THE CUBAN CAUSE,

—~—— h
Mass-Mectong in Brooklyn—A ddresses by
Gen, Jordan and Others—Evistribu-
tion of Prizes. ‘ C
In acordance with previous anouncements,
a mass-meeting was held at the Academy of Mu-
sic, Brooklyn, last evening to express
sympathy for the struggling Cubans and
raise means for the reliel of their destitute
women and children. The auditorium of the
- Academy was tastefully decorated with national
emblems and banneYrs, and theband of the Bixty-
ninth Regiment was present to give spirit to the
occasion, but the a.udiance was of very moderate

dimensions, and not ovyertliowing with enthu-
siasm. Mr. GEORGE W, BROWN, who has been
the principal manager of the affair, presided,
and statea the ohjects of the meeting and the
diffionlties which had been encountered in get-
tiog it up. He explained that gifts of jewelry
and other valuables had been given to the Cuban
Junta In New-York to aid in the caure of the
‘patriots, to the value of about $10,000, and after
mature deliberation it had been determined to
dispose of them by rafile at a great public meet-
ing, at which Gen. THOS. JoRDPAN should tell
.the  stor of his. . experiences in the
island of Cuba, and set' the cause of the patriots
before them in the vivid light which his ex-
periences enabled him to throw upon the sub-
1 Jeat. Accordingly, 10,000 tickets had been pre-
pared and.in part sold. The first seventy
| numbers drawn: from the wheel were to seoure
g}ngt};rmes. ‘which varied in value from $5 to

* . ’ o .

Mr. BROWN, then read letters from several
1 prominent men, who had been invited to be
present and address the meeting, among them
Senator FENTON, Cengressmen JOHN A. LOGAN,
‘FERNANDO WoOD and THoOS. FircH. and Ex-
Lieut.-Gov. STEWART L. WOODFORD. They all
"expressed their sympathy with the object of the
| meetm{_:g and their regret at not being able to be
present. o -

After a few remarks by DaAN. R, LIDDY, In
which he spoke of - the sympathy which the
American people felt for the struggling patriots
in Cuba, and the duty ot the Government to con-
cede them belligerent rights, Gen. Ti1o8. JORDAN
was introduced as one who had taken part in
the struggle and knew whereof he spoke,

He said that he knew the causc of the Cubans
to be just and noble. The oppression and tyran-
ny under which they had suffered was of the
most atrocious character, and thoy were now at-
tompting to throw off the yoko of the tyrant,
An American people in that position could not
but command the sympathy of their fellow-
Americaus, The speaker thon procecded to
relate bis own experience as leader of the revo-
lutionary forces of the island. He landed thero
in May, 1869, but was not afilibuster. He did
not cominand the expedition, but only took
charge of the forces aftor his arrival, and at-
tempted to reduce them to organization. He
knew that alone was what thoy neaded,
for the power of 8pain was orumbiing
to pieces.. 'The islanders ~wero  pre-
pared to rise agaiovst it in all gquarters, and even
in Havana they were kept down only by the fe-
rocious soldiery of Spain. He adopted the cause
as an American sgoldicr to overthrow despotism
upon Awerican soil, The expedition which
-ho* accompanied *numbered ouly 170 men,
of  whom - more than one-half were na-
tive Cubans. The entiro aid derived from
external sources had not exceeded 250
men and 6,000 stands of arms, although
strenuous efforts were mado to furnish them as-
gistance from this country. Their failure was
not due to the vigilance or energy of Spanish
authority, but 20,000Jmuskets, much artillery and
mihtary - storos had heen seized by the keen-
sighted officials of the United Bfates, and En-
gland. Tbis too, while Spamn has been
allowed to purchase arms and supphes
and even fit out vessels of war to bo used in the
contest. This was called impartial neutrality.
Bug the course of tho United States had beou far
less injurious to tho Cubauns than the shabby
conduct of IZngland in seizing vessels in distress
and condomuing them as lawful prize. The
Spanish Government had employed 100,000
men and fifty slups of war iun the attempt
to put down thoe insurrection, and
yot 1t had hardly more _than kept
1t out of the stronghold of Havana. The
insurrection involved the whole 18land, except
the small portion to the west of the capital, and
that was kept down only by the merciless sol-
diery. Tho Spaniards, he sald, weresavage foes,
never surpassed in brutality and inhuman-
1ty. They never spared their prisoners,
but habitually butchered the sick and
wounded, Accusations of a similar kind
bad been brought against the Cubans, but in the
‘ early part of the war they had shown great len-
tency toward therr prisoners. This was abused
by the Spaniards, who violated their parole and
‘entered the ar-ny again, and porpetrated the
grossest outrages. The Cubaus wero forced
with great reluctance to retaliate for
the murder of their men who fell in
the hands of the BSpaniards, but they
noever did it when any other course appeared
oper to them. Gen. QUESADA atrempted to
lmake an arrapgement for an exchange of pns-

‘oners, but the Spaniatrds had scornfully refused
to treat with lmm. But the stories of Cuban
cruelty had been greatly exaggerated. They
had shown their humanity and lofty prineiple in
numercus instances. They 1naugurated their
movement for national indepeundence by o
manumission of all their slaves, which they con-
firmed in their Constitution. Negroes have nob
only been set free, but have been allowed equal
political rights and privileges with whites
whetever the patriot cause has prevailed. No
class entered into the revolution with more
earnestness or a hlgher appreciation of the intor-
ests involved than they, and they have fought
manfully side by side with white mon,

. Phe speaker closed with expressing his belief
that whatever apparent apathy thoere might be,
the sympathics of the people of this country
must be with the Cubang in their strugele for
deliverance from tyranny and cerucl oppression
apd for national independence. They could not
permit this brave people to be cowed into sub-
1188100 after thefr long and courageous strug-
gle. There was one practical poiut which he
wishod to press, There were many old muskets
stored away to rust. These would be of great
service if they were brought forth and placed at
his disposal to be sent to Cuba, there to become
vocal again for liberty and justice, and for the
overthrow of a monstrous tyranny. 1The hearts
o all Cubaus beat with a desire to free their
beautiful and marvellously gitted isle fron the
, baleful presence of.the Spanish oppressor. If
any desired to aid them in the way which he had
suggested, and had not an old gun, they could
buy new ones. \

Gon., JORDAN’s 8peech +wwas received with
hearty applause, and Col. E. B. LANSING {ollowed
.in a short but spirited address. He said that all
governments were founded on some idea, and
that of America was human lberyy. The
mission of this country was to ald the
oppressed and down-trodden wherever they
might be, Itsurely ought 10 stand by those wlo
were struggling for hberty in Cuba and in Ire-
‘land. He urged that the concession of helliger-
ont rights ought to have been made a year ago.
1f the Govervment did not grant this the people
ought to rise and demand it, and in the first
' place they should take down the old muekets
“und dedicate them to the great cause of Cubin
independence. -

After the speaking was concluded a committeo
of two was appointed by the audience to super-
intend the drawing of prizes. The 10,000
numbers weroe put iv a wheel, and Col, LANSING
was biindfolded and proceeded to draw them,
This proceedimg occapied about an bour, and
tive only of the seventy prizes were drawn by
persons in the audisnce. How many of the
other numbers were among them not sold at all
did not appear. The tirst prize drawn Dby &
ticket-holder in the audiencoe was the seveith on
“the l1st..a bronze clock valued at 500, witicn was
received by CHARLES COLLINS, of Brooklyn.
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