CUBAN AFFAIRS,
ARRIVAL OF THE STEAM-SHIP BIENVILLE,

- .

The steam-ship Bienvills, from Havana Jaly
13, arrrved at this port yesterday. We are in-
dobted to the puraser, Mr, A, T. ALEXANDER, 10
the early receipt of our mail packages.
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The Blavery Question — A 1 Political
Change in Prospect — Cuban Repre-
sentation in the Cortes—Is Probable
Rcesalis—A Spanish Frigate in Sinks
ing Condition—The Panama Cable—
Miscellaneous.

From Our Own Correspondent.
HAVANA, Wodnesday, July 13, 1870,
One of the most feasible, humane, and abt
the same vimo judicious plans regurding tho in-
stitution of slavery in the Island of Cuba,1s un
der consideration, and no doubt will be
adopted. The actlon of the Cortes and
the proposed law fo abolish Spanish West
Indies slavery, would not be produchive
of any good results, ecither to the planter
or the negro. A doocument was forwarded by the
last Spanish mail steamer to Cadiz, signed by
many of the wealthiest slave-ownora in Cuba,
and approved by the Captain-General, wherein
the following propositions lare mado : Allslaves
at present existing in the Island of Cuba, irre-
speotive of age, sex or color, to bo registered ;
slavery to disappear altogether fin  ten
years, by freeing one-touth the number
of slaves every year, by a drawing or
lottery, of one-tenth of the number of names,
the owners be recomponsed by an amount for
each slave notexceeding $400 out of a fund ta
whioch every slaveholder shall contribute pro-
portionately, the country at large ocontributing
one-fourth, . if the people should 8sn decide.
This plan has met with some oppositioz, becausa
it was considered tho work of & oligue represent-
ing but a small portion of the slave-owners, but
in order to grapple more fully with the question
and place it on a secure footing a general mooct
ing, called by the Cuptain-General, was held af
the Palace on Monday noon. The Captain-Gen-
eral presided. Thero vwere over 150 of the most
prominent and wealthy slave-owners, both
Cubans and Spamards, present. Soveral
‘speeches were made, but in order to secure
direot and immediate action, a Comwmittes of
twenty-five was appoiated, who shall receive all
plans proposed and report tho essouce of all te
a gonoeral meeting, whose action shall he sub-
mitted to the Spanish Cortes for approval. A
few ultras were chagrined at tho anxious desiroe
of tho majority to get rid of slavery in a bogom-
ing mauner and at the earliest nioment.
ELECTION ¥OR DEPUTIE3. |
The slavery question, which was the causn of
the war betweon the North and South, and pro-
duoed the important social and political changos
which nave taken place in the South, will alsc
be the causo of a great political change soon tg
Le inaugurated in the Xsland of Cuba, namely,
e presentation in the Cortes of 8pain. The stop
which has been taken $hus far, has been a lettol
from the Captain-General to the Government iu
Spain, annouucing that the time has coine to
hold elections for Deputies in this Island, and
giving as the privcipal rensons the declino of tha
revolution, and the possibility to hold elocfions
undisturbed almost in every section of tlie coun-
try, excepting a few mountainous districts, and
besides the importance of dealing with the
glavery question. The latter cannot well
be solved without some legal represonta-
tion, or an appearance thercof, ot the wpcuple
of Cuba. There is therefore only ons thing
requisite to the holding of tho election, namely,
{pstructions from the home Governmont as tg
the manner of holding the elections, and a dofl-
mtion of those entitled to vote, The importanca
of the coming election cannot be too bighly esti.
mated, as it 18 likely to effoct a completo rovolu
tion in Cuban affairs, In the first placo, it will
break the autocratio power of the Captain-Gen-
eral, not as commander of the army, but as tha
Civil Chief, or Supreme Governor. Ho and other
high functionartes will be careful asto thelr
doeds and misdeeds and be subjccted in
future to  the  scrutiny not only
of the Cortes, but also of tuhe people
who will insist on having justice and equal rights,
should they he denled by the authorities of the
Island. It will also place the Cubans in a differ-
ent position. Unless they should abstain from
voting, they greatly outnumber the Spaniards,
and are thus enabled to send a hostile dolegation
to Congress. Well-informed and thinking people
beleve that in according an election for Depu-
ties, the Bpaniards will effect more toward pacl
tying the insurgent districts of the island than
they can by the efforts of the army. The reasons
are obvious. Many Cubsans at present hostile to
the Government would become either neutrals
or adherents of Spain, provided they seo that in
future they will be treated and looked upon as
citizens of the country, instead of being ruled
ag hitherto like iphabitants of a conquered
country, or inferfor belngs to their fellow-citi-
zens who were born in old 8paiu.
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A BINEING FRIGATE—NARROW ESCAPE.

The Spanish men-of-war in this port were or
‘dered on Monday morning to proceed to sea for
‘neavy gun exercise. The Almanzd, beautiful
'wooden frigate of forty-eight guns, had barely
1aft the harbor when it was discovered that she
was leaking at & rapld rate and was sottling
down. Intwenty-five minutes the water had
washed the fires and extinguished thom. Tho

water continued to gain rapidly,notwithstanding
the exertions of the crew at the. punps, and the
fioet wassignalled, and several sMps took the
Almanza in tow and steamed rapidly into the
harbor, anchoring her near the dock, wheore
the ship oontinued to settle down. A
steam pump and several hand pumps, in addition
to those on board, were immediately set to work,
and the water kept from increasing. The frigate
has not touched bottom. Her stores and guns,
together with her masts and rigging, are now
being removed, in order to hghten the ship, The
reborbed cause is stated to be the breaking of
the escape valve of the propeller. It the acoi-
dent had occurred at sea, the frigate would have
gone down within an hour beyond a doubt.

WAR NEWB.

The news from all sections of the country an-
‘nounces but few\a.nd only unimportant opera-
| tions, although the Spanish columus are kent in
' almost continual motion, and quite a number of
'insurgents and Spaniards lose theiv lives overy
iweek, The weekly mortality by the bullet
 among both factions is from one hundred to two
‘nundred men, exclusive of those who are taken
away by disease. Gon. RODAS has pardoned
‘pineteen insurgents, who were taken prisonors
-' and sentenced to death at Puerto Principe. Gen-
- GOYENCHE has relieved PORTILLO, 1n the com-
'mand of the Cinco Villas. VALMABEDA
'will make his head-quarters at Santlago
'de Cuba, and Gen, AMPUDIA, OO of

the bost- Generals 1 the Spanish army,
has assumed command of tho Bayamo, Manzan-
illo and Jiguani districts. In Havana the waris
but httle spoken of LBOW, and if it were not for
the continuous arrvals of sick and wounded sol- °
diers, n person would be hardly aware of its ex-

~ jstence.
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THE PANAMA CABLE.
* The aable steamers Dario and Sufolk, accom-
panied by the British gun-boat Vestal, arrived
at Cienfuegos on Sunday. Tho Chief of the Pan-
ama cable expedition, Sir CHAg, BRIGHT. arrived
here last night, accompanied by Mr. JAMES
GALL, of Jamaica. The land lino betweon Ha-
vana and Bdtabano is in perfoct working order,
and the laying of the cable between Batabano
and Santiago de Cuba, and thence to Jamaioa,
will be begun immediately.

" MIBCELLANEOUS.

The news of an approaching war in Europe
has produced great excitement in Havanda. A
member of the French Volunteer Legion has
published a card in the Diario, desiring to bo in-
formed as to the statas of Frenchmen m Caba in
oase of a war, and bopes that his countrymen
will be respected and treated as foreignors, Thas
Frenohmnn is evidently scared, aud has but
like conftdenoce in Spanish gevcrosity. ...Bailing
vessals are now arriving from difforent .ports of
the United States, having been kopt on the
banks by calm, some afier & passige of over
forty days....The steamer Governor Marvin will

make weekly trips to Cedar Keys, Fia,, in con-
nection with the Florida Ratlrond, Passengers

will. reach New-York by ths line in loss than
four days. - QUASIMODO,
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