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'WASIINGTON, reb, 19,1810,
The Caban n ke § |
Listens 10 the Views of the People nnd is |
Rendy to Iteport Blerwan’s Resolution. |
The pressure brought to bear upon tbe Sepate
Committee on Foreign Relations sn favor of Sher-
man's Cuban resolution has,it sppears, been 100 |
great even for the resistance of Mr, Sumner. Tbat
has toa of
3t, 08 well a5 Senator Morton’s bill, and bzs conde-
rcended 1o report it favorably, provided & majority
©f the committee will soinstruct him. The commit-
tee have given 1t some attention already, and the
meln questiop scems 1o be nggl_llcr 1o report Ster-
2080’ resolution or Morton's bill  Shermih sajs fi2
@o¢s not care which is reportea, bat be thinis both
af them should be, a& they are not identleal and do
not confiict with cach other, He thinlsthat if the
Douse should pass Bauls’ joint resolution relative 10
Cuba 1t would go throughthe Scnate. Itg provisions
xcet with Lits approval, nd he would 25 soon vote
foritas for his own yroposition, Me 18 of opinton
that action will be taken by the House first, because
the Scnate Commitice ob Foreign Relations 18 not
Nkely 1o1cport or, indeed, come toany conclusion
&1 gu early aay. Some mcasure of the kind, he
thinks, will certainly pass Congress at this session,
Effects of Acrording Belligerent Itights 1o
Ouba—=Tle Spauish Treaty of 1793,
There has been & good deal of nonsense recently
in some of your coutcmporarics as Lo the cffect of
granting belligerent yiglts upon the course of Spain
1oyards our goverument, One puper gives it as the |
opinion of Secretary Fish that it would Jead to 1.
cvitaule war, because, jorsooth, the Spanish gov-
ernment would forthwith insist upon ber rignt,
under the treaty of 1785, 1o make a search of all
American vessels upon the high seas. A brief
relerente (o the history of the trealy and 1ts condl-
tlons will exbinit the foliy of this Spanish-American
war cry. The treaty of 1795 with spain provided
that Incase eithor party should Le crzagea tn war
the ships and vessels belonging to the subjects
or people eof the other party should be Iur-
Dished with sea leitcrs, or passports, showing
the nationaiity and character of the ships, which
papers were 10 be made according to tne form an-
nexed 1o the treaty, and repewed every year, If ves.
»els should retorn bome 80 often. If the ships ol
cither party were mes at Sea by the vessels of the
other, such suips, upon the cxhibition of thetr pass-
ports, were to be tree 1o purave their voyages. Now
)t appears on examination ol the question, that the
form of the passports was not aubexed 10 the
treaty, and the Supreme Court haa held in the case
©f the *amicavle Isabellat'—six Wheaton, 1—ihat
inis section of the frealy was imperfect
804 1poperative in  consequence of  this
omisaton. This decislon  wourd gcem 1o
be decisive of the righis of both Spaniarce
and Americans unaer this section of the treaty,
snd in fact, thers 18 no doubt 1t leaves the
Tight of eearch In precisely the same positionas if
no proviclons on that subject nad ever been in-
scrted, The whole object of the seclion was 10 ¢
brace in the form of a treaty the American doctrine
tust free sbips meke Iree goods, and to limit and
yesirict the right of search as claimed by the great
antime natious st the close of the last century.
As the old clatms of the maritime nations i that
yegard have gince been abandoned there 18 nothing
30 the treaty or the rights of Spain that could em-
barrass our commerce, if we bad sny. So mucl,
therefore, for the fears of o war with Spatn tn case
‘we should give belligerent rights or recognition w0
Cuva, at least 80 Jar as the treaty of 1795 18 con.
cerned.




