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CUBAN AFFAIRS.

seeret History of a Counter-Revo-
lationary Movement,

R Scheme to Elect a Rival Insurgent
President,

s —

Nezotintions with Cuban Leaders for a
General Surrender.

s p—

How the Plot was Spoiled, and Probable Fate

of the Traitors,

i

ARRIVAL OF THE STEAM-SHIP MORRO CASTLE,

The steam-ship Morro Castle, from Havana
July 23, arrived at this port yesterday. We are
indebted to the courtesy of Mr., R. W. ALBERT,
Turser of the Morro Castle, for the prowpt de-

livory of our mail packages.
—a-

The Rcportcd Assnssination of Cuban
Gloenerals by the Insurgents—Secret Bine
tory of a Conspiracy im which they
were Engaged—An Aitempt to Organ-
ize o Counter-Revolution and a Rival
Government—Gen, Napoleon Arrango’s
Agency in the Plot—How it Failed.

From Our Own Correspondent,
T AVANA, Baturday, July 23, 1870.

The Havana journals published a tow days
ago an item announcing that tho Captain of &
consting sechooner had brought the report that
the insurgent Generals, CORNELIO PORRA, AR-
TEAGA, ARTEAGA'S son and his gon-in-law bad
beon assassingted. The Diario does not vouch
for the report, and at head-guarters nothing in
relation to it has become known, The publie at
lurge, both Cubans and Spaniards, indulge in
conjeciures why the Cubans should have killed
their own Generals, Your correspondent, who
is in possession of many facts connected with
the above-named Generais, and every fincident
in affairs about Puerto Principe, and belore,
duriig and since the trip of Gen. RODAS,
williow, for the first time, make public one ot
{ho most important events 1 the history of the
Wit SECRET HISTORY OF A STRANGE PLOT,

TLis parrative will undoubtedly croate excite-
meng among Cubans and Spaviards, to a largo
majority of whom it will be the first truthful in-
formation they have received of affairs here.
In order to make the subject plain, it 18 neces-
gury to reeur to the tmp of Gen. RODAS to
Puerto Prinecipe, accompanied from Havana by
the Cuban Gen. NAPOLEON ARRANGO, who had
arrived there but a few hours previous, Bpecu-
lation was rife as to the object of ARRANGO’S
visit, and the few in the secret btcame aware
immediately after RoODAS’ arrival at Puerto Prin-
cipe, that ARRANGO would act as a Commissioner
between the insurgent loaders, who wished to
come to nn understanding wiih Spain, and the
Spanish Captain-Geuneral, These Cuban Generals
were Gen. ARTEAGA, fatherand son; Gen, FRED-
ERICO CASTELLANOS, Gen., CORNELIO PORRO,
Gen. GABRIEL FORTUN, and a son-in-law of AR-
TEAGA, together with a number of less promi-
nent rebel leaders.

THE MEETINGS,

One of the tirst interviews which took place
was thatgthetween ARRANGO aud CASTELLANOS,
and a few days afterward an interview was ar-
ranged between ARRANGO and PORRO, through a
relative of the latter, ARTEAGA also makmg his
appearance pericdically. At several of theso
interviews Mr., CESAREO FERNANDEZ, the Secre-
tary of Gen. RODAS, was present. In the mean-
time Gen. GABrRIEL ForTUN had held several
interviews with the Spanish Gen. GOYENECHE,
Col. BExEGAsSI and other officials, all being un-
molested in their journeys rfrom the interior
to these eamps.

THE COUNTER-REVOLUTIONARY PLOT.

Gen, GABRIEL ForTuN, who plays an import-
ant part in this history, is 2 native of Spain, and
was an oticer of artillery, but becoming en-
amored of a Miss VARONA, of Puerto Principe,
he married her and left the urmy, and thus be-
come the proprietor of two large estates near
Puerto Principe, and is now rapidly attaining
to the position of one of tho wealthicst men in
that region. He espoused the Cuban cause on
the outbreak of the rebellion, and was appoint-
ed » General, but has never rendered any active
gervice., FORTUN 18 roported to b&e exceedingly
avaricious and ambitious, and though not very
talonted, is possessed of a great deal of shrewd-
ness. From the fact of his being a native Span-
1ard, aud of being related to the prineipal fami-
lies of the Camagucy, 1t was arranged that
ForTuN should be the leader of the counnter-
revolution, and be elected opposition President
of the Republie of Cuba, and aftersvard that he
should make overtures to the Bpanish Govern-
mcut {v surrender.

WIY THE PLOT FAILED.

This plan was not carried out, the immense
ambition of FOorRTUN being a bar to its realiza-
tion, and day after day passing away without
his coming tu any decisjon.

| A VIRTUAIL TRUCE.

These Cuban Generals were at the time regiding
in the Maraguan district, and it will be remem-
bered that, durlug the whole of RobDaAS’ stay 1n
Puerto - Principe, a few Bpanish soldiers could
march through the entire district without oppo-
gition, although 1,600 armed insurgents were 1n
the district, The Cubans were also unmolested
by the Spaniards, and not a shot was fired, a
tacit understanding paramount to a truce and
cossation of hostilities existing between the
Spanish and Cuban Generals.

CESPEDES DEFIED,

At thﬁt time the Cespedes Government issued.

an order for the arrest o Gen. FREDERICO CAS-
TELLANOS, but the parties sent to arrest him
wore ordered by the Maraguan party to return
and report that Gen, CASTELLANOS could not be
arrested where he was, and that, if the order
was insisted upon, it was much nearer to the
Spanish- ports than to the whereabouts of the
titulary President,
TERMS ASEKED BY THE WHITE FEATHER REBELS,
The request made by the wife of ARTEAGA
was that her husband be permitted to surrender
at Puerto Principe and remain wunmolested
thercafter, recolving an unconditional pardon.
Ropas replied that this was imposgible, but thag
ARTEAGA and all others could surrender at some

S8panish post, and from there ask in writing for.

g pardon; that he (RODAB) would refuse to grant
1t, but he pledged his word of honor to 1ssue the
necessary orders that all persons applylng for
a pardon be conducted tothe coast and thence
boe embarked on any foreign vessel and sent to
auy country they might choose to reside in. The
Cuban Generals refused to admit this proposi-
tion, and insisted on receiving a written pardon
before presenting themselves, and also a written

guarantee to be permitted to reside 1 the coun-’
try unmolosted, or to be allowed to émbark for

any forelgn country, and that theyewould_'_ BUr-

render to Ropas only. Over .six weoks wevre:

spont in negotiations, affairs remaining in slatu
quo, when Ropas became tired of waiting so
long and returned to Havana, leaving matters
in a fair way of settlement, the plan of making

FoRrRTUN President being again broached and in

active progress. , .
CESPEDES POWERLESS, _

The few ultra Cubans who suspected the above
conspiracy went to look for CespEDES and lay
the matter before him. CESPEDES, being power-
less to proceed with an armed force against the
Maraguan district, or to attack FORTUN at his
farm, near Guaimaro, to which place the latter
had retired, was compelled to let matters take
their course and to remain inactive, availing
himeself, howaver, of such persons as he could
count on to sow the seeds of disunion among the
Fortun party, winch had already sent scveral
agents to the Unitcd States to mmveke the aid of
President GRANT, in case. their plun should be
gonaummated. CesPeEDES. on discovering this,

also sont an emissary to New-York, who reachoed
there safoly about two weoks ago. '
BLUNDER OF A BTUPID OFFICER. ,

And now everybody 18 In a state of suspense
and anxiety. The report that ARTEAGA and.
others Iiad boen assassinated, may be true; and
it so, it 18 & sure sign that the plan of the Fortun
party has failed. What makes matters still
moro complicated, and in itself would be suffl-
cient to dostroy altogether this plan of restoring
peaco to Cuba, has beoen the action of the most
stupid man in the Spanish Army, Gon, CARO, the
Commander-in-Chief of the Central Department.

ONE OF PRIM’S PROTEGES SPOILS THE PLOT.

Gen. CAro, an intimate friend of Gen. PRIM,
shows plainly in his stolid tace that talent or in-
telligence are qualitles entirely lacking in his
composition. BStupidity and stubbornness are
plainly marked in his personal appearance, and
Iiis acts before and since his arrival prove noth-
ing to the contrary. The object in sending CARrO
to this 1sland, holding as he does the rank of a
Mariscal doe Campo in |the Spanish Army, was
simply to afford him an opportunity to earn pro-
motion, apd his friend PRIM & pretextto ad-
vance him another step in his military career by
appointing him a Lieutenant-General. This fact
being understood, it will therefore not be aston-
ishing to learn that RopAshad barely left Puerto
Principe, when CARO inaugurated a ocampaign
entirely oontrary to the projeots of the Captain-
(General, and one possessing but little danger,
but all the elements of success, and which would
afford the best chance for writing & pompous re-
port and obtaining the coveted grade of Lieuten-
ant-General. CARO called together the different
battalions guarding the linesleading from Puerto |
Privcipe 1n every direction, forming a corps
of no less than 6,000 men, with which to operate
agninst the Maraguan distriot, whichhas hither-
to been occupied by but two skeleton com-
panies of Spaniards. As several hundred non-
combatant families reside in that district, and
the Cubans in arms exist only in small parties,
it will bo very easy to concoct & flaming report
of victory, No news from CARO or his move-
ments has been received as yot, but one result
is certamn and that is, that the opposition to the
Spanish Government will break out stronger
than ever, and if the Spaniards are unsuccess-
ful, they must ascribe 1t to the blind stupidity
of their own commanders, Of course, the truce
which made negotiations possible is broken by
this blundering fool, and it is not improbable
that the parties toit, on the Cuban side, have re-
ceived the reward of their treachery, perhaps at
the hands of assassins.

FALSE REPORTS.

Some Neoew-York journals of the 3d inst, pub-
lished a cruel hoax, intonded to excito sympathy
for tho Cubans, by announcing that the Reme-
dios volunteers had oxecuted forty-two citizens
of that place, by clubbing them to death with
thoir muskots, and that ladies of Remedios were
working w1t.h culprits in the chain gang in the
publie streets. A number of American mer-
chants and others, indignantat such sbameless
lying, have, in the absence of an American Con-
sul, certified to the falsity of these reports,
which do not contain a word of truth. The
signera of the document are very numerous, and
mclude over twenty Americans, who have never
been molested or troubled either by volunteers
or the aunthoritics,

MURDELS IN CARDENAS,

On Tuesday evening, oo Chinaman got info a
difliculty with a white man and killed him. The
Chinese have managed to secure a large portion
of the retail and provision trade, and great jeal-
ousy has conscquently sprung up between the
Spaniards and Capary Islanders, who prefer
to make a living by peddling than by working.
The excitement produced among the population,
when the deed was known, became intenee;
throats were made to assassinate all the
Chinese, and in order to avoid further
difficulties the Governor called out the volun-
teers, who began to patrol the streets. With all
the vigilanco of the volunteers two Chinamen
were found assassinated in the strects in the
morning, and the desire for vengeance being
satisficd matters again resumed a tranquil as-

pect.
THE WAR,

Skirmishes of minor importance arc daily re-
ported, and from 100 to 150 deaths are reported
monthly. BEMBETA remains inactive mm the
jurisdiction of Puerto Prmcipe, and no military
movements in the Cinco Villas of any note are
reported. Military movements may be consid-
ered at o stound-still until the beginning of Octo-
ber. QUASIMODO,
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