propensities.  From the time of
hus 1atiare to Lupose his pecutfar ideas upon the
comuanders-iao-cniet of our Brazit fegc Webb g
103t b upportunity to vens bl spicen upon she navy,
AL 13 DOW endeavoring to have 16 a1l up, ‘lhers
QT Fudicals ot ail Kinds about just ke Webb, Whose
counseld, It 1ollowed, would put our pohitical fabric
out of Jutnt merely to gratily thete own whims,

When the Chevaiter relnrued from Brazil e way
not Ina humor to be bruted witng and no Wouder.
lad notan adwuiral 1o the American Navy lelt s
communicatiozs to Webb ata corne groceryr, and
had pot znother Admiral refused to gotd war tn
order that the Amercan Shnister nugns have a good
appetite L7 Lis breaklass? These are facts known
0 the people of thls couniry, wuo, having nad
ecougl of war, teel very thankiul to the admivals
m question for nud encouraginz mure of ls, to Bay
noting of feaving the lctters at the corner grocery,
i was in a bad iframe of mizd tos Sir. Webh
uppeared befose the Committee on Foreizn Kelations
4l gave them such insiructions In ianternationar
13w that, &3 be Says, the colnmatiee were determined
to scathe Goden 2ud Davis, luy up the gredler part
Of th6'uavy und lurn uveriae cowmand of all that
was lefi Lo tne Chevaller to miake war with.

AhL 13 Ly view of Lhe questions bus tnen he hag
always pecu tmpulsive, woien lewds hun to state
matters o entwely difereut from the actual fact
that he would seem to bave been educated solely in.
tne Slunchausen school. Weblb Wil dnd however,
wlen the comiuttiee make thicie repors, that he had
bester modily i3 views on navai matiers. Whue
toe Comtuitiee oa Forerzu Letatious were in sesslou
and dLeudding the alfairs In Paraguay, Vice ‘Adnirat
Lorter and Asslstant decretary Lunier, of whe dtate
Department, were summoned at the same time
betore them, and closely questioned regarding tae
€laims put forth by the Cngvalier a$ Lo the powers
ora Minwter Plenipotentiacy over the commander-
1a-chiet of tne Seer, Mr. {lunter bas spens g lifetine
1 the Departent of State, and may L Satd tv have
the whole cuie, toternational an diplowatic, 4t s
fingers’ends.  Vice Admiral Porier tus commandest
the largest flicec that has ever been uuder one
onlcer, aul L3 varied experience enahles mm to
aistiLgoish between the claims of Mr. Wedb aud the
duties of naval comwanders who are specially
1nstructed by wne Nayy Department. Lefore leaving
tae room botd tuese FAVE Lestie
tuony that couvinced the commities that to follow
Webb's policy would be ratal to the best latcrests of
tne couniry, 20d 80 conclusive were thewr arguments
that tne mvesugation cluscd, and Webd ana his
Policy were cousigned to ke “tomb of the Capulets.'™

‘1 he Chevalier Dad Dot forgotien ths rebud, and in
hi3 ygual style has, mn & letter irom Havand, nttacked
toe Juvy Veparthent and the Vice Admiral. He
Ux~erta that our cittzens residing in Cuba are left to
the wercy ot e Cruel SPantardy, who gonbout shaot-
1o people for awmusewien?, Walkle AWCrican navat
OICETS,

———instead of mounting barbad steeds,
Tafright the suulsof rearful wise, mzies,
T8 caperts £ maig 1w + kady's chamoer,
T0 the luacivioua pioadiug of & lute.

A3 the remarks of tne Chevalier are pertivent to
e sudject of navat defence, and may be (e meany
Of 3% AXILZ OUr leg13laturs 10 the necessity ol provide
tog th2 Navy Departineul with the meaus of pro-
fecting our cluzens uoroad, i may be wellto en-
lizhten the Chevatler aad at uhe Sawe tias the yead-
€rs of tne HEraLD a3 to the true state of tue case.
All the statewents of Webb 1a regurd to naval mis.
Imanszemesnt are buaginary from beginning to end.
He would make a Sepiiad sensation noveltst, but a
Very poor hewsoaper writer, for the yeopie of thiy
country Waus rutt, oot fchion—waich fatcer fitls nis

1

eLter.

When the present admineration camse nto power
there were tn the West fudia geec but five vessels,
ountiag 1 all twenty-five guns. Four of these
Yessels were driven North by the yeilow fever, tneir
crews baving been renaereéd nnfit for service by
lyinz ta Spanish pores.  dSisce then the present Navy
Deparsoient hay sent the followinz vessels 6o tie
West lodies, viz:—-{lie Severa, fiteen guass Swa-.
tara, 7nve guns; Naatasket, ive guny; Nipsic, five
guns; Yauste, ive gunss daralolx, fosrieen gunsdy
FPownataa, fourtee guus; TUSCArOra, nine gund;
Semunoie, 81X guns; Guard, siX gue3; DCLAtor (iron-
€.ad), 1WO Hiteen ICR UK SaUgUS (ron clad), tvo
fifteen inch zuns, walle tae Congress, of flicen guus,
ALy te iwon-ciad3 Ferror and stantonomol ase on
thelr way 1o Jo1 the flees.

Now, Bicre 13 o poser for Webd, and unless be can
disprove 1% e niust cume under the eategory of oave
ingz made 3 w1sTaTe, 10 say the 1oast of it (ke face
1 that the present Navy Department, owing to the
matadministration  complaiued of by Ar. Webb,
reinforced tee West Indla Ceet with fourtcen vessels,
ousof tairty-Ove In CumMISSION. RIS 13311 L0E Dex
periment ¢2n put afoat, becausa Congress has
lmtted the numeerof meu. dhips cannot de got Lo
#2a in suilicient nunbers to Malisfy the desires of
overybody. Congress reinses the supplies.

Ad 10 Alr. Webl’s Zusertion, that no siips have
beenr Keps In 3panish DoOtts, 1L 1S eatirely un-
ttue.  Our fron-cluds  have  visited ™ the
mest  important places, and uuripg the great
prevalence of yellow fever the yessels were Keps at
Key West and” counmunlcatea freely with Havana.
Unly twvo vutrages upen American ciitzend have
been committed. Both of these were lnvestigated,
and 13 one case the guillty person expiated s of-
Tence upon tne gallows. ke commander-in-chief
of the siation Ras an extensive command and can-
nosatalltimes be in Havanz when Mr, Webb 13
there. The fact 0f hia being there wousl naturalty
deter onr navy oflcers from golng to Havana, tor
h1s cesire to reguiate the navy and hls anitpathy to
admiral3 are well known, and altitough onteers are
duposed to admit his abilities a5 a diplomartst
they do Dot care to come b contact with fum under
any circumstances. NANTA.




