TUE CAlss OF CUBA.

Mass Heeting at the Cooper
Institute.

1 “, hi

A of Cuban Sy ap
ers—No Orators, Yet One Too Many—
How a Great Gathering Was De.
spolled of Its Enthusiasm.

A mags moeting on behall of the Cuban patriots |
'was held 1ast evening ln the Cooper Institute. There :
was a crowded attendauce, thers bemng but little
standing room when the proceedings commenced.
Tasteful and handgomé decorations gave to the hatt
quite a festive and lively appearance, Appropriate
emblems and banners adorned the platform and
vleinity, while beautifal wreaths of neatly interwo-
¥en flowers In graceful arches depended from the
celling. Altogether the scene towards eight o’clock
‘Was very anlmated and was rendered not a little
interestimg by the presence of a number of the Cavan
1air, many of whom occupied seats on the platform.
The strains ol national music prepayed the andience
in some measare for the stirring eloquence that was
earnestly anticipated. Unhappily, however, those
sunonnced to speak 41 not, with one or two excep-
tions, put In an appearance, That misfortune might,
tosome extent,bave been easlly remedied,there being
abundance of well known oratorical talent at hand;
but with an Indiscrelion not by any means to be
overlooked, the speaker who succeeded the chair-
man dived headlong into a discussion quite foreign
to the subject at issue, and urged 1t with persistency
equalled only by the unwillingness with which 1t
was listencd to. The length of time so occupled de-
barrea a number of other speakers irom delivering
addresses, the consequence being that the mdonster
gathering was suddenly aispersed.

Shortly before eight o’clock Mr. ALGERNON SULLI-
VAN called the meeung to order and nominated
Morace Grecley as chalrman,

Mr. GREELEY sald he wonld be gratifled to he
allowed to make a few remarks. He was sure there
was nofear of any disaster or disruption. Eehad
8 1eW Words to say 83 to the gentlemen Who can-
uoned them that this meeting was likely to bring
ttem Into collislon With the government, They had
o such purpose. In the long struggle between the
patriots of what was called Spanish America and
the mother country it was always the privilege of
the people aud the right of the American people to
instruct therr government, and 1t might be to
instruct their government 1n its better purposes and

resolutions. The people told the government that it
was the tnterest and the spirit end pleasure of the
people that this Continent shonld be continued a
free Tepublic, The people believed that they had a
Tight t0 express their ideas, and they aid so, notin

any disrespect to thlglnrxxovemmenz, not in any hos-
ity to e ent, but In farlherance of
whatin the natire of things must be the spirit and
purpose of their government., With regard to tbis
atmnle. 10 Which they Were wnneases, and wim
h they avowedly sympathized, he would i

Tt in me first Flwe "t Was a Tach ndt o be beltiie
and far ﬂ'om bef m’l dented tagt the struggle agalnst
f 1sh rul ba was now some eighieen months
old. In every one of those months they had been
told that the rebels werg crushed or about tobe

alterna W the,

crushea, generally =10 ‘were just
belng crushed, and now they were crushed alto-

getoer. Butit eu owh that tle Jnsurgents
wexe not crushed out. , i 1 ggle were

\nds
excuse for such statements; but msy Knew tlmt the
warfare 100K place on an island Scarcely larxer
than the State ol New York. The mume was 8l
ToVIN, tak: that

prolonged, p! unmi: ab] at  there
sl cxisted & state of bemzerency there.
For  sguare of ought

to bave been defeated long , but the continued
stmggle for elghteen monihs showed the state of
belligerency, and there was now going o nactual and
active wariare, just as much 8o as ihere waa al
beginning, Nouady could donbk mat there wn.s
actital warfare going. tners ed the
govemmenc wonld elioye and’ e o for It
‘Was now higl After n.uumng to tne qusmm
©of Eurcpean GO[ODIZBUOII, showing that 1t was the
A\nerlcan 1dea and resotution to be no longer ruled
by European power, he referred to the slavery at
px‘went golnk on in’Cuba. It Was almost too laie to

ad sh
Spatn hag already shown that sne meant to matn-
tum slaver.v and 1nsisted upon maintainingit. 1t
s 8 fact thas there was s convulsion gog on in

3 tlle Cnban s1de lnslsze that Cub:
should selt itself and be pald for itselr, and than,
smong other things, would be the foundatton of the
republic of Cuba, After some runher nbscrvatlons
Teeley introduced to the audienc

Mre CAsslUs CLAY, ot Kentucky, who aadressed the
meeting and said that atter exghn yenra’ absence in
the service of nis country he d before them once

ore. He then referred to mo Inclﬂem;! 1o bis per.
sonal history, on which he wished 10 make some
15 nad pecn alle eged 8

0] and

England had declared ner vlews by 8 proclsm;-
tion as to belligerency. Mr. cuy referred also
at some lengith to his generalship
ur the United States Ax'my w}uch he sald

offered him by ident Lincoln
betore le (Mr. clay) went l.o Russia 88 Unned

itates Minlster. be accepied the major gene-

l‘llSlIlD subsequemly, Ze did so only tn niew of the
fatercsis of his native land. Passing fr
merely personal toples Lo qt n,
said the Cubans were laboring under a persecation

that, compared with that of ogyr forefathers tn 1718,
was Irbert! luelr. In every counsry proresslng to be
Iree the only nded in

mes  Of e aapger o liberty,
were a mlluon mm a hglf of people, and they nave
been in a state of siege. For three centuries this
sland has been me mb ece of oid Spain. The

liber-

ties of Mexico and St mingo been fought

for before the ltberties of Lubn had been ghn\g&l o!i
e

Thefr proportion of taxatton was at il
twenty-two dollars per head, while Spain (me
mother conntry )only contriduted seven. Yeg despite
avy taxation there were no schaols nor
a.ulumn!, and no great ‘expenses on behalf of this
people. In 1860, nI er rreanenz attempts at revolu-

tion, the the people rematned
quiescent; na repmennmvu were In-
vited o t the Bpanish governmen: and

apong other things sgreed upon at this meeting was
the removal of the inquities of the Castom House,
and the Cubans intimated that that would be “suitl-

w:f’that they were advised m
tton of belligerency because it joopamued theclatms
Amcrlch nm upon En%l:md in the question Of *The
labama.” however, 1o 8how the peo-
Le of the Umtea States that tne u\lesuon of trtle !;%l-
'V o

Ba Leld that
Mr. Beward was e British
nation responsm}e for the aectaration or bemzer.
ency on the 15th of May, 1861. Upon that guestion
merica must back down and back down entirely;
mr America couid never recover & cent from Eng-
land on that gmund. England owed It to herselt to
& Blate belllgerency  when &

certaln_ set nx eventa had occurred. Mr. Clay
then urged at great lepgth, amid noisy demon-
gtrations of lwmpatience by the audience, that
land had 80 far compromised herself by direct

bie that she must meet the fust clatms of America.
Mr. Clay concluded by & few hastily gathered up
sentences on behalf of Cuban freeaom and brought
his speech to a very abrupt clos

Resolutions were passed s!mpamzmk with the
penme ox Cnbn. wh u for more than & y

rried ‘war agamst Spatn In wnﬂlca-

uon of the malxenable rights of self-govera.
ment; asking, also, President Grant to accord
the rlghts of belllgerency to & people struggling
to free themselves from &0 Oppressive government;
ashing also that the President, the Sepate and the
‘House of Representatives be requested 1o proclaim
1n legal form the existence of a state of beliigerance
between the Cuban patrlots and the Spanisk _nation,

Furtner resolutions, organizing & chartable aid
soclety for Guba Were also passe

Colonel BANGM. , AN, Of New Jersev, next adaressed
the meeting. belitved that interest of the
American people, a8 \vell a8 lne mterest of Cul
Involved 1n the Tecogniuion oOf beiligerent rlgm.a.
ue cnnsmereu that. znchnnans Yrere more unjos

pres; th other 1
mnhauenrrebeuea. The nmury of. Cuns peop 0

be written in_a eingle
spoll

e beat 1n e 31 & Deople
mnggm}]z Tor Lhun whlch tnﬂ! Dﬂﬂ 8 l’lzm to mr au

zht to gov:
Speaer reviemed: ;u sae Ivngm the's cpleluon ortng

independence of Cuba, and strov g1y gdvocsted the
merrerenca of !hg zovell;nll;!dm @ effect that ubject.

Mr, LIDDY sed_the au
DOID"DB wib te‘Wm“ °“"Jlfu11 to the ntmzzles ot
France
nis

and ‘,or uberzy. and exnxessmz
s great satuuacuonn at bie lived {n America where

' these struggles for nadom wera ended, He bew
lteved that the fre .dom and justice proclatmed by
1be Nazarene W, be tna o lcy E£ooner or later of
mb that the

Tad the falest
bamz quesv.loné
fMcn
me lo collec.! the nne mu" from

v u‘“‘}g%‘n ifMculty the Fenians
TR N—

) 2
L TREOW“ ‘more zealons demenstration m

't Spanitbert
“m heaving adjoured shortly after ten 'clock.

‘e meeting adjourn



