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ho 'gnba.n Question  fn  Cougress=Somo
Actlon Probable.

It appears by tho news from Washington
that the Senate Comuittee on Foreign Affairs
had a long discussion again yesterday on the
Cuban question. Among the different propo-
sitlons that have heen made in the ?enala aiml
Tgferged o the qommittes, with 3 Yiey to glve
the égglzn_s x r.;g_ii e T's’fg‘;é' shrussle for
frébdom, that of Séaator Morion 8goms to be
moat fgroggd, It isthe mildest of all, does
not declare the Cubang belligerents in express
terms, but it prohibils ald being fived in
materials of war from this country to any for-
eign government at war with a people or colony
with whom this republic isat peace. It recog-
nizes the Cubans as a people distinet from the
Spaniards and indirectly as belligerents. Such
action, if Congress should go no further at
present, will bave a good moral effect, and
may be the entering wedge to somcthing more
bold and positive hereafter. But it will come
too latc to be of much service otherwise to the
Cubsn cause. Spain has obtained a vast
amount of materials of war from this country,
and, perhaps, nearly all she needed, as well as
the thirty gunboats, and to probibit now any
more sach supplies seems like shutting the
stablo door after the horse has cscaped. A
bolder and more decided course and a plainer
recognition ol the Cubans would be more in
accordance with public seatiment, and more
creditable to this great country, which repre-
sents the principle of republican liberty ia
America, It is said that President Grant,ina

with a inent Ci

who favors the Cubans, indicated his willing-
ness o carry out any recommendation which
the friends of the administratisa in Congress
might make. We have never doubted that the
President sympathized warmly with tke people
of Gaba in their strugzlefor freedom. Indeed,
he has expressed that on several occasions.
e bas been deterred from acting by the influ-
“eace and misrepreseniations of illiberal and
%n;rrow-mindcd mea around him. There i3 |
 every reason to believe, therefore, that he will *
willingly co-operate with Congress in any
action that hody may take favoring the cause
of Cuban independence.

The news we publish to-day of the atrocious
and ishuman conduct of the Spaniards to
American cilizens as well 23 to the Cubans
ought to have the effect, too, of arousing our
government. Eighteen well known citizens
were arrested at or near Santiago de Cuba,
taken to an obscure place fifteen miles away,
and there tried by court marlial, without
counsel or the examination of witnesses, and
immediately executed. Among these victims
of Spauish barbarity were two citizens of the
Uhnited States—one a native born ana theother
a naturalized citizen. The Acting Governor,
0jedo, appears to have had some humanity or
sense of justice ; for on hearing of the arrest of
these mea be issued an order to have them all.
sent back to the city. But Colonel Dort, com-
maading the contra-gucrillas, refused to oboy
the Governor, alleging that he had superior
orders from Valmaseda. This butchery is but
arepetition of what is constantly occurring.
It is only a few days ago that newscameof &
similar slaughter of some twenty unarmed
people. It is only a week or two alnce
the brutal volunteers killed Greenwalth
and  dangerously wounded {wo peace-
able American citizens in the streets of
Havana. In fact, it would fill column3 to
recite all the barbarities of the Spaniardsin
Cuba. These bloodhounds, and the Spanish
government in the island which stznds at their
back, have placed themselves beyond the con-
gideration of civilized goveraments or peoplo.
They should not be tolerated by any nation,
and least of all by the United States. They
ought to be decounced as barbarians and the
enemies of mankind, We cannot believe that |
our government—the government of this |
mighty and enlightened republic—has auck so
low and i3 80 cowardly as uot to denounce
these frightful atrocities and to afford some
protection to American citizens. We have no

pectation that the Spaniards will act less
brutal in the future. It remains for our gov-
ernment lo say whether this barbarous war
shall continue. Either give Spain notice that
sho must leavo the istand by selling it to the
United States or strengthen the hands of the
Cubans to drive out tho Spaniards, Any
other policy would be weak, inhuman and un-
worthy this republic, We bare had trouble
enough for forty years or more about Cuba, |
and shall have more unless the question is
settled now, Let us scize the opportunity
affurded by the existing state of affuirs to
settle at once and forever this Caban question.




