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Berlslon of the ’l‘axatumJ System—Pro-

. ?osed Re-establishment of the 01d

""" Arrangement -of Taxes—News
from the Interior.

The stezmship De Soto, which arrived here yes-
terday, bringe the latest news from Cuba, Porto
Rito and the West India islands, The purser’s
avors e kereby acknowledged,

Buppression of the Direct Contributions—Revis
¥alofthe Old System of Taxaticn—General
Features of 1he Latter—Crmpaign in the
Clm-.ncy—vdmlncdn Golng to l'uerm

1 of the
#zents of Mr. Seward and Party.
TAVAFA, Jan. 25, 1370,
An extra of the Officlal Gazette of the 234 an-
ounces an abolition of the direct contridations, so-
galleq, which was at the foundation of the com-

Platnts made by those who tnsuguratea the preseat

Tevolution in this stand. While following the revo-

lutlon tn Span there 13 no doubs these taxes wouid

&n suy case have been abolished or greatly modifled.

Jhe action of the governmeut under the circum-

stances may be regarded 23 a repetition of the

‘oourse pursued by the British Parllament 1n repeal-

fng the Stamp act during the American Revolution,

sud, like that "famous measure, 1t comes too Jate t0

Satisty rebels In arms.

Thess contribulions Twere, from the first, fll ad-
w0 exclte and at the

same tume 1t is well sestied that they have not af-
forded to the government 5o large a revenue as was
obtaloed under the old aystem. Among the commis-

#ions which proceeded fo Spatn to advise with the

authorities upon & revi<ion of the methodof taxa-

tion in this 1sland were some prominent Cubaas,
®Dd it has been charged that tney advised the oner-
ous method adopted, wWith the ¥iew of exciting & dis-

‘content which should lead 1o revolt. Far more than

the method displaced 1t bore upon the poor, and the |

xrbitrary maaner in which 113 ensctments were ens ‘
farced by the Spantsh oiliclals, who somettmes

#elzed the last domestic animal of the poor laborer, |

-excited the people almost to frenzy. By this decree

ofihe Regent the old system Is re-established. It

imposed arustic 13X of two and & half per cent. on
thenet prodact, and an adaitional two and & half

Per cent for the Church. On cily property, four

‘per cent on net income. Industry and commerce

‘were subjected to a special tTax on income, varying

from one 1o four per ceat, imposed by the Ayanta.

rientos for municipal purposes. Alsoa tax on pur-
chase and sate of property of slx per cent on price,

&nd 1f the buyer paid this tax unaer terms of sale,

$w0 ana one-half per cent on the amount of six per

cent additional, These Wwere the mala features.

Under authorization from the home government,

Ueneral de Rodas decrees that tne change shall take

effect from the 1st of April. ‘The decree Is preceded

by a long preambie, argumentative and explanatory,
hm ‘without interest beyoud the island.

News [T0II the 1DSUrTECLion Comes i but slowly.
and presenr.s Inttie ot fnterest and imporial

on i3 centred in tbe Camaguey, WDSI‘B. uvrev
dwteﬂ o these despalches Joug beiore any move-

of me Eastern De;mmem hes taken piace 1o San-
tiaro de Cuda, and that Valmaseda was prepariog to
Qepars for Puerte Pnnclpe. 1t aads that & party of
the Contraguerillos de Valmaseda had arrived at
Santiago, naving as prisoners the msurgent Generals
Luis Marcapo a0d Pedro Figuerdo, With the family
of thelaiter. The ¥oz de Cuba has this news exclu-
slvely, aud 1t should therelore be taken cum grano
alis, gﬁs njormation of t4at character gencrally

[a1se.
ference to Puello the jonrnals here, often two
ree days behind in publishing news, owing 10
tne Izct tm..n 13 withheld-by the. government, have
mothing. They state that Goyeneche left Puerto
Princtpe on me 15th, With elght days® nrlxons. in the

ghe Pelayo that a pel authority in haevitas
- gtated that Poello wns beslegmz the prlnclpal en-
mens of repels in the enuoned,

<campi! mountains
and tms 18 2L, Much anxiety 18 felt here concermnz
him, and there are rumors a.ﬂoat that his column hag
Been cut tu pieces and himsel

ki 10 Rud cnrrespondenoe from the force of
‘Goyeneche descriptive of the march irom Ciego de
Avila to Puerto n\ncme. 71he troops encountered

1many obstacles, owing to the roughnoss of the lvay,
t 20 ﬂl‘"tll‘.l. unm SIIOX"UJ ‘before arrival, when
the vanm‘d arty of armed Chinamen,

wgggl:lwnl‘lly t‘r‘eu b(!ne g toelr %g‘mbgr“’lru taken
er and St
¥ The Pelayo bmunyt dates lram Gibara to the 19th,
but they ooma.\n nothing of tnierest.
lesterdxy evening arrived here the Mayor of
ﬁe ringing mrurmmon that the Chlel
[ugica md 100 of his preaenm them-
@olves to tne amnormes ror par.
Dnel ‘om Trinidad to tae 21!: xnn Ctenfaegos to
the 234 report encounters &nd varons aitempis at
estruction of estates, the aetaiis of wiuch are of no

daterest.
On the moruing of Saturday, the 224, went to sea
the gunboats Go'dado and Rapido, recently from
New York, having on board the Spanisn Admiral
ardtwo forelgn engiueers, for the purpose of testing
eachinery and general condmnn of vmeb. ‘1hese
‘were pronounced emtnently: smsr actory.

The United States Nagship >evern, Hear Admiral
‘Poor, and the monitors mcmwund Saugus lefi nere

for Matan:
graod parade of me vomnwers Havana, fol-
lovrea by & review In_honor of llr. Seward, loox
Dea rain st came

Sanday. eavy sLorm
elmle the line was tarmmg, nmxd whicn the cupmn
Gene and staff arrived on the ground, and, in de-
Apite of which, conducied the cerzmonies to & close.
Mr, Beward occupied 8 c&mnze. which efectually
him

cu

u’l‘ 008y AT, b"wu‘d and pa\'ty proceed to the estate

"Enps.ﬂn." near Bemba, wnere tney will remain one
ce toey wil procecd to the estate of Al

c,mnnd slma&e near Cardenas, wngre they wii

0
‘Williams, a merchaut of Havana, accowpanies them.
A very lite-like plaster cast of Mr. Seward
Jeen taken by an artist here since his arrlval, !




