The Caban Questlon—Senntor Saomner, tho
O!d Man of iho Scn.

The admiralle letter of that fimous old
hero of a buadred fights, G:nsral Jamas Wat-
803 Webb, which appeared ia tho Tribune of
Tueslay, on the state of thiags in Caba,
cannot fail to produce an effcet upoa Congress
and the couatry, It Is written in excellent
trmper, impartial to all parties concerned,
and, at the same time, has the true ring of
American patriotism, Gencral Webb has had
great experience in important affairs during,
a8 Lo says, the foriy-two years of aclive public
life, tho thirty-four years he was editor in New
York, the eight ycars be was Eavoy Extraor-
dnary and Minister Plenipotentiary to Drazil,
and in other promisent positions. o islike
the war horse which Immediatcly becomes
ingpired when nctive work Is on hand or befcra
him, The state of affalrs in Cuaba and the
Cuban question was just the fleld for his ever
active mind, and no ove could be found, per-
haps, more capable of Investigating and writing
on the subject, His letter cannot failto con-
vince any one—except Senator Sumner and Mr,
Fish—of the strength, resources and determi-
nation of the Cuban patriols; of the frightful
character of the war in Cuba; the merciless
brotality of the Spanfards; the anarchical
rule of the Spanish volunteers; the unpro-
tectod condition of American citizons in the
island; the contempt for the American govera-
meat; tho miserable, wosk and shortsighted
policy of the administration at Washington, and
{he duty of this country in the matter. He has
becoms o volantary commissioner and diplo-
mat at tho right time, and, if wo mistake not,
?is letter will produce a good effect in Wash-
ington.

The great obstacla to the recognition of
the Cubaas has been in Senator Sumner, that
0ld Man of the Ssa, who has mercilessly en-
deavored to crush the Cahan patriots. This
visionary theorist and heariless egotist has
‘per.ﬁstenLIy wisrepresented the condition of
 things, because, forsoolh, he Imazined the
‘ concession of belligerent rights to tha insur-
gents would damage his sophomorical oration

on the Alabama claims qaestion and the ambi-
tious hopes he had built upon that, e would
sacrifice the cause of republican liberly fn
America and the principles of humanity, as,
well a8 national interests, for a hobby or from
selfishmotivos, Ilehasever been impracticable
and amarplot of evil. The terrible bloody
civil war we racently passad through, with the ‘
caormous debt and all the other dreadful evils |
resultlog from it, are to be attributed more to
him than to any other public man, In direct
P towell {aincd facls he
over and over agaln that there was no war in
Cuba worthy of Leing so called, that the insar-
rection was played out, and that the patriot
government of Cuba had not abolished slavery.
It suited kim to draw his information from tho
mendaclous Spanish officials and from such
false reporis ms- have been cootinually sent
from Havana by that agent of the Associated
Press, who, as General Webb shows, has been
the insirument and tool of the Spanish authori-
ties, Ife would not listen to saylhing else
because it has not suited his purpose to do so.
Unfortunately, too, he has had absolate influ-
enco over our weak Sceretary of State, and
thus, indirectly, over the President and other
members of tho administration,

It will not ba so casy for Mr. Sumner to
deny the facts presented by General Webb.
They have the' Iimpress of truth upon
them, Goneral Webb had an opporiu-
vity of pgelllog facls on the spot, and
even Senator Sumner will scarcely bave
the hardihood to queation either the intelli-
gence or slatements of such a high authority,
And what does General Webb say after giving
details in corroboration of his assertions? I
hazard nothing,” he declares, *in saying that
bad General Grant and Hamilton Fieh been
permitted to know the whole truth belligerent
rights would have becn conceded to the
Cubans six months ago, in_ uiter dlgrqg:u'ﬂ of
the arrozant and officlous threats of Spain to
conziler such a proceeding on our part a
casus bclli” This may be properly called
the summing up and verdict of Geacral Webb
on tho facts which ho has given in defail. It
'js and will bo tho verdict of the American
'people also. General Grant, wo are sure, has ‘

been deccived. In the ltiplicity of hia

duties he has been compelled to rely upon his

Cabinet, and in this matter mainly upon Nr.

Fish. Blind himself on this subject, he haa
beenJed by the wilfully blind men that sur-

round him. But has mot the time arrived

when the President should open bis eyes and |
follow the national will rather than Mr, Fish
spd Mr. Sumner? This Cuban question has
assomed such a phase znd such proportions
now that it cannot be shirked any longer by
the admintstration without irretrievable dis-

grace. If Mr. Fish and the rest of the

Cabinet will not go with popular sentiment—

will atill be opposcd to the honor and interests

of the couatry in the matler of Cuba—the

President should dismiss them at once and
form a new Cabinet. Asto a war with Spain

through congeding belligerent rights fo the

Cabang, that I3 a bugbear. It would be no

cause of war, and would not be recognized as

such by tho civilized world. If Spain should

be foolish enough {o venturs upon such a

course, Iet her do so.  We could soon humble

berpride and folly, and indemnify ourselves

for the war, Bat it Is positively bumiliating
to think that this mighty republic dare not do

what it should from fear of war with o decrepit
and third rate Power like Spain. Let us
bope that Congress and the Presldent will act
tozetber, and at once, in conceding belligerent
rights to the Cubans, That will settle the

question of Cuban fndependence, end the

Unlted States whl seo & troublesome matter

pertaining to America removed forever from

complications with European Powers.




