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CUBAN AFFAIRS |

{END OF THE REBELLION.

Consul General Plumb’s
Report.

Negotiations With Spain for the
Purchase of the Island.
e R
Four Propositions from the United States
and Four from Epain.

CUBA WILL 300 BEH QURS.

WASHINGTOY, Jam. 8, 1870,

Ir any confirmation were needed of the despaten I
86Nt you some days Ago as o the real statas of the
Caban revolution it could bs found in the report
slnce made fo the State Department by Consul Gen-
eral Plumb. That gentleman has just returned from
an extensive tour through Cuba,1n the course of
‘which he had the most favorable opportuntties for
correct observation, and was afforded facilitles not
enjoyed by efther of the contend!ing parties.

statements coming from efvher the Spanish author-
itles or the Cuban leaders might well be taken cum
grano salls. Interest would naturally give the most
favorable hue to reports emanating from the one
stdeor theother. Butit I8 fair to suppose that Mr.
Plumb, being a United States official, nad no Interest
one way or the other, and that what he might say
or write wonld be entitled to be received as the im-
Fartial testimony of ons who had no other object
than the elucidation of the truth and the furaishing
of corract tnformation to his government,

Now, when [add to thie above the furtner fact that
when Mr. Plamb went dat ts €lbd & tepiésent our
goversment he was (a2 ardent sympathizer with
the revolutionary movement, perhaps it will attach
greater welght to his statements pro Hispania. But
‘when I assert that Plumb's sympathy with the
| Cabans was 80 strong before his deparwure for Ha-
Vana ag to induce the usually discreet Spantsh Min.
ister here (Selor Roberts) to express to Secretary
Fisn surprise that an avowed enemy of Spatn shounla
be appointed to act us Consul Generaljn the ‘“ever
faithful isle,’ at a time when propriety suggested
the gelection of a perfectly impartial personage to
discharge the duties of the post faithfally and satis.
factorlly to both Soatn and the United States, I have
supplied & still stronger reason for belleving tne
ca!m and dispassionate report which Mr. Plumb has
Been it to submit to the State Department.

And I know whereof Iwrite when I venture to
state that Befior Roberts did thus converse with Sec-
retary Fish about the appemtment of Plumb as Con-
sul General to Havana, 1 know that Roberts’ con-
versation on the subject assumed very nearly the
form of a protest against Plumbp’s appotntment and
confirmation.

‘Well, this Plumb's report is summed up very
briefy—that tne rebeition in Cuba is practically at
an end. Inother words i¢ 1s a melancholy and de-
plorasle confirmation of my former despatch on t2e
same subject,

Or whatever other sum might be agreed upon, for in.
demnificasion to Spain, .

Tuese propositions, baving bdeen accepted by the
President and Cobinet, were forwarded to Minister
8icKi$) With Inssructions that he should read them
to the Syuretary of Forelgn Affairs for Spain. Just
about thig v we the rebetlion showed signs of ln-
creasing streng.t in Cube, and tne moment for nego-
1ations was deemel Opportune, About the same
time also Sickles was JUrected td institute negotla.
t1ons for the purchase of GI\a by our government,

Slekles did not fally carry o3 his instructiona on
these polnts, and in failing to do 52 he 13 constdered
tohave made a great, though the oni§, mistake since
bus appolatment. He was directed to send the propo-
sitions of Becretary Fish to the Spanish government.
Instead of doing so he sought au interview with
Siivela and informed him what we proposcd 8s the
basis of agreement.

A dizcusston of a friendly character took place av
this interview betwoen Sicles and Silvela, during
‘Which the latier expressed the opinion thas an indis«
Dbensavle condition precedeat of treating with the {n.
BUrgents ought to b the Jaying down of their arms by
the Cubans. If thelatter would consent to this condl-

slon then Spala wounld be Willing to allow the queg-
tlon of the Independence of Cuba to be dectded by
the votes of the people of the 13tand.

Sickles communicated this and some other propo-
sitlons to Secretary Fish, The latter refused for g
moment to entertatn the first or second propositions.
For the Cubans 1o lay down therr arms, be thought,
would be expecting tao much, in view of the fact
that the Spantards wonld have their volunteers and
regulars in full force on the sland. Then whata
mockery would any election be for the Cabans under
such circumstances! How could they vote fn the
face of Intimidation and armed survelliance? Mr.
Fish declined the preposttions, therefore, and in-
structed Sfckles to insist upon the original basis as
the only one that wounld be eniertained either by the
Cabans or the United States,

Sickles did this, and the negotiatlons were pro-
gressing favorably, after the consideration and re-
jection of a varmety of terms, when the Republican
émeute occarred 1n Spatn,

The political condition of Spain at this jancture
wasalarming, The people were spiit up into several
parties. There was the de facto governmens party,
the Carlists, the republican parsy, the Charch party
and the adherents of three or four more, lea by men
ambitlous to Vault 1nto supreme power, The firat of
these wad dntagonized by all the rest, Prim and
Serrano had ardle to play that called for all the
gK1ll and Qaring they possessed. |

Sickles, Uke a ghrewd diplomat, comprehended |
the situation. Seeing that the different Spanish
[factions would avail themselves of the negotiations
for a purchase of Uuba to make political capital, he
telegraphed here asking for discretionary powers in
the matter of the negotiations, and to be allowed, i
necessary in his judgment, to withdraw our offer of
frienaly offices.

Secretary Fish prompily answered this despacch,
Rraunitng all the discretion to Minister Sickles that
Lie mght require.

In the meantime Rawlins had, by his enthustastic
advecacy of Cuban acquisition, induced our ad-
ministration here to rostract Sickles to inform the
Spanish goverpment that unless Spain should con-
sent to sell Cuba to the Unlted States within ten
days we would be constrained to acknowledge the
1ndependent republic of Cba. .

‘When Sickles received thia startling despatch he
thought it was time to submut Fish's four original
propositions to Siivela. He, therefore, wrote a nots
incorporating these propositions, and recelved a
written auswer, contaluing a Spanish substitute for
the A i basis of Thia

Mr. Plumb ata¥3 that there are afew
rebeissill in an attitude of declared hostility to
Spanish ascendancy In Caba, but that they are des-
titute entirely of political organization ana have
stmost no aiseipline 1 a military point of view. They
are scattered In various localitles, he declares, and
conflce themselves to the prosecution of a guerlila
'warfare, not being strong emough to confroat the
Spanlards in open fight 1n any considerable num-
bers, and not holdiag & single position of the
slightess importance in a strategle or political view.

Mr. Plumb adds that this style of warfare, owing
o the pecaliar lopography of the 1sland, can be car-
ried on by the Cupans for years, but that while of
sourse 1t will be embarrassing to the Spanish
authoritles 1t cannot strengshen the cause of the
patriots to any degree. They wull never, he thiuks,
make the slightest headway by tnelhpresenﬁ modus
operandt. :

Now this 1 a pretty stonning report right on the
heels of my recent statement that the Caban rebel-
Mon is on its last legs. But I assure youl give it
Just as I have obtained it from the highest sources
of information, and that I neither mitigate norexag-

twas as follows:—

First—Absolute disarmament of the Caban revolu.
tionary army,

Second—Indemnification to Spain for all the
Spanish property destroyed on the island, to ba
guaranteed by the United S‘ﬂ&

Third—The people of tula to be sllowea to vote
freely on the question of separation from $pain, and
Tull proteciion to be granted to such Cubans as

might be sent to treat with the Spanish authorities.

Fourth—A general amoesty to be graated to the
Insargents.

Bickles thereupon wrote a note to Blivela with-
drawing his tender of friendly officers, but nov witn.
drawing the note containing Fish’s four proposi-
tlons, Sickles feit he had mo autaority to withdraw
the proposed pasis of settlement, a!thongh he had
tult license to withdra® OF 1ok, 1 kis direction. the
tender of oar friendly offices.

This effectually dlsposes of the oft-repeatéd asser-
tlon that Spatn rejected our offer of mediatlon. The
fact is we never offered to “mediate,” so to speak .,
‘We only tendered one good offices, aud withdrew
them of our owa volition.

But though the Spanish newspapers teemed with
snnouncements of our alleged withdrawa! of & ten-

THE NEGOTIATIONS WITH BPAIN ABOUT CUBA.

Tho secres hisiory of our diplomatic correspond.
ence and with the of
Spain concerning the rebellion in Cuba, and our
aestireto put an end tolt, either by tendering our good
offices or by actual purchass of the island, has never
been folly published. Iam not sure thiat Ihave all
the essential facts w give a cononected account of
these negotiations, but within the past few days I
have become possessed of some desired linksin the
chain of required facts, whick, Ithink, enable me to
supply you with a better statement of the negotla-
tions than has yet found its way Into print. In
giving this statement I shall have to republish some
matters which have from time to time appesred in
my telegraphlc correspondence. *

TENXDER OF THE “FRIENDLY OFFICES"
GOVERNMENT.

On September 3 Mimister Sicklea received a de.
apatch from Secretary Fish directing Lim, 1u view
of the deplorable condition of affairs in Cuba, to
tender to the Spanish government thg “friendly
oflices of the United States 1n tke hope aof bringing
about an amicable understanding between the
contending parties. DBe it noticed that we did not
offer to mediate, but to wterpose merely “our
Iriendly offices.” There 13 a distinciion here which

=%

OF OUR

never

gerate, Itisa Pplain der of the Spanish
80 0D account of my oW eympathies i the 0pposite | gnee dented them or endeavored ta set the pablis
directfon. mind right on the subject, Tnis greatly annoyed

Dboth Sickles and Fish.

In & despatch you published yesterday I let you
1nto the aecret of the Cabinet resolve to demand the
sale ot Caba within & fixed period or to recognize the
1nfant republic. Ineed not, therefore, repeat that,
88 18 must still be fresh in the rainds of your readers,

PRESENT STATUS OF THE QUESTION.

Ican only add now that the question 18 in about
this state at the present writing, Both'Prim and
Serrano are In faver of seliing us Cuba, and I know
that Slckiea has assurances of that kind. Prim and
Serrano are only afraid of the unsetiled state of
afawsin gheir country.

Were there only some atrong government estabe
lished in Spaln, il matters not whether the Prim or
the Serrano faction might be in control, there exista
no doubt that in a very short time negotiations
would be reopened and resuit in transferring the
“ever fatthful’” to the ever free repubdblic of the
United States,

By the way, how anexpectedly my despatch to you
the other day about tbe conspiracy of the Serrano
partisans to make that veteran almost a king has
been verified, The very next daya cable telegram
from sadrid announnced the fact, and also the resig.
natlon of the Aflinistry. This demonstrates that my
sonrces of in are perfectly reliable.

perhaps the mass of readers do not
Mediation 13 an interposition which ¢an only be sug-
gested or ofiered when two {independent na.
tions are at war, or iave some grave subject of con-
troversy pending. “Friendly omices" are allowable

FISH NOT AVERSE TO THE PGBLICATION OF HiS COB-
RESPONDENCE ABQUT CUBA.

Now asto another poiat, It 13 8 mistake to sup-

pose that Secretary Fisa 1S averse to having all the

about Caba given to the public.

when a ‘warlike or exists be-
tween a recognized nation and some of 1ts depen-
dencles or colonies, as between Spain, the home
government, and Cubg, the colony governed.
Minister Sickles on receiving this dispatch com.
Taunicated without delay with the Spanish govern-
ment. Inan interview with Slivels, the Minfster of
Foreign Affairs of Spain, General Sickles formally
tendered the good offices oI our government.
IDbelieve, bat am not certaln, that

So far a8 be 18 personally concerned he considers
that a publication at this time would not be damag-
10g to himself or the administration. But there are
stzong reasons why he should not consent to thelr
pablicatton yet. The principsl reason i3 that no
one can tell yet what may be the result of the pre-
sent complicated state of affairs in Spain. He feels
assured that should either Prim or Serrano succeed
our negotiations for the purchase of Cuba woutd

Sickles put this tender in the skape of a formal dip-
lomatic commuanication in writing. However, the
tender was received by Silvela on the part of Spatn
With strong expressions of thanks, and accepted
without hesitation. So far so good.

The next atep was the eettlement of the terms of a
‘basis to open the negotlations, or good offices thus
accepted. Secretary Fish made the inftiacive. He
drew up four propositlons, which he proposed as
the basis for the settlement of the difculifes be-
tween Spatn nd her colony,

‘These propositions I was able to send you at the
time, but for the sake of a clear 1

be , with every of a speedy con-
summation favorable to our wishes, But & prema-
ture publication just now might have the efecs of
raising such a clambr tn Spain &8 to sweep from the
political fleld botk Serrano and Prim, and carry lnto
power some one pledged to resist the sale of Cuba
to our government on any lerms.

Spaulards and Cabans Over-Estimating Their
Positions aud Strength~—Captain Gencral De
Rodas’ Latest Proclamation—His' ,View of

Affairs 1 b,
o Cabe. ‘WASHINGTON, Jan. 9, 1870,

has taken no recent action on

Tepeau them now, They are as follows:—
Pirst

‘The
the affalrs of Cuba, nor is 1t Known that any 13 con-

of Cuban N
econd—Indemuification to Spa‘m, to be paid from

Se
ihe customs revenue of the zlan

Znird—Abolition of slaver:

JFourth—Cessatton of hos|
tlement on the above terms.

The indemnification provided for in tne second
proposition was to have been obtalued by the
hypothecnho? of the customs of the sland, which
amount $o0 from $15,000,000 to $18,000,000 8 year, suf-
clent to secure tho interest of whatever mignt
he sgreed upon 8S the purchase money, and
lesving & A sum for a sinking fund.
Frek Cubs, in the character of a new re-
pubtic, of course would have Intle credit,
and it was proposed to permit her to 1ssue honds
for the payment of,is3y $100,000,000, guarsnteed by
the United States, which proposed to act os trustees
of the revenues of the fsland to see tat the money
shoutd be properly applied. The United Siates
wouid in this way, 1t was supposed, exerctse for &
good term such A supervisory authority and infln-
enco over Cuba a3 would enable her to shape the
policy 2nd education of Cuba, while at the same
tlme guaranteelng the PRYMERL of the $100,000,000,

'y
tillties pending tbe set-

Such offcial, though meagre, accounts
23 bave been recelved show tnat botl the Spaniards
amd the Cabans exaggerate their respecuve strength
and positions, white the truth 18 represcnted 30 be
that & reqiment of Spanish 1roops can march to any
town or locallty, subject only to annoyances 0ccas-
lonally, ofgsmail bodies of insurgents.

The following despatch was yesterday received in
Washingion, direct from Havana:—

The Gazelte, the official organ of the govern-
ment, published on the 6th instant an important
proclamation of ths Captain General, Intended to
define the presens.situation of the islana. The
Captain General congratulates the country upon
its actual prospenty. New troops sud jein.
forcements, although mnot nesded to suppress
the insurrection, have come from Spain to tuldl ity
obligations towards Cubs and to protecs the istand
sgainst murderers and robbers. He then refers to
the threats of homicide and incendiarism made by
certaln bands of men, againrst which precautions
are now belng taken in garrisoning plantattons with
trodps and civll gnards to save them from destruc-

. tion.  Men-of-wer kave also heen Aeqt from Spain to

Cubs, Wit the intent to Srutse along her coasw” *23
to pravent the landing on the {3{and of flpnsterhoX
eapeditions coming from outsiile. The Capraln Gen-
eral says that there was never before in the lsland
SuCch & state of affalrs a8 conld be considered as &
state of war; but now peaco has Sgen so faly
re-cstablished that there s no place 1o'the fsland
where the administration of public affatrs® OF the
action of the civll courts Is 1ot entirety Tecoglized-

Movements of Spanishk War Veaselo=Thy
Bieamer E! Rayo Saspected=What s
Thought of Serrano =g Dictator,

Havaxa, Jan. 9, 1870, 4|
The Spanish frigate Gerona will soon sail for

Venezuels, for the purpose of ‘watching the steamer

ElRayo. The El Rayo was formerly the R. R. Cayler,

and was sold by citizens of tne United States to the

.Cotomblan government. A rumor prevals that ghe

has been sold to the Caban insurgents. The Gerona
Will also look after Spanish tateresis generally in
that quarter.

The ¥oz de Cuba publishes an article on the
Spanish dictatorship, In which the write: says that
the elovation of Marshal Serrano to the position of
Dictator would be anuecessary aad untimely.



