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Afcirs 1n Onba—The L
Disgraced.

In the carly and purer {imes of tho American
ropublic its citizons had reacon to ba proud
of thelr country and government. It was
respected, too, by all nations, The flag was
hailed everywbers as the emblem of freedom
and right. None but despots, monarchs and
the priviloged arislocratic orders of the Old
World hated or were unfriendly to the Unlted
Btates, The mass of the people in all countries
looked to this land of liberty as the hope of
the world—the country which, through its
example, growing power and active sympathy
in the cause of freedom, should in time
regenerate the world. Never dld a people
struggling for liberty and independence look
in vain to the great Amerioan republlc for
encouragement, In former days oceans
and continents even were no barriers fo
American sympathy for those who were strug-
gling to be free, In the Polish and Huoga-
rlan Insurrections, in the Fronch, Italian and
other revolutions, and in the struggle for
popnlar rights in Ircland, Eogland and else-
where, the people who rose against their
oppressors found & friend and a hearty God-
speed in the United States, Friendly interna-
tional relations with the governments or rulers
against whom the people rose did not prevent
the American Congress from proclaiming its
sympathy with the oppressed, or of giving
them every encouragement possible, Nor was
the republic afraid of war in defenco of the
rights of its cltizens, Every student of history
koows that the war of independence was
brought on by resistance to an unjust tax
only. Itis known, 100, that the war of 1812
with Great Britain, tho first Power in the
woild then, sprang from a determination to
protect the flag, which had been insulied by

the claim of England to the right of search.
Our fathers did not weigh the conscquences of
war, cven with the first Power of the world,
when priaciples of right, national Lonor or
national policy were at stake,

But how isit now? At the very timo whea
this nation has proved itself to be the most
powerful one on the carth; when no nation or
combination of nstions could wage successful
war agaiost it; when the greatest Powera
could hardly be drivon into a war with it, this
nighty republic has abandoned the cause of
freedom, has becomo the friend and ally of the
worst despolism, and has failed to protect its
owa citizens sbroad. Yes, it cringes and
| trembles before tho threats of a third rate |
Power, We do not exaggerate, Look at tho
conduet of the gévernment in the case of Cuba
and at the outrages upon American citizens
on that island, 1t bas given effective aid to
Spain to crush the Cubans, bas prevented, Ly
an ned vigilance, an it to
the Cuban patriots, and has obstinately .
resisted the pgenerous impulses and will
of the American people in refusing to:
recognize the belligerency of the Cubans,
And this we understand, and have reasonto
believe, §8 Lecause the administration, or at
least the Secretary of State, is afrald of war
with Spain. The cunaing and hragging Span-
fards bave mado this timid administration and
weak man in the State Department tremble,
The same tactics the Spaniards have followed
in Cuba—the tactics of bombast and false-
Lood—to suppress the fnsurrcction they have
used effectively at Washington, The same fa

being tried upon the press and people of this
country. But they will fail here, for the inde-
pendent American prees cannot be influenced
in that way, aad neither it nor the people aro
as dly a3 the administrati As a
i of the ic and dacl
tactics of the Spaniards we publish the follow-
ing letter just seat to us by
AN INDIUNANT EPANIARD.
NEw YoRrx, Feb. 12, 1870,

To s EpiTol OF THE NLRALD:—~

do 1o-uaty 3 UCRALD Jou whte again on the Cudan
question und you manifest the Fame nonsense than
cver lu all your uilicles. JT scems 10 e tncredibie
that pullle wiitcis of 2 ncwenaper, whose edifors
claun 10 be @ Jeadlug journal, state §0 wany binn-
dere o order to Lna.cad tlhe people.  You Ray that
the pulicy of the gorernment should be ozea and i
bioad, dectening beligeient rights to ihe Cubanas, |
Where are e cillcs, towns and ports of
the rebels to declare bellizerent rights, as provided
by the nteraatious! lawa ot all nativns? Jmsisto
talk like @ chinld, without sense of any kind.

11 Congress grunts belligeseutTighisto the Cubans
the Spanish government has the nght o1 search to
211 American vessela notoanlyon the iine of blockade
but on the nigh seas, aud tis would be worse for
the Aweriean commerce. This right of the Spaotsh
goveruwicnt IS provided iu the {reaty of Lhe year
1793, and world be enforced by our navy.

You say 1hat g war with Spain would be like
a cina's play, and you Would tuke posses:on of
all Spanish Ametica $n iess than ouc mouth. What
anonsenss. The whole American nation could zot
1ake possession of any Spauish doman if the gove
crnuent and people of bpain are willing to deicnd
tiem 88 they ate now, Your navy tuatjou call
powerful canaot competo With ours In any respect,
und 1 210 gure that if LUG 10 NAI0OLS Wele at War
you would sufier the worse of it, because our fron-
ciads are newer and 80 well butit and oficered

you capnot present one in Bl your
navy capable of making any harm at ail
to any of tsem. If tne Americzns could land in
any Spanish pussession they would fight 1n batlles,
and this 13 the Lestof ull for our disctpitned soldlera.

Tne war in Cuba bas not ewded, because they
alwaya iy from place 1o place 1o large and smail
bauds, and our soldiers caunol Sad tuen at all ready
10 fight. TDis 8tate of war cannot be ended asin
pitched batilea, and it ts necessary 1o huatthemlike
WL beusts $a thelr places of concealment.

SERAIUIN BUSTO, 167 earl strect.

It would be superfluous labor to attempt to
answer (his exalted Spaniard, and we only
notice the letter 1o show the ignorance, bom-
bastic pretensions and folly of the Spaniards,
and the sort of stuff wbich has made Mr.
Socretary Fish, other members of the admiais-
tration and Mr, Sumner tromble In thelr
boots. Wo can hardly think General Grant
bas sunk 50 low. We caunot bellero that the
man who proposed to march an army across
the Rio Grande to drive the French out of |
| Mexlco—that he who was ready to measure |
gwords with the first Power in Europe—is
afraid of a third rate ani Qemoralized nation
like Spain, A war with Spain would be
really—in thel ge the indignant Spanlard
has given ng credit for—but child’s play to the
United Stales. No Spaniard could put his
oot on the soil of this republic to do any
damage if there were war. We would soon
bave a navy out that would make short work of
the boasted Spanish iron-clads and other war
vessels. We would seizo the possessions of Spain

in America, and that would inderonify us for
the war, and, if necessary to proceed to
extremitics, we would lay Cadiz and the other
senbo.nrd cities of Spafa in nshes. Asto the
question of the right of search Spain would
bave, should we recognize the belligerency of
tho Cubang, under a treaty of 1795, as the
writer of the above letter asserts, the sooner

wo abolish such an absurd treaty, If it really
existg, the botter. Let us get rid at oace and
forever of all these Old World trammels as
fur as the American Conlineat and its {slands
are concerned, The iimo has come when we
should have no more treatles or trouble with
i ECuropoan natioas on questiond affecting

Ameriea. Tenceforth our motto should bo
“America for the Americans,” and we shonld
inaugurate a bold and comprehensive policy
fo separato Europs and European govern-
mental infl from this hemispt We
are in & position fo do this; we ought to do it,
and it is the true policy forthe United States
to pursue.

Do we want an opporlunily in tho case of
Cuba? Does not the blood of Amorican citi-
zens—of those young men from New York,
Greenwallh, Foster, Johuson and Gardaér,
who were fired upon by the brutal voluntecrs—
glve the government the opportunity to demand
the cessation of Spanish rulein Cuba? Do not
the plied and on our
citizens in that island, the intercsts of our
commerce and o true American policy, call
upon the government to eeize the present occa-
slon for endiog Spanish rulo there? As long
as Cuba bolongs to Spain we sball have troublo
about the island. It bas been, in fact, & con-
stant source of trouble with Europe. The
time has arrived when we can ond all that,
Give the Cubans that fairchance to which they
aro entitled, and let the sympatbies of our
people have fair play in this struggle of Amer-
ican liberty against European despotism, and
the question will be settled without involving
tbe necessitly of war with Spain. Should
Spain, however, make it a case of war, better
that than submit to occupy our present amom-
alous and humilisting position and see Cuba
lost.  Will the President overrule tho cowardly
policy of Secretary Fish with regard to Cuba?
Will Congress carry out the will of the people
and boldly declare for the freedom of Cuba?
Have we any statesmen of large views and
with courage and ability enough lo demand, in
the name of the people, tho independenco and
annexation of the Gem of the Antilles?
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