Spanish Torces in Uubn.

It is not easy to getat tho stmngth of the
forces of qontending pariies iia war. Wo
remember in our late war that the statemonts
about the armies wero frequonily groatly ex-
agzerated on both sides. Tho rebels cspe-
cialiy made out that they had largo forces
when they had not, for the parpose of pro-
ducing an effect, and defeated generals always
maganified vastly the numbers opposed o
them. It is the same, or worse, with rogard
to tho war in Cuba. A statemont has been
%ent to us of thostrength of the Spanish army
in that island, which must be either very much
overrated or it shows that the Cubang are
mach sironger than the Spaniards admit, We
give the figures for w!mt they aro worth ;—
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Eleven battalions of mmncry organized n
estimated so be of same girength as
thePenmsu]arugm mI BT verevernerenee 11,000
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Besides theso 10roes 1n toe field thero aro
more than 40,000 volunieer troops doing
garitson Aoty .
Grand total..,
Ifthis estimate is at all reliable it must be

based upon the number of froops originally
sent out from Spnln and those organized in
Cuba, without talung into account the deple-
tion of the army by sickness and death, losses
in battle, desertions, returned soldiers, and
other causes. Of the sixty-seven thousand
regulars and militia it is fair to conclude there
are not now more than thirly-five thousand
effective men, If as many. The forty thousand
volunteers might be reduced to twenty-five
thousand. But these do garrison duty only,
and are not very effective any way. In fact
they constitute & force on paper oaly. Ex-
gept the fow Spanlards enrolleq in thiy body
the rest cannot be fristed, and the Spanish
authorities are too sagacious to trust them in
the field or out of sight. According to the
Almanach de Gotha, the entire active army of
Spain,last year amounted fo only eighty-four
thousand two hundred and ninety men. How
conld sixty-seven thousand be spared for
Cuba? How, in the disturbed condition ‘of
Spain, could the government spare more than
three-fourths of ity army for this colony alone ?
The statement is incredible, and shows |
that it is made for the purpose of de-
ceiving the public both on this side of the
Atlanticand in Spain. We rather think the
figures given might be divided by the figure
three and be nearer the truth. If the number
of troops originally sent to Cuba approaches
that stated thero must have been a fearful
loss of life, and this is a bad omen for the con-
tinuance of Spanish rule over the island, In-
deed, it furnishes the most p ful

for the of Cuban indep Ad-

miiting this extravagant statement of Spanish

forces to be true, it shews the inability of

Spain to put down the insurrection, Nearly

eighteen months have elapsed since the war in

Coba commenced, and yet Spaia is further off

than ever from subduing tho insurgents. If

sixty-seven thousand regulars and forty thou-
sand volunteers, according to this Spanish
statement, cannot put down the insurrection
in eighteen months, how long will it take ?
Ard where are the additional forces to be
found to fill up the loss by disease, battle and
other causes? What, too, becomes of the
assertion that there is no war in Cuba of any
consequenge? With all the power Spain has
been able to use the insurgents, eo far from
being suppressed, have grown stronger; and
the late nows of their success proves this.

According to this evidence of the Spaniard

themselves they have & very serlous war on

kand, yet our Secretary of State cannot seo a

cage of belligerency. Red tape in the State

Department  end Spanish falsehoods have

proved stmnger than facts or the interests and

sympathies of the American people.




