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CUBAN AFFAIRS,

il et

ARRIVAL OF THE STEAM-SHIP MISSOURI,

The steam-ship Missourd, from Havana
July 16, arrived at this port yesterday. Were-
twrn thanks to Mr. H. 8. MORGAN, Purser of the
Missour:, for the early delivery of our letters
undd ftes,

———
Zmbnrezoed Property of Cubans—The kn-
surrccetion in the Camnguey—EPersint-
cncy of ibe Insurgents—Uentrnl Plan.
snciont—Spanish KRepublicanism—%War
Rews—Niore Executions — Wiscellane-
DLilY.
From Our Own Correspondent,
I1AvANA, Saturday, July 16, 1870,

The Gaecta is now publishing a list of all
embargoed property belonging to Cubane who
are working with their ** intelligenco, valor, or
tongue,” against the power of Spain in Cuba.
It makes no differonce to the Government
whether the embargoed individual is a member
of the Junta, a soldier of the Cuban army, or an
inoffensive individual with & strong palir of
Iungs and & glib tongue, All is grist that comes
to the mill, Any report compromising any
Cuban absent from the island is eagerly given
credence to, and his property ordered to be
seized. Fully one-half of those whose names
appear in the Gazete as having their property
goized, arve only the happy possessors of what
they carry on their backs or in their pockets, and
.08 the scizure of articles where none existed,
was only a waste of writing and print
dng paper, and at the same time
gerved admirably as an amusement to the Cu-
bauns, the Government changed its line of tac-
tics in that quarter. A large number of estates
were heavily mvolved, and the creditors, who
.are nearly all adherents of the S8panish cause,-
-have not been able to collect a dollar of what
the absent planter, or, rather, the estate owed ;
eongeguently, the embargoed party has not been
the Cuban planter, who premenades Broadway,
but the very loyal Spaniard, who shoulders the
musliet as a veolunteer and hurrahs for
Bpain, casting a longing glance at the
wurehouses where his creditors’ sugars aro
.stored, and which would prineipally have
‘belonged to Inm, had the Government not inter-
fered. Thus virtue brings its own roward, Itis
stated, bowever, that the Government will take
. some steps to pay the eredators a portion of the
-money realized, after deductineg the working and
other expoenses of the plantation; this, however,
although . appearing o mere drop in the bucket,
will be in reality like so much money found, as
not a single embarrassed planter will bo able to
.Jiquidate his indcbtedness for many vears to
.come, owing to the abolition of slavery,
oonscquent loss ot laborers, decrease in tho
.production and the natural effects of the war,
arrespective of the heavy taxes and the main-
teuance of an armed force—which is the case on
most plantations—to save the owners or over-
seers from being gobbled up by insurgents or
robbed by some of the innumorable aud count-
-Aess bands of highwaymen existing all over the
.eountry. As asample of indebtuess, I cite the
case of one planter, Mr. O——, who owes Mr.
. JOsE MARIASMORALES, formerly the wealthiost
.mnerchant in the island, no less a sum than $742,-
000; 48 an example of a highwayman’s charge
.on & plantation not thirty miles from Havana,
recently a Dband entered the place in
broad daylight, called the owuoer out oand
‘asked and received mouney, clothing and
provisions ; the owner and fadministrator treat-
od the leader with the utmost politeness recog-
-smzed by hidalgo etiquette, And this followed :
The Capitan do Pertido arrived at the planta-
tion with an armed force a few mivutes atter the
highwaymen left, the dust raised by their horses’
hoofs being plaiuly visible ; the courage of the
Capitan and his party rose to the bhighest piteh ;
they brandished their swords, shook their tists
&t the retiring highwaymen, lookod terribly re-
rocious, carefuily inspected their arms, mounted
in a hurry and then went for the highwaymen—

by riding off m a contravy dircetion. Strange to

gay no montion of this beroic feat was men-
tionced by the Presg, not even, as customaly,
aboiL two wonths after 11 happened,

THHE CAMAGULY.

Gen. Ropas has stated.that the insurrection
of the Camaguoy has been reduced to the small-
est proportions, aud that not a single leader has
s hundred mon togethier, If the statement of a
Bpanish oflicor just arrived from that region is
true, the report of RODAS iB, to 8ay it mildly,
vory probiematical. The oflicer states that many
gectiony of theCumaguey have been 8o thoroughly

overrun and searched by the troopsthat not asin- |

gle 1nsurgent has been seen for weeks—but that
they were not killed but simply disappeared from
their old stampiny grounds to appear on o new
one. Also that 10,000 soldiers couid- keep the
surroundings of Puerto Peincipe and other
towne, and the hine of the Nuevitas Railroad free
from insurgonts, and make raids where and
whenever they pleased throughout the distrct,
in bands not exiceding 100 10en ; but that double
that nwmmber wounld not be able to
end the rebollion completely.
surgents don’t know how to fight,” I said, “and-
they never stand i bayonet attack of the regu-
lars.” **They way not fight in the streets of
Havana, or in the unewspapers,” 1 was an-
.swered, ** but they manage to kill people; if you
.don’t believe that they fight, join some contra
guerillas, and you will soon be convinced., Un-
.doubtedly the magjority run atter firimg a volley,
but they are not alike. DBEMBETA gave meé Iny
.bands full, and if I had been with less trusty
.mep, and in any other tban the advanta-
_geous position I occupied, it 18 very
probable that I should not be here today
10 tell the tale.”” The Cuban army in the Cama-
. guey, which consisted .)ast year of nearly 12,000
men, does not now number 2,000 all told, and the
'8pamsh army has decreased from 6,000 to 4,000.

From reliable sources I learn that the organiza- -

.tion of volunteer companies, formed by ex-in-

“ But the in-

surgents, is progressing rapidly ; the first com--

pany of volunteers at Guaimaro has already re-
.ocoived its armamont, anda the second 18 ready to
. recoive theirs. The arms captured from the
Uplon expeditions are dealt out to thess volun-
teers, and the general 1mpression is that the
members will fight against their countrymen to
the last, not out of any particular love they have
for the Spaniards, but out of fear of the treat-
meut they would receive from their lute com-
_panions should they fall into.their hands.
CENTRAL PLANTATIONS.
RODAS 18 also encouraging the scheme, which
:has already been put into.operation, of estab-
lishing large plantations or sattlements, situated
audways between some Bpauish forts, and in
convenient supporting distance in cuse of an at-
tack, These lands are given to these settlers as
& present by the Government, and in addition
‘they receive sedds, agricultural implements and
oxen. The -plan is a good one, but it will

pot work; tao many projects of the same
pature having:bcen tried and abandoned, for

-‘the simple roasan thatfthe so-called presentados,
or parsons proceeding from insurgent land, take
the oxen and seeds, work for 8 few weeks, eat
(overnment rations in the meanwhile, and then,
4n accordance with the customs of the country,
become tived and leave off work, though they
wontinue to recerve and eat Government rations,
‘They arguc that they have placed themselves

auder the protection of the Government, and

-that it must maintain them.  They look on the
Government as. thelr eompadye pro tem., and
while it lasts, it 18 all right. .

BVANISH REPUBLICANIBM.

The question of an approaching war in Europe
ou accout of & poor Goerman Prince, who, never-
thelose, joined the'list of other poor Princes that

reiused the Spanish crown, 18 atill ereating con- '

. siderable stir-bere. This King question is a very
ticklish one, and some of the articlesin the Bphn-
ish jouruals on it are suroly quite amusing., Tho
great defevder of the Pretender Don CARLOS
and of the Pope, the Pensamiento Espanol, says,
¢ I CHARLES VII was King, he would be a de-
eont and a Christian King:® The Gil Blas takes
ap the cudgels and answers sareastically :

1t we thought such a thing could be true, we
ghiould be very glad. A Christian King we hove
allrcndy seer. For example, . CHARLES IX,, of
France, wes & Chrlstian King, and amused him-

solf on St. Bartbolomew night by sbooting his

aubjects from the palace windows.. PrILirII.,
with all duo solemmity, was also a Christian

b

f

f

King, and dealt out justice, assassinatiug-lug !

owu ehildren, Chmistian Kiugs were ulso froid |

[
head to foot, and above and below that,

CnArLES I1., I11. and IV., FERDINAND VII,, and
other monarchs of the same style., This is to
prove that we all know, more or less, what &
Christian -King may do. But a decent King
really mmves us a certain anxiety to know what
it would be like, a8 we have never heard of ade-
cent King, and none have ever heen geen.

Speaking of Prince ALPHONSO, the @il Blas
BAYS :

* The enemies. of the polished youth don’t tire
of persecuting him ; first they sold his picture,

and will wind up by selling i if they oan only
find a purchaser, And now an_guthor has in-
ventod his history. Poor young one, 80 young,

and he has already a history.”

The sarcasm is apparent asihe Prince is only
fourtecn years of age, and reported to be very
stupid. Referring to Cuba, . Gil Blas says:

¢ Satisfactory news from Cuba. The revolu-

tion is drawing to a close. This drawing to &
close continues. It is also moteworthy that the

illed and surrondered 1nsurgents are larger 1n
numbers than the entire population of Cuba.

What a way to kill people.”
' Thus even Spanish journals are making fun
over the reports from Cuba, and as they don’t
hear the other side of the story, they are per-
fectly right in eriticising. - Gil Blas ought to
read some of the New-York papers if he wishes
to be posted and up to tame.
' WAR NEWS.

Skirmishes eontinue all over the island, but

with the exception of some encounters pDear

‘Sanctl Spiritus, where the insurgent Gen. MA-

RIOS GARCIA operates with about one thousand
men, notbing of any importance is taking place,
VALMASEDA was compelled %o leave for Santiago
de Cuba and infuse some life into military mat- |
ters. MERELO, the commander at Santiago, gen- |
erally known by the name of Merelito, on ac-
count of his diminutive body and brain, did not

! know what to do, although he had the advice of .

Gen. DETENRE, & Frenchman commanding
a Spanish division. A very remarkahle fact has -
to be observed, namely, that tho best fighting
and administrative generals in the Spanish
Army are natives of Cuba—AMPUDIA, the Gen-
eral of Bayamo. Tiguani and Manzanillo, and
Gen. FERRER, of Holguin. One-half of the com-
mandera of the gun-boats are also born on the
island. Among the persons killed by MONTANER
in his 1ast march from Vera Cruz to Puerto Prin-

oipe was CARLOS LOIN, an uncle of Ex-Gen. QUE-
S8ADA, and one of his sons., A son of the Marquis
of SANTA ANA and SANTA MARIA, Mr, JUAN C.
AGUILERA, who had been captured by the troops
some time ago, was executed in Puerto Principe
on the 30th ult., and MANUEL LARA on the 5th.
The Captain-General pardoned nine insurgents
sentenced to death, instead of nineteen, as had
been originally stated. |
MISCELLANEOUS.
Messrs. LAWTON & Co., of thia city, have se-
cured the contract for carrying the United
States mails from New-Orleans to Havana via
the Florida coast. It is to be hoped that they
will employ steamers which rmske the tripin
}ess than from nine to twenty days—the schedule
time of the presont line. If tho Cedar Keys
Railroad and its connections are once placed on
a decent footing, there is mo doubt but.that
most of the passenger traffic with the United
Rtates will take that route as the shortest and
most comfortable .... 8ir CHARLES BRIGHT,

of the West India and Panama Cable Company,
has been in town for a couple of days,
and returned yesterday to Batabano to
superintend the 1mmediate laying of the ocable
between that place and Jamaica via Santiago Qe
Cuba....The rovenue of the Government de-
rived from taxes, duties, &e., for the past cighy
months exceceds that of the corresponding period
of the previous year by £1,849,364, boinyg an in-
crease of over 80 per cent....Thefrigate Almunsa
has been repaired, the escape-valve replaced and
tho vessel is again it for service. The heat for the
past fourteen days has been oppresaive, and not
& drop of rain hae fallen, although we are inthe
rainy season....Mr. BIDDLE, the American Con-
sul-General, has been seriously 1l with yellow
fever, but 18 now improving. His wife, Mra,
BIDDLE, 18 also ill and not cxpected to rocover.
A consultation of tive physicians held yesterday
report her case to be very critical, Mr. and Mra,
BipDLE are Philadeiphians, and they have the
gywmnpathies of the entire populat.ion. The chil-
dren of the BIDDLES are being cared for by some
friends. QUASIMODO.




