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Discournging Accounts from the Cuban Pa-
triots—The Sentiments of the President.

There are two eides to the Cuban s well 83 to
all other stories. From a high offictal source I have
to-day heard s number of facts, which, If rellable—
and I have every reason to credis them—throw a
flood of 1ight upon the real situation tn the “Ever
Faithful Isle.” The facts alladed to are based upon
official information from our agents in various parts
of Oubsa, 89 well as from private lettcrs recetved
here and elsewhere, from parties whose opportunities
for obtaining accurate knowledge of the progress of
the elvil war are such as te guarantce perfect
reliabiity. The faference to be drawn from these
despatches and letters—and I state 1t with regret—
is that the revolutionof the patriots is on its last
legs. Thelr forces are reduced to a mere handfai of
armed and unarmed men, Who are carryjugon a pre-
da tory warfsre, merely prolonging the struggle in tbe
lorlorn hope that gomething may yet turn up to help
thelr cause, ana that then their iittle family may be
made the nuclens from which will gather the dis-
Pirited patriofs in every part of the island. The

party, to my

13 now driven out of every stronghold which a
few months ago 1t possessed. I holds not a
single town on the fsland, and Is compelled to
confine Itself to attacks upon the Spanlards
along the NarTow roadsand briate paths, Further,
1 learn that intercepted letters show teat the Junta
itself 13 badly demoraltzed ana distracted by inter-
nal dissensions, which cause allits expensive efforts
10 ald the patriots to eventuate in failures ana dis-
asterd. Some of fhese letters indicate that jealonsy
and peity wrangles about precedence and leader- !
ship are the cause of sheze dissensions. For in-
stance, one member of the Junta writes to & friend
In Cuba that “Lemus is & weak, inefeiens,
ambitious and pompous ofictal, who s so
inflated by his own importance a3 to aink
every other consideratton on tne altar of
vamty and self-interest.” Another letter calls
Aldama a traitor. St anotber describes him as
belng “simply a money bag, stuffed tuil of gold, and
without an atom of senso or discretion.” Nearly
every member of the Juuta Is abused by some one
or otber of s colleagues tn the flercest manner and
characterized by the vilest epithets. Worse stfl),
some of the Cnbau generals write to their friends
New York that they have no confidence in their men,
2nd ono of them proposes & gurrender to the Captain
General, This last fact I am assurrd 1S beyond
question, alithough 1t had been 50 often demied since
its firse 1n the Tne
letter of this dispirited general hss becn exnibited
at the State Department, and 13 known to be
genutne, but for obvicus reasons will not be made
public for the present.

Ay the State Department the failare of the Cubans
18 considered 10 be due to the inefMctency and
blundering of the Junta. At an early stage of the
revolution Sefior Lemus, in an Interview with
Secretary Fish, was inlormea that the Cubons
might purchase from our government all the
armsthey conld pay for; furtker, that they might
ship such arms as merchandise to any place in tne
world in American ships, anda would be protected
from search by our governmeast in any place except
within the marine Jurisdiction of Spam. *Vou may
buy a8 many arms as you choose, and you may ship
them as you would sugar or cotton, and we witl
protect yon,” sald Secretary Fish, *But when you
got into Cuban or Spanlsh waters,” added
ne, “you must Iook out for yourselves,
‘There you will have to take the consequences.
But on no account Wil we permit you
to organize an expedition within our territory.
You may send passengers to Cuba, hut you must
not put arms In thelr bands, nor send them away
from here as regulariy orgamzea forces. You have
our sympathy. We would gladly see you win, but
you must remember we have a daty to perform in
executing our neutrality laws.” Instead of saklng
this advice strictly the Cubans mot only bought
arms, but organized armed expedittons and sent
them away from oor shores. The whole number of
men thus sent or Sougltto be sent would not amount
to one fuil regiment, It 13 estimated, so thas they
ceuld Dot have contributed much to the cause, even
| nad they all succeeded 1 making a safe landing,
| Secretary Fish thinks the Cuban Junta in ths re-
‘ spect evidenced their lack of sound judgment and
\
|
|
i

business mansgement. By attempting to scnd away
organized expeditions they forced our government
into an-attitude of hostiity o the patmois, The
admintstration felt constrained to enforce the neu-
trality 1aws against its sympathles and feelings, and
the result has been that nearly all the expeditions
have been crushed by our oficlals. Secretary Fish
13 of the opinion that the Cubans have not sent away
& single cargo of arms unaccompanied by organized
compantes of filibusters. Ile also slates that both
the President and himself were as anxious to sIgn
a proclamation m favor of tne Cabans as the
latter were desirous that ome shouid be issued;
‘but he gzclares that the reckless managemens of the
Junia deprived them of the opportunivy of doing so,
At one time the reveilion seemed to be gaming
: strength rapidly, and a proclamatton was actially
' drawn up and ready to be signed by the Presldent,
| but disaster after disaster foilowed, and the Presi-
; dent was reluctantly compelled to withhold his sig-
| natare to the proclamation.
| The fact that such a large army was sent from
| Spain to suppress the rebeilioa i3 explaimed upon
| the tueory that cholera, yeliow fever and general
sickness did more to k111 off the Spamiards than the
Cuban bullets and sabres,
Tito Cuban Privatecr Annie,
‘ The Spanish Minwstér Bds notfled tho State De-
. partmeat that the steamer Anule, a Cuban privateer,
crossed tho bar off Charleston harbor yesterday
abont noon anc anchored off Fort Sumter, witha
portion of the crew of the Hornet on board. 'the
Secretary of State immediately notlded the Navy De-
partment. A revenue cutter, with the United States
Marshal oz board, has been ordered down to the
suspected steamer,
Rich Specimen from the Siiver Mines of
Nevada,

From tbe Orignal Hidden Treagure Mine, In the
White Pine district, Nevada, & speclnen of very
rich siiver ore has been transmitted to the Commus-
sioner General of the Land Omice, for the geological
cabinet connecied with his office. Thewmass iu ques-
tion consists of sulphuret of silver, assoclated with
4 large proportion of the famous horu suver ore, & |
chlortde of stiver, of soft, wax-like consistency,
which, 1n some places, can be stripped off the walls .
of the vein in sheots. Tne vein sfone 18 quartz, and,
in places, 18 mineratized with antimontat stiver ore, |

TPostmasters in Council. !

Posumaster General Creswell has summoned to
‘Washington the postmasters of the leading -cities of
the conutry to meet him on the 15k inst. for the pur-
pose of general consultation or matiers of import-
ance, Itis understood that Supervistng Architect
Mullett will submit to this convention his plans for
the New York #nd Boston Post Ofices and other im-
portant structures in other citles, and ask them for
suggestions and advice which may be of service in
the prosecution of the work.

Additional Salarles for Clerks.

The clerks in the ofce of the Congressional
Printer bave made application to $he Secretary of
Treasury for an addition of twenty per cept to their
salarics, the fnorease of compensation tp dats back
‘s yoar or more. The clalm is made on the ground
that the law glyiag oMmesrs of We Sczute tweatr

Mismanagement of the Cuban Junfa i}

bér csis &dditional domipensation embraces tne
clerical force of the Congresstonal Printer, who i
clected by she Senate. Secretary Doatwell has
referred the application to the First Comptrolter,
Weekly Customs Recelpts.
The tollowing were the recelpts from customs for

tho week eading December 31:-

At . $198,393
At - 134,000 |
Atl 55,645
At 101,142

At

TaX on Scrap and Waste Tobuoto. .
Applicatin? havipg been raade to Commiaglongr De?
1an0 by dealers Jn lear tobacco to be allowed to yur-
chase the seraps, fraste and sweeplngs of clgar man.
‘vfactarers ta bulk i¥jthout paying any tax thereon,
1nthé same manuer Juauufacinrers of cigars are
allowed to sell in bulk such clippings axd waste fo
tobacco manufacturers to be nsed as material, the
nas decided this cannot be |
granted, and this class of tobacco canrot be allowed
tobo putupon the market as an srticle of tralc
‘without fall with 8il the of
law in regard to it—that is, the payment of sixteen
cents per pound, and proper packing, as required o
@l classes of manufactured smoking tobacco.




