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CUBAN AFPAIRS,

e o
storation of an Obnoxions Systom of
Taxation Threatened—-Possible Resig-
nation of Redas in Oonsequence—A
War Joke—Absolutism of the Volun-
teors—Nlode of Carrying on the Wanr—
Sarrender of Castellanos—~Mascellane«

ouN,.
From Our Own Corrospondent.

HAvANA, Wolnesday, Aug. 3, 1870.
Quostions which will prove difiicult to
solve have aprung up betwoeen tho authorities
of Bpain and thoso of tho island relative to the
direct tax, which the home Government insists
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on re-establishing, and whioh is oxccedingly ob-

noxious to the peoplo of the 1sland. When the
moasure had boen broached first it mot with

opposition, and being but superfleially studied .

by those who itnaugurated it, a fallure to moot

tho wants of the public and at the same timo

satisfy tho national treasury jwas the natural
rosult, It was first inaugurated about two and
o half years ago, when tho country was just ro-
covering from tho eoffcets of a partial com-
mercial corisls, and although no war then
‘oxisted, it novertheless was moro disastrous in
its oftocts on Industry and commorce than the
prosont atato of affalrs, The ontire population
of the island, without exception, hoaded by all
the prominent Crown officors, is a unit against
tho odious measure, it tho Home Govornmont
jnsists on restoring it, although RoDASs, advised
by tho principal morchants and plantors, had
abolished it. Everybody here profors indlrect
taxation through export and jmport dutles,
which, under tho presont régimeo, are colleoted
with groat ocare and honesty. In July, 1868, the
import and oxport duties at the port of Havana
amountod to $352,000; in July, 1869, to $400,000,
and the same month, just passed, shows, that
with dooréased exports and imports, somoewhat
over $300,000 have been oollected. This proves

that in former years the united tbieving soclety |

of honorable merchants and patriotic employes
robbod the treasury of over half a milhion of
dollars monthly, and in addition compelled tho
peoplo to pay thls amount over again in the
shape of taxes, inorder to raiso tho amount re-
quired to govern and misgovern the island and
foo a seloot party of Minlators and their triond s
in 8paln. People hore are very much incensed
against MORET, tho Colonial Minister, whom
they acouso of connivance with tho Cuban party,
and who,they say,is eithor bought or influenced by

Mr. AZCARATE, nCuban by birth, who published |

ajournal in Madrid somo timo ago. This Az-
OARATE 18 considored an emissary of tho Cuban
rovolutionists, but such 18 not the case, although
AZOARATE, to judge from his past life and writ-
ings, would not be over sorry to havo Spanish
nitle coase in Cuba, It has been rumored in
solect oiroles that RopAs sont a telogram to the
Colonial Miuistor in 8poln, tendering his rosige
nation as Captain-General, it the syatom ot di-
reot taxation should be persisted in. If RopAs
leaves, tho Intendente, Mr, BANTOS, and S8eoro-
tary FERNANDEZ will accompany bim, aund, per-
haps, LorEz ROBERTS, the political Governor,

algo. _ ,
ONE OF THE HUMORS OF THE WAR,

'A good joke, for as such I' consider it, has
been in oireulation for'somo days, namely, that
Prosident OBSPEDES had issued a proclamation,
in view ot the war in Europe, announcing that
the Republio of Cuba, its army and navy, would
romain atriotly nontral; forbidding all its cibi-
zens abroad to interfero or take part on either

gide.
VOLURTEER DEFIANCE OF LAV,

D1Az QUINTERO, the Bpanish Deputy, will open
his cyos whon ho sces the numerous indignant
protests written by volunteors against s at-
taok on them. But tho same stoamer, also, took
out hundreds of lotters, oontaining suflicient
authentie information to enable Mpr. QUINTERO
to make another florco attack on the volunteers,
Many acts have beon committed by volunteers,
which, by them, are undoubtedly oconsiderod
very laudable and praiseworthy, but which ap-
pear in a very different light when viowod at o
dlstance of three thousand intles, with oyes not
yét blindod by bigotry and brutal party spirit,
The most prominent dooument porhaps is that
written by Don ESTEBAN PARODI, the companion
of MORA in imprisonment in the Cardenas
Jatl, whose case has caused sojmuch excitement
and comment. Both of tho accused wore dis-
chargod by the Bupremo Court of the island, but
the voluntecrs retained them in spite of the
order of the Court, and a military court-martial
was called, which sentenced them to death. The
Captain-Gencral deolinod to approve the son-
tonoco, and reforred the caso to 8pain, whore, I un-
derstand,the Bupreme Court has also absolved the
accused. The volunteors again refusing to obey
tho orders of the tribunal, Brig.-Gon. Zea, the
Chiet of 8taff, wont to Cardonas on Baturday,
but failed to convince the volunteors that they
ought to relense their captives, Tho following
extracts from PARODI'S lcttor are vory signifl-
cant: -

“ I have rend with surprise that myself and
Mo had bepn assasginated by tho voluntoers,
* % ] lLavonotovonreceived anunkind ook from
the volunteors, but on tho contrary they havo
made mo shed toars of satistanotion whon listen-
ing to their consoling apecches, ;. And lot no one
bollove that I write this with .tho intontion of
obtaining my liborty from tliese onlumnuiated,
volunteors, a8 I am porfectly awnro that they
will have to exocute the sontonco of the Su-
premeo Court, whatevor it may be,” .

L

The point is .obvious that PARODI remalns o
prisoner of the volunteers, and no- power in tho
land can gavo bhim, unlcss the volunteoers are

willing,

A VILE S8YSTEM OF WARPARE, |

Tho following will illustrate how the war, i8.

carriod’on in Cuba, and I may limit inyselt ton | .

‘singlo casa-amongmany: A detachment bfeolored
soldiors oporating in the-Cinco Villas captured

an {nsurgent named CLEMENTE BILVERIO, and { g0

was takang tho nocoasary steps to send him to
the noxt world, whon SILVERYO proposed to the
oodxmqnder of tho troops that it ho would apare

his; Iife, he would lead him to o éamp, whero five.
insurgents wero bivonacking, Tho offer was nos 4

coptod, Tho dotachment marghed from tho
Lomn d¢ Cruz to Santa 6, whore ,tho. five men
weore found aud imwmedlately excouted. - BIL-
vERIO must now reman with tho Spaniards,
who of late have begun to publish the names of
thieir guides aud, aples, tbus compelling..them to

rentain with tho troops. BILVERIO 8ays tuat tho |

Spanlardagamned by sparing his Jifo, having haon
enabled to kil five instoad of onp, Thisis only
ono of may ¢asos of & g1Milar naturo ocoUrrIng
all over the island, and if the systom should con-
tinue, the war will'end, a8 I have atuted befors,
from want of combatants—-both factions d(:cro_ns-
ing dafly in numbers, C
TH DISAPFECTED LEADERS,
Gen, FREDERICO CASTELLANOS, of the Cuban,

Army, opérating in tho Camnguey, sufrendored.

voluntarily to tho Spaunlsh Uon. CARO, oud s
,now retainod as a prisoner. The repor tliat

L
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Cubans whon ho attempted to surrendaer ia re-
poatod, with tho addition that s comypanions,
Gons. IForTun and IFREIRE, had algo heen killed.
I gave you full particulurs in a recont lotter re-
garvding the Intorvioewa which had beon hold
with thoso Gonorals by NAPOLEON ARRANGO and
Soorotary FERRNANDEZ on tho part of the Gov-
ornment, The roport of tho killing of these
Gonorals by thelr own partisans nooeds as yot
futler confirmation, but it appoara asif thero
must be some truth in1t, owlng to tho faot that
CASTELLANOS camo in by himsol, unacoompu-
nied by any of his soldliors, although 1t was re-
ported that he would bring filve hundred mon
with hum, This leads o to supposo that tho
plan of surrendor hacame fully known to the
"war party among the Cubang, and that they
woro sucocessful in frustrating the plans of thoir
rooreant countryman, and produced o roaction
" favorable to a continuanes of tho war.. The cn-
‘gagemeonts reported from difforont seotions of
tho Central Departmont are of slight impor-

' taneo,

EASBTERN DEPARTMENT,

Gen. VALMASEDA arrived at Santtago do Cuba
on the 2ith, and was recolved with -groat joy by
the Spatfsh-thinking part of the population.
The report given of his trp from Bayame, ovor-
land, showa that he was enabled to travel from
Bayamo to Tiguan! with an escort of twonty-
flvo men, but that tho insurgonts woro 8o plontt-
ful betweon Palmo Sorlano. and Tiguani as to
o.mpel him to take an ountirs battalion as an os-
cort. This doos not look much as {f tho robel-
lion was decrensing, much as the journals au-
nosnced ropoatodly 8 fow mouths ago that tho
transitbatwoon thoso places was ontirely safo and
freo from insurgonts. The Cubans are also vory
thick In tho immodiato vicinity of Bayamo, hav-
ing lately killed soveral Spaniards within gun-
shot of tho town. The Spanigh journals oall
theso casualtios of war * assassinations,’” whoa
porpetrated by Cubaps; whon a Cuban gots
kiled, 1t is simply “a traftor lesa,” All depounds

on how you feel,
MISCELLANEOUS,

Thoe wife of the Cuban Gonceral, YANACIO AqG-
RAMONTE, and sevoral other Cuban ladies, will
leave on Baturday for Now-York. They areo
atopping with Col. CALDERON, of tha Sixth Vol.
untoer Battallon....A numbor of cholorn ¢nsoa

are daily reportod., QU ASIMODO,

Cuban Pross on tho Eu;opann Situntion
—The Dinrio and the Pope—~Whant tho
Feople Think—Letter from Cantellanons

to his Kriends~lle Uurges thom to Sure
render—Korty Thousand Npanish BNol-
diers in Caba—Miscellaneoas.
From Our Own Qorrespondent,
JTAVANA, Saturday, Aug. 6, 180,
The Havana Press is divided on tho Luro-
poan question, Tho Dwario 18 intonsely I'rench,
much more French than S8panish, and tho Vo: de
Ouba leans to tho Prussian slde, as farasg its
mild articles permit it to do so., 'The Murw,
however, does not always express its viows with
tho samo impartiality as tho Voz, and if the latlor
tvould only make an effort and not be 8o caroful
to oxcludo early and interesting nowa from ita
columns, it would soon prove a formidablo op-
ponent to the Diario. Tho Diario of Wednosday
contains a vory peounliar article on the Iluropean
question, and makoas spooinl rofaronce to Romo,
" Qoming from the .Diario, it looks very much
' like a oharity sermon’ from a miser. Roforring
. to the withdrawal ot the I'roeuoch troops from
Rome, the probable departuro of the Popo, and
~ the garrisoning ot the new capital of Italy by
| VIOTOR EMMANUEL'S soldiers, the Diario says:

| ‘ What has ocourrod in the past twentysiwo
yoars (sinco 1848) to produce such a complete,
radical and surprising chango? It has hap-
aned that the impious revolution hus marchoed

1th glant strides, and that thhs rovolution has
. ponetrated tho pnince of tho sovereigh and tho
| ut of the laborer, tho dwelling palaces of mag-
| nates, artizans and morcehants. This revolution
" hae biighted noble foelings and degraded thom
to tho place formerly ocoupled by a total doual
of congolence, This ravolution had to kill all
" roligious gentiments in order to move on its way
| without obstruction, and has accomplishod its
' purpoto. ‘The sovoreigns do not understand tho
- evil whicli they allow to be commitied ; they
will undorstand it whon they havo to abandon
their palaces, a8 the elovated Iopo is
loavlnq the Vatiean, This I8 tho truth,
told. In an Amorican 18land, lost in
immensity of the seas. \Vill not this truth oross
thie seas and find an echo with the Great Powors,
dnd'may it rot bo hoard amid the din of atrife
But we don’t vaﬁ}llate 1n saying that NAPOLEON
has foueht his first battle on the bhanks of the
Ther, ahd has lost it, He will have to gnin &
great many to Germany to neutralize tho effoots
of this rout, The Fronch Republic sustained
| tho Pope in 1848 with extraordinary flrmnesa;
' tho Empire abandoned him in 1870, 'Tho Re-
pubho bad a more extonded view, and aoted
with more foresight than tboe Empire, The poot
'LAMARTINE saw olearor, in our opinion, than
tho Emporor NAPOLEON."”

"Xt 18 impossiblo to toll what oaused the Diario
to publish such a forciblo and very ultra artielo,
and it almost reads like the DPenoamienfo KLs-
' pafiol in Madrid, It 18 plain, however, that ns Na-
POLEON has abandoned tho Diario's great apos-
tio, the Diario in turn abandons NaroLkoN. The

|
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latter, howovor, will hardly prove so inju-
fous to NarorEoN as his action to tho
Popo. But another quostion arises, namely,
whotler the Diarlo, liko a veoteran in pohitical
matters, docs not also foresco an important
ochango in Cuban affairs, to be brought about by
Buropeon complications, which all potitions,
protests and patrlotio speeches will bo unablo
to avoid ¢ The downfall of tho Pope indicates to
tho Diario the downfall of its pot and favorito
systom, the destruction of human slavery.
When nations refuso anpy longer to Lo governod
by a priest, human boings will refuse to bo held
1n bondage, morely hecause their color s dif-

forent,
INDIFFERENCE OF THE PEOPLE,
The publicin geuncral has reccivod the nows
about the Pope with tho utmost mdifferonce.
Tho majority of Cubaus and Spaniards, tho lat-

tor especially, hate the Pope aund the priosts,
asoribing to the latter all tho troubles and oivil

wars which have taken place in Spain. Iiero
the people are dissatisflcd with tho priosts,

owing to tho excessive oharges made for the
performanco of religious funotions. But tho
priecsts are compelled to charge high, bocauseo
the number of their customors I8 vory limited,
nnd entiroly confined to tho fair sex on tho shady

sido of forty-fivo.
OASTELLANOS' ADVICE,
The Cuban Genoral, FEDERICO CASTELLANOS,

who has juat surrendered to the Spaniards, has
written the following lettor to a late companion,
which has beon reproduced by the Garelu:

PUERTO PRINCIPE, July 28, 1870,
MY DEARr FRIEND Liable a8 wo uro to orr
wo huvo coininittod omistako whidh hasabrough
us into misfortune, Wo can avold this mistor-
tune if wosurrouder to the Governmont, which,
“with all possibla generopity, oxtends to us its
grotoo_tmc hand, throwing & vail over what
ag passed. s I appreciate you fruly,
anq '‘se0 the disastrous ond which- awaits
alllin the figld, I haston to advise you that with-
dut tho 10as of o moment vou should como, aud,
at the same time, show this lettor to overy friond
pohsiblo, inviting themn to come with tholr horscs
andl arms, and thoy may bhe suve that thoy will
be glad a!torward of having done so. I may 1n-
forin you, at tho aamo timo, that I romain in ab-
- solute liborty. 1o not allow yourselvos to bo
tnkon in any longer. Uunderstand that you avo
only usad as instruments of the iniquities whioh
they, (CEsPEDES & COo.) ﬂm committing, and that
jn tho ond you will bo the vietims, exporiencing
onty"contempt as n recompense, The bearer or
thi ((,3 wogmn) wllltttgll 3'2;1 1‘110\\’ I havo been ro-
coivaed and hgw ipatiora stand. : |
Your fmeu& . FEDERICO CASTELLANOS.
This j8. Bpanish-American tll over, An insur-
ot today, & loyalist to-morrow; tho pronuses
ot ono hour and tho oaths of # minuto ago forgot-
tan tho noxt. Gon. CASTELLANOS -hag, undoubt-
edly, & perfoot right to surronder or continue
fighting with hia countrymen, but to Amorionn

‘or Eniglish oyos tho reoltul of sugh chiangos looks

oxtromoly queer,
. . TIHE LILLIAN,
The famous blockade runuer Lillian has ab
1aat beon captured by the 8pauniards, not by any
8panish wan-of-war but by Spanish doubluons.
The Ltllian after having boen solzod at Nassau,
‘was put up at auction, and purchasod by.tho
agont of the 8panish Government at that place.
8ha was escorted by tho guu-hoat Venadilo to
Nuiv@tna, ag a.roport had beon sproad that the
‘Cubaps at Nassau would make an atltompt to
scldo hor aftor leaving port. The- Lillian will
be probably transformed into a dispatoh boat.

| THE SPANISII ARMY IN CUBA,

~ All roports made as to the. present atrength of
.the: Spanish Army, In Cuba have boen moro
guessos, and the telographio announcoment thut
‘thigteen thousand men were coming from Bpain
to reintored sho army has again oxolted ouviosity
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and where thoy oporato and whother thoy
are omployoed as garrisons or in moving about
on flold sorvico, Your corrospondent is cnabled
to furnish you with an exact and acourate report
regarding tho number of troops in each jurs.

diction, whioh includes all men belonging to the
rogular army, counter guorrillas and mohilized

volunteers, but does not include the- difforent
voluutcor corps in every sootion of tho island.
Tho forees are distributed as follows

Dopaibiments, No. of mon,
('lﬂ(i(l lllﬁﬁn\\\t\ti1'.1.1.1.1.1‘\1.‘1ts\.\.ttit\.ssssttll!ll' 81‘"[
Sanotl Spiritus A MoroD cesieyyvrersersrssessese 6,468

nnvun“tt-onoooccoool.-t01|10!........0!00'!!‘0“"‘ 21167
VIl(‘lla Al‘mo.lool.l..l-lll.l.lo.lllllll...li‘ll‘.ll!! 077
Matamora, oo iisensvararsinrsssrssossissssrarinee 1,600

l’uﬁlt{l 1’!"‘10‘“000ootonc.uooco.....-uoot-oooolnooono.9,380
Eantorn THiLAS. s sersssencocrsssrserssssanssrssrsvess 11,020

Totalsvass nuui...............'..............‘..36:7?6‘
To illustiate tho mannor of their distribution,
1 take the Cinoo Villus, whove 2,378 men are oon-
tinually moving about the country, while 6,336’
do duty in garrisons and ou plantations to pro-
vont tuem from being destroyed, The nuwbor
of suoh posts or detachmonts 10 the Cinen Villas
alonc i8 160, Even if tho 18,000 men come from
Spain, tho strength of the army will not be ma-~
terially inoroased, as at present the army a:-
ready contains 4,000 men whoso timo has oX-
pired, and who will return to Spailn ns soon' na
thoy oan, Fully 2,000 more will also be exempt
from furthor sorvice Ly that time or pay tho
oustomary tribute which tho olimato of Cuba
oxaots of foroigners, . S
HEALTH OF HAVANA,

Although Havana does not record any onges of

sun-stroke, the vomito, smell-pox and cholera
are amply making up for nny dofioienocies in that
-rospeot, The avorage daily number of deaths
from yollow fovef 18 about thirty-five, from
small-pox fifteen, and from cholera about forty;
this, of courso, doos not mcludo deaths from
othor sioknoss, The wife of Gen, UARDO and
tho daughtor of Gov. ROBERTS are 111 with fevor,
buttho lattor 18 out of danger. It 18 probable
that all tho high officinls will loave Havana for
Manranao during tho next two montha, |

- QUASIMODO.
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