Tmportant Exhibit of the Cubam Negotlae

We submit to our readers this morning, in
our Washington despatches, a carcfully pre-
pared samming up of the negotiations hetween
the United States and Spain on the Cuban
question since the appointment of General
Sickles as our Minister at Madril. Although
from a mistaken departure, as we think, the
initial apd ive steps and incidents in
these negotiations, ag detailed in this statement,
make the wholo case perfectly clear and con-
sistent in reference to.the course pursued
by Mr. Secretary Fish and our Minister and
in refe also to the of the
Spanish government.

The preliminary proposition of General
Sickles on the 83 of September last to the
provisional government at Madrid, it thus
appears, was simply the friendly offices of the
United States in behalf of an amicable seltle-
ment between' Spain and the Cuban revolu-
tionists. This offer being favorably received,
our Minister, pursuant to instructions, next

itted 2 basis of settl bracing four
propositions :—First, Cuban independence;
second, indemnity to Spain; third, the aboli-
tion of elavery; fourth, the cessation of hos-
tililies. The proposed indemmity to Spain, to
be guaranteed by the United States, in plain
English, was the paymeat of one hundred mil-
lions of dollars for the island. In answer to
these propositions Sefior Silvels, the Spanish
| Minister for Foreign Affairs, submitted as an
| indisp ditt dent that the
| Cubans lay down their arms, and that next
the qugstion of a separation from Spain be
submitted to tho people of the island in an
election under the Spanish authorities, Mr,
Fish conld ot eptériain_these propositions,
and thought that the o e Tder 8 éon-
ditlons suggested would be a mockery.
Finally, the propositions from Spain assumed
this shape:—First, 8 disarming by the Cubans;
second, indemuity to Spain for Spanish pro-
perty destroyed, to be gunaranteed by the
United States; third, s free eloction to the
Cubans on the question of separation from
Spain; fonrth, a general amnesty.

These four propositions against the four
submitted by General Sickles give us the con-
dition in which the negotiations stand at this
time. Nothirg further has been done towards
striking a balance between the high contract-
ing pariies, It seems to be understood, how-
cver, that the lnternecine difficulties of Spain
have compelled the present goversment to
deal with this Cuban question with extreme
caation; that any definitive movement to relin-
quish on any terms the ‘‘Ever Faithful
Island” would be apt to fuse the republican
parly, the Church party (comprising the adhe-
rents of Isabella), the Carlists and all the rival
personal factions of the peninsula in a common
causeagainst the de facfo government; but
that with a strong government established
under Serrano or Prim, forinstance, the trans-
fer of the island from Spain to the United
States may be readily accomplished. Mean-
time, it appears from an impartial reconnois-
sance of the islaud made by oor Consul Gen-
eral Plumb in person, that the rebellion is
substantially at an end; that the insurgents
are reduced to a few thousand bushwhackers
scatlered about in the mountains, incapable of
anything beyond peity guerrilla operations,
which may be prolonged indefinitely tono pur-
pose. .

We are, then, on the Cuban question reduced
to the alternative of awaiting the establish-
ment of a strong government in Spain, When
will that be? This is a question hard to
answer; but as the Spanish government pro
Zem. bas apparently exhausted itself in its
efforts to secure an outside volunteer for King
or Regent, a coup d'état on the part of General
Prim is hourly expected. After such coup
d'état, if a Napoleorflc success, the necessities
of Prim in the matter of cash will probably
leave him no other resource than the sale of
Cuba for the one hundred millions awaiting
him in the unrecalled offer of our government
through General Sickles. Dealing with things
as they are, the cause of the Cubans is lost as
o basis of action and as a balance of power,
and our only course now appears to be to
await the upshot of events in Spain,

General Grant, in other words, has per-
miited a golden opportunity to slip through
his fingera. A little dash would have fixed it.
We can see, in all the details of this business,
no cause of complaint egainst General Sickles.
On the contrary, in obedience to his instrue-
tions, he has acted throughout with remarka-
ble fidelity and discretion, whatever may be
said upon small technicalities, which signify
nothing. The great mistake was made at
Washiogton in the outset in utterly ignoring
the resolution adopted by the unanimous vote
of the House of Representatives at the close of
the Izst session of Congress, a resolution which
would have been seconded by the Senate had
the session continned even one day longer.
That resolution, in the absence of Congress,
and by the i voice of the
tives of the American people, gave the Presi-
dent full authority to concede beiligerent
rights to the Cubans in his discretion. Had
he assumed the responsibility to act accord-
ingly he would have been supported by Con- |
gress and the American people, and the Cuban .
question would have been settled within ninety
days. .

But what of the Alzbama claims? Would
not the recognition of Cespedes have been the
recognition of Admiral Semmes? Ob, yo of
little faith! Oh, that ye koew the age we
livein! That recognition of Semmes was the
apprehension in the State Department, and,
moreover, Mr. Sepator Sumner professed to
have his misgivings of the mainterance of
elavery in the Cuban republic. Still, the whole
Cuban problem resolves into this:—The island,
which was fairly within our reach, without
money and withont price, we shall probably
be able to purchase for one hundred millions
of dollars in the eveat of the establishment of
a strong government in Spain. It is only the
difference between shaping and awaiting the
drift of events, which was and is the difference
between the Bonapartes and the Bourbons,




